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MESSAGE. 
Ji'ellow-citizetzs of the &nate 
and H()t.tSe of Repre.sentatives : 
O~tr devout gratitude is due to the Supreme Being for having graciously 
contmued to our beloved country, through the vicissitudes of another 
ye.ar, the invaluable blessings of health, plenty, and peace. Seldom has 
this favored land been so generally exempted from the ravages of disease, 
or the labor of the husbandman more amply rewarded ; and never before 
ha~e our relations with other countries been placed on a more favorable 
~as1s than that which they so happily occupy at this critical conjuncture 
~n the affairs of the world. A rigid and persevering abstinence from all 
mterference with the domestic and political relations of other States alike 
due to the genius and distinctive character of our Government and to the 
v-rinci"2les by which it is directed; a faithful ob ervance, in the manage-
ment of our foreign relations, of the practice of speaking plainly, dealing 
justly, and requiring truth and justice in return, as the best conservath;es 
of the peace of nations; a strict impartiality in our manifestations of 
friendship, in the commercial privileges we concede, and those we require 
from others: t.hese, accompanied by a disposition as prompt to maintain, 
in every emergency, our own rights, as we are from principle averse to 
the invasion of those of others, have given to our country and Govern-
ment a standing in the great family of nations, of which we have just 
cause to be proud, and the advantages of which are experienced by our 
citizens throughout every portion of the earth to which their enterprising 
and adventurous spirit may carry them. Few, if any, remain insensible 
to the value of our friendship, or ignorant of the terms on which it can 
be acquired, and by which it can alone be preserved. 
A series of questions of long standing, difficult in their adju tment, 
and important in their consequences, in which the rights of our citizens 
and the honor of the country were deeply involved, have, in the cour e 
of a few years, (the n1ost of them during the successful administration of 
my immediate predecessor,) been brought to a satisfactory conclusion; 
and the most important of those remaining are, I am happy to believe, in 
a fair way of being speedily and satisfactorily adjusted. 
'\Vith all the Powers of the world our relation are those of honorable 
peace. Since your adjournment, nothing seriou~ has occurred _to interrupt 
or threaten thi. desirable harmony. If clouds have lowered above the 
other hemisphere, they have not cast their portentous hadow upon our 
happy shores. Bound by no entangling alliances, yet linked by a com-
mon n:tture and interest with the other nations of mankind, our aspira · 
tions are for the preservation of peace, in whose solid and ciYilizing tri-
umphs all may participate with a generous emulation. Yet it bc.hooves 
~s to be prepared for any event, and to be always ready to mnintain those 
JUst and enlightened principles of national intercourse, f(n· 'vhicb thi 
~overnment has ever contended. In the shock of contending empire , it 
Is only by assuming a resolute bearing, and clothing themselves "\\ ith de 
fensive armor, that neutral nations cau maintain their independent rjght ·. 
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The excitement which grew out of the territorial controversy between 
the United States and Great Britain having in a great measure subsided, 
it is hoped that a favorable period is approaching for its tinal settlement. 
Both Governments must now be convinced of the dangers with which 
the question is fraught; and it must be their desire, as it is their interest, 
that this perpetual cause of irritation should be removed as speedily as 
practicable. In my last annual message you were informed that the 
proposition for a commission of exploration and survey promised by Great 
Britain had been received, and that a counterproject, including also a 
provision for the certain and final adjustment of the limits in dispute, was 
then before the British Government for its consideration. "The answer o'f 
that Government, accompanied by additional propositions of its own, was 
received, through its minister here, since your separation. These were 
promptly considered ; snch as were deemed correct in principle, and con-
sistent with a dne regard to the just rights of the United States and of 
the State of :Maine, concurred in ; and the reasons for dissenting from the 
residue, with an additional suggestion on our part, communicated by the 
Secretary of State to Mr. Fox. That minister, not feeling himself suf-
ficiently instructed upon some of the points raised in the discussion, felt 
it to be his duty to refer the matter to his own Government, for its further 
decision. Having now been for some time under its advisement, a 
speedy answer may be confidently expected. From the character of the 
points still in difference, and the undot bted disposition of both parties to 
bring the matter to an early conclusion, I lopk with entire confidence to 
a prompt and satisfactory termination of the negotiation. Three com-
Inissioners were appointed shortly after the adjournment of Congress, un-
der the act of the last session providing for the exploration and s uvey of 
the line which separates the States of Maine and New Hampshire from 
the British Provinces; they have been actively employed until their 
progress was interrupted by the inclemency of the season, and will re-
sume their labors as soon as practicable in the ensuing year. 
It is understood that their respective examinations will throw new light 
upon the subject in controversy, anQ. serve to remove any erroneous im-
pressions which may have been made elsewhere prejudicial to the rights 
of the United States. It was, among other rea~ms, with a view of pre-
venting the embarrassments which, in our pecut.iar system of government, 
impede and complicate negotiations involving the territorial rights of a 
State, that I thought it my duty, as you have been informed on a previ-
ous occasion, to propose to the British Government, through its minister 
at \Vashington, that early steps should be taken to adjust the paints of 
difference on the line of boundary from the entrance of Lake Superior to 
the most north western point of the Lake of the Woods, by the arbitration 
of a friendly Pow~er, in conforrriity with the seventh article of the treaty of 
Ghent. No answer has yet been returned by the British Government to 
this proposition. 
vVith Austria, France, Prussia, ussia, and the remaining Powers of 
Europe, 1 am happy to inform you our relations continue to be of the 
rnost ... friendly character. \Vith Belgium, a treaty of commerce and navi-
nation, based upon liberal principles of reciprocity and equality, was con-
&luded in March last, and, having been ratified by the Belgian Govern-
ment, will be duly laid before the Senate. It is a subject of congratula-
tion that it provides for the ~atisfactory adjustment of a l?ng standi~g 
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question of controversy; thus removing the only obstacle which could 
obstruct the friendly and mutually advantageous intercourse between the 
two nations. A messenger has been despatched with the Hanoverian 
treaty to Berlin, where, according to stipulation, the ratifications are to 
be exchanged. I am happy to announce to you that, after many delays 
and diffi.~ulties , a treaty of commerce and navigation, between the United 
States and Portugal, was concluded and signed at Lisbon, on tbe 26th of 
August last, by the plenipotentiaries of the two Governments. Its stipu-
lations ~re founded upon those principles of mutual liberality and advan-
tage which the UniteJ States have always sought to make the basis of 
their intercourse with foreign !lowers, and it is hoped they will tend to 
foster and strengthen the commercial intercourse of the two countries. 
Under the appropriation of the last session of Congress, an agent ha~ 
been sent to Germany, for the purpose of promoting the interests of om 
tobacco- trade. 
The commissioners appointed under the convention for the adjustmen~ 
of claims of citizeus of the United States upon Mexico having met and 
organized at Washington, in August last, the papers in the possession o~ 
the Governmen , relating to those claims , were communicated to the board 
The claims not embraced by that convention are now the subject of nego-
tiation between the two Governments, through the medium of our minis-
ter at Mexico. 
Nothing has occurred to disturb the harmony of our relations 'vith the 
dHferent Go ·ernments of South America. I regret, however, to be obliged 
to inform you that the claims of our citizens upon the late Republic of 
Colombia have not yet been satisfied by the separate Governments into 
which it has been resolved. 
The ch~rge d'affaires of Brazil having expressed the intention of his 
Government not to prolong the treaty of 1828, it will cease to be obliga-
tory upon eif1er party on the 12th day of December, 1841, when thP- ex-
tensive commercial inter('.ourse between the United States and that vast 
empire willuo longer be regulated by e"·press stipulations. 
I+ affords me pleasure to communicate to you that the Government of 
Chili has ntered into an agreement to indemnify the claimants in the 
case of the :Macedonian, for American property seized in 1819; and to 
add, that information has also been received which justifies the hope of 
an early adjustment of the remaining claims upon that Government. 
The commissioners appointed in pursuance of the convention between 
the United States and rrexas, for marking the boundary between them, 
have, according to the last report received ii·om our commissioner, sur-
veyed and established the whole extent of the boundary north along the 
western bank of the Sabine river, from its entrance into the Gulf of 
Mexico to the thirty-second degree of north latitude. The eommission 
adjourned on the 16th of June last, to reassemble on the 1st of November, 
for the purpo e of establishing a curately the intersection of the thirty-
second uegree of latitude with the western bank of the Sabine, and the 
meridian line thence to Red river. It is presumed that the work will be 
concluded in the present season. 
The present sound condition of their finances, and the sncce~s with 
which embarrassments in regard to them, at times apparently insur-
mountable, have been overcome, are matters upon which the people and 
Government of the United States may well congratulate themselves. An 
overflowing treasury, however it may be regarded as an e 'dence of pub~ 
lie prosperity, is seldom conducive to the permanent welfare of any 
people; and experience has demonstrated its incompatibility with the 
salutary action of political institutions like those of the United States. 
Our safest reliance for .financial efficiency and ir.dependence has, on the 
contrary, been found to consist in ample resources unencumbered with 
debt; and, in this respect, the Federal Government occupies a si~ularly 
fortunate and truly enviable position. 
When I entered npon the discharge of my official duties in March, 
1837, the act for the distribution of the surplus revenue was in a course 
of rapid execution. Nearly tw-enty-eight millions of dollars of the public 
moneys were, in pursuance of its provisions, deposited with the States in 
the months of January, April, and July, of that year. In May there 
occurred a general suspension of specie payments by the banks, including, 
with very few exceptions, those in which the public moneys were depos~ 
ited, and upon whose fidelity the Government had unfortunately made 
itself dependent for the revenues which had been collected from the peo-
ple, and were indispensable to the public service. 'rhis suspension, and 
the excesses in banking and commerce out of which it arose, and which 
were greatly aggravated by its occurrence, made, to a great extent, unuvail~ 
able the principal part of the public money then on hand; suspended the 
collection of many millions accruing on merchants' bonds ; and greatly 
reduced the revenue arising from customs and the public lands. These 
effects have continued to operate, in various degrees, to the present period; 
and, in addition to the decrease in the revenue thus produced, two and a 
half millions of duties have been relinquished by two biennial reductions 
under the act of 1833, and probably as much more upon the importation 
of iron for railroads, by special legislation. 
Whilst such has been our condition for the last four years in relation 
to revenue, we have, during the same period, been subjected to an un~ 
avoidable continuance of large extraordinary expenses necessarily grow-
ing out of past transactious, and which could not be immediately arrested 
without great prejudice to the public interest. Of these, the charge upon 
the Treasury, in consequence of the Cherokee treaty alone, without ad-
verting to others arising out of Indian treaties, has alre~ dy exceeded 
five millions of dollars; that for the prosecution of mensures for the 
removal of the Seminole Indians, which were found in progress, has been 
nearly fourteen millions; and the public buildings have required the 
unusual sum of nearly three millions. 
lt affords me, however, great pleasure to be able to say, that, from the 
commenecment of this period to the present day, every demand upon the 
Government, at home or abroad, has been promptly met. This .has been 
done, not only without creating a permanent debt, or a resort to addi-
tional taxation in any form, but in the midst of a steadily-progressive 
reduction of existing burdens upon the people, leaving still a considera-
ble balance of available funds which will remain in the Treasurv at the 
end of the year. The small amount of 'freasury notes, not exceeding 
four and a half millions of dollars, still outstanding, and less by twenty-
three millions than the United States have in deposite \vith the States, 
is composed of such only as are not yet due, or have not beeu presented 
or payment. They may be redeemed out of. th? acc~ing revenue, i~ t~e 
expenditures do not exceed the amount w1th1n wh1.ch they may, 1t IS 
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thought, be kept without prejudice to the public interest, and the revenue-
shall prove to be as large as may justly be anticipated. / 
Among the reflections arising from the contemplation of these circum-
stances, one, not the least gratifying, is the consciousness that the Gov-
ernment had the resolution and the ability to adhere, in every emergency 
to the sacred obligations of law; to execute all its contracts according to 
the requirements of the constitution ; and thus to present, when most 
needed, a rallying-point by which the business of the whole country 
might be brought back to a safe and unvarying standard-a result vi-
tally important as well to the interests as to the morals of the people. 
There can surely now be no difference of opinion in regard to the incal-
culable evils that would have arisen if the Government, at that critica 
.moment, had suffered itself to be deterred from upholdtng the only true 
.:>tandard of value, either by the pressure of adverse circumstances or the 
-violence of unmerited denunciation. 'The manner in which the people 
·ustamed the performance of this duty wa highly honorable to their for-
titude and patriotism. It cannot fail to timulate their agents to adhere, 
under all circumstances, to the line of duty; and to satisfy them of the 
safety with which a course really right, and demanded by a financial crisis, 
may, in a community like ours, be pursued, however apparently severe its 
immediate operation. 
The policy of the Federal Government, in extinguishing as rapidly as 
possible the national debt, and, subsequently, in resisting every temptation 
to create a new one, deserves to be regarded in the same favorable light. 
Among the many objections to a national debt, the certain tendency o 
public securities to concentrate ultimately in the coffers of foreign stock-
holders, is one which is every day gathering strength. Already have the. 
resources of many of the States, and the future industry of their citizens, 
been indefinitely mortgaged to the subjects ef European Governments, to 
the amount of twelve millions annually, to pay the constantly accruing 
nterest on borrowed money-a sum exceeding half the ordinary reve-
nues of the whole United States. 'I'he pretext which this relation afford 
~ foreigners to scrutinize the management of our domestic affairs, if not 
~ctually to intermeddle with them, presents a subject for earnest attention, 
not to say of serious alarm. Fortunately, the Federal Government, with 
the exception of an obligation entered into in behalf of the District of 
Columbia, which must soon be discharged, is wholly exempt from any 
.:mch embarrassment. t is also, as i.., believed, the only Government 
which, having fully and faithfully paid all its creditors, has also relieved 
it elf entirely from debt. To maintain a distinction so desirable, and so 
honorable to our national character, should be an object of earnest solicitude. 
Never should a free people, if it be possible to avoid it, expose themselves 
•o the nece sity of having to treat of the peace, the honor, or the safety of 
he Republic, with the Governments of foreign creditors, who, however 
well disposed they may be to cultivate with us in general fi·iendly relations, 
are nevertheless, by the law of their own condition, made hostile to the 
success and permanency of political institutions like ours. Most humil-
iating may be the embarrassments consequent upon such a condition. 
t\.nother objection, scarcely less formidable, to the commencement of a 
new debt, is its inevitable tendency to inctea:;;e in magnitude, and to fos-
r.er national e rtravagance. He ha been an unprofitable observer of events, 
v:r o needs at thi day to be admonished of the difficulties which a Gov-
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·emment, habitually dependent on loans to sustain its ordinary expendl-
tures, has to encounter in resisting the influences constantly exerted ilil 
favor of additional loans; by capitalists, who enrich themselves by Govern-
ment securities for amounts much exceeding the money they actually ad-
vance-a prolific source of individual aggrandizement in all borrowing 
countries; by stockholders, who seek their gains in the rise and fc1.ll of pub-
ic stocks; and by the selfish importmiities of applicants :fr>r appropriations 
for works avowedly for the accommodation of the public, but the real ob --
jects of which are, too frequently, the advancement of private interests. 
The known necessity which so many of the States will be under to im-· 
pose taxes for the payment of the interest on their debts, furnishes an ad-
ditional arid very cogent reason why the Federal Government should 
l'efrain from creating a national debt, by which the people would be ex-
posed to double taxation for a similar object. vVe possess within ourselves 
ample resources for every emergency; and we may be quite sure that our 
citizens, in no future exigency, will be unwilling to supply the Govern -
ment with all the means asked for the defence of the country. In time 
of peace there can, at all events, Le no justification for the creation of a 
permanent debt by the Federal Government. Its limited range of consti- 1 
tutional duties may certainly, under such circumstances, be performed 
without such a resort. It has, it is seen, been avoided during four years 
of greater fiscal difficulties than have existed in a similar period since the 
-adoption of the constitution, and one also remarkable for the occurrence 
. .of extraordinary causes of expenditures. 
But, to accdmplish so desirable an object, two things are indispensable: 
rst, that the action of the Federal GoYernment be kept within the bound-
aries prescribed by its founders; and, secondly, that all appropriations for 
objects admitted to be constitutional, and the expenditure of them also, 
be subjected to a standard of rigid but well-considered and practical 
economy. The first depends chiefly on the people themselves, the 
opinions they form of the true construction of the constitution, and the 
<Confidence they repose in the political sentiments of those they select as 
their representatives in the Federal Legislature; the second rests upon 
the fidelity with which their more immediate representatives, and othe 
ublic functionaries, discharge the trusts committed to them. TJJ.e duty 
of economizing the expenses of the public service is admitted on al 
hands; yet there are few subjects upon which there exists a wider-
difference of opinion than is eonstantly manifested in regard to the 
:fidelity with which that duty is discharged. Neither diversity of senti-
ment, nor even mutual recrhninations, upon a point in respect to \vhich 
"the public mind is so justly sensitive, can well be entirely ayoided; and 
1east so at periods of great political excitement. An intelligent people, 
however, seldom fail to arrive, in the end, at correct conclusions in such a 
matter. Practical economy in the manngement of public affairs can have 
no adverse influence to contend with more powerful thnn a large surplus 
evenue; and the unusually large appropriations for 1837 m::ty, without 
doubt, independently of the extraordinary requisitions for the public 
·13ervice growiug out of the state of our Indian relations, be, in no incon-
siderable degree, traced to this source. 'fhe sudden and rapid distribu-
tion Gf the large surplus then in the Treasury, and the equally~ udden and 
mprecedentedly severe revulsion in tl1e commerce and business of the 
eountry, pointing with unerring certai 1ty to a great and protrac d redUC·· 
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tion of the revenue, strengthened the propriety of the earliest practicable 
reduction of the public expenditures. 
But, to change a system operating upon so large a surface, and applicae 
ble to such numerous and diversified interests and objects, was more than 
the work of a day. The attention of every department of the Govern-
ment was immediately, and in good faith, directed to that end; and has 
been so continued to the present moment. The estimates and appropri-
ation. for the year 183 fthe first over which 1 had any control) were 
somewhat diminished. The expenditures of 1839 were reduced six mil-
lions of dollar . Those of 1840, exclusive of disbursements for public 
debt and trust claims, will probably not exceed twenty-two aud a half 
millions; being between two and three millions less than those of the 
preceding year, and nine or ten millions less than those of 1837. Nor 
has it been found necessary, in order to produce this result, to resort to the 
power conferred by Congress, of postponing certain classes of the public 
works, except by deferring expenditures for a short period upon a limited 
portion of them; and which postponement terminated some time since, 
at the mon ent the Treasury Department, by further receipts from the 
indebted banks, became fully assured of its ability to meet them without 
prejudice to the public service in other respects. Causes are in operation 
which will, it is believed, justify a still further reduction, without injury 
to any important national interest. 'rhe expenses of sustaining the 
troops employed in Florida have been gradually and greatly reduced, 
through the pcrRevering efforts of the War Department; and a reasonable 
hope may be entertained that the necessity for military operations in that 
quarter will soon cease. Tbe removal of the Indians from within our 
settled borders is nearly completed. The pension list, one of the heaviest 
charges upon the Treasury, is rapidly diminishing by death. The most 
costly of our public buildings are either finished, or nearly so; and we 
may, I think, safely promise ourselve" a continued exemption from border 
difficulties. 
The available balance in the Treasury on the 1st of January next is 
estimated at one million nd a half of dollars. This sum, with the ex-
pected receipts from all source~ during the next year, will, it is believed, 
be sufficient to enable the Government to meet every engagement, and 
leave a suitable balance in the Treasury at the end of the year, if the 
remedial measures connected with the customs and the public lands, 
heretofore recommended, shall be adopted, and the new appropriations by 
Congress shall not carry the expenditures beyond the official estimates. 
The new system establi hed l?y Congress for the safekeeping of the 
public money, prescribing the kind of currency to be rel!eived for the pub-
lic revenue, and providing additional guards and securities against losses, 
has now been several months in operation. Although it might be prema~ 
turc, up01 an experience of such limited duration, to form a definite opin-· 
ion in regard to the extent of its influences in correcting many evils un-
der which the Federal Government and the country have hitherto suffcre 
specially those that have grown out of bunking expansions, a depreci-
ated currcn~y, and official defalcations; yet it is but right to say that no-
thing has occurred in the practical operation of the system to weaken in 
the slightest degree, but much to strengthen, the confident anticipation~ 
of its friends. "The grounds of the e have been heretofore so fully ex-
plained a to require no recapitulation. In respect to the facility and con-
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venience it affords in conducting the public service, and the ability of the 
Government to discharge through its agency every duty attendant on the 
collection, transfer, and disbursement of the public money with prompti-
tude and success, I can say, with confidence, that the apprehensions of 
those who felt it to be their duty to oppose its adoption have proved to 
be unfounded. On the contrary, this branch of the fiscal affairs of the 
Government has been, and it is believed may always be, thus carried on 
with every desirable facility and security. A few changes and improve-
ments in the details of the system, without affecting any principles involved 
in it, will he submitted to you by the Secretary of the Treasury, and will, 
I am sure, receive at your hands that attention to which they may, on 
examination, be found to be entitled. 
I have deemed this brief summary of our fiscal affairs necessary to the 
due performance of a duty specially enjoined upon me by the constitu-
tion. It will serve, also, to illustrate more fully the principles by which 
I have been guided in reference to two contested points in our public 
policy, which were earliest in their development, and have been more 
important in their consequences, than any that have arisen under our 
complicated and difficult, yet admirable, system of government: I allude 
to a national debt, and a national bank. It was in these that the politi-
cal contests by which the country has been agitated ever since the adop-
tion of the constitution, in a great measure, originated; and there is too 
much reason to apprehend that the conflicting interests a,nd opposing 
principles thus marshalled, will continue, as heretofore, to produce similar, 
if not aggravated, consequences. 
Coming into office the declared enemy of both, I ha1 e earnestly en-
eavored to prevent a resort to either. 
The consideration that a large public debt affords an apology, and pro-
duces, in some degree, a necessity also, for resorting to a system and ex-
tent of taxation which is not 0nly oppressive throughout, but likewise so 
pt to lead, in the end, to the commission of that most odious of all offences 
against the principles of republican government-the prostitution of polit-
ical power, conferred for the general benefit, to the aggrandizement of par-
ticular classes, and the gratification of individual cupidity-is alone suffi-
cieut, independently of the weighty objections wh.ich have already been 
urged, to render its creation and existence the sources of bitter and unap-
peasable discord. If we add to this, its inevitable tendency to produce and 
foster extravagant expenditures of the public money, by which a. necessity 
is created for new loans and new burdens on the people; and, finally, if we 
refer to the examples of every Government which has exi ted, for proof 
how seldom it is that the system, when once adopted and implanted in 
the policy of a country, has failed to expand itself; until public credit was 
exhausted, and the people were no longer able to endure its increasing 
weight, it seems impossible to resist the conclusion, that no benefits re-
sulting from its career, no extent of conquest, no acces ion of wealth to 
particular classes, nor any, nor all its combined advantage. , can counter-
balance its ultimate but certain results-a .. plendid GoYernment, and an 
impoverished people. 
If a national bank was, as is undeniable, repudiated by the framers of 
the constitution as incompatible with the rights of the States and the 
liberties of the people; if, from the beginning, it has been regarded by 
arge portions of our citizens as coming in direct collision with that great 
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and vital amendment of the constitution, which dec.lares that all powcr3 
not conferred by that instrument on the General Government are reserved 
to the States and to the people; if it has been v~ewed by them as the first 
great step in the march of latitudinous construction, which, unchecked, 
would render that sacr d instrument of as little value as an unwritten 
con titution, dependent, as it would alone be, for its meaning, on the in-
tere ted interpretation of a dominant party, and affording no security to 
he rights of the minority ;-if such is undeniably the case, what rational 
grounds could have been conceived for anticipating aught but determined 
opposition to such an institution at the present day. 
Could a different result have been expected, when the consequences 
. hieh have flowed from its creation, and particularly from its struggles 
to perpetuate its existence, had confirmed, in so striking a manner, the 
apprehensions of its earliest opponents; when it had been so clearly 
demonstrated that a concentrated money-power, wielding so vast a eapi-
tc l, and combining such incalculable means of influence, may, in those 
peculiar conjunctures to which this Government is unavoidably exposed, 
prove an overmatch for the political power of the people themselves ; 
when the true character of its capacity to regulate, according to its will 
and its interest , and the interests of its favorite·, the value and produc-
tion of the labor and property of every man in this extended country, had 
been so fully and fearfully developed; when it was notorious that all 
dasses of this great community had, by means of the power and influence 
it thus possesses, been infected to madness with a spirit of heedless spec-
ulation ; when it had been seen that, secure in the support of the combi-
nation of influences by which it was surrounded, it could violate its 
.charter, and set the laws at defiance with impunity; and when, too, it 
had become most apparent that to belieYe that such an accumulation of 
powers can ever be granted without the certainty of being abused was to 
indulge in a fatal delusion? 
To avoid the necessity of a permanent debt, and its inevitable conse-
quences, I have ad vacated, and endeavored to carry jnto effect, the policy 
uf confining the appropriation for the public crv-ice to such objects only 
as arc clearly within the con titntional authority of the Federal Govern-
ment; of excluding from its expenses those improvident and unauthor-
ized grants of public money for works of internal improvement, which 
were so wisely arrested by the constitutional interposition of my prede-
ce sor, and which, if they had not been so checked, would long before 
~his time have invoh·ecl the finances of the General Government in em-
barrassments far greater than those which are llOW experienced_ by any of 
the 'tates; of limiting all our expenditures to that simple, unostentatious, 
nd economical administration of public affairs, which is alone consistent 
with the character of our institutions; of collecting annually from the 
custom , and the "ales of public lands, a revenue fully adequate to defray 
\l the expenses thus ineurred, but, under no pretE!nce whatsoever, to im-
sc taxes upon the people to a greater amount than was actually necessary 
io the public eiTice, conducted upon the principles I have stated. 
In lieu of a national bank, or a dependence upon banks of any descrip-
tion, for the managemc11t of our fiscal affairs, I recommended the adop-
tion of the system which is now in successful operation. That system 
affords every requisite facility for the transaction of the pecuniary con-
C•'rns of the Government; will, it is confidently anticipated, produce in 
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- other respects many of the benefits which have been from time to time 
expected from the creation of a national bank, but which have never been 
realized ; avoid the manifold evils inseparable from such an institution ; 
diminish, to a greater extent than could be accomplished by any othe 
measure of reform, the patronage of the Federal Government-a wise poli-
cy in all Governments, but more especially so in one like ours, which 
works well only in proportion as it is made to rely for it support upon the 
unbiassed and unadulterated opinions of its constituents; do away, for-
ever, all dependence on corporate bodies, either in the raising, collecting, 
safekeeping, or disbnrsinO' the public revenues; and place the Government 
equally above the temptation of fostering a dangerous and unconstitu-
tional institution at home, or the necessity of adapting its policy to r.he 
views and interests of a still more formidable money-power abroad. 
It is by adopting and carrying out these principles, under circumstan-
ces the most arduous and discouraging, that the attempt has been made, 
thu far successfully, to demonstrate to the people of the United State 
that a national bank at all times, and a national debt, except it be incur-
red at a period when the honor and safety of the nation demand the tem-
porary sacrifice of a policy, which should only be abandoned in sucl 
exigencies, arc not merely unnecessary, but in direct aud deadly hostility 
to the principles of their GoYernment, and to their own permanent wel-
fare. 
The progress made in the development of these positions, appear in 
the preceding sketch of the past history and present state of the financial 
concerns of the Federal Government. The facts there stated fully au -
thorize the assertion, that all the purpose. :fin which this Government wa 
instituted have been accomplished during four years of greater pecuniary 
embarrassment than were ever before experienced in time of peace, and 
in the face of opposition as formidable as any that was ever before arrayed 
against the poli,~y of an administration ; that this has been done \Vhen the 
ordinary reYenues of the Go,~crnment were generally .decreasing, as well 
from tbe operation of the law.s, as the· condition of the country, without 
the creation of a pernmncnt public debt, or incurring any liability, othe 
than such as the ordinary resources of the Government will speedily i -
charge, and ''Tithout the agency of a national bank. 
If this view of the proceediugs of the Go\lcrnment, .f(w the period it ell -
braces, he ,,~arran ted by the 1~1ets as they are known to exist; if the army 
and navy have been sustained to thP- full extent authorized by law, and 
which Congress deemed suflleient for the deicnce of the country and th , 
protection -of its ri,.hts <md its honor; if its civH and diplomatic service 
has been equally sustained ; if ample provision has been made for the 
administration of justice and the execution of the Jaws;. if the claims 
upon public gratitude in behalf of the soldiers of the Revolution have 
been promptly met anq faithfully discharged; if there haYe been no fail-
ures in defrayiug the very large expenditure growing out of that lana--
continued and salutary policy o~ peacefully removing the Indians to 
regions of comparative s:1fety and prosperity; if the public faith has at all 
times, and every where, been most scrupulously maintained by a protnpt 
discharge of the numerous, extended, and diversified elaims on the 'Trea -
ury ;-if all these great and permanent objects, with many others that might 
be stated, have, for a series of years, marked by peculiar obstacles and 
difficulties, ~en succesgfully accomplished without a resort to a perma· 
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J: ent debt, or the aid of a national bank; have we not a right to expect 
that a policy, the o~ject of which has been to sustain the public service 
independently of either of these fruitful sources of discord, will receive the 
final sanction of a people whose unbiassed and fairly elicited judgment 
upon public affairs is never ultimately wrong? 
1'hat embarrassments in the pecuniary concerns of individuals, of un-
exampled extent and duration, have recently existed in this, as in other 
commercial nations, is undoubtedly true. 'ro suppose it necessary now 
to trace these reverses to their sources, would be a reflection on the intel-
ligence of my fellow-citizens. \Vhatever may have been the obscurity in 
which the subject was invol vcd during the earlier stages of the revulsion, 
there cannot now be many by whom the whole question is not fully 
nderstood. 
Not deeming it within the constitutional powers of the General Govern-
ment to repair private losses sustained by reverses in business having no 
connexion with the public service, either by direct appropriations from 
the 'rreasnry, or by special legislation designed to secure exclusive priv-
Ileges and immunities to individuals or classes in preference to, and at 
the expense of, the great majority necessarily debarred from any partieipa-
tion in them, no attempt to do so has been either made, recommended, or 
encouraged, by the present Executive. 
It is believed, however, that the great purpose for the attainment of 
;vhich the Federal Goyernment was instituted have not been lost sight 
of. Intrusted only with certain limited powers, cautiously enumerated, 
di ·tinctly specified, and defined with a precision and clearness which 
would seem to defy misconstruction, it has been my constant aim to con-
fine myself within the limits so clearly marked out, and so carefully 
guarded. Having ahvays been of opinion that the best preservative of 
the union of the States is to be found in a total abstinence from the exer-
cise of all doubtful po\'ters on the part of the Federal Government, rather 
than in attempts to n sume them by a loose construction of the constitu-
tion, or an ingenious perversion of its words, I have endeavored to avoid 
recommending any measure which I had reason to apprehend would, in 
the opinion even of a considerable minority of my fellow-citizens, be re-
garded as trenching ou the rights of the States, or the provisions of the 
hallowed instrunumt of our Union. Viewing the aggregate powers of the 
Federal Government as a n>lnntary concession of the States, it seemed to 
me th:.1t such only slwuld be exercised as ·were at the time intended to be 
given. 
I have been strengtltcnell, too~ in the propriety of this course, by the 
conviction that all efforts to go beyond this, tend only to produce dissatis-
faction and di~tru~t, to exc.ite jealousies, and to provoke resi ·tance. In-
stead of adding strength to the Federal Government, even when success-
ful, they must ever prove a source of incurable weakness, by alienating a 
portion of those whose adhesion is indispensable to the great aggregate of 
united strength, and whose voluntmy attachment is, in my estimation, 
fur more essential to the efficiency of a government strong in the best of 
all possible strength-the confidence and attachment of all those who 
make up its constituent elements. , 
Thus believing, it has been my purpose to secure to the whole people, 
and to every member of the confederacy, by general, salutary, and equal 
.laws alone, the benefit of those republican institutions which it was the: 
• 
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end and aim of the constitution to establish, and the impa~l'tial influenO<:. 
of which is, in my judgment, indispensable to their preservation. I can-
not bring myself to believe that the lasting happiness of the people, the 
prosperity ~f .the States, or the ~r~anency of their Un~~n, ca~ be mai.n-
tained by gtvtng preference or pnonty to any class of c1t1zens m the dis· 
tribution of benefits or privileges, or by the adoption of measures which 
enrich one portion of the Union at the expense of another ; nor can I see 
in the interference of the Federal Government with the local legislation 
and reserved rights of the States a remedy for present, or a security again"'t 
future, dangers. 
The first, and assuredly not the least, important step towards relieving 
the country from the condition into which it had been plunged by excesses 
in trade, banking, and credits of all kinds, was to place the business 
transactions of the Government itself on a solid basis; giving and receiv-
ing in all cases value for value, and neither countenancing nor encour-
aging in others that delusive system of credits from which it has been found 
so difficult to escape, and which has left nothing behind it but the wre<'.k 
that mark its fatal career. 
That the financial affairs of the Government are now, and have been 
during the whole period of. these widespreading difficulties, conducted 
with a strict and invariable regard to this great fundamental principle, and 
that by the assumption and maintenance of the stand thus taken on ~he 
very threshold of the approaching crisis, more than by any other cause or 
causes whatever, the community at large has been shielded from the in-
calculable evils of a general and indefinite suspension of,specie payments 
and a consequent annihilation, for the whole peri0d it might have lasted, 
of a just and invariable standard of value, will, it is believed, at this period) 
scarcely be questioned. 
A steady adherence, on the part of the Government, to the policy which 
has produced such salutary results, aided by judicious State legislation.> 
and, what is not less important, by the industry, enterprise, perseverance,. 
and economy of the American people, cannot fail to raise the whole coun-
try, at au early ~riod, to a State of solid and enduring prosperity, not 
m1bject to be aga1n overthrown by the suspension of banks or the explo-
sion of a bloated credit system. It is for the people, and their represent-
atives, to decide whether or not the permanent welfare of the country 
(which all good citizens equally desire, however widely they may differ 
as to the means of it accomplishment) shall be in this way secured; or 
whether the management of t~e pecuniary concerns of the Government, 
and, by consequence, tu a great extent, those of individuals also, shall Jx. 
carried back to a condition of things which fostered those contractions 
and expansions of the currency, and those reckless abuses of credit, fmm 
the baleful effects of which the country has so deeply suffered-a retun• 
that can promise, in the end, no better results than to reproduce the em-
barrassments the Government has experienced; and to remove from th 
shoulder~ of the present, to those of fresh victims, the bitter fruits of tha 
spirit of speculative enterprise to whi~h our countrymen are so liable, and 
upon which the lessons of experience are so unavailing. The choice is an 
important one, and J sincerely hope that it may be wisely made. 
A_ report from t 1e Secretary of War, presenting a detailed view oft e 
affaus of that department, accompanies this communication. 
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The desultory duties connected with the removal of the Indians, in 
which the army has been constantly engaged on the northern and western 
frontiers, and in Florida, have rendered it impracticable to carry into full 
effect the plan recommended by the Secretary for improving its discipline. 
In every instance where the regiments have been concentrated, they 
have made great progress; and the best results may be anticipated from 
a continuance of this system. During the last season, a part of the troops 
have been employed in removing Indians from the interior to the terri-
tory assigned them in the west-a duty which they have performed effi-
ciently, and with praiseworthy humanity; and that portion of them which 
has been stationed in Florida continued active operations there through 
out the heats of summer. 
'rbe policy of the United States in regard to the Indians, of which a 
succinct account is given in n1y message of 1838, and of the wisdom and 
expediency of which I am fully satisfied, has been continued in active 
operation throughout the whole period of my administration. Since th . 
spring of 1831, more than forty thousand Indians have been removed 
their new homes west of the 'lississippi; and I am happy to add, that 
all accounts concur in representing the result of this n1easure as cmi 
nently beneficial to that people. 
The emigration of the Seminoles alone has been attended with serious 
difficulty, and occasioned bloodshed; hostilities having been commenced 
by the Indians in Florida, under the apprehension that they would be 
compelled, by force, to comply with their treaty stipulations . . The exe-
cution of the treaty of Payne's Landing, signed in 1832, but not ratified 
until1834, was postponed, at the solicitation of the Indians, until 1836. 
when they again renewed their agreement to remove peaceably to their 
new homes in the west. In the face of this solemn and renewed compact, 
they broke their faith, and commenced hostilities by the massacre of Major 
Dade's command, the murder oetheir agent, General Thompson, and other 
acts of cruel treachery. 'Vhen this alarming and unexpected intelligence 
reached the seat of Government, every effort appears to have been made 
to reinforce General Clinch, who commanded the troops then in Florida. 
General Eustis was despatched with reinforcements from Charleston; 
troops were called out from Alabama, Tennessee, and Georgia; and Gen-
eral Scott was sent to take the command, with ample powers and ampl 
means. At the fir~t alarm, General Gaines organized a force at New Or-
leans, a'1d, without waiting for orders, landed in Florida, where be de-
livered over the troops he had brought with him to General Scott. 
Governor Call was subsequently appointed to conduct a summer cam-
paign, and, at the clo e of it, was replaced by General Jesup. The 
events and changes took place under the administration of my pre~ 
decessor. Notwithstanding the exertions of the experienced officers 
who had command there for eighteen months, on entering upon the ad-
ministration of the Government I found the Territory of Florida a prey 
to Indian atrocities. A strenupus effort was immediately made to bring 
these hostilities to a close; and the army, under General Jesup, was rein-
forced until it amounted to ten thousand men, and furnished. with abun-
dant supplies of every description. In this campaign a great number of 
the enemy were captured and destroyed; but the character of the contest 
only was changed. The Indians, having been defeated in every engage-
ment, disper ed in small bands throughout the country, and became an 
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enterprising, formidable, and ruthless banditti. General Taylor, who sue. 
ceeded General Jesup. used his best exertions to subdue them, and was 
seconded in his efforts by the officers under his command; but he, too, 
failed to protect the Territory from their depredations. By an act of sig-
nal and cruel treachery, they broke the truce made with them by General 
Macomb, who was sent from vr ashington for the purpose of carrying into 
effect the expressed wishes of Congress, and have continued their devas-
tations ever since. General Armistead, who was in Florida when Gene-
ral Taylor left the army, by permission, assumed the command, and, after 
active summer operations, was met by propositio 1s for peace; and, from 
the fortunate coincidence of the arrival in Florida, at the same period, of 
a delegation from the Seminoles who are happily settled west of the Mis-
sissippi, and are now anxious to persuade their countrymen ~o join them 
there, hopes were for some time entertained that the Indians might be in-
duced to leave the Territory without fm:ther difficulty. ,.rhese hopes 
J1ave proved fallacious, and hostilities have been renewed throughout the 
whole of the Territory. That this contest has endured so long, is to be 
attributed to causes beyond the r.:ontrol of the Government. Experienced 
generals have had the command of the troops ; officers and soldiers have 
alike distinguished themselves for their activity, patience, and endurir.g 
.courage; the army has been constantly furnished with supplies of every 
.description; and we must look for the causes which have so long pro-
-crastinated the issue of the conte5t, in the vast extent of the theatre of 
hostilities, the almost insurmountable obstacles presented by the nature 
·of the country, the climate, and the wily character of the savages. 
The sites for marine hospitals on the rivers and lakes, which I \Va au-
thorized to select and. cause to be purchased, have all been designated; 
but, the appropriation not proving sufficient, conditional arrangements 
·Only have been made for their acquisition. It is for Congress to decide 
whether those conditional purchases shall be sanctioned, and the humane 
intentions of the law carried into full effect. 
The navy, as will appear from the accompanying report of the Secre-
·tary, has been usefully and honorably employed in the protection of our 
.commerce and citizens in the l\Tediterranean, the Pacific, on the coast of 
:Brazil, and in the Gulf of Mexico. A small squadron, consisting of the 
frigate Constellation and the sloop of war Boston, under Commodore 
Kearney, is now on its way to the China and Indian seas, for the purpose 
.of attending to our interests in that quarter; and Commander Aulick, in 
the sloop-of-war Yorktown, has been instructed to visit the Sandwich and 
Society islands, the coasts of New Zealand and Japan, together with other 
1ports and islands frequented by our whale-ships, for the purpose of giving 
them countenance and protection, should they be required. Other smaller 
vessels have been, and still are, employed in prosecuting the surveys of 
the coast of the United States, directed by various acts of Congress; and 
those which haYe been completed will shortly be laid before you. 
The exploring expedition, at the latest date, was preparing to leave the 
.Bay of Islands, New Zealand, in further prosecution of objects which 
have thus far been successfully accomplished. The discovery of a new 
continent, which was first seen in latitude 66° 2' south, longitude 154° 27' 
east, and afterwards in latitude 66° 31' south, longitude 153° 40' east, by 
Lieutenants Wilkes and Hudson, for an extent of eighteen hundred miles, 
but on which they were prevented from landing by vast bodies of ica 
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·which encompassed it, is one of the honorable 'results of the enterprise. 
Lieutenant Wilkes bears testimony to the zeal and good conduct of his 
officers and men; and it is but justice to that officer to state that he ap-
:pears to have performed the duties assigned him with an ardor, .ability, 
and perseverance, which give every assurance of an honorable issue to 
the undertaking. 
The report of the Postmaster General, herewith transmitted, will exhibit 
the service of that department the past year, and its present condition. 
The transportation has been maintained during the year to the full 
extent alithorized by the existing laws; some improvements have been 
effected, which the public interest seemed urgently to · demand, but not 
mvolving any material additional expenditure; the contractors have gen.;. 
era:Jly performed their cengagements with fidelity; the postmasters, with. 
few exceptions, have rendered their accounts and paid their quarterly 
balances with promptitude; and the whole service of the department has: 
maintained the efficiency for which it has for several years been distin-
guished. 
The acts of Congress establishing new mail routes, and requiring more 
expensive services on others, and the increasing wants of the country, 
have, for three years past, carried the expenditures something beyond the 
accruing revenues; the excess having been met, until the past year, by 
the surplus which had previously accumulated. 'rhat surplus having 
been exhausted, and , the anticipated increase in the revenue not having 
been realized, owing to the depression in the commercial business of the 
country, the finances of the department exhibit a small deficiency at the 
close of the last fiscal year. Its resources, however, are ample; and th~ 
reduced rates of compensation for the transportation service, whjch may 
be expected on the future lettings, from the general reduction of prices, 
with the increase of revenue that may reasonably be anticipated from the 
revival of commercial activity, must soon place the finances of the de-
partment in a prosperous condition. 
Considering the unfavorable circumstances which have existed during-
the past year, it is a gratifying result that the revenue has not declined, as:: 
compared with the preceding year, but, on the contrary, exhibits a small 
increase; the circumstances referred to having had no other effect than to 
check the expected income. . 
It will be seen that the, Postmaster General suggests certain improve-
ments in the establishment, designed to reduce the weight of the mails,. 
cheapen the transportation, ensure greater regularity in the service, and 
secure a considerable reduction in the rates of letter-postage-an object 
h~hly desirable. The subject is one of general interest to the community~ 
and is respectfully recommended to your consideration. 
Tlie suppression of the African slave-trade has received the continued 
...attention of the Government. The brig Dolphin and schooner Grampu~ 
have been employed during the last season on the coast of Africa,. for the 
purpose of preventing such portions of that trade as was said to be pros-
ecuted under the American flag. After cruising off those parts of the 
coast most usually resorted to by slavers, until the commencement of the 
rainy season, these vessels returned to the United States for supplies, and 
have since been despatched on a ~imilar service. 
From the reports of the commanding officers, it appears that the 
t'ade is now principally carried on under Portuguese colors; and they 
2 
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express the opinion that the apprehension of their presence on the shiv 
coast has, in a great degree, arrested the prostitution of the American flag 
to this inhuman purpose. It is hoped that, by continuing to maintain 
this force in that quarter, and by the exertions of the officers in command, 
much will be done to put a stop to whatever portion of this traffic may 
have been carried on under the American flag, and to prevent its use in a 
trade which, while it violates the laws, is equally an outrage on the rights 
of others and the feelings of humanity. 'rhe efforts of the several Gov-
ernments who are anxiously seeking to suppress this traffic must, how-
ever, be directed against the facilities afforded by what are now recognised 
as legitimate commercial pursuits, before that object can be fully accom-
plished. Supplies of provisions, water-casks, merchandise, and articles 
connected with the prosecution of the slave-trade, are, it is understood, 
freely carried by vessels of different nations to the slave factories ; and 
the effects of the factors are transported openly from one slave station to 
another, without interruption or punishment by either of the nations to 
which they belong, engaged in the commerce of that region. I submit 
to your judgments whether this Government, having been the first to 
prohibit, by adequate penalties, the slave-trade-the first to declare it 
piracy-should not be the first, also, to forbid to its citizens all trade with 
the slave factories on the coast of Africa; giving an example to all nations 
]n this respect, which, if fairly followed, cannot fail to produce the 1110" ~ 
ffective results in breaking up those dens of iniquity. 
' ~f. VAN BURE_ T. 
l.~sHr. -oToN, December 5, 1840. 
Doc. No. 2. 19 
REPORT 
OF 
THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
\VAR DEPARTl\IENT, December 5, 1840 . 
..,IR: Since my report of the last year on the several brunches of the 
public service committed to my charge, the army has been actively and 
usefully employed in Florida, and on the northern and western frontiers. 
The design entertained by the department, of keeping the regiments entire, 
ami concentrating the troops whenever it is practicable to do,so, has been 
persevered in with the most beneficial results. A commencement has like-
Wise been made in establishing depots for the reception of the recruits of 
each separate regiment, where they may be drilled and disciplined before 
they <tre sent off to their respective stations in garrison or in the field. 1..,he · 
recruit ought never to be sent to join his company on ~::>ervice, nutil he is 
thoroughly taught the duty of the soldier i and this instruction will be bet-
ter given at regimental than at general depots. By dividing each regiment 
mto two bodies, in the manner proposed, every important station in the 
country may be occupied, either as a place of depot or a rendezyous of the 
regiment; and, by a proper distribnti n of the latter, the intermediate forts 
may be temporarily occupied by partial detachments:, without injury to the 
discipline of the whole corps. I cannot too strong I y urge the adoption of 
this method of distributing our little nrmy in time of peace. To divide it 
into small permanent detachments will be to destroy its efficiency and · its 
discipline, and, in the event of war, to expose the posts to be captured, and 
the whole regular forces of the country to be uselessly sacrificed. Apart 
from that natural and well-grounded jealousy justly entertained aaainst the 
existence of a large standing army in onr country, sound policy and a due 
regard for economy render snch an establishment alrogether unadvisable; 
aud it becomes necess~~y, theref~re, to p~ovide other means of d~fending 
our northern aud mantune frontiers agamst the dangers ·to whtch they 
would be exposed at the commencement of a war. None other occm· to 
me, than those I have already recommended, ' viz: Central positions for the 
regular forces, from which they could move upon any point of attack or 
detence; and such an organization of the volunteer or militia forces as 
~ould enable them to maintain the posts it~trusted to their charge nntil re-
lleved by the regular troops : a system which ought to be matured in time 
of peace. 
For the western frontiers, posts, garrisoned by regular troops, cannot be 
dispensed with. They need not be very large; but they ought to be con-
structed of fire-proof materials, and in such a manner as to ·be defensible by 
a small ga~rison .against any num?er of men not provided with artillery. 
A plan wh1ch w1ll effect these obJects perfectly has been devised by the 
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wise, to be built of durable materials, and be permanently furnished with 
iron single bedsteads, in lieu of the double and treble wooden bunks now in. 
use. This change, for obvious reasons, should be introduced into all the· 
barracks in the United States. 
"rhe chief and best position for the concentration of troops, independently 
of the regimental rendezvous, is, for the northern frontier, near Albany, in the 
State of New York ; and near St. Louis, in Missouri, for the western-points 
from which easy communications radiate to every part of those extensive 
lines of defence, and whence troops may be transported with certainty and 
rapidity wherever their presence may be required. For the maritime frontier 
of the Gu\f of Mexico, I would recommend, in addition to the permanent for-
tifications planned for its defence, and now being erected, the establishment 
of a depot, somewhere below the falls of the Ohio, for armed sea steam-
vessels. This would seem to furnish the best means of bringing the vast 
power of the upper country to the defence of the coast, and of using it, 
when there, in the most efficient manner. A certain number of steam-
vessels of war might be kept in constant readiness, strong enough to carry 
a good battery, and light enough to descend the river at all seasons, and to 
cross the bars of the Mississippi. These boats ought to be of iron, as com-
bining lightness, strength, and dnrability; and might be constructed of the 
reqnisite size for about fifty thousand dollars each. Materials should be 
collected for the construction of boats to be built of wood, and stored until 
wanted; when, with the vast resources in workshops and mechanics along 
the shores of the Ohio, they might be put to_gether in a very short time, 
and a fleet, equipped and manned with the hardy boatmen of the western 
waters and a few able-bodied seamen, might be floated to the ocean, fully 
equal, with the existing and contemplated fortification5, to prot~ct the whole 
Gulf frontier. The very able report on the defences of the country, made 
by a bonrd of distinguished officers, and submitted to Congress during the 
last session, proves conclusively the absolute necessity of preserving and 
continuing our system of permanent maritime works of defence, and ex-
hibits in the clearest manner their superiority over floating batteries of 
anv and every description. In this view of the subject I fully concur, 
and even think that the facility with which our coasts and hnrbors 
may be approached and entered by steam-vessels of war renders strong 
permanent . works more than ever necessary. "fhe projectiles which 
will be used in future wars will, from their size and description, prove 
destructive to any wooden battery, and give an immense advantage to 
stone wnlls over anv fabrics that can be penetrated by shells. It may be 
proper here to remark, that the capture of the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, at 
Vera Crnz, has led many persons to suppose that stone revetments might 
be destroyed by shells. This is incorrect. After that event, I can sed ex-
periments to be made at Old Point Comfort, by firing-, at point blank range 
against a stone wall erected for the purpose ; the shells broke against it, 
making very little impression. No doubt, therefore, need be entertained of 
the ability of our building materials to resist hollow shot. I do not think, 
however, that the permanent works should be the only defences relied upon, 
but regard moveable steam-batteries as essential auxiliaries. These ought 
not, in my opinion, to be large vessels, but of light draught of water, capable 
of carrying two guns for throwing shells of eight or ten inchiS diameter, 
and so constructed as to present a small surface to the fire of an enemy. 
These steam-batteries should be manned by artillerymen, and be under the 
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command of the officer charged with the defence of the harbor fortifica· 
tions, so as to secnre harmony of action. In order to test the practicability 
of making bomb-cannon of the calibre of ten inches, the Chief of the Ord-
nance, Colonel Bamford, was sent to Boston, where he has conducted a 
series of experiments with the most satisfactory results. I recommend that 
these guns be adopted into the service, and form part of the armament of 
our forttfi.eations, and of our steam floating-batteries. Some successful ex-
periments have, likewise, been made with war-rockets; and a machine con· 
structed for preparing them appears to answer the purpose perfectly. 
The great amount of property vested by the Government in arms, amount-
jog to several millions of dollars, no less than the risk to the national safety by 
adopting any new inventions without being convinced of their superiority, 
by lon~-tried experiments in the field, has induced me, generally, to dis-
countenance their introduction into the service. I fear thal every attempt to 
increase the m.pidity of firing, such as facilitating the loading by opening 
the breech, or by multiplying the chambers of the gun, will fail, as they 
have hitherto done, af1er involving the Government in great expense. 
There is, however, one improvement, which has been fairly tested in the 
field by the armies of Europe, and which presents so many decided and 
ascertaiued advnntages, that I am constrained to recommend its adoption 
into our service-l mean the substitution of percussion for flint locks. 
'rhe alleration may be nmde on the rrmskets now in the arsenals; and 
measures ou;~ht to be adopted to construct all ne\v arms, whether rifles or 
mnskets1 with percussion lock~. 
Having- mpeatedly recommended, without effect, the establishment o 
a national foundry; and having reason to fear the most serious consequences 
to the service from the want of proper regulations to govern the contracts 
with pnvate establishments; with your consent, I sent to Europe the board 
of oliicers who had been for some time employed in fixing the patterns, 
1orms, and dimensions of the artillery, in order that they might acquire 
such information as wonld enable the department permanently to regulate 
this important branch of the service. 1 am happy to state that, wherever 
they have been, the national establishments have been thrown open to 
them, and, wilh praiseworthy liberality, every facility affi)rded to their 
researches. They have returned home, after having attained all the 
advantages which were expected from their investigations; and the knowl-
edge they have acquired will be applied to tile practical improvement of 
our ordnance. A concise report of their proceedings while in Europe is 
herewith transmitted, in connexion with that of the officer in charge of 
the Ordnance Department. 
In the expectation that Congress will sanction the creation of a corps 
of sappers and miners, (an addition to the at'my at once necessary and 
economical,) I sent an officer of the engineer corps to the school for sappers 
~nd miners in France, to obtain that practical information of the art which 
1s .not possessed, nnd cannot be acqnired: here. 'l'he French Government, 
Wlth its accustomed liberality and kindness, permitted in every instance 
onr otlicers to attend its schools of practice, aud afforded them equal 
means with its own to pursue their studies there, allowiug them privileges 
n?t wmt>rnlly granted to foreigners; therehy evincing, as the Minister of 
War 1s pleased to remnrk, the friendlv disposi1ion of his MajP.sty's Govern-
ment. tOWiHds the United States. This feeling, yon have authorized me to 
say, ls fully reciprocated, and the liberulily of the f<'rench Governmerit 
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duly appreciated. The officers sent to the school of cava ry at Saumt r 
have returned, after a twelvemonth's instruction, and are now employed 
in a manner which I trnst will enable the department very much to im· 
prove the cavalry service. 
The ad\rantage of separating the staff officers from the line of the army, 
and the very serious inconvenience to the service from the present system, 
have been before brought to your view, but cannot be too ..,trongly or too 
frequently urged. The present organization of the army does not allow <.l 
single supernumerary officer in a regiment, and the companies are ren-
dered inefficient from the absence of those officers who are on staff duty. 
, ':['he discipline of the troops is most injuriously affected by this arrange~ 
ment j and if ever they are opposed in the field to regular forces, snch a 
deficiency wonld prove fatal. 
1 beg leave to bring to your notice once more the expediency of extend~ 
ing th~ law of March 2, 1837, which provides for the e,nlistment of boys for 
the naval service, so as to embrace the army and ordnance corps. Its ef-
fect would be equally beneficial to the class of people to whom the boys 
beloug, and to the army. It would secure to the sons of the former a com-
fortable subsistence, proper moral restraint, and a good practical education ; 
while it wonld provide for the army weH.instructed non-comrmssioned offi-
cers, so difficult to be procured by enlistment, and without which an army 
cannot be efficient. 
I am happy to state that experience has proved lhe correctness of the 
opinion formerly advanced, that the increase and proper organization of the 
staff department would produce a more economical admmistration of Its 
different branches. In the expenditures of the quartermaster's department. 
especially, a very considerable rednction has been made during the last 
year; in some measure produced by the fall of prices, but arising in a much · 
g-reater degree from the increased efficiency and better administration of the 
department, in consequence of the n11mber of officers under the present or-
ganization bearing a more due relation to the laborious duties and high 
responsibilities of this important branch of the military service. 
In consrqnence of the suspension of the application of funds appropriated 
for the pro::,ecution of the works under the supervision of the Quartermas-
ter General's office, during the season for active operation , little progress 
has been made in them since my last report. I now recommend that th 
following- works should be recommenced and completed as soon as practi. 
cable: Fort Gibson, Fort \Vayne, and Fort Smith-the two former as soo 
as healthy sites are determined upon. I am not perfectly satisfied with the 
reports in relation to the proper position for Port Gibson ; and as it is contem-
plated to erect permanent works in the vicinity of the old fort, it is import-
ant that the site should be selected with great care. That on which the 
works of Fort Wayne were commenced, proYecl to be so very unhealthfd. 
that it became necessary to abandon it, aud to remove the troops to a more 
favorable position. Pursuing that line, small forts should be constructed nt 
Spring river and Marais de Cygue ; and wesi of it, at the hPad of the navi-
gation of the Kansas river, and northwest of Port Leavenworth, at Table 
Creek, on the Missouri, below the mouth of the Platte river. 'l"'o connect this 
. last post with Fort Snelling. a fort ought to be constructed at or near the 
·. forks of the Des Moines. F'rom the information I have receiv·ed, I believe 
the erection of any works at the western extremity of Lake Superior to bP 
·unnecessary; and, for the present, advise that Fort Snelling remain th 
most northern post. 
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Dm'ing your administration, nearly forty-one thousand Indians ha.,~e 
)een added to those already residing near the western boundary, while the 
additional securities to the border States have not been commensurate to 
the additional dangers to which such an increase of warlike and discon-
tented neighbors exposes them. In the act of placing the Indians there, by 
which the interior States are so largely benefited, the Government has con-
tracted u solemn obligation, not only to defend that people when attacked , 
but to anticipate the danger, by erecting such works as will ensure their 
:safety, alld inspire them with confidence in the means employed for their 
protection. 
It affords me great gratification to be able to report that the Canada 
fmntier has been fi'ee from any disturbance since I had last the honor to ad-
dres you on that subject. Your advice to our fellow-citizens on that bor-
der appears to have produced the most salutary effect, and the excitement 
:which existed there has, 1 am happy to think, entirely subsided ; and no 
further apprehension need be entertained of a violation on their part of our 
neutral obi igations. 
Owing to the expenditure of the appropriations for fortifications havin~ 
been suspended, the works on this frontier have not been much advanced, 
bnt they will, it is expected, be completed during the next season. In ad-
dition to those already authorized, I earnestly recommend the er~ction of 
barracks at Spring \Vells, near Detroit, and at a position between Buffalo and 
Black Rock, in the State of New York; and also a strong work at the out-
let of Lake Champlain. 
On the northeastern frontier, until the boundary question is settled, I 
would advise that the works be confined to the erection of barracks at the 
·unctioH of the M«tta\vamkeag and Penobscot rivers. During the past year 
the works on the maritime frontier have been carried on slowly, and the_., 
still remain in an unfinished state. In relation to the defence of our Atlan-
tic and Gulf coasts, and of onr harbors and dock-yards, I beg leave to refer 
to my report of last year, and to that made during the last session of Con-
gress, in reply to a call of the Senate for information on these subjects. 
'l'l.eir condition remains unaltered, and the expediency of providing for 
their completion unchanged. 'The whole coast from Passamaquoddy bay 
to the Sabine river is exposed, on every point not defended by Natnre, to be 
invaded with impnnity; and, in the event of war, the expense of attempting 
to protect this loug line by troops, for one year only, would cost more than 
to erect the works which have been planned, and which are deemed suffi-
cient to defend the several points of attack along the whole coast. It i 
true that an enemy could retain possession of any portion of our territory 
only for a short period. But, to defend an unfortified point of attack, or to 
drire an enemy from a position he might occupy, would be attended with 
~reat expense of blood and treasure ; and while I feel confident that the 
stout arms and brave hearts of our fellow-citizens would ultimately prevail , 
and drive any enemy from onr soil, I cannot approve the policy which 
would expose the best and bravest of our artisans and workingmen to en-
counter, without discipline, and without the cover of fortifications, the train-
~d bands of mercenary soldiers they would be opposed to. 'Vhen we talm 
mt_o con ideration the character of one people, and spnrseness of the popu-
latiOn in proportion to the extent of our soil, it is not wise to rely altogether 
~or our defence on nnmbers aml untaug·ht valor. The battalions that must 
fight our battles are composed of soldiers taken from every class of the 
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rommunity, and the issue of every contest mnst ~essarily deprive the 
country of 8ome of its btst and worthiest citizens. Every effort ought, 
"therefore, to be made to furnish them the meaiJs of protection, aud to in-
~truct them to defend themselves, so that the loss we must suffer on such 
occasions may be as light as possible. 
No appropriation having been made at the last session of Congress for 
the works of internal improvement which were under the superintendence 
of this department, they have, for the tnost part, ceased. I adhere to the 
opinion expressed in my last report, that the system requires to be revised, 
both with regard to the principle upon which such improvements ought to 
be authorized, and the manner in which thP.y ought to be couducted. 
The report of the Chief of the Topographical Engineers, submitted to 
Congress at its last session, contains an elaborate st,ifement of the history 
and progress of all the works of internal improvement carried on by the 
orders of Govermneut; to which I beg leave to refer. It is to be rrgretted 
that Congress neglected, at its last session: to appropriate the smnll amount. 
asked for clearing away the timber lately accumulated at the Red river raft, 
which obstructs the navigation of that stream. The expenditure necessary 
for this purpose is perfectiy legitimate, as all the necessary sn pplies for the 
troops stationed at Fort 'I'owson are transported n p this river ; and the 
measure is recommended by its economy, the additional cost of transport· 
ation by land for one year, when this .navigation is obstructed, being 
greater than the amount required to defray the necessary expense of re-
moving the drift timber. It is recommended that provision be made for 
the employment of a few laborers and a boat for a short time every season; . 
and it is believed that in a few years the necessity for such a precaution ~ 
will cease, and this portion of the river remain permanently open. 
The snrvey spoken of in my last report has been completed, and a map 
constructed, which embraces that portion of the territory of the Unite 
States lying between the Mississippi and .Mis~ouri rivers, from their con· 
.fluenre to onr northern boundary, atJd limitt~d by the pnrallels of latitude 
39 and 49 north, and the meridians 90 and I 00 west of Greenwich. It i 
based upon numerous astronomical observations, (not l f's~ than two bundre 
and forty-five,) on actual surveys, and on the best information which the 
exploring party could procure of such small portions of the Indian terri 
tory as they were prevented from examining by the inevitable dangers at-
(ending th~ attempt, or from want of means and time. A very extensiv6 
series of barometrical observations were also mnde, a11d the zealous co -ope-
ration of men of science, occupying- stations in the several Stutes, who ob 
served at the same periods of time, has enabled Mr. Nicolet to compare h1s 
own with those of others made in different quarters of the Union; and thus 
accurately to determine the relntive level of the whole region represeuted by 
•he map, as well as its elevation above the ocean; thereby iudicating the 
, climate and face of the country. The map will be accompanied by are 
port calculated to give an accurate knowledge of that distant connrry; anCI .-
it is believed that the results of this survey will bo useful both to the Gov 
ernment and to the people, and prove an acceptahle accession to geogra.~ 
phy. It will serve, likewise, to exhihit the manner in which fntnre surveys 
()f the country are to be made, if, as it is hoped, they should be <tnthorized 
by Congress. lt appears to be very desirable that those remote regions of , 
()Ur country should be known; and the surveys onght, in my o('inion, to be: 
extended, by degrees, to tlvJ sources of the Missotui, and across the Rocky. 
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mountains to the Pacific ocean. Nor ought that portwn of our country 
whicft 1s nearer and more accessi61e to ue neglected. The existing map& 
do not rest on accurnte data. 'l'he true courses of our great rivers, and 
the forms of the magnificent chain of lakos which stretch along onr north-
ern border, are yet to be truly defined. The interests of the rising- com-
merce of the west require that hydrographic surveys of these inland sea.S 
and great avenues of trade should be made without delay. A small annual 
appropriation will enable the Government to effect this important object, 
through the agency of the topographical~ corps, which is Ctnnposed of of-
ficers fully capable of performing this duty. No survey of any description 
should be made, in future, without being accompanied with astronomical 
and barometrical observations. In this manner a series of positions may 
be determined, and the means gradually furnished of acquiring a more 
perfect knowledge of the geography of the country; and thus of constrnct-
itJg an accurate map of the United States-objects of vast importance to 
the interests of their navigation and commerce. . 
The Military Academy has been conducted in a manner highly creditable 
to the superintendent, and satisfactory to this department. Every eft1rt has 
been mnde to enforce discipline, and to instil into the minds of the cadets a · 
Jove of order and a l~igh sense of their moral and religions duties; and it 
is believed that the ~tandurd of discipline, morality, and religion, at this ' 
institution, is equal to that of any other collPge or academy in the United 
States; while the mathematical and military studies, as far as the theory is 
concerned, are al' complete as those tanght in any sehool in America or 
Europe. Nothing is required to give our young officers the same advantages 
as are afforded to those of other countries, but ~chbols of practice, which are 
about to be established, and to which the graduates are to be sent for one 
year after they are commissioned, and their destination ascertained, in order 
to perfect them in the practical duties of that branch of the service to which 
they may be attached. The new library building is nearly completf'd; and 
the mural towers attached to it: for the purpose of making nstronomical ob· 
servations, and teaching practically that important branch of science, are 
well adapted for that object. The professor of astronomy was sent to 
Burope, in order to procure some instruments which are needed, and to 
examine the several great observatories there, ascertain the manner in 
which they are fitted up, and witness their methods of obstrving. He has 
returned with information which cannot fail to be highly interesting and 
usefnl. 
Whenever the condition of the Treasury will permit, it is very desirable 
to erect new bnrracks at West Point. Those at present there are dilapidated 
buildings, originally badly coustructed, and now in a state of decay, which 
renders them as unhealthy as they are inconvenient. The concurrent 
testimony of each sueceeding board of visiters for several years past shows 
the necessity of reuewing these hnildings. With a view to spread generally 
throughout the country a knowledge of this institution, it has been de-
cid€d to appoint eighteen visiters from alternnte States every year, forming 
the remainder of the board from officers of the urmy and nn vy of tile U nitcd 
States. 
I must agnin repeat my recommendation that two of the present pay-
masters be appoiuted ussistant paymasters general, wi!h the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. 'I'his very important branch of the service is iucomplete 
under its present organization ; officers of higher rank are required to 
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·superintend the operations of those of the corps who may be on duty in 
:the field. It appears but an act of justice to the latter, to allow them a 
moderate per centage on the payments they may make to volunteers and 
mi.litia, t~ cover the unavoidable losses to which they are exposed fro m 
bemg at times compelled to make these payments in a hurried and informal 
manner . 
. No loss or inconvenieuce has resulted from employing, during the last 
season, Indian agents to pay the annuities and make the regular disburse-
ments to the tribes over whose interests they have been appointed to watch. 
These dnties have been well and faithfully performed; but, as a system fo r 
the final disposal of these important and responsible duties, the plan re-
sorted to on this occasion is incomplete; and I again recommend a smalL 
·increase of the number of paymasters, und thnt this duty be permanentl~r 
assigned to that branch of the military service. 
In rendering justice to the character of the officers of the pay depart-
ment, and to the efficiency with which their duties are discharged, I can-
'Ilot forbear to bring to your notice the defects of the present system of pay-
ing the army, and the evil consequences which result from it. From the 
remoteness of the posts, the soldiers are paid at long intervals, and the guar-
anty of soldiers' debts given by the regulations to the sutlers, induces them 
to give credit to the whole amount allowed; a dispositiGn of which the 
thoughtless soldier generally avails himself to the full extent, and on pay-
day has the mortification to sec nearly his whole pay carried off by the 
sutler. This occasions great discontent; while, on the contrary, those sol-
diers who happen not to. be in debt to the sutler receive large amounts, 
which they too frequently \Yaste in dissipation; and, until these sums are 
expended, the post presents a scene of alternate drun kenness and punish-
ment. 'l'he only remedy for these evils will be found in the prohibition of 
credits by the sutlers, and more frequent payments to the troops. 
The officers of the medical staff have maintained the high reputation ac-
-quired by their zealous attention to their duties in garrison and in the 
:field. The very strict examination to which candidates for this branch of 
the service are subjected 1)efore admission, ensures high professional attait~ ­
ments in those of the lowest rank; a.nd that which the officers themseh·e 
undergo before promotion: leads them to severe application, for it must ap-
pear tbat they have not only retained the knowledge acquired at college 
but also kept pace with the prpgress of medical science, or they cannot be 
promoted or retained in the service. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
this branch of the staff continues to be distinguished for professional attain-
ments and cheerful devotion to their dnties. 
The report of the board of medical officers, appointed, by your djrection: to 
-ascertain the relative ad\7antages of Piitsburg and \Vheeling for the location 
-of a marine hospital on the Upper Ohio, in favor of the former, having been 
approved by you, the selections under the law for purchasing sites for ma-
rine hospitals on the western waters are now complete. 'rbe amount ap -
propriated for that purpose not proving sufficient, the officers intrusted with. 
the performance of that duty made conditional arrangements, subject to the 
Tatification of Congress. I respectfully recommend that such an appro pria -
tion be asked for, as will enal.Jle this department to carry into effect the 
benevolent intentions of the law. 
Having, in several instances: found deficient the titles to land on which 
fort~ and other public works are erected, measures were adopted to perfect 
UJ.em; and I am happy to report that I found, on all occasions, the State 
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c.". thoritics willing· to convey to the United States the land ,\rhereon such 
works are situated. 'rhe department has not yet succeeded in settling the 
question of the right of property in the Peapatch island, notwithstanding its 
utmost efforts to do so. This is to be regretted, as its possession is essen-
tially necessary to the defence of the Delaware. 'rhe works to be erected 
t ere, cannot, from the nature of the soil, be thrown up in haste, but w·u 
require much ti!lle to complete them; leaving, in the event of war, the ap-
proaches to Philadelphia almost entirely exposed. 
A new edition of the Army Regulations has been drawn up, and is about 
to be published, with such amendments and additions as the experience of 
the last four years has dictated. 
It is a subject of great regret to me to be compelled to state that every 
eflort to terminate the contest in Florida has, so far, proved unsuccessfnl. 
Cn General Taylor's retiring from the command of the army there, (which 
l1e did, by permission, in May last1) it devolved upon Brigadier General Ar-
Inistead; who, notwithstanding the advanced season, commenced active 
operations against the Indians, and, in many instances, succe.eded in break-
jng up their encampments, destroying theii· fields and crops, and making 
some few prisoners. In order to render the regular forces available for of-
fensive operations, a brigade of Florida militia was raised for the defence of 
Middle Florida, and placed under the command of Brigadier General Leigh 
Read: of the 'rerritorial militia, with instructions to defend the portion of 
the Territory situated north of a line of posts occupied by the regular troop . 
extending from the Atlantic, south of St. Augustine, including two station~ 
east of the St. John's river, Pilatka, vVheelock, Micanopy, \Vatkahootee, 
\Vacasassa, a post between the last and Fort Fanning, and Cedar Keys. 
'rhe troops that were in the service of the Territory, in virtne of a ]a\\r 
of the Legislature of Florida, were mustered into that of the United States 
and form part of General Read's brigade, which has been increased to twelve 
hundred mounted and five hundred footmen, and may be raised to fifteen 
hundred mounted and five hundred foot; a force which is considered am-
ple for the protection of that portion of the Territory assigned to General 
Read's command. Some depredations having been committed in the neigh-
borhood of the Okefenokee swamp, four companies of Georgia militia have 
heen mustered into the service of the United States, and are charged with 
the defence of the Georgia frontier. 
Certain of the hostile chiefs having signified to General Armistead their 
desire to treat, they were iuvited to meet him at Fort King on the 7th ulti-
n o; and, from the circumstance (deemed fortunate) of the presence there of 
a delegation from the \Yes tern Seminoles, hopes were entertained of termi-
nating this protracted stmggle by the peaceful removal of the remaining 
It.dians. After some days spent in negotiating, and after giving reiterated 
a surances of their desire to emigrate and rejoin their brethren west of the 
Mississippi, the Indians suddenly disappeared, without any assignable cause 
for this nbrupt rupture of the negotiations. Hostilities have, in consequence. 
been re1~ewed, and will be prosecuted vigorously. 
'1'he regnlar troops now in Florida amount to about 4,500 men, and the 
militia in service to about 2,0110. I recommend that authority be gi\'en the 
Executive to engage the services of this description of troops for a twelve-
month, or during the continuance of hostilities in Florida. The term of 
three months is mnch too short to ensure efficiency ; and frequent enlis -
n.ents are a fruitful source of insubordination, as well as of great additional 
expense. 
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The number of Indians emigrated from the interior to the west, sillC6 
the year 1836, amounts to very nearly 41,000, of which about 5,000 we~ 
removed during the past season ; and I am happy to add, that the condition 
of those who are settled in their new homes continues to be represented to 
us as prosperous and happy. The differences which unfortunately sprung 
up between the Western Cherokees and the late emigrants of that tribe, up· 
on their first arrival on the Arkansas, have been happily adjusted ; and l 
have: accordingly, directed that their annuities, and other moneys dne to 
them, should be paid, and placed them upon the same footing as other em·· 
grant tribes. From the character of this nation, and the advance made by 
many of their number in civilization and in the arts of life, it is hoped, now 
that they are removed from the evil influences which heretofore beset them, 
their progress in moral cnlture and physical comfort will be rapid and last· 
mg. Convinced that, if any great and general reform is ever to be effected. 
among the Indians, it must be br meaus of education, every exertiou has 
been made to promote it; not by disjointed efforts, but by adopting a system 
intended to embrace the establishment of primary schools over the whol 
Indian territory, and of institutions of a higher order at snitable points, 
designated with a view to the convenience of the Indians, and of easy 
access. Fort Coffee, on the Arkansas river, which has been abandoned 
as a military post, bas been snlected for one of these establishments. This 
situation possesses very decided ad,·antages; and the system by which it i 
proposed to improve them has my full approbation. For the details of the 
.plan, I refer to the accompanying report of the Commissioner of Indiafll 
Affctirs, and particnlarly to his instructions for carrying it into effect, acl· 
dre~sed to the Superintendent of tbe vVestern Territory. 
While on this subject, it affords me great gratification to be able to speak 
in terms of mented praise of the Methodist mannal.Jabor school in the 
hawnee country. rrhe labors of that sect, so distinguished for then 
Christian zeal in the cause of Indian civilization, are likely to be crowned 
with success; and ' there is reason to hope that the high expec;ations raised 
by this extensive establishment will be fully realized under its present pious 
and competent instructors. 'rhe department would be happy to promote 
similar e.stablishments on the part of other religions sects, egnally zealous, 
no doubt, in spreading the light of· the Gospel among the Indians, and 
eqnally disposed to advance their moral culture. It is convinced that, to 
produce durable beneficial em~cts by education, it must be made practically· 
useful; and that those domestic arts which are i nparted to onr youth by 
the example of their pnrents and associates; and form, as it were, a pnrt of 
their nature, must be taught the Indian in the schools, and instilled into 
him by education. 
Perseverance for one or two years longer in the policy of removing- the 
Indians from the baneful and destructive influences which surround thena 
within the Stutes and Territories, will unite the remnants of tribes, stil 
within those limits, to their brethren in the west; offering, as it is believed. 
th~ only chance, not only of civilizing the red man, but ot perpetuating his 
ex1stencc. 
By the accompanying report of the Commissioner of Pensions, it will be 
seen that the nnmher of pensioners of every description now on the rolls m 
all the States and 'rerritories, and in the District of Columbia, (except thoS€: 
pnid ont of the navy pension fnnd,) amounts to forty fonr thousand three 
hundred and ninety-four; of which two tho11Sand und seventy-two cases 
have been admitted since the period of the last annual report. The num·· 
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oor of deaths of pensioners that have occurred during the last year, and 
been reported to the department, is sixteen hundred and five. From the 
number ef unclaimed pensions, it is believed that many more have died, of 
whose decease we have no information. rl'he number of invalid pension-
ers is now four thousand two hundred and eighty-nine, having increased 
four hundred and fourteen since 1833: this increase is to be attributed, 
principally, to the hardships of the service in Florida. 'rhe number of 
J!'evolutionary pensioners under the act of March 18, 1818, has decreased 
from above twenty thousand to seven thousand nine hundred and forty-
seven. Under the act of June 7, 1832, thirty-one thousand eight hundred 
and eight have been admitted on the pension roll; of which number, twenty-
three thousand two hundred and seven yet remain. Eleven hundred and 
~ighty · six pensioners were admitted under the law of Mny 15, 1828, for the 
benefit of officers and soldiers of the continental army who served during the 
war; on]y six hundred and five are now borne on the rolls. The number 
f widows pensioned under the act of July 4, 1836, is three thousand four 
hundred and sixty-eight, of whom two thousand seven hundred and sixty 
.survive. Fh·e thousand nine hundred and twelve widows have received 
the benefit of the act of Ju1y, 1838; but the list is now reduced to five 
t.housand five hundred and eighty-six. All of those now on the rolls will 
be dropped on the 4th of March next, when the term of their pensions ex· 
pires by Jaw. From the number of applications, the Commissioner is of 
opinion that not less than fourteen hundred will be added in the year 1841. 
The total sum drawn from the 'l.,reasury during the past year, to pay pen-
sions, amounts to two million forty-eight thousand six hundred and sixty-
~hree dollars, exclusive of navy pensions. 
The experience of two years confirms the opinion I formerly expressed 
of the vexations operation of the Ia w of the 6th of April, 1838, which fixes-
r.he short period of eight months for the return to the Treasury of unclaim-
ed pensions. The intention of the law, no doubt, was to withdraw that 
sum from the pension agent; whereas its operatiou, on the contrary, draws 
r.hat additional amount from the 11 reasury at 'Vashington, while it produces 
disappointment, inconvenience, delay, and expense to the poor pensioners. 
By the 14th article of the Cherokee treaty of December 29, 1835, ratified 
May 23, 1836, it was agreed on the part ofthe United States that such war-
riors of the Cherokee uation as were engaged on the side of the United 
States in the last war with Great Britain and the southern tribes, of Indians, 
and who were wounded in snch service, shall be entitled to such pensions 
as shall be allowed them by the Congress of the United States. I respect-
fully suggest that Congress be asked to act upon this section of the treaty. 
There are not many Cherokee warriors who come under that description, 
but they are very destitute ; and the good faith of the Government is pledged 
in their favor. 
I cannot forbear bringing to your notice the exposed condition of the 
important archives of this department. Many of them are kept in smatl 
bui\dings, at an incon.venient distance from the War Office, and surrounded 
by combustible materi~tls. A plain fire-proof building, capah'e of contain-
ing a\\ these detached offices, might be constructed for a sum, the interest 
on wh1ch would not exc~ed the amount now required for paying the rents 
of those now occupied for the purpose. 
AU which is respectfully submitted. 
J. R. POINSETT. 
The PRESIDENT of the United, &ales. 
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rEPORT OF THE MAJOR GENBRAL COMMANDING THE 
ARMY. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
lVashintrton, Novembe1· 21, 1840. 
'IR: In accordance with your instructions, dated 8th of September last,. 
I have the honor herewith to submit the following statements and returns : 
!st. A statement showing the organization of the army, marked A. 
Zd. A general return of the army, marked B. 
3d. Distribution of the troops in the eastern division, marked C. 
4th. Distribution of the Lroops in the western division, marked D. 
5th. A statement showing the nnmber of recri1its enlisted in the army 
from the lst October, 1839, to the 30th September, 1840, marked E. 
6th. A return showing the number of troops under the command of 
Brigadier General Armistead, serving in Florida against the Seminole ln-
ians, marked F; and of the militia force employed in Florida under the 
command of Brigadier General Read, of that Territory. 
Dnring the past year, the active operations of the army have been chiefly 
lll Florida, where the hostile Indians, owing to their dispersed condition, 
• nd the impossibility of bringing them to battle, yet remain. As early as 
the season would permit, Brevet Brigadier Geueral Taylor, with two 
columns composed of the troops which were not required to garrison the 
various posts, made a systematic and thorough examination of Middle Flo-
rida, and, it is believed, drove from that part of the Territory the hostile 
bands which had occupied it from the commencement of hostilities. This 
object effected, the troops were statioued in two lines, tc prevent the return 
of tbe Indians from Bast Florida. 
In May last Brevet Brigadier General Taylor was relieved, at his own 
reqn~t, by Brevet Brigadier General Armistead, who took the command of 
the troops in Florida, establishing his headquarters at Fort King, and con-
centrating on that point, in July, all the force not absolutely required for the 
J>rotection of the settlements. Various scouts were made from this point, 
by which the enemy was much harassed ; the troops having destroyed, on-
their scouts, such cultivated fields as they met with on their march, and. 
losing uo opportunity of otherwise cutting off their usual means of supply. 
ln these scouts, however, but few prisoners have been taken, and but a 
mall number of Indians destroyed. The operations have been carried on 
with zeal and ardor; and, after the heat of the advanced season had com· 
pel\ed the troops to resume their summer quarters, their vigilance was not 
relaxed, as the continued official reports of their scouts testify. The regi· 
ments now serving there are-
The 2d regiment dragoons ; 
The 3d regiment artillery ; 
The 1st regiment infantry; 
The 2d regiment infantry; 
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The 3d regiment infantry; 
The 6th regiment infantry ; 
The 7th regiment infantry ; 
The 8th regiment infantry. 
·In October, two regiments of infantry, and upwards of 1,000 rAcruits for 
he regiments already in Florida, were ordered to join the army there. 
As early in the spring as the lake navigation would allow, the 8th regi-
ment of infantry proceeded, agreeably to previous orders, to the Winnebago 
• country; where, in conjunction with some companies of the 5th infantry 
and 1st dragoons, (the whole under the command o{ Brevet Brigadier Gen-
eral Atkinson,) the Winnebago Indians were removed to the new country 
west of the Mtssissippi, whither they had agreed to go by treaty. This 
removal was effected with little difficulty. Part of the 4th artillery has 
been employed in the removal of the Pottawatomies; which duty has been 
ably discharged, under the direction of Brevet Brigadier General Brady. 
The r€giments of artillery are (with the exception of the 3d, which is in 
Florida) stationed on the northern frontier, and have been sufficiently con-
centrated to show mo:;t conclusively the great benefits arjsing to the disci-
pline and general welfare of the service from such concentration. 'l'he 
beneficial results are at once apparent; and, from my own inspection, I 
have no hesitation in pronouncing the opinion, that the interest of the ser-
vice is never more wisely consulted than when such arrangements can be 
made to bring together the companies of a regiment for as lon~ a time as 
practicable, for the purposes of instructing the officers and men m their re-
gimental and field duties, both of which can be properly instilled only while 
the regiment is concentrated. 
My personal inspection, as well as that of Inspector General Wool, evinces 
that the condition of the troops has been much improved within the last year. 
The system of instructing- the recruits for the army at the depots has 
been carried into operation. 'l'he school for the dragoons at Carlisle, and that 
for the foot-soldier at Fort Columbus, nre both well established, and contri-
bute much to diffuse throughout the army a lhorou~h knowledge of the rudi-
ments of the soldier's education; and, in fact, the recruit who has paid 
proper attention to his daily instruction~ and drills, at either of these schools 
of practice, has a full knowledge of what will be required of him when 
ordered to his regiment. · . 
The great advantage to the service arising from recruits being well in-
structed before joining their regiments is too obvious to need remark. 
In my last annnul report, I recommended that some provision be made 
for keeping the corps of officers effective, by allowing such of them as 
should, from age, wounds, or other infirmities, be unfit to perform their re-
spective duties, to retire from active service on their pay proper, as a means 
of snpport, without any other emoluments; and reported a plan by which it 
eould be effected without any additional cost to the nation: but, on the con-
trary, would be productive not only of efficiency in the service, but a real 
saving of expense to Government; and 1 beg leave here to repeat the plant 
'presenting it in the shape of a bill : 
A BILL tu u:nder the army effective in officers, and for other purposes. 
SECTION l. Be it enacted, o/c., That whenever an officer who shall 
ue served at least twenty years shall report himself as unfit to perform 
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the duties of his office, in consequence of age or other infirmities ; or, in 
like manner, whenever any officer shall be reported by his commandinO' or 
. superior officer as unfit to perform his official duties, in consequenc~ of 
wounds, or other infirmities, contracted whilp in the line of his duty; the 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to con-
stitute and appoint a board of commissioned officers, to consist of five 
members, four of whom to be officers of a rank superior, if possible, to the 
officer so reporting himself, or being reported, as unfit to perform his duty, 
and one officer of experience of the medical staff: which board shall exam-
ine into the state and condition of such officer, and give its opinion as to 
his fitness, or unfitness, to be continued on active duty; which report shall 
be laid before the Secretary of War, to be submitted to the President of the 
United States, who will determine, with regard to such officer as may be re-
ported by the said board as unfit for duty, whether he shall or shall not be 
placed on the retired list, as hereinafter set forth. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever it shall be determined 
and decided as above, in the case of any officer heing found unfit for the 
performance of his duties, on account of age, wounds, or other infirmities, 
the officer who shall be, by order of the President of the United Statest 
placed on the retired list, shall receive only his pay proper, without any 
other allowance whatever ; and the place of such retired officer shall be 
supplied by promotion or new appointment, as the case may require, accord-
ing to the established rules of the servit:e. 
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the officer who shall be promoted 
or appointed, as above, to snpply the place of the retired officer, and all the 
officers in succession who shall be promoted in consequence thereof, shall 
be entitled to the rank of the places they may fill, respectively, with the pay 
of the grade to which they may be promoted, with all the emoluments and 
allowances of the rank to which they shall be so promoted; but the person 
appointed to fill the vacancy at the foot of the list shall have the rank, full 
pay, anu emoluments of the grade which he may be appointed to fill. . 
SEc. 4. And be it furthm· enacted, That the officers of the Quartermas-
ter's or Subsistence Departments, who now hold rank in the line of the 
army, be allowed their option to remain in their respecti.ve r~gim~nts, or in 
the Quartermaster's or Subsistence Departments, or to rehnqmsh etther; and 
hereafter no officer of the Quartermaster's or Subsistence Departments, ex-
cepting the acting assistant quartermasters, or the assistant commi.ss~ries ?f 
subsistence, whose appointments are temporary, shall hold commtsswns m , 
the line of the army. 
The effect of the plan, as detailed in th~ first thre~ sec~ions of this bill, 
will be seen by exhibiting the cost of a regi_ment as It exists, an_d the cost 
{)f a recriment with a retired colonel on ordmary pay; and It wtll be seert 
that th~re will be an actual saving in .money, with the advantage that all 
the officers \YOuld be effective. )J the retired colonel shall have served 
forty years he will leave eicrht rations a day to the public, which eight 
ratioas are' worth, at 20 cen~ each, (the recrulated price,) $1 60 a day, or 
$584 a year; and the additional expense of placing a second lieuten~nt at 
the foot of the regiment will be $300 a. year : making an actual savmg of 
$284 a year. (See table herewith, made out by the Paymaster General, 
marked G.) Now, if the whole of the officers of the army supposed to b~ 
3 
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non-effective were retired on the same principle, there would be something 
like twenty officers-eleven in the artillery, and nine in the infantry. 
The extra rations received by these officers, for long service, computed at' 
one ration for every five years' service, are estimated to amount to 64 rations 
a day for the artillery, and 50 for the infantry-making 114 rations a day 
saved, or 41,610 rations a year, at 20 cents-amounting to the sum of $8,322. 
Now, to supply the twenty vacant second lieutenantcies: occasioned by the 
retirement of the twenty officers, w~ll cost, at $300 each, $6,000 a year : 
which sum deducted from $8,322, leaves a clear saving of $2,322 a year. 
By the present system, all officers receive full pay and emoluments, whe-· 
ther they are capable of service or not; and the effective officers are obliged• 
to do the duty of the non-effective, without any advantage. But, by the· 
above plan, the non-effective officer will have a reasonable allowance made 
him on being retired; and the officer who will be obliged to do hi!> duty will 
receive advanced rank, with additional emoluments; so that, if the pro-
posed plan be adopted, it may be expected that all parties interested would 
be satisfied. 
I cannot too strongly recommend the provisions contained in the fourth 
section of the bill, that the officers of the Quartermaster's and Subsistence 
Departments, whose duties are wholly out of the line, be permanently sepa-· 
:rated fron1 their regiments, or that some provision be made for supplying 
their places by new appointment or promotion, as the case may require; for 
every company ought to have an effective captain and at least two lieuten-
ants. It has frequently happened that, in Florida, and on the western fron-
tier, there have been companies without a single officer present to command 
them ; so that officers not belonging to the companies have been detached, . 
not only from their proper companies, but from other regiments, to take the 
temporary charge of such companies, much to the detriment of the service •. 
In the year 1799, on the recommendation of General Washington, an 
excellent provision was made by law for securing the proper number of 
officers in each regiment and company; and such a provision, if no\v re-
vived, would be of great importance to the line of the army. It is this: 
In order to keep the necessary complement of officers in each regiment, it 
was provided that the staff officers of the regiment (as adjutant, quarter-
master, or paymaster) was each an additional officer, selected from the sub-
alterns ; and, that a company should not be \\'ithout its complement of 
officers, their places were supplied by promotion or new appointment, as the 
case might require; so that each company had its captain and two subal-
terns effective. So with other branches of the staff: every officer detached' 
to serve as an aid-de-camp to a general officeJ:, or as an assistant to the adju-
tant general, if taken from his regiment, became a supernumerary in his : 
grade, and his place was supplied by the promotion of the officer next in 
l'ank, or the appointment of an officer at the foot of the regiment to fill the-
vacancy; thus keeping up the number of officers effective in the regiments .. 
Such a provision ought now to be revived, to render the lioe effective in. 
officers, as the companies have been greatly increased in numerical strength · 
by the law of July 5, 1838, and, consequently, require the full complelnent· 
of officers to command them. The assistant quartermasters (twenty-eight· 
in number) and the four commissaries of subsistence-making an aggregate ' 
of thirty-two officers, nearly equal to the number of officers for a whole 
l'egiment-now taken from the line, ought to be permanently separated, and" 
:Without any connexion with the line, as the regiments, with their present . 
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numerical strength, cannot bear so great a draught upon their officers, most 
of them being captains of companies. Our army is employed in so many 
ways, so distant from the centre of the nation, and always on the frontiers 
in the attitude of war, that it requires the greatest vigilance to maintain its 
discipline, and the attention of all the officers to render it effective. 
I hope I may be excused for again drawing the attention of the depart-
ment to the fact, that there is no provision made by law for the widows and 
orphans of the officers of the regular army 'Y."ho may die in consequenee of 
wounds received, or diseases contracted by exposure, iu the service; while 
there is a provision of that nature for all other descriptions of troops, whe-
ther militia, rangers, sea-fencibles, or volunteers, as will appear by the act 
of the 4th of July; 1836. There are the widows of several meritorious 
officers and soldiers now suffering by the deprivation of their natural pro-
tectors, who have sacrificed their Jives in their country's service, to whom 
the extension of the provision of that law would be a great relief; and I 
am sure, with a knowledge of that fact, you will. see the justice of urging 
<>n Congress the application of the benefits of tl~at law to the widows and 
orphans of the members of the regular army who have thus died in the 
service of their country. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
ALEX. MACOMB, 
! Major General, commanding in chief. 
36 
First regiment of dragoons 
Second regiment of dragoons -
Aggregate of dragoons -
First regiment of artillery 
Second regiment of artillery 
Third regim<mt of artillery 
Fourth regiment of artillery 
Aggregate of artillery -
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A. 
Organization of the army 
-~~~~~~~~~~---=- r~~~~~~~~~ First regiment of infantry 
Second regiment of infantry 
Third regiment of infantry 
Fourth regiment of infantry 
Fifth regiment of infantry 
Sixth regiment ofinfantry 
Seventh regiment ofinfantry -
Eighth regiment of infantry 
- - - - -
~~---- - ------- --l _____ _ 
Aggregate of infantry • 
Aggregate 
• General staff officers of these grades being taken from the line of the army, and accounted 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 31 1840. R. JONES, 
,Adjutant Gen.era~ of tM Army_ 
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- ----~ -------------- - --------
l 1 1 1 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 1 220 - 10 - - 600 34 715 749 1 1 1 1 10 10 IO 1 1 40 40 1 2:;:o - 10 - - 600 34 715 749 
- ----- - - -- - - ---------------..--- --
2 2 2 2 20 20 20 2 2 80 80 2 440 - 20 - - 1,200 68 1,430 1,498 
- -- - - -- - ---- - ------- - --------
1 1 1 - 10 20 10 1 1 40 40 - - - 20 - 30 - ~ 580 43 712 755 
1 1 1 - 10 20 10 1 1 40 40 - - - 20 - 30 580 43 712 755 
1 1 1 - 10 20 10 1 1 40 40 - - - 20 - 30 - 580 43 712 755 
1 1 1 - 10 S!O 10 1 1 40 40 - - - 20 - 30 - 580 43 712 755 
~]~ 
- - - - - - ___:_ --
~]~ 
----------------
- 40 80 40 4 4 1GO 160 80 - 120 2,320 172 2,848 3,020 
] 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 33 904 937 
] 1 1 - 10 IO 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 33 904 937 
1 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 33 904 937 
] 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 33 904 937 
1 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 3~ 904 937 
l 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 33 904 937 I 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 33 904 937 1 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 - - 20 - - - 800 33 904 937 
---- - - - - -- - --- - ------------
8 8 8 - 80 80 b'O 8 8 3;20 320 16 - - 160 - - - 6,400 264 7,232 7,496 
~rF~ 172 208 
-- - - - - - -- - - -- - --------
168 14 14 604 560 18 4 10 240 20 120 250 9,920 735 11,804 12,539 
::u m their respective regiments, are nnt included in the aggregate of 12,539. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, December 3, 1840. 
ALEX. MACOMB, 
1Wa,jor General, commanding in chief, 
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Corps of Engineers - -
Corps of'I'opographical Eng'rs 
Ordnance Department 
Aggregate 
1st regiment of dragoons 
2d regiment of dragoons 
Aggregate of dragoons 
1st regiment of artillery 
2d regiment of artillery 
3d regiment of artillery 
4th regiment of artillery 
Aggregate of artillery 
1st regiment of infantry 
2d regiment of infantry 
3d regiment of infantry 
4th regiment of infantry 
5th regiment of infantry 
6th regiment of infantry 
7th regiment oi infantry 
8th regiment of infantry 
Aggregate of infantry 
Recruits and unattached sol-
diers 
Grand aggregate 
1 22 54 
118 
1 2 I 2 4 2 1 2 2 4 27 1 I 2 4 12254 Il8 1 2 
------------.-------------
_:: _: _: _: _: _: _: -= _: _:: -- _: _: _: _: _: _: .~ ..::. ..::. _: _: 
I 2 I *2 "'4 2 I 2 2 4 *27 1 I 2 •4 I 22 54 1 18 1 2~ 
I 
:- *The staff officers of these grades, being taken from the line of the army, and accounteJ. 
the appointment of an unlimited number of assistant commi_saries of subsistence. 
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latest returns, corrected at the Adjutant General's office. 
PRESENT. 
FOR DUTY. SICK. 
- -
·1 2 4 - 9 12 5 
1 1 4 - 9 9 10 - -
I 1 4 10 6 7 42 227 
~ ~ ~ ~ 2s 21 22 ~ ~ 42 _ ~ ~ ~ _ _ _ 227 ~ _ _ _ _ 1· 
1 1 1 1 7 1 7 1 1 28 22 - 2 14 6 332 - 80 
I 1 1 1 6 8 5 1 _ 21 24 1 2 14 6 2<::!1 _ 61 . 
2 2 2 2 13 9 12 2 1 49 46 1 4 28 12 613 - 141 
- ------------- - ------- ------- - ----
- 1 - 6 11 9 31 23 18 15 327 - 30 
- 1 1 - 2 14 8 1 1 28 32 - - 19 13 388 -· 47 - 1 1 - 5 10 6 1 1 21 19 - - 2 7 - 9 173 - ~5 
- 1 1 - 6 9 6 1 1 24 23 - - - 13 13 371 - 64 
1 3 4 - 19 44 29 4 4 104 102 - - 2 57 50 1,259 - 166 
1 - 5 8 8 1 20 19 1 - 3 8 251 - 58 
- 1 3 6 9 1 - 21 17 l - J 9 203 - 93 
- l - 6 6 10 1 35 31 2 - 2 12 527 - 46 
'1 - 1 - 6 3 7 1 21 23 2 - - 15 228 - 67 
1 7 5 9 1 28 2fi 2 - - 16 374 - 43 
1 - 3 5 8 - - 19 25 1 16 343 - 49 
- 1 - - 4 5 9 1 - 20 16 - - 1 8 351 - 126 
1 I l - 7 7 10 1 30 34 2 - 9 6 593 - 35 · ---- - - - -- - - - - - ---- ---- - -------
3 4 5 - 41 45 70 7 5 194 191 10 - 17 90 2,870 - 517 
1~ 
-- - - -- - - -- - - - - - ------ - -------
1,361 
---~ 
23 2 101 125 133 13 10 389 339 11 4 47 147 12 50 6,330 1 824 
I 
for in their re,pective regiments, are not included in the grand aggregate. The law authorizes 
--
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PRESENT. 
ON EXTRA OR DAILY lN ARREST OR CON• 
. . 
::::1':-' 
DUTY. FINEMENT. sz.. 
~-'1:l . ' if: ·.:: <US:: cs ·.= 
~ 
<:.>~ 
O~tti o:;Cii lE 
QJ QJ cv o en-
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Q) 0. ..0 §<:.>~ Q) P.. ..0 §~~ s § ·ii'i ~ 
~ 
~ ::I iZ ~ !:I 
0 
Q rn ~ 0 rn ~ 0 z 
---- --- -- -- -- --- --- ----
Gene ral staff - ~ ~ - - -3\-ledical Department . ~ - - -Pay Department - - - - -
Purchasing Department " - - -Corps of Engineers ~ - - - -
Corps of Topographical Eng'rs - - -Ordnance Department ~ - - - -------
Aggregate - ~ ~ - - -------
1st regiment of dragoons " - - -
2d regiment of dragoons - - - -------
Aggregate of dragoons " - - ----- --
Jst regiment of artillery " - - -
2d regiment of artillery " - - -
3d regiment of artillery - - - -
4th regiment of artillery - - - -------
Aggregate of artillery " - - - -------
1st regiment of infantry - - - -
2d regiment of infantry - - - -
3d regiment of mfantr,y - - - -
4th regiment of infantry - - - -5th regiment of infantry - - - -6th regiment of infantry - - - -
7th regiment of infantry - - - -
8th regiment of infantry - - - ----- --
.Aggregate of infantry . " - ..,. ----- --
Recruits and unattached sol-
diers " " " - - - -------
Grand aggregate - - - - -
I 
* Suspended. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington1 Dectm''er 3, 1840. 
- - - - - 56 -
- - - - - 7i -
- - - - - 19 -
- - - - - 3 -
- - - - - 33 -- - - - - 34 - - - - - 29 269 --- ---- -- --- --- ----
- - - - - 251 269 ------- -- --- --- ----
62 - - - 12 19 560 
7 - - - 2 24 420 --- --------- --- ----
69 - - - 14 43 980 -------------------
38 - - - 15 28 504 
42 - - - 28 26 599 
17 - - - l 23 276 
42 - - - 19 23 571 ------------ --- ----
139 - - - 63 100 1,%0 -------------------
30 - - - 14 22 406 42 - - - 22 19 410 
11 - - - 15 23 683 
98 - - - 21 18 477 
130 - - - 49 £3 670 
18 - *1 1 6 19 477 
35 - - - 4 19 562 
15 - - - 4 27 730 ------- ----- --- ----
379 - 1 1 135 170 4,415 --- ---- -- --- --- ----
- - - - - - 1,361 --- -- -- -- --- --- ----
5S7 - I I 212 564 8,975 
t Assistant surgeons. 
R. JONES, 
Adjutant Genera l of tiLe Anny. 
Doc. No. 2. 
B-Continued. 
ABSENT. 
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I 3 2 5 .- 1 2 2 3 16 1 _ 431 464 473 
2 5 4 34 - 1 2 3 4 1 12 - - 463 497 441 
1 4 2 I5 1 - 1 - 2 1 13 - 3 716 749 188 
2 7 42 l 1 2 6 9 1 4 1 3 54I 574 363 
- 3 6 56 - - - 7 9 1 2 744 777 160 
l 4 5 9 l - - 8 - 2 32 2 2 528 562 376 
1 4 5 7 - ... 1 3 4 2 10 1 - 586 619 318 
- \ 3 2 1s _ _ _ 2 2 1 71 _ 1 824 857 so-
~ 28 33 186 3 3 6 31 32 12 158 5 11 4,833 5,099 2,399-
3328 
- - - - - - _. - - - - - - 1,361 1,36I 1;361 
E4789524-516154s-532o224-7 -13 9,83710,570 1,96'1 
tOne in hands of civil authority. § Assistant quartermaster. 
HEADQ.lARTERS OF THE AR.\lY' 
Washington, December· 3, 1840. 
ALEX. MACOMB, 
~1fajor General, cornmanding in cltief. 
Doc. No. 2. 
C.-Position and distribution of the troops of the Eastern Division~ 
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----------------
Fort Winnebago - Portage Fox and Wiskonsin 
5th in f. rivers, Wis. Lt. Col. Mclntosh - 2 
Fort Howard - Green Bay, Wis. Capt. M. E. Merrill- 5th in f. 1 
Fort Mackinac - Michilimackinac, Mich. Capt. H. Brown - 4th art. ] 
Fort Brady - Sault St. Marie, Mich. Capt. A. Johnston - 5th in f. 1 
Detroit frontier: Fort } l Gen. H . Brady and Gratiot and Cleve- - - - Lieut. Col. Fan-land - - ning - - 4th art. 9 
Niagara frontier, and 
Lt. Col. J. B. Crane- 2d art. "8 Rochester . -
Madison barracks - Sackett's Harbor, N.Y. Major M. M. Payne- 2d art. 2 
. Plattsburg - - - Capt. F. Taylor - 1st art. 1 
Hancock barracks - Houlton , Maine Bt. Lt. Col. Pierce - 1st art. 6 
Fort Sullivan - Eastport, do. Bt. Maj. R. M. Kirby 1st art. 1 
Fort Preble - Portland, do. Capt. G. Porter - 1st art. 1 
,Fort Independence - Boston, Mass. 
tFort Constitution - Portsmouth, N.H. 
Fort Wolcott - Newport, R.I. 
Fort Trumbull - New London, Conn. 
·west Point . West Point, N. Y. Major Delafield - Detc'ts art., -
drag's, & 
band . 
. Fort Columbus -
t do.f Fort Hamilton - New York harbor, Capt. J. Dimick - 1st art. 1 Fort Lafayette -
Fort McHenry - Baltimor~, Md. Capt. S. Ringgold - 3d art. 1 
Fort Severn - Annapolis, do. Bt. Col. Walbach - 1st art. -Fort Washington - Left bank of the Potomac, do. 
·Fort Monroe - Old Point Comfort, Va. 
Fort Johnston . Near Smithville, N.C . 
·Fort Caswell - Oak island, do. 
iFort Macon - Near Beaufort, do. 
Fort Moultrie . } Charleston h~rbor, S. C. Castle Pinckney • 
Oglethorpe barracks Savannah, Ga. 
Fort Marion . St. Augustine, Florida 
Key West - Key West, do. 
\Fort Brooke - Tamha Bay, rlo. 
Fort King - Alae ua, do. 
Port Pickens - St. Rosa 1sland, do. 
:Fort Morgan . Mobile point, Ala . 
New Orleans - New Orlean~, La. 
.Fort Pike - Petite Coquille, do. 
Fort Wood . Chef Menteur, do . 
Baton Rouge · . Baton Rouge, do. 
-
Aggregat£> - - - - - - - 35 
Doc. No. 2. 
under the command of Brevet Major General Winfield &ott. 
- l 
- 1 - 1 - - I 
- 1 - 1 
1 -
- -11 __ 1_1 
- - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - -
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44 Doc. No. 2. 
C-Continued. 
. .. 
POSTS. SITUATION. COl\11\IANDJNG OFFICERS. 
' 
~---------------------!-------------------------------·I--------------------------:---------·1---
Fort Winnebago - Portage Fox and Wiskonsin 
rivers, Wis. 
Fort Howard - Green Bay, do. 
Fort Mackinac - Michilimackinac, Mich. 
~~~;!frr%tier: For; lSault-St. Mar-ie, _ do.~ 
Gratiot and Cleve-
land - . -
Niagara frontier, and 
Rochester -
Madison barracks - Sackett's Harbor, 
Plattsburg -
Hancock barracks - Houlton, 
Fort Sullivan - Eastport, 
Fort Preble - Portland, 
Fort Independence - Boston, 
Fort Constitution - Portsmouth, 
Fort Wolcott - Newport, 
Fort Trumbull - New London, 










Fort Columbus l l 
Fort Hamilton : New York h.arbor, N.Y. 
Fort Lafayette -
Fort McHenry - Baltimore, Md. 
Fort Severn - Annapolis, do. 
Fort Washington - Left bank of the Potomac, do. 
Fort Monroe . - Old Point Comfort, Va. 
Fort Johnston - Near Smithville, N.C. 
Fort Caswell - Oak island, do. 
Fort Macon - Near Beaufort, do. 
Fort Moultrie ~ 5 Castle Pinckney : ~ Charleston harbor, S. C. ~ 
Oglethorpe barracks Savannah, Ga. 
Fort Marion - St. Augustine, Florida 
Key West - Key W e5t, do. 
Fort Brooke - Tampa Bay, do. 
Fort King - Alachua, do. 
Fort Pickens - St. Rosa island, do. 
Fort Morgan - Mobile point, Ala. 
New Orleans - New Orleans, La. 
Fort Pike - Petite Coquille, do. 
Fort Wood - Chef Menteur, do. 
Baton Rouge - Baton Rouge, do. 
Aggregate -
Lt. Col. Mcintosh -
Capt. M. E. Merrill-
Capt. H. Brown -
Capt. A. Johnston -








Lt. Col. J. B. Crane - '2d art. 
Major M. M. Payne - -2d art. 
Capt. F. Taylor - 1st art. 
Bt. Lt. Col. Pierce - lst art. 
Bt. Maj. R. M. Kirby lst art. 
Capt. G. Porter - 1st art. 
- - -
Major Delafield - Detc'ts art., 
Capt. J. Dimick -
Capt. S. Ringgold -
Bt. Col. Walbach -
- - -












ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, Washington, December 3, 1840. 
R. JONES, Adj1uant Gene1·al of tke Army. 
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C-Continued. 
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9 112 121 
3 63 66 
4 76 80 Regarrisoned 18th May, 1840. 
4 7!1 83 
41 438 47!) 
38 489 527 
10 131 141 
5 70 75 
~7 267 294 
5 73 78 Regarrisoned 19th September, 1840. 
5 50 55 Regarrisoned 9th October, 1840. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn May, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn May, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn May, 1836. 
-
116 
Garrison withdrawn May, 1836. 
- 116 
10 70 80 
5 65 70 
1 - 1 Garrison withdrawn February, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn January, 1836. - - - Garri~on withdrawn November, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn February, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn February, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn January and February, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn January and February, 1836: - - - Garrison withdrawn January, i836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn January, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn November, 1835. - - - Garrison withdrawn No.vember, 1835. - - - Garrison withdrawn February, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn De!·ember, 1835. - - - Garrison withdrawn December, 1835. - - - Garrison withdrawn June, 1836. ---------
167 2,099 2,266 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARM'l/'1 Wasl£ington, Decembe1· 3, 1840. 
~LEX, MACOMB1 Majo~ Q~~·~l~ ~~mma?_!din&' i1~~c~ie}! 
46 Doc. No. 2. 
D. 
Position and distribution of the troops of the Western Division, 
POSTS. SITUATION. COMMANDING OFFICERS. 
Fort Snelling - Upper Mississ1ppi, I. T. Capt. C. Sibley - . 
Fort Crawford and l Prairie du Chien, Wis. Brev. Brig. Gen. Brooke dependencies 
Fort Leavenworth - Right bank of Missouri Col. S. W. Kearney -
Jefferson Barracks . Near St. Louis, Mo. - Brev.Brig.Gen.Atkinson 
Fort Gibson • . Arkansas . . Brev.Brig.Gen.Arbuckle 
Fort Smith - - Arkansas - . Brev. Major Lear . 
Fort Wayne - Arkansas - - Capt. J.P. Simonton -
Fort Towson • . On the Kiamichi, Ark. Capt. G. W. Allen -Fort Jesup • . Near Natchitoches, La. Capt. P. Morrison -
Fort Jackson - Near New Orleans,La.* 
Aggregate . - - - - - ,_ - -
* Garrison withdrawn May II, 1835. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
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5th inf. 2 
{5th inf.& 5 1st drag. 
1st drag. 5 
-~4th inf.& 10 1st drag. 
4th inf. 1 
1st drag. 1 
4th inf. 1 




Adjutant General of the m·my. 
Doc. No. 2. 4 
D. 
t1nder the command of Brevet Major General Edmund P. Gaines. 
PRESENT, 
} _______ 1_15 
1-1---1--143 1 _______ } __ 1 
211 ___ 1-1248 
- - - - 1 1 1 
- - - - 1 1 1 
- - - - - 1 -











163 - - - 1 3 
315 - - - 3 3 
372 - - - 1 9 
39 - - - - -
513 1 - - 514 
so ____ J 
45 ____ 2 
48 ____ 2 









































51 2--- 2- 5 51423 1,53757 1,594 1 - _1036 14847 195 104 1,685 1,789 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY' 
Washington, December 3, 1840. 
ALEX. MACOMB, 
.Llfajor General, commanding in chief. . 
·48 Doc. No. 2. 
E. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
' Washington, November 20, 1840. 
·Statement showing the whole number of recruits enlisted in the army, from 
the 1st of October, 1839, to the 30th of September, 1840, inclusive. 
GENERAL RECRCITIKG SERVICE. 
·Lieutenant Col. J. H. Vose, 3d infantry, General Superintendent, :)tatwned at New York, N.Y. 
:Boston, M.ass. - 108 Easton, Pa. 70 
Lowell, do. 26 Philadelphia, do. - 245 
.Providence, R.I. 75 Reading, do. 30 
Hartford, Conn. 58 Lancaster, do. 29 
New Haven, do. - 62 Pittsburg, do. 100 
Bridgeport, do. - 4 Baltimore, Md. - 143 
Westfield, do. - l Frederick, do. 44 
New York, N.Y. - 517 Cumberland, do. - 155 
.Brooklyn, do. 73 Washington, D. C 3 
Fort Wood, do. 23 Richmond, Va. 2 
Poughkeepsie, do. 7 Lynchburg, do. 90 
Albany, do. - 107 Fort Monroe, do. 1 
·Troy, do. 10 Charleston, S. C. 1 
Sehenectady, do. 76 Newport, Ky. - - 144 
Utica, do. - 138 Louisville, do. • 150 
.Syracuse, do. - 149 Jefferson barracks, _Mo. - 9 
Rochester, do. 27 Ne¥t Orleans, La. 3 
.Sackett's Harbor, do. 17 No. of recruits enlisted 
Newark, N. J. 8 for the general service 3,006 
·'!,renton, do. . 1 
RECRUITING SERVICE FOR THE DRAGOONS. 
Captain E. V. Sumner, 1st dragoons, Superintendent, stationed at Carlisle barracks, Pa. 
New York, N.Y. - 329 York, Pa. 3 
Philadelphia, Pa. 87 Baltimore, Md. - 10 
~ Harrisburg, do.- 19 No. enlisted for the dra- --
Carlisle, do. - 48 goons - 496 
BY REGIMENTS. 
~ 1st regiment of dragoons- 68 
2d regiment of dragoons • 386 
1st regiment of artillery - 395 
, 2d regiment of artillerv - 4~1 
3d re~giment of artillery - 46 
4th regiment of artillery - 397 
lst regiment of infantry - 22 
'2d regiment of infantry - 25 
3d regiment of infantry - 295 
"rotal number enlisted from the 
of September, 1840 
4th regiment of infantry - 162 
5th regiment of infantry - , 80 
6th regiment of infantry - 44 
7th regiment of infantry - 135 
8th regiment of infc1.ntry - 259 
Detachment at "\Vest Point 64 
Bancl at West Point 10 
For the medical department 5 
~-2,814: 
1st of October, 18391 to the 30th 
.. {),316 
For the general service 
By regiments 
By detachments • 
Doc. No. 2. 
Recapitulation. 
S Artillery and infantry 












Amount of recruiting funds advanced to the officers of the army, 
from~the lstof October, 1839, to the 30th of September, 184.0- $56,4.74 36 
Amount of those funds accounted for within the same period - 48,325 46 
Balance in the hands of recruiting officers on the 30th Septem-
ber, 1840 - - - • - - - $8,148 90 
Respectfully submitted : 
Major Gen. ALEXANDER MAcOMB, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Commanding in chiif, Washington. 
Doc. No. 2. 
F . 
.Return of the army employed in Florida against the Serninole Indians, 
REGIMENTS AND CORPS. 
General staff 
Second regiment of dragoons 
Third regiment of artillery 
First regiment of infantry 
Second regiment of infantry 
Third regiment of infantry 
f!ixth regiment of infantry 
Seventh regiment of infantry 
Eighth regiment of infantry 
.Aggregate of infantry 




Ag~egate of militia 
Grand aggregate • 







· :_ I~~~~~~ 5;;;:~~~~~r~-2 
----------1--------
- LO - _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ 1 1 1 1 6 13 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~116 
- 10 1 5 16 
- lO - - - - 3 15 
- 10 6 16 
- 10 3 13 
- 10 - - - - 1 4 14 
- 10 - - - - - 1 1 7 1? 
- - - -----·------------
- 60 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 3 4 - 281 91 
- --- -- - ----- - ---- - - --
- 79 1 1 1 1 1 13 3 5 26 6 1 2 5 6 1 39 12-2 
4 - - 4 8 
---- - - ------- -----
4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 8 
• 83 1 I 1 1 1 13 3 5 26 6 1 2 5 6 1 43 130 
t Although known to be in the service, no Florida militia are reported ln this return, because 
M requisite returns thereof have not been received. Agreeably to instructions from the War 
Department, ten companies of mounted men (1 general officer, 4 general staff officers, 42 com• 
-pany officers
1 
and 1,~39 non-commissioned officers and privates-aggre~~te 1 ,086) .were ~eceived 
into the serv1ce dunng the summer, for the term of three months. Tlus term of serv1ce hav-
in.,. expired, all this force has been discharged, with instructions, dated 29th October, to be 
.re~mustered into the service of the United States. In addition to the above, on the 8th Sep~ 
Doc. No. 2. 51 
F. 
under the cormnand of Brevet Brigadier General fJ'alker K. Armistead. 
PRESENT. 
FOR DUTY. SICK, I ON EXTRA OR DAILY DUTY. 
- 1 -
------------------.-;-------------- ---
1 - 21 24 16 6 281 - - 1 6 3 1 51 7 . ' 
----------------i--,-----------------
~~~~~-9-9-~-=-=-=~~~~-=-=~-1 -=~~~ 
1 20 19 1 11 251 9 49 - -1- 30 
1 - 21 17 1 10 203 12 1 - 80 4 38 
1 1 35 31 2 14 527 3 43 2 9 
19 25 17 343 5 44 3 15 
1 - 20 16 9 351 22 4 100 - '7 1 27 
1 1 30 34 2 15 593 4 31 -1 '2 - = l3 
~~~~~~-=- 2,286 ~~-~~-r 347 ~~~~--;;;-~~ 132 
~~--;---;;~~~ 2,72~ ~~~~~~~~ 416 ~~~~~~~~ 
- ----------·--------- -------------
-\- 284 
-1---- -------------- ------------ ---
'I • 1 7 
I 
185 7 101 15 a , oo6 I _ _ 1 6, 9 5 416 - 1 - 19 1 5 150 
tember200mounted men were authorizt..d; making, in tl1e aggregate, a militia of about 1,300 
officcn; and men for the Florida. service. exclusive of Lhe Georgia militia reported in Lhe table..-
When the above force was authorized to be rai:sed, 500 foot were also allowed; but it 1.;; not knowQ 
whether they have been received into the: service. 'fhe probability i~, they have not been raised. 
Thts mil it b. force is designed to protect t e settlements iH Middle, and in Lhe northc1 n portiom 
of East Florida. The whole, inc:ndin~ the Georgia militia reported in the table above, is 
c.ommande·i by General L. Read, of he Florida militia, who~e command is separate and dis-
tinct from that of the commanding ~eneral of the regular forces. 
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Second regiment of dragoons - . 21 420 
--·--
Third regiment of artillery . - ~~-I 276 ---
First regiment of infantry - - - - - - - - I4 22 406 Second regiment of intimtry - - - - - - - - 22 19 410 Third regiment of infantry - - - - - - - - 15 23 683 Sixth regiment of infantry - - - tl I I - - 5 I9 477 Seventh regiment of infantry - - - - - - - - 4 19 562 Eighth regiment of infantry - - - - - I - - 3 27 730 
-- - - -- -- - - ------ ---
Aggregate of infantry - - - - 1 I 2 - - 63 129 3,286 
-- -- -- ------ -- -- ---
Aggregate of regulars - - . - I 1 2 - - G6 238 3,964 
------ - - ------ -- ---
Militia. 
Florida - - . - -
Georgia - - - - - - - - - - - - 12 284 
------ ------ -- -- ---
Aggregate of militia - - - - - - - - - - 12 284 
-- -- - --- -- - - -- ---
Grand aggregate - - . - - I I 1 21 - - GG 250 4,248 
REMARKs.-Some of the regimental officers reported pre~ent with t!.eir companies are em· 
_ployed on temporary staff duties,; but, being on oervice with the troops, tl,ey are not reported 
absent. 
Many of the rank and file reported "absent," on "detached service," and "sick," are iu 
Florida, although not with th41ir companit>s. 
Two hundred recruits sailed from New York for the third artillery on the 23d November. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL's 0.rFicr:1 Wasllington, Deum!Jer 3, 1840. 
R. JONES, 
Adj'!Uam General of tile A.rmy. 
• • ·- • • _-;.. • " •4 • ..... •• - - • • • 
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F -Continued. 
ABSENT. I PRESENT 
&ABSENT. 
-
UF.TACIIED SERVICE. IMTH LEAVE OR I SICK. CON· I 
FURLOUGHED. FINED. WITHOUT LEAVE. 
dsvi ~..n <:.) <:.) <:.) 
s~ s:g ~ ~ ~ 
-~ -cd r£ rll- rll-VJ> rll:> '"' ..... ..... ......... 8·~ VI-< v v Q) 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 62 
- - - -- -- - -- - -- - -- ---- ----- ----
- 1 9 169 - *2 - - - 61 - 3 - 1 - - 653 690 (12 
- - --------- ----------- ------- --
1 3 11 28 - 1 3 10 1 5 - 3 - - - - 322 365 390 
-- - - -- -------------- -- - --------
1 3 2 ·5 - 1 2 3 16 - 2 1 - - - 431 464 473 2 5 4 34 - I 2 3 1 12 - 4 - - - 463 497 44L 1 4 2 15 1 - 1 2 1 13 - - - - - 3 716 749 188 1 4 5 9 1 - - 8 2 32 - - 1 l 2 528 562 :i76 1 4 5 7 - - I 3 2 10 - 4 - - I - 586 6I9 318 - 3 2 18 - - - 2 1 7I - 2 - - - I 824 857 80 
- - ---- - ------------ -- -- ----------
6 23 20 88 2 2 4 20 10 154 - 12 1 1 2 6 3,548 3,748 1,876 
- - - -- - - ----- ----- - - --~----------
7 27 40 285 2 5 7 30 ll 220 - 18 1 2 2 6 4,523 4,865 2,328 
- - ------- -- -- - --- -- ---------- ---
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 284 296 
- I--- - ------- -- -- ----- - ------- --
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 284 296 
- - - --------- - --- -- -- --- ------
7 _\ 27 40 285 2 5 7 30 11 220 - 18 1 2 2 6 4,807 5,161 2,3 28 
"'One in hands of civil authority. t Suspended from rank and command. 
HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Wash,ington, Deceml;e·r 3, 1840. 
ALEX. MACOMB, 
Major Gen,e1·al, wmmanding in ckU:/. 
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G. 
Present organization of a regiment of infantry. 
No. Rank. Pay. 
I 
Subsist· Forage. Clothing. Amount. 
ence. 
1 Colonel ~ - - - $900 $438 $384 $1,722 
2 Servants - - - - 168 146 $60 374 
1 Lieutenant colonel - - - 720 365 288 - 1,373 
2 Servants - - - - 168 146 60 374 
1 Major - .. - - 600 292 288 - 1,180 2 Servants - - - - 168 146 - 60 374 
10 Captains - - - - 4,800 2,920 - - 7,720 
10 Servants - - - - 840 730 - 300 1,870 
10 First lieutenants - - - 3,600 2,920 - 6,520 10 Servants - - - - 840 730 - 300 1,870 
10 Second Lieutenants - - 3,000 2920 - - 5,920 10 Servants - - - - 8<10 1730 - 300 1,870 -----------
16,644 12,4 3 960 1,080 31,167 
Proposed organization of a regiment of infantry. 
No.I Rank. Pay. Subsist- Forage. Clothing. Amount. ence. 
1 Colonel retired - - - $900 - - - $900 1 Colonel, with pay of.lieutenant co-
lonel - - - - 720 $438 $384 1,542 
2 Servants - - - - 168 146 - $60 374 
1 Lieutenant colonel, with pay of 
majo,r - - - - 600 365 288 - 1,253 
2 Servants - - - - 168 14G - 60 374 
1 Major, with pay of captain - 480 292 288 - 1,060 
2 Servants - - - - 168 146 - 60 374 
10 Captains, one receiving pay of first 
lieutenant - - - 4,680 2,920 - - 7,600 10 Servants - - - - 840 730 - 300 1,870 
10 First litmtenants, one receiving pay 
of second lieutenant - - 3,540 2,920 - - 6,460 
10 Servants - - - - 840 730 - 300 1,870 
10 Second lieutenants, one a brevet - 3,000 2,!)20 - 5,920 
10 Servants - - - - 840 730 - 300 1,870 ---------------------
16,944 12,483 960 1,080 31,467 
Should the retired colonel be entitled to eight additional rations, it would r~?dnce the 
584 estimate - - - - - - - - - - -----
30,883 
. 
The sum of $300 is to be added to the a.bove estimate for as many officers, not exceeding 
ten, as may retire from the regiment; from which sumshouldbe deducteu the amount of addi-
tional rations to which each retired officer may be entitled. 
Doc. No. 2. 5S 
No.2. 
REPOR'r FROM THE ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
ORDNANCE 0FF'ICE, 
Washington, Nuvember 30, 1840. 
Sm: In obedience to your orders, I respectfully submit a report of the 
operations 0f the Ordnance Department during the year ending 30th of 
September, 1840. 
I. Statement A shows the amount of available funds, and the amount 
of expenditures under each of the appropriations, disbursed during the 
fiscal year above named, as follows : 
Total amount of apprqpriations for 1840, and balances of 
former appropriations - $1,827,380 84 
To which add remittances not received in 1839-(see re· 
marks p. 77) - - - - - - 2,500 00 
Deduct amount deferred or postponed under the authority 
of the third section of the act of 20th of July, 1840 
1,829,880 84: 
580,452 31 
Total amount a vail able for the year 1,249,428 53 
Amount expended during the year-( see dis-
crepancies p. 77) ~ - - $913,554 36 
Amount carried to surplus fund 17,430 33 
Amount due agents on the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1839 - - - - 9,992 95 
.Amount not received previous to 30th of 
September, 1840 - 3,000 00 
--- 943,977 64 
Amount remaining unexpended 
Add amount deferred, as above 
Total amount applicable to the service of the year 1841 -
Of this latter sum, there remained in the hands of disbur-
sing officers on the 30th of September, 1840, deducting 
the amount due other officers - - - -







.The end of the fiscal year being on the 30th of September, it may be 
said that the appropriations made in any one year are expended chiefly in 
the following year. This is strictly the case, when the appropriation laws 
are passed only at the close of a long session of Congress, as occurred ia 
July last. At the short sessions, about seven months intervene between the: 
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enactment of the appropriation laws and the end of the fiscal year; during 
which period but limited sums are expended, because time is required to 
perfect contracts which, in accordance with the law of May 1, 1820, can-
not be made until the necessary funds are appropriated. A great saving of 
money, as well as labor, would result, if the appropriations were made 
prospectively, or a year in advance-that is, to become available on the 1st 
of October following a session of Congress, which, if prolonged even to 
Jt:1ly, would then produce no inconvenience to the service. So far as this 
department is concerned, the present time is peculiarly favorable for ma-
king this cban~e. 
II. Statemen-t B exhibits many of the principal articles of ordnance 
stores procured and manufactured at the armories and arsenals, likewise 
building materials, &c., &c. ; among which are the following : 
58 8-inch seacoast howitzers. 
33 cannon for field service. 
50 cannon for garrison service. 
1 16-inch stone mortar, brass. 
1 24-pounder coehorn, brass. 
2 10-inch mortars. 
1 8-inch mortar. 
107 garrison carriages and implements. 
12 iron casemate carriages. 
29 carriages for field service. 
24 caissons, assorted. 
4 travelling forges. 
100 42-pounder cannon balls. 
4,139 32-pounder cannon balls. 
2,000 12· pounder cannon balls. 
2,000 6-pounder cannon balls. 
767 canister shot. 
39,835 grape slolot. 
17,130 muskets, complete. 
1,023 Hall's rifles. 
1,106 carbines. 
600 sabres. 
3,434 sets of infantry accoutrements. 
3,5tJO cartridge-boxes. 
22,242 screw-drivers. 
4,430 pounds powder. 
1,000,000 cartridges for small arms. 
13 sets gun-carriage timber. 
590,829 feet of timber, board measure. 
29,577 musket stocks. 
878,064 bricks. 
4,303 feet of cut stone. 
III. Statement C shows the operations of the department during the year 
ending 30th of September, 1840, in procuring arms under the act for arm-
ing and equipping the militia. The expenditure for that object during the 
year has been $186,519 7 5 ; and the articles purchased and fabricated 
consist chiefly as follows, viz : 
30 6-ponnder brass guns. 
14 6-ponnder carriages. 




1,000 artillery swords. 
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2,000 sets infantry accoutrements. 
161 sabre belts. 
869 sword belts. 
230 carbine swivels. 
IV. Statement D shows the app rtionment of arms to the militia of the 
several States and Territories for the year 1839, founded on the returns fur-
nished to this office by the Adjutant General of the army. 
V. Statement E exhibits the numbei and kinds of arms issued to the 
States and Territories, during the year ending 30th Septemqer, 1840, under 
the Jaw of April, 1808: for arming the militia. 
Vl. Statement F shows the quantity and kinds of arms and ordnance 
stores issued for the service of the regular army, and of the militia in the 
~rvice of the United States, during the same period. Amongst which are-
4tl iron cannon for garrison service. 
14 cannon for field service. 
50 carriages, with chasses complete, for garrison service. 
24 field carriages, caissons, and travelling forges. 
2,160 cannon-balls. 
50 10-inch shells. 
20 24-pounder shells. 
70 grape shot. 
310 canister shot. 
3,148 muskets, complete. 
717 rifles. 
903 carbines. 
311 artillery swords. 
1,619 sets infantry accoutrements. 
9,424 pounds powder. 
1,025,217' cartridges·for small arms. 
72,610 flints. 
Nothing has been received, during the past year, of the amount due the 
United Stutes from the product of the lead-mines. A special agent has 
been despatched to the mineral regions with authority to examine the state 
of all concerns pertaining to the mines of lead and copper. His report, 
when received, will be made the subject of a separate communication. 
As regards the general operations of the department, it should be stated 
that the appropriations for 1840 were made by Congress at so Jate a period, 
(20th July,) that very few of the objects authorized could be effected during 
the year; moreover, the restrictions of the 3d section of the appropriation 
law having been applied to a large portion of the funds of this department, 
(viz: $580;452 31,) tbe balances remaining in the Treasury on the 30th 
September last were consequently very large, and far beyond the usual 
amounts; and the operations at ar~enals, the procuring of heavy cannon 
and projectiles for arming the forts, the supply of ordnance and ''Ordnance 
stores generally, aud of materials for use at the national armories, have been 
deferred to u great extent. Very little has been done, also, in the construc-
tion of arsenals, except at Little Rock, where the state of the work would' 
no.t admit of much reduc~ion in the expenditures ; the supply of materials 
bemg ample, the work was prosecuted on a reduced scale only. 
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The manufacture of muskets, according to the new model, has been suc-
-cessfully established at both the national armories, and at some of the pri-
vate armories. The substitution hereafter of percussion, in place of flint 
Jocks, which is becoming general in Europe, will render the arms as nearly 
perfect as can be attained ; and, judging from the specimens of foreign arms 
{)f the most approved patterns, recently imported, decidedly superior to any 
arms of foreign manufacture. 
The machines provided for the construction of war rockets have been found 
to fulfil t 1e required conditions; and it only remains to fix the deta,i]s of 
their fabrication by a series of trials, in order to realize all the advantages 
which such projectiles are capable of affording. 
Some experiments have been made during the past summer with heavy 
bomb-cannon. Their construction is an extension of the principles adopted 
thirty-three years ago in the fabrication of "columbiads" or chambered 
cannon. These trials have developed many new facts, which will lead to 
important changes in guns and projectiles. r:rhe details win be stated here-
after, in a separate report, by the Colonel of Ordnance, under whose super-
vision the subject has been placed. 
'rhe gt·eat cost of gun-carriages for garrison service, in consequence of 
the increasing scarcity on the seaboard of suitable timber, the length of 
.:time required to season it before using, and its want of durability in ex-
posed ;.;ituations, particularly along the Gulf coast, have been considered 
strong reasons for the adoption of cast-iron carriages. "fhe trials of them, 
however, have not convinced ns of their utility, or that they should be re-
lied on for general use. It therefore became necessary to take measures for 
improving the durability of timber. "l'he process called "Kyanizing," as 
practised iu 8ngland, and in this country to some extent, is very expensive. 
Under the belief that it will be found equally efficient, the process of min-
eralizing, by impregnating the timber with snlphates of iron and copper: has 
'been adopted. This is effected at little cost, and its properties will be de-
termiued by the trials now making. 
In pursuance of your instructions, several officers of the ordnance board 
have visited ~any of the cannon foundries, manufactories of small 
arms, powder-mills, and arsenals, in Europe ; and have procured specimens 
of the arms and cannon now used by the principal nations of the Old 
World. A concise report of the various places examined, and the objects 
which claimed their attention, is presented herewith. The voluminous de-
tails and drawings collected will be prepared for a more extended commu-
nication. 
I am happy to state that the ministers and diplomatic agents of the United 
..States in the several kingdoms visited have offered every facility for the 
prosecution of the various inquiries; and it is proper to acknowledge the 
value of their eiTicient aid, whereby the officers were enabled to accomplish 
the objects of their voyage. 
The duties confided to the ordnance board will be prosecuted to their 
completion with all possible assiduity; and the results of their labors, 
when duly approved, it is proposed to print and publish for the benefit of 
.the service, and for the government of all persons concerned. 
Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. 1.'ALCOTT, 
Lieutenant Colonel Ordnance. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
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NEW Y onK, November 23, 1840. 
'l.'he officers of the board of ordnance~ designated to proceed to Europe 
on duty connected with the improvement of our system of artillery, by in-
structions from the Hon. Secretary of War, dated March 16, 1840, having 
proceeded to England and Scotland, thence to Sweden, Russia, Prussia, 
llelgium, and France, and visited several important arsenals, cannon foun-
dries, manufactories of small arms, powder, &c., have the honor to submit 
a concise report of their proceedings; reserving the details, and explanatory 
notes and drawings, which require considerable time to arrange and pre-
pare, for a future report. 
The board sailed from New York on the ls~ of April, and reached Lon-
don on the 17th, announcing their arrival, and the purpose of their visit, to 
the American minister; upon whose application, permission was granted for 
the members of the board to visit the establishments at Woolwich and Chat-
llam, the manufactory ·of arms at gnfield, and the powder-works at Walt-
ham Abbey. • 
WOOLWICH. I 
On the 27th of April, and at subsequent times, the board visited Wool-
wich, and gave its particular attention to the process of moulding and cast-
ing bronze cannon. 
The moulding is of that description denominated clay-moulding, and is 
performed, essentially, as described by Dartein as in use at the French 
foundries. The constrnction of the furnaces, the kind of fuel used, and the 
treatment of the metal during the casting, are also similar to those described 
by the same author. 
The only guns casting at the time were the 24 and 12-pounder field 
howitzers. 
The detailed dimensions of guns and shot, and the regulations for their 
proof and inspection, were obtained, and will be included in a future report. 
CHATHAM. 
Two of the board visited the establishment at Chatham, and examined 
the storehouses, ropewalks, and workshops. 
This, being a naval establishment, did not present the objects to which 
the attention of the board was particularly directed. The arrangement of 
the shops, and the mode of working in them; the dimensions of the build-
ings, and observations of machinery: tools, &c.; and the examination of the 
ships on the stocks, were subjects that engaoed the attention of the board; 
and such notes and memoranda as thev \~ere enabled to make will like-
wise be presented hereafter. " 
The absence of Colonel Paisley, and most of his officers and (!adets, at 
Portsmouth, prevented an examination of the school for engineers under 
the command of that officer, to whom the board had letters from the \Var 
Office. 
ENFIELD. 
The manufactory of small arms at Enfield was a so visited and exam-
ined by the board. 
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This armory, although somewhat increased recently, manufactures only 
"S,OOO stands of arms annually, and some swords. Most of the English arms 
are manufactured at Birmingham, where the Government is fitting up, 
works for assembling and finishing arms; the component parts being made 
by contract or by the piece. 
Arrangements were being made at Enfield for 1·olling gun-barrels, as has 
been practised at Birmingham for several years. 
The change made of late in the English musket, consists in the intro-
duction of the percussion lock; all the new arms being thus constructed1 
while great nnmbers of those in store are to have percussion locks substi-
tuted for those of the old principle. 
'rhe rifles, as well as the muskets, are likewise made with percussion 
locks, of the description called "back action." A description of these locks, 
the mode of alteration from the flint to the percussion lock, and the plan of 
arrangement of the cone or nipple, will be detn.iled hereafter. 
'rhe rifles now manufactured are of the calibre of the EngliRh musket, 
ancl have only tu;o grooves, making one turn in the length of the barrel, 
which is thirty inches long. 
The bullets for these two-grooved rifles are cast with a projecting belt, 
corresponding in size to the dimensions of the grooves. 
'l'he principal advantage claimed for this arm over the ordinary rifle is, 
greater facility in loading, with at least equal accuracy of fire. 
'l'he board witnessed some trials made by Colonel Dundas, the inspector 
of artillery at Woolwich, the result of which was favorable to this arm. 
The pistol haR undergone no recent improvement, and it is not, at pres-
ent, intended to arm w1th pistols such cavalry as carry other fire-arms. 
The cavalry carbine has a 26-inch barrel, of musket calibre, with 
percussion lock; and a few of them are carried with each battery of field 
artillery, for guard service. 
rrhe foot artillery, when serving with their pieces, are armed with the 
artillery sword alone j but it is understood that they are to be furnished 
with fire -arms. 
The manufactory of cavalry sabres is, likewise, a part of the Enfield 
establishment; and the forging and tempering the blades, with the particu-
lars of material and proof, will be given in detail. 
The machinery and tools of the Enfield armory an~ generally old; but 
the establishment, although at this time operating on n reduced scale, is 
capable of great extensiun. 
WALTHAM ABBEY POWDER-WORKS. 
'rhe board visited the manufactory of powder at Waltham Abbey, and 
were shown all parts of the establishment by its intelligent director, Lieut. 
Colonel Moody of the royal engineers, who exhibited the several processes 
of making charcoal by distillation, refining saltpetre and sulphur, and fabri-
cating gunpowder, which will be further described hereafter. 
These works, former! y extensive and perfect, are now in a state of decay,. 
but undergoing repair; and they are capable of furnishing a large quantity 
ofpowder annually. 
GOSPEL OAK IRON-CANNON FOPNDRY. 
'rhe board next proceeded to Birmingham, for the purpose, principally, 
of visiting the iron-cannon foundry of -the ~Iessrs. )Valker, situated n few 
miles out of that place. 
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Patterns for experimental field guns were devised, and, after examining 
..the works, and the process of moulding, casting, boring, and turning iron 
cannon, the board entered into a contract with the proprietors for a few 
field and heavy cannon. 
'l'he field guns dMermined on by the board were of sixteen calibres 
length of bore for the guns, and ten for the howitzers; 
rrhe 12-pounder guns to weigh 1,800 lbs. 
The 6-pounder guns " ~34 " 
rrhe 12-pounder howitzers to weigh 7HO " 
The 24-pounder howitzers " 1,500 " 
The process of moulding at the Gospel Oak works is in dry sand, upon 
-patterns of cast iron, divided into sections by planes perpendicular to the 
axes at such points as enable each section to be withdrawn from its mould. 
'I'he flasks are formed in corresponding sections to envelope the pat-
terns, leaving an annular space for the moulding sand. 
The metl1t1d of moulding is the same as detailed in the work of General 
Huqnenin, in his description of the operations of the foundry at Liege. 
The airfurnaces, accurately described in the late publication by MM. 
Zeni and Dechays, are called double arched, in which the melteu metal 
flows towards the fire) instead of being coUected under the chimney. 
The metal used at this foundry is obtained partly from \Vales and partly 
from the neighborhood of the works, and is mixed with the overplus of 
former castings, aud small portions of old metal of good quality; the pro-
portions being arranged mainly by the judgment or practical knowledge of 
the fireman. 
The coal employed in the reverberating furnace is obtained from the 
neighborhood of the works, and is of excellent quality. 
'L,he particulars of fabrication and descriptions of machinery, tools, &c., 
will be prepared for a future report. 
'This establishment is capable of !llaking six heavy cannon per week, and 
has beds for boring ten at a time. 
Gold blast iron on) y is used here. 
The 42-ponnder gun has been abolished, and new patterns of 32-ponnd-
ers, of different lengths, are now made; the shorter being nsed in many 
·situations on board ships where carronades were formerly mounted. 
'rhe old pattern 12-pounder ship guns are being bored into 18 and even 
24-pounders; thei r chase nnd muzzle being likewise reduced on the exterior 
at the same time! 
ALFRETON IRON·WORKS. 
Two of the bo~ud being detained at Birmingham by the severe illness of 
one of them, the other two members proceeded to the " Alfreton Works," 
belonging to Mr. Oakes. 
At these works large quantities of projectiles are cast for the Govern-
ment. About one thousand hands are employed in the various operations 
of mining, smel ting, casting, and finishing. 
In C.< sting projectiles, three-fourths of their own metal and one-fourth of 
Scotch pig.iron are used. 
All shot are cast in iron moulds, and afterwards submitted to an an· 
nealing process, hammering, and rolling. · 
, 
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The products of this establishment appear to he excellent ; and the par-
ticulars, detailing the several operations, and describing the moulds, tools, 
furnaces, &c., wtll be given hereafter. 
LOW :MOOR. 
The next place visited was the iron-works of the Messrs. Hird, Dawson, 
& Hardy, at Low Moor, which gives employment to about 2,600 hands. 
Six blast furnaces were in operation, each making an average of fifty 
tons of pig-iron weekly, which is refined and converted into bar-iron, or 
used for castings. 
Their Government contract for 8 and 10 inch land mortars being nearly 
completed, the board saw no casting of them, but the processes of mould--
ing, casting, boring, &c., arc the same as at" Gospel Oak." 
The boring machinery is likewise similar, but somewhat superior. 
The mode of fabrication will be detailed in a future report. 
CARl'tON WORKS. 
The two members of the board proceeded to Carron, from Low Moor, 
via Liverpool and Glasgow, for the purpose of examining the machinery 
and furnaces of that establishment, and getting a few guns cast. The 
rnanuf:tcture of cannon had, however, been discontinued, and the manager 
was not disposed to resume it. 
The process of moulding formerly followed at Carron was fully de-
scribed by Mr. Dawson, the manager, as being similar to that now pursued 
at Gospel Oak and Low Moor. 
These works were established in the year 1771, and the present manager 
has b en upwards of forty years at the establishment. 
The officers next proceeded to Hull, via Edinburgh, and embarked for 
Gottenburg, and reached Stockholm on the 8th of June, where, through 
the attention of Mr. Hughes, the American charge d'affaires, they were in-
troduced to the several proprietors of the cannon foundries of Aker, Stafsjo, 
and I·•'inspor1g; to several officers of the army; nnd to Captain Kondria.tfski, 
of the Russian artillery, superintending the f..1.brication aud inspection of 
. Russian iwu gnns being cast at the three foundries in Sweden. 
Flftflr.n ·.mndred heavy cannon have been made at these foundries, during 
the last three years, for the Russ an Government. 
ARSENALS AT STOCKHOI.?tl, 
One of these establishments, for clothing, camp and hospital equipage, &c., 
contains cloth sufiicient for clothing an army of forty thousand men six: 
years, and it is preserved by means of curtains of canvass saturated with-
tar, which enclose it, closely packed in piles about seven feet square. 
·vvoollen cloths thus stored remain secure from moths many years with-
out being aired. 
ARTILLERY ARSENAL • 
. The artillery arsenal contains several batteries of field and siege artillery, 
wlth their equipments; nil in excellent condition. 
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The field carriages are similar to those sent to the United States; and, to 
complete the system, the travelling forge and caisson have been since fur. 
nished from the arsenal, and shipped to New York. 
The Swedish carriages manrnuvre, as we had repeated opportnnities of 
witnessing, with great facility; and their strength has been tested by firing 
1,600 service charges upon them. 
The entire system is considered quite perfect by their artillery officers. 
At Carlsbad, a few miles from the city, is a depot of 30,000 small arms 
of Swedish manufacture. At this place we likewise visited the scltool for 
engineer and artillery officers, the number under instruction being generally 
about forty. 
A rocket corps of only twenty-five men and ten horses has been lately 
organized at this school, but its practice is at this time quite limited. 
'l'he construction of friction priming-tubes is carried on here. The-
board observed the process of fabrication, and obtained specimens. 
The board were present, by invitation, to observe the manam res of two 
eight-gun batteries of horse artillery, which were executed with g reat ra-
pidity, turning upon roads only eighteen feet wide, (with six horse~ to each 
carriage,) crossing de~p ditches and other difficult places, for the purpose of 
showing the perfection of the carriages, and especially the effect of the 
regulator, in relieving the whee] horses from the weight und violent mo-
tions of the pole. 
On the 29th June the two members detained at Birmingham arrived at 
Stockholm. 
CANNON FOUNDRIES OF SWEDEN. 
The three cannon foundries of Aker, Stafsjo, nnd Finspong, were visited 
by the board, and every f.'\cility was afforded by the noble and intelligent pro-
prietors of those establishments, for the board to acquire a full knowledge 
of the process of smelting, moulding; casting, and boring iron cannon. 'rl1e 
members devoted themselves to observing every operation, from the prepa-
ration of the mineral for the furnace, to the completion of the guns ; and 
these repeated opportunities enabled the board to make full memoranda and 
sketches, and to collect specimens of ores and n1etals, which will be refer-
red to hereafter. 
It may here be stated. that the process of moulding in clay is pursued at , 
all these foundries; and that the cannon are cast direc ly from the b:ast fur-
nace, or first fnsion-a method which is believed o be pee liar to the· 
Swedish foundries. 
The trials that have oeen made, for the purpose of deterrnining the 
strength and durability of Swedish iron cannon, having resulted highly 
favorably to their quality, the board was induced to order ti·om each of the 
three foundries cannon for two field-batteries. 
IRON·l\HNES OF DAp.jNEMORA AND T H E OES'rERBY FORGES. 
These great and celebrated mines are about eighty miles north from 
Stockholm, and produce ores yielding from 50 ~o 80 per cent. of iron. 
'l'hey have been wrought upwards of one thousand years, and are now 
about six hundred feet in depth. The iron made from the Dannemor 
mines is all so1d at prices far exceed·ng any oth r made in Sweden, for the 
scle purpose of being converted into steel in England. 
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After examining and exploring this vast mine, and collecting specimens 
of it5 minerals, the board visited the extensive forges at Oesterby, belonging 
to Mr. 'I'hamm. Speeimens of ores and metals were also collected here. 
ARMAMENT OF TROOPS. 
The armament of the Swedish troops was observed by the board, and 
will be hereafter detailed. 
HOSPITAL A'l' STOCKHOLM. 
'l1his large, and, as it appeared to the board, admirably conducted mili-
:tary hospital, is calculated to accommodate 500 patients. Its wards are 
generally 52 by 22 feet, and contain 18 beds each. 
They are heated by Swedish stoves, although arrangements have been 
• made for introducing heated air. 
In the basement are warm and cold baths, conveniently and neatly ar-
ranged. The dispensary and room for surgical operations, with instru-
ments, are neatly fitted up. 
'fhe building is 240 feet by 52, with wings measuring, on each side of 
the main building, 40 by 22 feet. 
Purther details of this establishment are possessed by the board; but it 
was visited incidentally: and without the requisite professional information 
to enable it to report fnlly, or evC;n satisfactorily, upon its arrangement, and 
principles of construction and organization. 
BARRACKS ArTD STABLES. 
The interior arrangement of the large and elegant barracks and stables 
at Stockholm appears well adapted to the purposes for which they were 
:mtended; but the board did not observe any important peculiarity which 
it will be necessary to notice. 
All camp-kettles and mess-pans are made of copper, tinned inside, and 
1he bunks are genemlly of iron. The police of the buildings was highly 
creditable to the Swedish officers. 
The board embarked at Stockholm on the 15th July for Russia, reached 
Abo on the next day, and Helsingfors on the 18th. Being detained hare 
until the 21st, they visited the strong fortress of Sweaborg, which, at the 
present time, has only SO or 100 heavy cannon mounted, on barbette car-
riages, similar to our own, but made of pine. 'l,here are some differences 
which were observed, and may be noted hereafter. Pr sed Revel the 
same evening, and reached St. Pefcrsbllrg on the 22d July. 
On the 26th, the officers went to the camp of Krasnoe Selo, where they 
remained four days, to witness the manceuvres of rhe army, consisting of 
15,000 cavalry and horse artillery, nnd 36,000 infantry-all guards. 
The board improved this opportunity to examine the system of the 
Russian field artillery and its equipment. 
'fhe manceuvres at this great camp were executed under the immediate 
command of the Emperor. 
A corps of horse pontoniers, consisting of eight ponton carriages 
·drawn by six horses each, manreuvred with the army. Each division of 
12,UOO infantry was accompanied by three batteries of eight field guns 
~ch, and each cavalry division by two batteries. 
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THE ARSENAL. 
T! e board visited the arsenal at St. Petersburg, one of u~ most exten-
siv(~ and complete establishments in Europe. 
'rhe gun-room of the main building forms three sides of a S<f.are . the 
front being 500 feet, and each side or wing 350 feet long, and 'on'tains 
400,000 arms. 
Other rooms of equal capacity are filled with 600 field cannon, mo"lted 
upon carriages, or ready to be mounted; with caissons, forges, &c., c~­
plete, large quantities of equipments, ancient arms and armor of every ah 
and form, models, &c. 
CANNON FOUNDRY. 
Th;s foundry for the fabrication of bronze guns is one of the mo~t ex-
tensive and best arranged establishments visited by the board. 
The guns are moulded in sand, in iron flasks; the clay moulding having 
been abandoned after trials which proved very satisfactorily that the sand 
moulding produced guns of equal quality to those made in clay moulds. 
Tbe boring machinery, lathes, &c., have uo peculiarity, except in their 
perfect construction and high finish. 
DEPOT OF IRON GUNS. 
TiJis is a separate e8tablishment, and contains 700 new heavy cannon, 
and 3,0001000 of projectiles of different calibres, besides 18,000,000 or 
grape shot. 
f:coLE TECHNIQUE D' ARTILLERIE. 
This school is situated near the arsenal. One hundred boys, the sons of 
soldiers, are taught the military mechanical branches, both theoretically 
aud practically, to fit them for snbseqnent employment in the arsenals, 
foundries, &c., either as principal mechanics or master workmen. · 
Kodels of the neatest constniction are made by these juvenile artisans; 
and comprise the present system of field, siege, and garrison artillery, 
arms, carriages, and all military machfnes, &c. 
The deta.its of our observations on the composition of gun-metal , dimen-
sions and weights of guns, &c., will be furnished hereaftgr. 
The armament of Russian troops was likewise observed. 
Prom St. Petersburg the board proceeded to Berlin, via Hamburg, and 
reached the Prussian capital on the lOth of Augnst, and examined the 
atse .als, fC.mndries, &c. 
'.rHE ARSEKAL AT BERL 1N. 
rrhe arsenal at Berlin is a spaciou~ building, 300 feet square, enclosing 
a court 140 feet square. Its architecture is esteRmed the richest and purest. 
of any ediftce in the city. The basement is fi.llt!d with cannon and car-
riages; th~ upper floor with great numbers of small anus of every descrip-· 
tion, and u well preserved and extensive collection of ancient arms and 
armor. · 
5 
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.ARSENAL OF CONSTRUCTlON. 
The arsenal ofconstruction (another establishment) has three companies 
of workmen, .r- 100 men each, employed principully in constructing field 
..and sieO'e ca~Iages, harness, cavalry saddles, &c. 
The~e w1rkmen are all enlisted soldiers, who, after three years' service 
·.at the an•aals, are replaced by others. 
The ,eld-carriages, very similar to the Russian, will be more particularly 
descrjl:ld hereafter. 
rp-e machines used at this arsenal are all worked by manual power. 
CANNON FOUNDRY. 
This establishment at Berlin is no longer in operation; all the bronze 
guns being cast at Breslau, and sent to Berlin to be bored and finished. 
The clay tnoulding is followed in the Prussian foundry. 
The long field howitzer has not been introduced into the Prussian 
service. 
MANUFACTORY OF SMALL ARMS. 
There are five small-arm manufactories in Prnssia. That at Potsdam 
was examined by the board. ·This armory was built in the year 1780, and 
bas neither steam nor water-power, the barrels being all welded at ~pan­
.dau. Few swedges or machines are used ; still the work, which requires 
much filing, appears to be excellent, nnd every part undergoes a close and 
careful inspection. 
Percussion locks are adopted for all muskets, and the flint lo~ks in the 
arsenals are to be altered to percussion. 
The mode of alteration, cost of arms, &c., will be explained hereafter. 
THE LABORATORY. 
The artillery laboratory at Berlin is a neat establishment, and com-
lnanded by a field offir.er. 
The board observed the manner of fixing ammunition, making friction 
priming-tubes, musket cartridges, &c. 
BARRACKS AND STABLES. 
r.l'be new barrack, visited by the board, accommodates 1,000 men. The 
basement contains cook and mess-rooms; furnaces, each of whic_h heats 
five rooms above, and offices; the first floor and the second, lodging-rooms, 
with iron bedsteads; and the attic, company clothing-rooms. 
The stables and manege of a regiment of cuirassiers was also examined. 
The racks nrc of cast irou basket-work, fixed to the walls at six feet 
.above the floor, which are ot brick, with a planl- 1or the fore-feet of the 
horses. 'rhe mangers are of stoue or iron. 
From Berlin the board proeccdcd to F~;ankfort on the ]\iaine, and here 
~eparated: two of its member3 going up the Rhine to Strnsbourg, Mutzig, 
..and Metz; the other two going down the river to Solingen, Brn~sel~, Ant-
"'L erp, and Douai, · 
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On the 27th August, the manufactory of swords at Solingen was visited, 
and its proprietors, 1Messrs Schnitzler & Kirshbaum, afforded every means 
to exhibit the process of fabrication, which is conducted, like many conti-
nental establit-.hments, by employing small proprietors, who make parts and 
bring them to the finishing-shop to· b~:: completed and assembled. The 
entire process, to be seen, therefore, requires one to visit the mill, where the 
trip-hammer draws the steel into scalps; the forging shop, where it is 
shaped into the blade by hand-hammering; the tempering shop, the grind-
Ing and polishing shops, the finishing shop, &c. · 
These several places were visited; the operations of fabrication witness-
ed; the mode of inspection examined; and notes made, descriptive of the tools 
and materials used, the construction of scabbards, cost of labor, materials, &c. 
The numuer of sabres and swords directed by the department to be pro-
cured were ordflred, and the agreement sent to the United States, and a 
copy of it to the American minister at Berlin. 
LIEGE. 
The royal foundry for iron and bronze cannon was next visited, and 
aeveral days were devoted to observing the operations of this excellent es-
tablishment. · 
The mouldin()' in sand has been successfully substituted for the old clay 
proce s, but not until after comparative experiments had established the 
fact of its being equally good, and much less expensive. 
The products of the Liege foundry are said to be equal in quality to the 
gllns made at any establishment in Europe. 
1'he foundry is nnder the direction of a most intelligent field officer, who 
furnished the board with much interesting information respecting the ope-
rations of the establishment. 
'rhc system or carriages in Belgium is similar to the French, with some 
few modifications. · 
8:\IALL·AR::.\f MANUFACTORY. 
The ml\nufnctory visited by the board is the property of individuals, who 
pur ue a plnn ..,imilar to that at the sword manufactory at Solingen; the 
parts bci11g made by 7Jiecc-work, and brought to the finishing shop of the 
proprietors to ht) ptlt together and fini~hed. 
The cost of muskets 0f the French or American model is about thirty 
fr nc, the result of lnw wages and cheap materials. 
From Liege the board proceeded to Brussels, visiting at that city tle 
e" d'Artillerie, and the Depot of Artillery: a small establishment· and 
a. lel\cr L·om the 1Viiniste~ of 'Vur: went to Antwerp and examj.1.ed the 
ur cnats there: and the several fortresses. 
ANTWERP. 
The arsenal of constrnction was in active operation, conscructing prin· 
cy>ally iege carriages and equipments. _ . . . 
Tn~ bnrbctte carriages made here are similar to ours, with a few JUdi-
ns 1mprov 'ments, which will be hereafter described. 
Th re were twenty forgers and about seventy wood-workers employed. 
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THE GRAND ARSENAL. 
'l'he grand arsenal is a new establishment, built since the destruction of 
the former one upon the same site, in the year 1832. 
It contains a large collection of arms, harness, equipments, &c., in good 
eondition. 
DOUAI. 
The two officers of the board proceeded to Douai, in France, where they 
remained several days witnessing the whole proceRs of moulding, (in clay,). 
casting, and finishing bronze cannon ; making notes; collecting specimens 
of metals, moulding materials, &c., and examining the arsenal, &c. 
The arsenal is one of the largest in France. The workshops are spa-
cious and well arranged; the stock of materials large and conveniently 
assorted; among which, there is timber for 3,000 carriages, harness cf>m· 
plete, or in part3, for 40,000 horses, &c. 
The carriages made at Douai are such as are described in the books, 
with some few modifications, which have been adopted after much service 
had determined their utility. 
It contains npwards of 2,000 new bronze field and siege cannon, anum-
ber which is dajly augmented by the active operations of the foundry. 
It is nearly destitute of machines; manual labor, performed by soldiers 
being cheaper than steam-power. 
'l'he moulding process at the foundry is similar to that followed at Wool-
wich, and the boring machines are of the ordinary kind described by many 
authors. 
The two members of the board who proceeded from Frankfort to Stras-
tiourg, visited the latter establishment, where permission had been sent, as 
at Douai, for their examination of such objects of professional interest as 
they might desire to inspect. 
STRASBOUf!G CANNON FOUKDRY. 
This is one of the oldest in France, and: being in fnll activity, afforded 
an opportunity of observing the entire process of fabrication, and for ob· 
aining detailed statements, drawings of machinery, furnaees, &c. 
The board likewise :visited the large arsenal of construction, the new 
buildings of which are large and very perfect. 
The exereise and firing of artillery came nnder their observation, as did 
~he practice of the pontoriiers, who threw u bridge over the H.bine. 
MT:TTZJG. 
The ·~1anufactory of small arms at Mntzig was likewise examined, with 
the detail~ of fabrication ; also tile method in use for changing the flint to 
he pe.rcussi<m lock, which they are doing extensively. 
This establishment is old, and its machinery rude ; but the work is nev-
ertheless exceedingly well executed. 
METZ. 
• The t:w? officers hext proceeded to Metz, where they spent several days 
'In ~xammmg the ~rsenal, and witnessing the exercises and firing of the 
.rtlllery, and expenments with the balistic pendulum. 
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Experiments were commenced here in 1834, the results of which have· 
induced the Government to cause balistic pendulums to be erected at the· 
principal royal powder-\vorks, and one was observed in progress of con~ 
struction to be sent to Toulouse. 
The experiments witnessed were for determining the Jaw of resistance of 
the air on projectiles at different velocities. 
It is intended to make experiments during the next season to determine 
the effect of the length of bore on the initial velocity of the projectile. 
From Metz, the two members proceeded to Paris, and, on the 13th of 
September, met the <>ther two members of the board, who reached Paris . 
the same evening from Douai. 
Permission having been accorded by the Minister of War for the board 
to visit several public establishments, two of its members proceeded to 
Chatellerault, and examined the manufactory of small arms, which is the. · 
most complete of its kind in France. 
The river Vienne furnishes an abundant water-power, and· the machine-
shops are convenient and well arranged. They spent several days in ex-
amining the works, the process of fabricating swords, sabres, steel scab~ 
bards, &c., and collect.ed much new and interesting information. 
This establishment is in charge of a chef de battalion d' artillerie :'·and, in 
addition to the inspectors and master-workmen, there are nine captains 
(en second) attached to it, principally for their instruction. 
The members next proceeded to Angouleme, near which is the foundry 
of Ruelle, the best arranged .and most complete in France for casting iron 
cannon. 
There is likewise at this place a small foundry for bronze guns for the 
marine service. 
The ·establishment is in charge of an officer of the marine artillery, and 
under the command of a chef de battalion. 
It consists of two blast furnaces, four pairs of reverberatory fnrnaces for 
melting iron, and one pair for bronze ; and two boring mills, each contain-
ing nine boring beds. 
The iron used for gnns is made herd, and cold blast alone is allowed. 
The moulds are of sand, in iron flasks, similar to those at Gospel Oak 
~dL~g~ · 
The board witnessed the entire operations, from the smelting of the ore 
· to the verification and reception of the cannon. 
The information furnished by the commandant, with the notes taken at 
the time relative to the construction of guns, the strength of iron, the 
proof and inspection of ordnance, &c., &c., will be referred to in a fnture 
report. 
From Ruelle these officers proceeded to Rochefort, and visited ... the dock-
yard and the large hospital. They then proceeded to Nantes, visited the 
~overnment manufactory of steam-engines at lndret, near that place; spend-
mg. two days in examining those works, which are at the present time very 
actiVely engaged in constructing engines for war steamers . . They return-
ed to Paris on the 17th of October . 
. The two members remaining at Paris visited the castle and arsenal of 
Ymcennes, examined the cannon and carriages there, the depot of 100,00(} 
s_mall arms, and the s!tops for repair-it not being an arsenal for construe-
twos. 
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'rhey likewise visited the royal powder manufactory at Bouchet, twenty· 
six miles from Paris-a very complete establishment that was commenced 
about eighteen years ago. It produces about 150,000 kilogrammes of pow-
der annually. 
'rhe mil1s are situated upon the small river Jnine, which, being diverted 
from its original channel into canals, drives about twenty wheels; each 
wheel serving for two small buildings, in which are the mills for rolling, 
pounding, graining, &c. The wood-distilling house contains twenty-two 
cylinders ; but the coal thus made is used for sporting, and not for war 
powrler: the latter being made in the pounding mills, and of pit-burnt 
charcoal, which is considered to pound better than distilled coal. 
The board collected notes and information from the intelligGnt field otfi. 
cer who controls this manufactory, and obtained specimens of all the dif-
ferent kinds of powder which the establishment produces. 
In Paris, the board made frequent visits to the JJfusee d' Artillerie, examin-
ing its interesting collection of arms, models, and curiosities; collected 
such books as they de~med useful for the department, and procured models 
of accoutrements; swotds, &c., &c., for sending home. 
They likewise ordered a few iron and bronze gnns from the royal fou n-
dry at Liege~ through the American charge d'affaires, who was at London. 
The board proceeded to London, revisited the establishment at Woolwich 
and the iron-roof manuff\Ctory of Robert Walker, and made payments to 
the proprietors of the several cannon foundries of Gospel Oak: in England, 
and Aker and Stafsjo; in Sweden, for canno'n furnished by them, and ship-
ped to the United States. 
Two of the members proceeded into Wales, and examined several of the 
most celebrated iron-works there, and procured specimens of 'Velch ores. 
On the 1st of November the board sailed from London, and arrived at 
New York on the 21st of the same month. 
Respectfully submitted. 
o the CoLONEL OF 0RPNANcE, 
Washington, D._ C. 
R. L. BAKER, 
Major of Ordnance. 
'VM. WADE, 
A. MORDECAI, 
Captain of Ordnance. 
B. HUGER, 
Captain of Ordnance. 
Copied from the original notes, and respectfully submitted to the honora· 
ble Secretary of \V ar. 
G. T ALCO,.f'I', 
Lieutenant Colunel of Ordnance. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, November 26, 1840. 
STATEMENTS 
ACCOMPANYING THE 
REPORT OF THE ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT 
DECEMBER, 1840. 
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A . 
. Statement of t1e account of each appropriation applicable to the service of 
' 
., 
bO -:g "' 
8~ 
·oc.... 
"' 0 - J,.; .... o ._.., 
~.~ .... 
Names of appropriations. 
., ....-c:..o o;; 
~s cr. ..c:: 
e~ 
.._,_ 
"'~ -oc.. ojol .,., 
..C CI1 ::sell c:i:i i:' . ...... 4) 
"'"' .,bill '-' "' '-'"' c: .. s::: " ... ~ ~'-
~E-t "' ll7l 
*Ordnance strvice • • • • • 
National armories • • - • • 
*Arsenals • • • • • • 
Arming and equipping the militia • • • 
Armament of fortifications - • • • 
Ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies - • 
Purchase of saltpetr(' and brimstone • - • 
Repairs and improvements at Springfield armory • 
Repairs and improvements at Harper's Ferry armory -
Repairs of arsenals damaged by storms and fire -
Purchase of gunpowder, &c. • • - • 
Purchase of powder and other materials, &c. - -
Purchase of light field artillery • - - -
*Accoutrements and arms for infantry, artillery, militia, 
&c. - • - • - - -
Constructing furnaces for heating shot - • -
Elevating machines - - - • • 
New machinery at Harper's Ferry armory - • 
River wall and tilt-hammer shor at Harper's Ferry -
Building storehouses at Harper s Ferry - • 
New machinery at Springfield armory - - -
Purchase of land, &c., at Mount Vernon arsenal -
Repairs, &c., at Charleston arsenal - - -
Blacksmith's ~hop, &c., at Watertown - • -
Purchase of sites and construction of ar~enals in Arkan- \ 
sas, Missouri, and Tennessee - - - - "2, 
Expense of preparing drawings of artillery, &c. -
Compensation to clerk~ in Ordnance office - -
Protection of northern frontier - - - -
$32,439 08 $4 ,139 65 
71,299 08 
60,027 98 31 ,3'78 73 
115,329 08 
58,678 52 16,594 12 
80,889 30 6,063.'! 35 
- -- -- -
3,203 33 --3,001 08 -
6,816 78 4, 172 45 
26,461 44 6,836 67 
1,285 54 
3,107 02 
11,67'2 77 225 75 
- 9,853 18 
2,825 02 
15,000 00 2,504 n 
I ,834 56 4,588 84 
84 26 10 ,006 03 
7,168 48 5,037 87 
Disallow ance 6 23} 
190 79 
2,800 00 -2,162 50 
- 208 16 Completing machinery in three workshops - • 
Contingent expenses of Ordnance office - - 200 00 2i 9 13 
500,353 78 108,016 71 
*The amount expended in the 3d quarter, and the balances due to and in the hands of 
.accounts of a few officers at distant posts not having been received. 
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1) 1!)3,242 54 10,798 57 I ,812,411 60 14,969 24 9,992 95 
agents on the 30th September, 1840, under these appropriations, are approximately stated; bhe 
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A-Continue.!l. 
AMOUNT OF D! 
Fourth quarter .of 1839. 
Names of appropriations. 
---------------------------------1--------------------
Ordnance service - - - - • 
National armories - - , - - -
Arsenals - - - - - - -
Arming and equipping the militia - - -
Armament of iortiftcations - - - - 1• 
Ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies- - -
Purchase of ialtpctre OU1d brimstone - - -
Repairs and improvements at Springfield armory -
Repairs and improvements at Harper's Ferry armory -
Repairs of artienals damaged by storms and fire -
Purchase of gunpowder, &c. - - - -
Purchase of powder and other materials, &c. - -
Purchase of light field artillery - - - -
Accoutrements and arms lor infantry, artillery, militia, 
&c. - - - - • - -
Constructing furnaces for heating shot - - -
Elevating machines - - - - -
New machinery at Harper's Ferry armory - -
Ri"Ver-wall and tilt-hammer shop at Harper's Ferry -
Building storehouses at Harper's Ferry - - • 
New machinery at Springfield armory - • -
Purchase of land, &c., at Mount Vernon arsenal -
Repairs, &c., at Charleston arsenal - • -
Blacltsmith's shop, &c., at Watertown - - -
Purcha~e of sites and construction of arsenals in Arkan-
sas, Missouri, and Tennessee - - • -
Expense of preparin~ drawings of artillery, &c. -
eompeosation to clerlrs in Ordnance office • -
Protection of northern frontier - - - -
·Completing machinery in three workshops - -
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198,774 97 136,386 21 
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A-Continued. 
..., -. 




First quarter of 1840. Second quarter of 1840. Third quarter of 1840. ~00 0 s=-.......a 
::>0_ 
O.c: O 
bll !>.0 bll bll Ill: bll §g~ ·= .s c: ·= ·= ·= '.f' §~ ·g~ ·g ~ ,, -z:rn ~Q)-:: L., ,_,; .... . "'- ~~ "''" ~.c: .OQ ow .oc: 0"' .oc: 0 v ~;;-g~ 
-~ "' <.>t.J -~ ~0 <.><.> .:!3 QJ o<.> ""::' <.>!6 t.J!E! roo ~o <.>!6 ~!l.ldOO '"o ""'" "'o '"o b.O Q) _ ,...., be i3: 0'> -;., >. >. ;>, >. ;>, ~~M,_, 
Ill p:) p:) p:) p:) p:) wro v .o-.D 
----- ---------- -----
$14,207 24 - 818,497 14 1 - ·2-2,452 60 - $73,529 64 26,968 (;7 - 4(),196 (j9 - 123,739 00 - 249,760 58 14,946 25 20,832 50 22,128 !l2 103,868 82 
2,877 74 $34,783 30 1,325 53 $32,602 34 2,531 33 S32,3Hl 95 186,519 75 
6,401 02 13,125 59 12,394 22 7,319 97 6,3i>7 18 86,765 20 
11,530 83 6,170 00 15,780 33 10,403 24 11,841 76 10,435 92 ~8,27 1 43 
- - - - - 10,673 33 10,673 33 
- - - I - 3,737 14 - 3,737 14 - - - - - 3,203 33 1 25 - - I - 261 94 - 263 19 - - - - - - 10,989 23 
12,729 05 - 2,789 11 - S-16 78 - 32,664 73 
- - - - - - 11,898 52 
- - - - - - 10,089 78 
.5,166 43 - 3,567 39 - 755 05 - 13,593 75 821 80 - - - - - 6,423 40 
314 41 - 2,386 42~ - 2,097 51 - 7,991 68i 
12 87 - 2 39 - - - 91 76 682 75 - - - 1,053 31 2,16250 - 2,162 50 - 2,162 50 - i,650 00 30 99 - 150 35 - 37 78! - 553 3H 
180 24 - 115 61 - 375 80 - 962 45 
---- ------------------
99,034 04 54,078 89 120,200 18~ 43,005 58 200,288 08! 59,786 38 911,554 34t 
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A-Continued. 
~ ;§ 6.. ., . ,cO. 
~- ,:::<> 
_., 
"'"' ~rn 00. .::- 8..= ~3 ~-B · '-0 ~g ' -o OM >."' .oi;;l "' ., '""'-= .,_g '""''- ~~~~~ :::-Names of appropriations. ~.c: ..<:o ~so "'" "''1:10 '1:1., -=~CiS c: .... .. s ~ ~:-'1:1<1:> .s ~ ::~ --:::: "'"'"'"' ~~1l ,:::., '-'><..0 "'"' ~~5 a...,s ' 0<::~ -2E-<.!l s ·~ Cd :::::L...,. 
< co IX: -----------
Ordnance service - - - - . $1,974 88 - $74,177 26 National armories . . . . . - 193,686 56 Arsenals - - . . . . - $3,734 98 138,715 15 ' -
' Arming and equipping the militia . . - 51 29 5,072 68 123,057 215 
Armament of fortifications - . - - - 7,133 14 131,388 22 
Ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies - - - - 100,396 91 Purchase of saltpetre and brimstone - - - - - 29,326 67 Repairs and improvements at Springfield armory - - - 10 ,500 00 Repairs and improvements at Harper's Ferry armory - 50,000 00 Repairs of arse:r.als damaged by storms and fire - - 2,127 86 13,900 00 Purchase of gunpowder, &c. - . -
Purchase of powder and other materials, &c. - - - 2,737 89 Purchase of light field artillery - - -
Accoutrements and arm~ for infantry, artillery, mili-
tia, &c. - , - • - . - 123 06t _42-2 54 Com,tructing furnaces for heating shot - . - -Elevating machines - - - - . - - 1,285 54 New machinery at Harper's Ferry armory - -
River-wall and tilt-hamrper shop at Harper's Ferry -
Building storehouses at Harper's Ferry - - - -New machinery at Springfield armory - - - 3,910 97 -Pttrchase of land, &c., at Mount Vernon arsenal . 
Repairs, &c., at Charleston arsenal -. - - - -Blacksmith's shop, &c., at Watertown - - - 2,943 73 -Purchase of sites and construction of arsenals in 
Arkansas, Missouri, antl Tennessee - . - 105 26 Expense of preparing drawings of artillery, &c. - - 1,677 19 3,000 00 Compensation to clerks in Ordnance office . - - 2,162 50 
Protection of northern frontier - . . - 182 38t -Completing machinery in three workshops . . - II Contingent expenses of Ordnance office . - - 116 68 20000 
----- ---,---
2,026 17 27,127 94 874 ,956 50 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, November 30, 1840. 
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138, 521 36 
!)5,780 22 
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Due disbursing agent~, $11,552 09. 
Due disbnr:;ing agents, $12 46. 
The discrepancy of $2,500 arise~ from a remittance of this 
amount being made in the fiscal year of 1839, but not ac-
knowledged until the lst quarter of 1840. 
The discrepancy of $13 92 arises from the ditfereuce 'be-
tween $90 79 and $76 87, being a disallowance, and].mn 
allowance made at the Treasury. · 
Due disbursing agents, $4,616 69. The discrepancy of $2,900 
arises from the difference between a remittance of $3,000 
not being acknowledged by a disbursing oflicer previous to 
the 30th September, and a disallowance of $100 at the 
Treasury in the accounts of a disbursing oflicer. 
The di:;crepancy of $87 7n, arises from an officer's having 
expended this amount more than is stated in his accounts 
under this appropriation. 
This appropriation not being disbursed exclusively by the 
Ordnance Department, the ~urn $527 54 is the amount ac-
tually drawn from the Treasury for the use of the Ordnance 
Department. 
. G. 'I' ALCOTT, 
Lieut. Col. of Ordnance. 
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B. 
Statement of work done, and articles fabricated, procured, and t•epaired, 
in the Ordnance Department, during the year ending the 30Jh Septem-
ber, 1840. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
No. Class I. No. Class 3. 
7 G-pounder brass cannon. lOG Sponges and rammers, assorted. 
G 12-pounder brass howitzers. 4 Rammers and staves, assorted. 
2 4-pounder brass carronades. 232 Sponges and staves, assorted. 
l 2<1-poundcr brass coehorn. 5 Ladles and worms, ao;;sorted. 
l 16·inch brass stone mortar. 11 Ladles and staves, assorted. 
:21 42-pounder iron cannon. 54 Worms and staves, assorted. 
1G 32-ponnder iron cannon. 4-1 Lead aprons, as orted. 
11 24-pouuder iron cannon. 49 Tarpa111ins, assorted. 
2 18-pounder iron cannon. 39 Prolouges. 
2 12-poundcr iron cannon. 609 Tompions and collars. 
4 12-~ouuder iron cannon, mallea- I 83 Prilll'inoo wires. 
b c. 197 Gunner'i's haversacks. 
4 6-pOlmder iron cannon, mallea- 52 Gunner's gimlets. 
blc. 15 Gunner's quadrant~. 
5 1 24-pounder iron howitzers, mal- I 1030 Sponges. 
leable. 284 Sponge covers. 
5 12-ponnder iron howitzer~, mal- 67 Sponge buckets. 
Jeable. 103 Tar buckets. 
58 8-inch iron howitzers, seacoast. 26 W atcr bucket~. 
1 10-inch iron mortar, heavy. 75 Linsj,ocks. 
1 10-inch iron mortar, light. 77 Portfire stocks. 
1 S-indt iron mortar, light. 27 Portfire cases. 
137 Portfire clihpers. 
Class Z. 240 Tnbz pone ws. 
521 Cannon locks, percussion. 
6 12-pounder casemate carriages 37 Sets artillery harness for 4 horses. 
with chasscs, complete. 30 Sets artillery harness for 2 horses. 
9 24-pounder casemate carriages 6"' Thumb>talls, ., 
with ehasscs, complete. JO Sets 5hot gauges. 
2'1-pounder siege carriage, com- 12 Fuse saws, 
pletc. 8 Fuse augers. 
51 3:>.-p'der b:ubette carriages with 8 Fuse setters. 
t:hasses, complete. JO Fuse extractors. 
28 213-p'dcr barbctte carriages \Vith 
chasses, complete, Class 4. 
12 H-inch b:u bette howitzer car-
riagcs, seacoast. 100 42-pounder cannon balls. 
10 3~-poundcr iron casemate car- 4,139 32-pounder cannon balls. 
rt;~ges, co1nplcte. 2,000 12-poundcr cannon b:tlls. 
:.'! 2-1-ponndcr iron casemate car- 2000 6-pounder cannon balls. 
riages, complete. '200 4-ponnder cannon balls. 
2 3Z.ponnder barbette upper car- 1,628 Pounds grape and canister shot1 
rid('CS. I oose, asso rr ed. 
:11-ponnder b:u bett" upper car- 1,050 10-inch shells, 
dagc. 1 8-inch shell. 
21·pounder casrmatc upper car- !) ,12-pounckr grape shot. 
riagc, howitzer. 5,:385 :!2-poun<kr grape shot. 
1 I' inch bubette nppcr carriage, 8,0i3 2!-pounder grape shot. 
howitzer, 8 IR-ponnder grape shot. 
29 t>-po1mder field carnage>, stock 5!l 12-pounctcr grape shoe 
trail. 16,301 li-poundcr grape shot. 
8 G. pounder block-house carriages. 1 -1\?-pounder ~anister shot. 
21 Caissons, assorted. 9 :32-pounder canister shot. 
4 Travelling forges. 9 24-polmder canister shot. 
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B-Continued. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
No. Class 4-Continued. No. Class 8-Continued. 
9 18-ponnder canister shot. 2,982 Flannel cartridges, assorted. 
215 12-poLmder canister shot. 13,797 Cartridge bags, assorted. 
1~ 6-pounder canister shot. 200,470 Musket buck and ball cartridgeiib• 
6 24-pounder howitzer shot. assorted. 
506 12-pounder howitzer shot. 505,790 Carbine ball cartridges, assorted. 
A 24-pounder spherical case shot. 140,596 Rifle and pistol ball cartridges, as-
24 12-pounder spherical case shot. sorted. 
40 6-pounder spherical case shot. 183,799 Musket blank cartridges, assort-
ed. 
Class 5. 20,000 Carbine blank cartridges, assort-
ed. 
6 24-pounder grape shot, fixed. 1,500 Pistol blank cartridges, assorted. 
(j 12-pounder grape shot, fixed. 3,766 Pounds musket bullets. 
2 6-pounder grape shot, fixed. 16,090 Pounds rifle and pistol bullets. 
9 8-inch howitzer shot, fixed. 6,350 Pounds carbine bullets. 
250 12-pounder canister shot, fixed. 5,772 Pounds buckshot. 
619 6-pounder canister shot, fixed. 1,548 Rockets. 
71 12-pounder strapped shot, fixed. 50 Rocket cases. 
3,42(;; 6-pounder strafped shot, fixed. 61 Fire balls. 
15 24-pounder shel s, strapped. 16,500 Percussion primers, canno:n. 
38 12-pounder shells, strapped. 326,500 Percussion caps, small arms. 
42,142 Priming tubes. 
Class 6. 210 Priming boxes. 
1,520 Portfires. 
17,130 Muskets, national armory, com- 854 Fuses. 
plete. I8 Pounds quickmatch. 
1,023 Hall's rifles. 114,938 Pounds nHre. 
1,106 Carbines. 200 Pounds sulphur. 
I Officer's sword. 783 Pounds labaratory paper. 




333 Wheels, assorted. 
3,434 Sets infantry accoutrements, com- 1 Set cart harness. 
plete. 5 Bridles. 
3,500 Cartridge boxes, assorted. 5 Collars. 
:J,SSJ Cartridge b:>x bells. 997 Canisters, (for shot.) 
3,2li6 Bayonet sc&bbards. 6,909 Canister and shot blocks. 
2,403 Waist belts. 336 Tompion blocks. 
12,383 Brushes and picks, assorted. 
22,242 Screw drivers, assorted. Class IO. 
28,038 Wipers, assorted. 
~.49-1 Spring vices, a•sorted. 1- Gin. 
t;{)J Bullet moulds. 2 Set:; ~in blocks. 
t,;.;s Rifle ponch belts. I Gin Jail. 
ti-.!1 Pair hohters. 2o ·wrought-iron hand,pikes. 
l,D:~~ Housings. II4 Traillnndspikes. 
1118 Ca1 bine sling<. 1 Wagon. 
ti'2l Carbine buckets. G Carts. 
4li Carbine 'wive],_ :3 Sling carts. 
ti0'2 \ Artillery sword belts, as,orted. 2 Hanel carts. 
Dtr, 1:\;,bre belts, a:;sortcd. l Sleigh. 
!:2,hlB Belt phtes, a>><.>rted. -1 Plo·1ghs. 
2 ,~00 I'lint caps. 1 Wheelb:trrow. 
I 1-'ire-cn!"ine. 
Class e. 275 Feet ho'Se. 
4 Paint mills. 
J ,278 l'ounds cannon powder. 2 Mortising machines. 
3, 1!'>2 Poum\s musket powder. 2I Buff wheels. 
200 Pounds meakd rowder. 5 Turning lathe'. 
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B-Continucd. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
No. Class 10-Continued. No. Iromnongery-Continued. 
2 Sets scales and weights. 20-2 Boll<. 
3 Boats. 29 Knobs. 
4 Horses. 32 Latche~ 
10 Oxen. 5 Grates. 
665 Arm-chests. 6 Ketllc~. 
1 Pump. 8 Nave boxes. 
27,917 Component parts small arms. 57 Brass cocks" 
1J9 Pounds chalk. 
PART SECOKD. 1" 190 Pounds emery. 
461 Pou11.ds glue. 
Ciot'·s, <f·. 1_"39! Pounds zinc. ,. 54 Trace chains. 
:2,652 Yards flannel. 79 Yards jack-chain. 
568 Yards linen duck. 302 Q.uires sand-paper. 
1,677 Yards cotton duck. ,)_ Stoves and pipe~. ~~ 
1,653 Yards linen and cotton cloth. 
6,392 Pounds junk. Laboratory storei. 2,893 Pounds white rope. 
I ,244 Pounds tarred rupe. 12 Pounds muriatic acid. 150 Pounds tow. , 376 Pounds nitric acid. 
W2 Pounds twin••. 1,2'29 Pounds sulphuric acid. 
128 Pounds thread. <,') Pounds alum. a .. 
94 Pounds woollen yam. 80 Pounds antimony. 
1:37 Pieces sash cord. 8 Pound arsenic. 
18 Yards webbing. 140 Gallons alcohol. 
Jl9 Pounds bot and pearl ash. 
Fora;e. 773 Pounds eeswax. 
153 Pounds borax. 
!1,085 Bc1shels corn, oats, &c. 66 Pounds candles. 
416,992 Pounds hay, ~traw, fodder, &c. 95 Pounds copperas. 
213 Pounds flour. 
I1·onmongery. 14 Pounds gum arabic. 
291 Pounds gum asphaltum. 
258,611 Pounds iron. 50 Pounds gum camr;hor. 180,421 Pounds iron ca~tings. 10 Pounds gum she! ac. 
21 J 172 Pounds steel. 491 Pounds rosin. 
115 Sheets tin. 16 Pounds sal-ammoniac. 37 Boxe~ tin. 326 Pounds soaL. 3,974 Pounds block tin. 1,146 Pounds spe ter. 
~1 ,693 Pounds lead. 14 Pounds spirits of nitre. 3,208 Pounds brass casting>. G Pounds quicksilver. 11,119 Potmds copper castings. 8 Pounds tincture of steel. 65 Pounds composition castings. 2,061 Pounds tallow. 
1,017 Pound~ lend water-pipe. 9!) Pound-~ tobacco. 
14 Feet tin wa:er-pipe. 1'28 Pounds oil of vitriol. 46 Feet tin gutter. 19 Pounds blue vitriol. 
300 Pounds brass wire. 3,7:25 Pounds woollen rags. l 025 Pounds iron wire. 1
206 Pounds copper naiL•. Lumber, building materials, <f•c. 
28,000 Copper tacks. 
57,500 Brads. 13 Sets gun-carriage timber. 17 Pounds brads. 590,62!) Feet timber, board measure, as-21,9!)3 Pounds cut nail<. sorted. 528 Pound· 1.-ron;:;ht nails. I 375,200 Feet boards and plank. 1,365 Pounds spike,. 98,72-2 Feet joist and scantling. 213,000 Iron tack .. 271 Feet mahogany. 
80,000 Iron sprigs. 76 Lon-s. 3!J8 Gross screw~" 61,400 Lal11s. 46 Gross buckle,>. Gi,!J50 Shingles. 801 Pairs hinge> 2,34'3 Fence posts. ZiG Locks. 5M Fence rails. 
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B-Continued. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
No. Uu,mlier, lmildin!J rnaterials, cfoc.-/1 No. 
Contmued. 
71 
1,950 Hook poles. 37 
29,577 Mus et stocks. 2,095 
250 Pistol stocks. 388 
120 Gun-carriage spokes. I 7 878,01>1 Bricks. · I 7,046 8,388 Fire bricks. 5!)9 
801 Perches building stone. 904. 
4,303 Feet stone, cut and hewn. 13 
299 Squares slate. 7 
264 Slates. 84 
4,755 Bushels lime. 106 
2,299 Bushels cement. 3 
2,506 Bushels sand. 
I 
18 
85 Bushels hair. 
Leather. I . 
i 8,().!0 7,436 Pounds leather of all kinds . I 
1,201 Sides leather. : 6 
1,353 Sides leather, buff. 1 
434 Pounds leather, buff. I 
317 Bear skins. 
93 Calf skins. I 
10 Deer skins. I 27,46G 26 Sheep skins. 65,800 
40 Morocco skins. I 872,708 








12,376 Pounds paints in oil, assorted. 60 
2, 742 Pounds paints, dry, assorted. I 2 254 Pounds litharge. 1,054 
214 Pounds putty. 723 
2,595 Pounds whiting. 20 
87 Gallons varnish. i 12 51 Gallons lacker. 33 
211 Gallons tar. I 50 60 Gallons pit-coal tar. I 20 4,835 Gallons oils, assorted. 
I 758 Gallons sairits of turpentine. 3,677 Feet win ow-glass. 
424 Lights, glass. I 
4 Books gold leaf. I 
REPAIRED. 
No. 
17, 194 Muskets. 
519 Ritles. 
3-12 Ri!les, (Hall's.) 
.361 Carbines. ~ 
52 Pistols. 
4 Double-barrel guns. 
105 Bayonets. 
840 Muskets cleaned and oiled. 














Quires blank accounts. 
Quires writing paper. 
Quires envelope paper. 
















Bushels pit coal. 
Bushels charcoal. 














Pistols cleaned and oiled. 
Sabres cleaned and oiled. 
Swords cleaned and oiled. 
Cartridge boxes. 








Doc. No. 52. 
B- Continued. 
No. 
25 Pairs holsters. 
34 Casemate carriages. 
27 Casemate chasses. 
REPAIRED. 
No. 
7 Gunners' haversacks. 
34 Flannel cartridges. 
200 Cartridge bags. 
12'2 Packing-boxes. 20 6-pounder field carriages. 
1 Travelling forge and bellows. 
l Ammunilion wagon. 
2 , 107 Files, recut. 
ORDNANCE 0.fFICE, 
Washington, November 30, 1840. 
c. 
G. TALCOTT, 
Lieut. Col. Ordnance. 
Statement rif the arms and accoutrements procured, and the erpenditures 
made, under the act for arming and equipping the militia,jrom theIst 
October, 1839, to the 30th September, 1840. 
30 6-pounder brass guns. 
14 6-pounder carriages. 
3,430 muskets, complete. 
1,500 carbines, complete. 
7,200 pistols, complete. 
500 sabres. 
4 dragoon officers' sabres. 
1,000 artillery swords. 
12 cadet swords. 
~,000 sets of infantry accoutrements. 
161 sabre belts. 
4 dragoon officers' sabre belts. 
' 869 sword belts. 
230 carbine swivels. 
E X P ENDITURES, VI Z; 
Amount paid for am1s -
.Amount paid for inspection, packing-boxes, storage, 





Washi1lglon, November 30, 1840. 
G. TALCOTT, 
Lieut. O>Wnel of Ordnance. 
• - ·- - - -. _-;..- p • - • • -- -· • : .. - • 
Doc. No. 2. 83 
D . 
.AppMtionment of arms to the militia for the year 1839, under the act of 
1808,jor arming and equipping the whole body of the militia. 
--










































































































'Number of No. of arms 
Date of return. militia. apportioned, in 
muskets. 
December 31, 1839 45,633 465 
August 8, 1839 28,762 293 
January 1, 1840 47,621 485 
March 20, 1824 25,581 261 
December 31, 1832 5,488 56 
December 24, 1.839 40,072 408 
December 31, 1839 179,276 1,827 
December 2, 1829 39,171 399 
February 26, 1834 202,281 •2,061 
---- -, 1827 9,229 94 
January 15, 1839 46,864 477 
November 2, 1839 105,193 1,072 
January 21, 1838 65,218 664 
January 25, 1833 51,112 521 
-, 1838 48,569 495 
January 27,1839 29,329 299 
January 1, 1830 14,808 151 
June 6,1838 36,0R4 368 
December 31, 1830 72,991 744 
December 9, 1839 78,385 798 
February 29, 1836 173,214 1,765 
January 4, 1833 53,913 549 
January 1, 1831 27,386 279 
January 21, 1840 34,856 355 
December 16, 1825 2,028 21 
November 28, 1831 5,476 56 
November 8, 1831 2,413 25 




Washington, Nwembtr 30, 1840. 
G. TALCOTT, 
Lieutenant Colonel of Or1nance. 
84 Doc. No. 2. 
E. 
Statement of tlte ordnance and ordnance stores distributed to the militia, 
under the act of April, 1808,jrom 1st October, 1839, to 30th September, 
1840. 
2 12-pounder brass guns. 
16 9-pounder brass guns. 
42 6-pounder brass guns. 
16 24-pounder brass howitzers. 
2 12-pounder brass howitzers. 
4 6-pounder iron guns. 
2 12-pounder gun carriages, with implements and equipments 
complete. 
4 9-pounder gun carriages, with implements and equipments 
, complete. 
49 6-pounder gun carriages, with implements and equipments com~ 
plete. . 
2 12-pounder howitzer carriages, with implements and equipments 
complete. 
200 extra 9-pounder sponges and rammers. 
200 extra 6-pounder sponges and rammers. 
200 extra 12-pounder sponges and rammers. 
20 sets of artillery equipments for 6-pounders. 
24 sets of harness for four horses. 
10 sets of harness for two horses. 
13,500 muskets, complete. 
1,060 Hall's rifles. 




4 dragoon officers' sabres. 
733 artillery swords. 
12 cadet swords. 
9,099 sets of infantry accoutrements. 
2,240 sets of rifle accoutrements. 
350 sets of carbine accoutrements. 
1,618 sets of cavalry accoutremehts. 
400 bayonet scabbards. 
400 bayonet belts. 
1,606 sabre belts. 
4 dragoon officers' .sabre belts. 
733 artillery sword belts. 
300 holsters. 
The whole being equivalent, in value, to thuty-fourthousandone hun-
dred and eleven and four-thirteenths muskets. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, November 30, 1840. 
G. TALCOTT, 
Lieut. Colonel of OrdMnce. 
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F. 
Statement of ordnance and ordnance stores issued to the troops in the 
service of the United S tates during tlte year ending 30th September, 
184.0. 
Class I. Class 4. 
No. No. 
20 :J2.pounder iron cannon. 1,000 32-pounder cannon balls. 
26 21-pounder iron cannon. 550 24-pounder cannon balls. 
2 12-pounder iron cannon. 150 12-pounder cannon balls. 
4 6-pounder iron cannon. 460 6-pounder cannon balls. 
8 12-pounder brass howitzers. 50 10-inch shells. 
20 24-pounder shells. 
Class 2. 50 12-pounder grape shot. 
20 6-potmder grape shot. 
20 32-pounder casemate carriages, 
50 12-pounder canister shot. 
260 6-pounder canister shot. 
30 
with chasses, c.omplete. 4 12-pounder howitzer shot. 
24-~ounder bar bette carriages, with 
2 
c asses, complete. 
Clas$ 5. 12-pounder field carriages. 
6 6-pounder field carriages. 
6 12-pounder howitzer carriages. 275 f,..pounder strapped shot, fixed. 
6 Caissons, assorted. 39!) 6-pounder canister shot, fixed. 
1 Ammunition wagon. 92 6-pounder grahe shot, fixed. 
3 Travelling forges, with tools, &c., 250 12-pounder she Is, strapped. 
complete. 
Class 6. 
Class 3. 3,148 Muskets complete. 
430 Rifles, cpmmon. 
34 Sponges and rammers. 100 Hall's rifles. 
20 Sponges and staves. 1R7 Long barrel rifles. 
20 Rammers and staves. 903 Carbines. 
7 Ladles all.d staves. 11 Double-barrel guns. 
13 Worms and staves. 70 Pistols. 
5 Ladles and worms. 86 Sabres. 
61 Sponges. 31J Artillery swords. 
36 Sponge covers. 16 Musici<ins' swords. 
:J6 ~onge buckets. 
15 arbuckets. Class 7. 
40 Budge barrels. 
21 Bri,:oles. 1,619 Sets infantry accoutrements. 
9 Prolonges. 31 Sets rifle accoutrements. 
1 Gunner's belt. ·125 Cartridge-boxes, infantry. 
6 Gunners' ~mlets. 383 Cartridge-box be\l.s, infantry. 
25 Gunners' aversacks. 1,105 Bayonet scabbards, infantry. 
6 Gunners' quadrants. 250 Bayonet belts, infantry. 
(j Lead aprons. 298 Waist belts, infantry. 
~1 Linstocks. 491 Brushes and picks, assorted. 
34 Portfire stocks. 4,424 Screwdrivers, assorted. 
3,1 Portftre cases. 4,65'2 '<Vipers, assorted. 
34 Portfire clippers. 328 Ball screws, assorted. 
37 Priming horns. 3G7 Spring vices, assorted. 
107 Priming wires. 32 Bullet moulds, assorted. 
113 Thumbstalls. 458 Rifle pouches and belts. 
\!.1 Tarpaulins. 452 Rille flasks. 
\!.I Tampions and collars. 724 Dragoon cartr idge boxes. 
31 Tube pouches and boxes. 2-26 Pairs holsters. 
12 Fuse saws. 280 Housin~s. 
6 Fuse augers. 481 Carbine buckets. 
6 Puse extractors. 486 Carbine swivels. 
12 Fuse mallets. 319 Carbine slings. 
15 'Fuse rasps. 65-1 Sabre be\.ts. 
12 F'use setters. 313 Artillery sword belts. 
Sets ar tillery harness for 4 horses. 15 Musicians' sword belts. 
• 
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F:_Continued. 
Clas5 7-Continued. Cla5S 9-Continued. 
No. No. 
6,129 Belt-plates, assorted. 6 Ramrods. 
897 Cartridge-box plates. 5 Nipples. 
72,610 Flints, assorted. 88 Pieces component parts of musket3. 
387 Percussion priming boxes. 1 Gin. 
Class 8. 1 Gin fall. 
2 Gin blocks. 
5,175 Pounds rannon powder. 
Class 10. 2,019 Pounds musket powder. 
2,030 Pounds rifle powder. 
1 Slin~ cart. 200 Pounds mealed powder. 
4,()()3 Cannon cartridges, assorted. 1 Turning lathe. 
223,087 Musket ball cartridges. 5 Emery wheels. 
175,390 Musket ball and buckshot cart- 37 Arm chests. 
ridges. 187 Packing boxes. 
175,770 Musket blank cartridges. 60 Ammunition kegs. 
25,600 Rifle ball cartridges. 20 Barrels. 
414,040 Carbine ball and buckshot cart-
ridges. PART SECOND. 
11,410 Pistol ball cartridges. 
450 60 Fuses. Yards flannel. 
1,000 Percussion primers, cannon. 50 Pounds whtte rope. 
535,550 Percussion primers, small arms. 22 Pounds twine. 
6,391 P1 iming tubes. 1 Pound thread. 
632 Port fires. 1,500 Pounds junk. 
94 Rocket~. 5 Pounds woollen yarn. 
320 Pounds slowmatch. 12 Pounds harness leather 
5 Pounds musket bullets. 10 Pounds glue. 
2,742 Pounds rifle bullets. 60 Pounds antimony. 
794 Pounds buckshot. 16 Pounds camphor. 
1,014 Pounds lead. 50 Pounds rosin. 
400 Pounds nitre. 15 Gallons alcohol. 
200 Pounds sulphur. 45 Pounds paints, assorted. 
f>8fl Pounds laboratory paper. 3 Pounds white lead. 
2,!J68 Cartridge bags, flannel, assorted. 4 Pounds lampblack. 
3 Gallons Jacker. 
C/.ass 9. 3 Gallons linseed oil. 
13 Gallons spirits of turpentine. 
100 Canister plates, wrouglot iron. 151 Pieces tools, blacksmiths', arti-
23 Bayonets. fleers', &c. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, November 30, 1840. 
G. TALCOTT, 
Lieut. Col011el of UrJJnatJcq. 
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No.3. 
REPORT OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL. 
QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washin«ton City, November 28, 1840. 
SrR: I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of the depart-
ment confided to my administration, for the year ending on the 30th of 
September last. 
The duties of the officers under my ordr.rs have been arduous and labori-
ous: the operations agaiust the Indians in F'lorida and on the Upper Mis-
sissippi, as well as the movements made and measures adopted to preserve 
our neutral relations, and to obtain detailed in formation iu regard to the 
frontier, have given them constant and active employment. The improved 
organization of the department has added to its efficiency for all useful pur-
poses, and has already had a most favorable influence upon the economy-
of the service. Much of the embarrassment, as well as of the expense at-
tending our early operations against the southern Indians, arose from the 
n~cessity of employing irresponsible and inexperienced agents to perform 
duties which officers of experience only are capable of performing properly. 
Of the works under the direction of the department, but little has been 
done: in consequence of the restriction upon the appropriations. 'L'he opera-
tions have been limited, with a few exceptions, to paying outstanding 
claims, and securing the buildings and other property from injury. 
Thr work at Fort Jesnp, for which ten thousand dollars was appropri-
ated, has not been commenced. Operations are postponed to the next sea-
son. 'l'he approprtation is deemed sufficient. 
At Fort Smith, where operations were commenced in 1838 upon a large 
scale, Major Thomas, the superintendent of the work, reports that the walls 
of solid masonry It ad been raised a bon t seven feet, three of the block-houses 
commenced, and the basement walls of barracks and quarters for four com· 
panies completed. An excellent steam saw-mill had been erected, and a 
large qnantity of materials provided, when it became necessary to discharge 
the workmen and suspend the work. It should be recommenced as early 
as possible; and, to get the lnmuer required, the consent of the Choctaw 
Indians should be obtained to nse the timuer within their reserve. Bv im-
proving the navigation of the Poteau, (which General Arbuckle reports can 
be readily effected in a short time, by a single company of men:) timber of 
an excellent quality, and sufficient not o11ly Jor Fort Smith, but also for Fort 
Gibson, might be bad. A further appropriation of fifty thousand dollars will 
be required to carry on the work next year. 
The site selected for Fott Wayne proved so unhealthy, that it became 
necessary to ltbaudon it and select another. It is proposed to commence 
operations at the new site early next season. An additional appropriation 
of fifty thousand dollars is required for the work, and to pay for the im· 
provements of several Cherokee Indians, which I understand were taken 
posses~iou of by the military at both sites. · 
At Fort Leavenworth but little had been done when operations were sus-
pended. A further appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars is required 
$8 Doc. No. 2. 
to complete the work. With that additional sum, the barracks, quarters, 
and defences may readily be finished in the course of next year. 
The section of the western military road from Fort Leavenworth to Spring 
river has been completed. A further appropriation of thirty thousand dol-
lars is required for the next season, which, it is believed, should the labor of 
the troops be availed of, will be sufficient to complete the remaining sec-
tions south, and to pay all outstanding claims on account of Jaber already 
performed. 
The removal of the Winncbago~s to the west of the Mississippi rendered 
the establishment of a post necessary at Turkey river, fifty miles from 
Prairie du Chien. Barracks and other buildings for the accommodation of 
a company have been erected under the orders of General Atkinson ; and 
it is proposed to provide, dnring the next season, for the accommodation of 
another company. The pressnre of the white population, however, will 
compel the Winnebagoes, in a few years, to seek a home farther west or 
north. I propose, therefore, that as little expense as possible, having due 
regard to the comfort, health, and security of the garrison, be incurred. 
At Fort Crawford stables have been erected, and other accommodations 
prepared, for a ~quadran of dragoons; and a storehouse has been erected 
on the west bank of the Mississippi, opposite Fort Crawford, for the storage 
of supplies destined for the post at Turkey river. 
'l'he temporary barracks at Buffalo have been completed as far as is at 
present contemplated. Should the Government intend to retain troops 
permanently there, a site should be purchased, and barrocks and defences 
erected. The temporary barracks are on rented land, which we can hold 
and use for the next five years at a small rent. 
Nothing bus been done on the barracks at Plattsburg during the present 
year, except to secure the work already finished from the effects of t.he 
weather. No report has been received as to the progress made on the hos-
pital. · 
The hospital at Sackett's Harbor has been completed. Nothing has been 
done on the harracks; and I wonld not recommend that any thing more 
be done there at present, except to close the accounts; which will require 
an additional appropriation of about a thousand dollars. 
The hospital at Governor's island has been completed, and turned over 
to the medical department. 
I consider it my duty again to recommend that an appropriation be asked 
for, and prompt and efficient measures be adopted, to construct new bar-
racl\s and defences at or near Fort Gibson. The large Indian force in that 
vicinity renders that the most important point on the western frontier. A 
comparatively small sum expended now, by preventing Indian hostilities, 
may save millions in a very few years. Posts should also be established at 
Spring river and Marais de Cygne; and the navigation of the Neosho, a 
tributary of the Arkansas, and of the Osage, a tributary of the Missouri, 
should be improved so as to facilitate the communication with the frontier. 
One or more posts should be established on the Missouri, in advance 
of Fort Leavenworth, and one on the St. Peter's; also, one at or near 
Sandy lake; and another at Fond du Lac, the southwestern extremity of 
Lake Superior. 
If it be intended to retain a military force at or near Detroit, in the State 
of l\1ichigan, a site should be obtained, and barracks and defences construct-
~d. Barracks should also be cons.tructed at Bangor, in fhe State of Maine i 
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or, perhaps, the junction of the Mattawamkeag with the Penobscot would be 
n better position. . . 
As far as the means at my disposal have permitted, the most efficient 
measure~ possible hnve been taken in relation to Florida. All the supplies 
and facilities required for the most active operations have been p~omptly 
furnished. One of the public steamboats has been thoroughly repaued, or 
rather rebuilt ; two have been obtained from the Topographical Depart-
ment and sent to Florida ; another is being built, and will be ready for ser-
vice in a few weeks; and three sail-vessels have been purchased and put 
into that service on the Gulf and the Atlantic sides of the peninsula. 'These 
vessels, owned by the public, though not sufficient to effect all the trans-
portation for an army covering so extensive a territory as that of Florida, 
will hnve the effect to secure the Treasury from the extortion which 
marked the earlier progress of the war. 
'l'he principal depot on the eastern side o{ Florida has been changed, by 
order of General Armistead, from Garey's ferry, on Black creek, to Pilatka, 
on the St. John's. This change will shorten considerably the land trans-
portation to Port King and other interior posts. 
Should the war coutinue, the depot at Savannah will be changed to St. 
:Mary's or Pernandina. Prom the latter place there is an inland communi-
cation with the St . .lohn's, by which the dangers of the bar at the month of 
that river may be avoided. 
The improved organization of the department has had as beneficial an 
influence upon the prompt accountability of its officers, us upon the effi-
ciency of its measures. But the service suffer(':, and the officers of the depart-
ment are subjected to great incoavenience, and sometimes to heavy losses, 
by the delay in the settlement of their accounts :1t the Treasury. Instances 
have recently occurred of the accounts of officers, whose disbursements have 
been extremely heavy, having remained unsettled in the Treasury from one 
to two years. Officers of the army are liable to be dismissed from the ser· 
vice, if they fail to submit their accounts for settlement within three months. 
I do not entertain the slightest doubt, should the question ever be brought 
before the courts of the country, that the failure to settle the accounts of 
officers according to Jaw would, in the event of defalcation, be pronounced 
sufficient to cancel the bonds of their sureties. I am aware there is not 
force enough in the accounting offices to settle the accounts promptly ; but 
that is not a sufficient apology for the delay: it is the duty of the officers, 
who know the fact, to make such representations to Congress as shall ob-
tain a remedy for the evil complained of. 
The 'l'reasury officers can know but little of the proper application of 
th~ public property. The property accountability should therefore stop 
wtth the military officer; and, in the event of any deficiency, the money 
value of the articles deficient should be reported to the Treasury as a 
charge against the officer. 'l'he property returns would, in that event, re-
Diaiu itl the offices to which they propPrly appertain, and the 'l'reusury 
w~ulU I.e relieved from a vast amount of labor, which would be better ap-
plied to the prompt settlement of money accounts. 
The business connected with the clothing and enmp and garrison equipage 
of the army is now divided between two offices at thi£ city, causing increas-
ed labor and mnch embarrassment; when the whole, if confided to one-
office, would hardly g1ve full employment to an officer and one competent 
clerk. Previous to the reduction of the army iu 1821, this business was 
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under the exclusive direction of the Purchasing Department; but that de-
partment being reduced from thirty .. eight to three officers, the Secretary of 
War, in July of that year, assigned the duties of the officers discharged 
from that branch of the service to the Quartermaster's Department. In 
1826, the duties thus assigned by order, were imposed upon the department 
by law. By the system then put. into operation, the clothing and camp and 
garrison eCJnipage were received from the Commissary General of Pur-
chases at Philadelphia, and distributed to the army by the officers of the 
Quartermaster's Department, and accounted for through this office. The 
system was then efficient throughout; the supplies were promptly fur-
nished where they were needed, and as promptly accounted for. J n March, 
1833, the Secretary of War established what is called the " Clothing Btt-
raau," and assigned to it a small portion of the business relating to those 
supplies, (all that could be legally taken from this office,) leaving the greater 
part of the bnsiness still to be performed here. That transferred was so 
small in amount, that I have not felt it as any relief at all. The effect of 
the transfer has been to weaken the accountability; and there is no other 
means of restoring it, bnt to unite the Lusiness in the same office. My object 
in asking your attention to the subject now, is to request that application be 
made to Congress to transfer by Jaw the whole matter to the Clothing Bu-
reau. The present force of that bureau is probably sufficient to perform 
the whole duty. 
The efficiency as well as the economy of the service would be promoted 
hy adding to the Qnartermaster's Department, to serve as long as the war 
continues, a corps of enlisted mechanics, teamsters, boatmen, and laborers. 
Enlisted men for any department of military sl!rvice are much more etli-
cient than hired men, and cost at least a third Jess. I most urgently recom-
mend that application be made to Congress to authorize such a corps. 
Should the proposed corps, however, not be authorized by Congress, Ire-
spectfully ask that provision be made, either by legislative or executive au-
thority, for the medical atteod<ttJce of the laborers and mechanics hired by 
the Quartermaster's Oepartment and attached to armies in the field, or em-
ployed at posts on the frontier. They are as liable to wounds and disease 
as any other portion of the public force; and often require medical treak 
ment and hospital accommodations, where neither can be obtained except 
. from the public. To r<'nder the service efficient, the whole force employed, 
whether commissioned, hired, or enlisted, should, as a matter of right, have 
the attendance and accommodation which, from either wounds or sickness, 
they may reqnire. American citizens in the military employment of the 
country should not be thrown upon the precarious charities of individuals. 
when unable to take care of themselves. 
The fiscal exhibit of the department shows a considerable reduction of 
expenditure in the last year below that of the preceding- year. At the date 
of the last annual report, there was a balance in the hands of the officers of 
the department, to be accounted for, of • $285,837 69 
To which is to be added-
1. Remittances through this office-
In the 4th quarter of last year -
In the 1st quarter of this year 
In the 2d quarter of this year 





---- 1,995,488 4() 
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2. Amount re<'.eived from other departments, to be accourited 
for through this office - - - - - $30,000 00 
3. Amount derived from sales of public property and from 
rents: so far as accounts have been received 24,368 30 
Making the total amount to be accounted for - 2,335,694 39 
From which is to be deducted-
}, Expenditures previous to the 30th Sep-
tember, 1839, and not included in last 
report - $19,391 30 
In the 4.th quarter of 1839 - 616,011 14 
lntheJstquarterofl84.0- 512,959 53 
ln the 2d quarter of 184.0 - 473,754 58 
In the 3d qnarter of 1840, so 
far as accounts have been 
received - 4.70,545 99 
---- $2,092,662 54 
2. Rrpayments into the Treasury, and war-
rants cancelled previous to the 30th of 
September 27,475 94 
Making the whole amount accounted for 
during the fiscal year - 2, 120,138 48 
Leaving a balance in the hands of officers, to be accounted 
lor hereafter, of - - - - - - 215,555 91 
'rhis balance is €1istributed, generally, in small sums, in the hands of 
about one hundred and twelve officers, throughout the Union: and applica-
ble to the service in the present quarter. 
In compliance with your orders, I present a tabular statement (A) of the 
appropriations disbursed through this office. It has been prepared with 
the utmost care, and with great labor; but as I have, in preparing it, been 
compelled to use data derived from other offices as well as this, I cannot be 
responsible for its entire correctness: it must be taken (as I present it) as a 
mere approximation to the truth. 
1 add another tabular scatement, (B,) made out entirely from data derived 
from this office, which shows the state of so much of the several appropri-
ations as have actually been drawn from the 'l'reasury, and which consti-
tutes the amount of the accountability of the department. No notice is 
taken, or account kept in this office, of any part of the appropriations but 
the amounts actually drawn from the 'freasury. I stated the reason of this 
course in my last report. The same reason still applies. It is the duty of 
the officers of the 'l'reasury to keep the appropriation accounts-they alone 
can keep them correctly; and even if they could be correctly kept here, I 
have not force enough to perform the labor which it would impose. 'l'he 
business of this office is fqnal to that of any other office connected with the 
War Department-! believe greater; whilst its force is scarcely half that 
of some of them. '1\.n idea may be formed of the extent of its duties, from 
the fact, that during the fiscal year near two thousand quarterly property 
accounts, and near five hundred quarterly money accounts, have been re-
' 
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ceived, examined, and sent to the offices of the Second and Third Auditors 
for settlement. And in addition to the regular quarterly accounts of the 
officers of the department and the army, a most laborious duty devoJ..ves 
upon the office in the examination of claims for salvCJge; for general or 
special average in cases of vessels dama~ed whilst transporting army sup-
plies; for the value of vessels lost when m the public service; for damages 
alleged to have been sustained in consequence, often, of unavoidable deten-
tion. Also, in the examination of accounts purporting to have been certified 
by volunteer or militia officers for the services of boats, wagons, and other 
means of transportation; and for supplies of forage, fuel, building materials, 
camp equipage, &c., purporting to have heen purchased; which accounts. 
are fonnd, upon investigation, to be entire fabrications, both in certificates 
and affidavits, or to have been certified by the officers under the mistaken 
idea that this was the proper means of obtaining, through the amounts so 
charged, payment for snpplies which they believed should have been fur-
nished in kind to their men. More than three hundred accounts of this 
nature have been ex~mined in this office during the year, involving an 
amount of about three hundred thousand doliars, of which about forty 
thousand have been paid. The b:J.lance has been definitively rejected, or 
suspended for more satisfactory evidence. This lmsiness adds much to the 
correspondence. 'rhe official letters and reports received during the year 
have exceeded six thonsand, and those written in the office four thousand 
eight hundred. 
If it be intended that the appropriation accom1ts be kept here, so as to 
enable me to make the statements required1 additional force will be neces-
sary; and I respectfully ask, in that event, that application be made to Con-
gress for three additional clerks, at salaries of $1,400, $1,200, and $1,000, 
respectively. One or two additionnl clerks will bP. necessary iu any event. 
The Choctaw lndians have a claim upon the public for a tract of land 
adjoining Fort Smith, and now necessarily occupied for military purposes, 
and for timber and stone taken from their reserve and used in the construc-
tion of the works at that post. I respectfully recommend the claim to the 
consideration of the Executive, and ask that authority be obtained from 
Congress to settle it upon equitable princ.iplcs. 
The Creek Indians have also a claim for services and losses, to which, 
as an act of jttstice to a deserving people, I respectfully ask your attention, 
and, through you, that of the President. 
In July, 1S36, I was ordered, first by the late Secretary of War, and then 
by the late President, to raise a corps of Indian warriors for service in 
Florida, and send them to Geueral Call. A regiment was raised and sent, 
accompanied by several black interpreters, the property qf Indian chiefs. 
One condition on which the chiefs in council consented to furnish the 
warriors and interpreters was, that, \Vhen the service should he completed, 
the nation should receive a su.bsidy of ten thousand dollars, and that the 
United States should pay for any of the interpreters who should be kilied, 
or die of wounds received from the enemy. One of the interpreters (the 
property of the principal friendly Creek chief, Hopoeth-lc-Yoho\o) was lost 
in c;~ steamboat, under circumstauces which give the owner a strong claim 
on the justice of the country. 
In the prompt suppression of Creek hostilities in 1836, much was due to 
Hopoeth-le-Yoholo. He joined me with more than a thousand of his war-
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riors. ·Thrcmgh him, and chiefs whom he influenced, I adopted measures 
which .Jed to the surrender of the principal hostile chief, Neah-Micco, on 
the 11th of June, 1836, and upwards of four hundred of his warriors on 
that and the three succeeding days; and it was through him and his influ-
ence that I carried out the measures which resulted in the surrender of 
Enea-M.athla's force on the 22d of June of the same year, which terminated 
the Creek war. 
'l'he subsidy, as agreed upon with the chiefs in council, was not intended 
merely as a reward for raising the Creek regiment, and a guaranty for the 
faithful services of that regiment in Florida: it was also intended as an in-
ducement to the chiefs to prepare, without delay, for the movement of their 
people to the west, and to· be ready to move at the precise time agreed upon. 
This was distinctly understood, both by them and me, in council at Tallas-
see; but, when the arrangement was reduced to writing, I was absent, hav-
ing been suddenly culled by duty to Tuskegee; and my aid, the late Captain 
Lane, accidentally omitted to inform Colonel Campbell, the acting commis-
sioner, of this part of the condition, and it was omitted in the written agree-
ment. It was, however, noticed in the order issued at the time, as I find 
by reference to my order-book. The order bears the signature of Colonel 
Stanton, then acting as adjutant general of the southern army. If the Ex-
ecutive has not the authority to act in the case, I respectfully ask that the 
matter be ref€rred to Congre~s. 
Information recently received from Florida of the entire failure of the 
Arkansas delegation to efi'ect a satisfactory arrangement with the Seminoles 
still remaining in that Territory, and the demands upon the department 
consequent upon that failure, indqce the belief that a greater amount will 
probably be required than that for which I presented an estimate on the 
14th instant. 'l'he appropriation for the present year was entirely inade-
quate; not more than twe11ty thousand dollars of it remain in the Treasury. 
It will be remembered that, at the last session of Congress, I presented an 
estimate for the service in Florida of six hundred thousand dollars; that 
estimate I was required to modify and reduce one·half: On presenting 
the modified estimate, on the Sth of July, I expressed the opinion that the 
reduced amount, if appropriated, woLffd probably meet all demands against 
the department to the I st of Decem her. That expectation has been realized 
only so far as relates to active operations in tllC . field; hnt there are out-
standing claims to a considerable amonllt, arising- out of the volunteer and 
militia service, which have bceu recogrJised by the Executive, and for the 
payment of which funds are required. Nleaus are also necessary to carry 
on the service tluring the remainder of the year, as well as to provide for 
the approaching campaign. The urgency of an immediate appropriation 
1s therefore obvious. I recommend that 11pplication be made at once to 
Con.~ress for an appropriation of at least fon·r hundred thousand dollars. 
\"hile on the snhject of Florida, I deem it a duty, both to the army and 
the country, to ask that measnres be taken to obtain an immediate investi-
gation by Congress of all matters relating to tile late souLhern campaigns, 
whether against the Creek or Seminole Indians. It is due to both that the 
whole truth be known. If the pn blic means have been misapplied ; if in-
excusable errors have been committed; if duties have been neglected, let 
those who are in fault bear the blame. So far as I have betln connected 
with those campaigns, whether as commanding general, second in com~ 
• 
• 
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mand, or as Quartermaster General, I invoke the most searching and thor-
ough investigation. 
With high consideration and respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your 
obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary cif War, Washington, D. C . 
.A. 
Statement showi1lg tho amatmt flpplicable to tXJ?enditure, and th_e amount e.'tpended, in the service of the Quartermaster's 
Department dU1·wg the year endmg 30th September, 1840. 
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$1,515 751 $516,547 24'$50,961 03 
300 15 ~26,4(19 26 41,385 22 
Tran~portation of officers' baggage - - 16,183 41 1 37,341 95 
Transportation of the army - • 83,564 51 11,768 12 
Incidental expen5es • - - - 9,856 il 5,820 19 
Preventing and suppressing India a hostilities • 1,068,300 90 74,041 G1 
- 118,525 3t) 16,396 16 
1) !l2[) 80 384 '258 48 36 '725 57 
2,152 3i 138,829 27 36,943 59 
13,345 35 1,455,687 86 305,693 12 
- 29,216 67 12,637 56 
10 35 618,989 40 57,956 83 
Purchase of three ves~els • 27,300 00 I ,9l6 67 
Protection of northern frontier - - 603,881 78 15,097 27 
Conungtncies ol the army - - : 5,799 12 1,376 86 
Ho;;pitals at the various posts - - _ 54,400 81 
7,000 00 - 14,17600 2,10142 
283 94 54,684 75 20,014 92 
Barracks at Fot t Jesup - - -
Military road from the Mi5sissippi to Red river 
Barracks, &c., western fmntier - • -
Barracks at Sackett's Harbor - - -
Bllrracl!s at Plattsburg - • 
Barracks at New Orleans • -
Michigan and Illinois road • 
Barracks at Green Bay - - • -
Green Bay and Fort Crawford road 
Barracks at Fort Leavenworth - - -
Barracks at Fort Wayne - - • 
Barracks at Fort Smiih - - - -
10,000 00 - 10,000 00 
12,425 67 10,045 29 - - 22,4'70 96 
9,024 78 12,118 25 - 4,409 99 25,553 02 
1,000 00 - - - 1,000 00 
13,800 00 - 20,000 00 - 33,800 00 
- 2,453 65 - - 2,453 65 
- 735 65 - - 'i35 65 
- 28 10 - - 28 10 
- 4 95 - - 4 95 
- - 20,000 00 - 30,000 00 
- - 20,000 00 - 20,000 00 
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RegularsuppliesofQ.uartermaster's Department $41,678 25 _ $36,570 67 _ 
Barracks, quarters, &c. • · • • • 21,790 35 _ 21,522 72 _ 
Transportation of officers' baggage • • I 3, 049 15 ~ 17,946 86 _ 
Transportationofthearmy • - 49,39644 _ 47,61341 _ 
Incidental expenses • • • • 22,251 11 _ :lO, 860 28 _ 
Preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities • 259,600 35 _ 223,367 19 _ 
Purchase of three vessels • • • _ _ _ _ 
Prutection of northern frontier· • • 1 45,073 02 _ 38,396 97 _ 




I 164,972 53 
113,743 19 
I




Hospitals at the various posts • 12,091 91 _ 6,038 21 "' 
Barracks at Fort Jesup - • • • _ _ _ _ i 
Military road from the Mississippi to Red river 4 00 _ 5,152 94 _ 
1
. 19,810 71 
38,807 12 
Barracks, &c., western frontier • • • 8,430 31 ..: _ _ 41i,252 92 
Barracks at Sackett's Harbor - • 32 50 _ _ _ 151 40 
Barracks at Plattsburg • • • _ _ 99 32 _ I 13,812 R5 
Barracks at New Orleans • • • _ _ _ _ 2,453 u5 
Michigan and Illinois road • • -- _ _ _ _ _ 











































Green Bay and Fort Crawford road • _ _ 4 95 _ I 4 95 
Barracks at Fort L;avenworth • • _ - 2,543 02 _ 1 2,543 02 7,456 98 30,000 00 37,456 98 
Barracks at Fo't Wayne • _ - !'131 87 _ 931 87 5,068 13 20,000 00 25,068 13 
Barracks at Fort Smith - - • _ - 35,918 60 _ I 35,918 60 4,918 53 50,000 00 54,918 53 
1 474,5i539--_---469,160 94 ---_-"2,097,576 86 245,7G935 1,651,117 7G l,89G,887U 
See note on page 98. 
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Regular supplies of G:W.arterma.ster's Depart-
$31,063 76 tl1,618 84 $5'25 05 $281,110 00 $314,217 (;5 $50,961 03 $64,582 36 ment . - . . . 
Barracks, quarters, &c. • • • 27,624 81 300 15 213 00 54,400 00 82,537 96 41,385 22 19,821 7l 
Transportation of officers' b~aage • - 37,341 95 50,615 00 87,956 95 16,396 16 9,0·14 64 
Transportation of the army • o _ • 11,768 12 1,925 85 259 22 110,020 00 123 ,973 19 36,725 57 31,237 11 
Incidental expenses - • • • 5,820 19 2,152 37 336 20 74,282 00 82,590 76 36,943 59 23,688 21 
Preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities 74,041 61 14,070 47 256 00 1,128,650 85 1,217,018 93 305,721 94 322,1533 15 
Purchase of three vessels - • • I ,916 67 - - 25,449 25 27,365 92 12,637 56 10,096 47 Protection of northern frontier • - 15,097 27 10 35 63 00 211,850 00 227,020 62 57,956 83 15,872 12 
Contingencies of the army • • - 1,376 88 - 4,750 00 6,126 88 2,101 42 1,324 03 Hos_pitals at the various posts • • 54,400 81 - 283 94 54,684 75 .. 20,014 92 662 08 
M1htark ro:td from the Mississippi to Red river 10,045 29 - II ,561 30 21,606 59 14,492 27 161 50 Barrac ·s, &c. on western frontier • • 12,118 25 4,390 27 19 72 9,000 00 25,528 24 26,108 47 11,714 14 
Barracks at Sackett's Harbor . . - - - 118 90 Barracks at Plattsburg . . . - - 13,800 00 13,800 00 13,713 53 Barracks at New Orleans . - . 2,453 65 - - - 2,453 65 - 2,453 65 Michigan and Illinois road - • - 735 65 - - - 735 65 Barracks at Green Bay • • . 28 10 - - - 28 10 Green Bay and Fert Crawford road. . 4 95 - - 4 95 Barracks at Fort Lcnvenworth • . - - - 10,000 00 10,000 00 Barracks at Fort Wuyne . . . . . 
Barracks at Fort Smith . . . - - - 40,000 00 40,000 00 
----- ----------
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Regular supplies of O.ttarterma~ter's Department $41,678 25 I :B35, 1i4 41 $1!)2,396 05 I $257 68 $192,653 73 $121,563 92 
Barracks,qnarter~,&c. - - - • - 21,79035 21,104!hl 101,10220 _ 101,10:320 -21,56~21 
~ 
00 
Transpor<ation of 0tticer~' bngzage • - 13,019 15
1 
17,9 Hi 8G 56,136 81 _ 55,436 81 31,oZO U 
Transportation of the arrny - - - 49,396 41 4G,921 20 H>1,2.'10 32. j _ 164,280 32 -40,:107 1:3 
Incidental expen~cs - - - 22,251 11 30,570 40 113,46'3 S1 113,462 31 -30,871 55 t;j 
Preventing and suppres~ing Indian hostilili~s 259,600 35 2'38,732 :32 I, 116,G87 iti I 21,218 26 1,137,906 02 '79, 112 !J1 0 
Pnn·has~ of three vefsels - - - 22, 73·1 03 23,734 03 4,631 R9 ~ 
Protection of nonhern frontier 15,013 ()2 :~8,396 97 1;')7,298 94 6,000 00 Hi3 298 9! 63,~:31 6R • 
Contingenciesofthearmy - - 1 ,089~l0 1,9,.985 G,5P520 _ 6
1
50520 -3783'2 ~2: 
Hospitalsatthevarion~poots - - - 12,0!H 91 G,03S 2 1 3'3,807 12 1 _ 38,80712 15,877 63 
Military road from the Mts>issippi to Red river 1 00 5,152 !J1 19,810 7l _ w'sw 71 1,795 8ti ? 
Barracks, &c. on we,lern frontier - - 8,430 31 - 16,252 !J2 _ 4u;252 92 -20,724 68 
Barracks at Sackett'> Harbor - - - - 3·J 50 _ 151 40 _ 151 40 -151 40 to 
Barracks a: Platt~oburg - - - _ 99 32 13,812 85 _ 13, 812 85 -12 85 
BHrack~ at New Orlean~- - - - _ _ 2,453 65 _ 2 453 65 
.Miehigan and Illinois road - _ 1 _ - 1 _ ' 735 65 
Barracl;s at Green Bay - - 28 10 _ 28 10 _ 28 10 
Green Bay and Fort Crawford road _ 4 95 4 95 I _ 4 95 
Barracks at Port Leal'enworth - - •. _ 2 543 02 2,513 02 _ 2 543 0~ 7 456 98 
Barracks at Fort ·wayne - - - _ '931 87 9:ll Si I _ '931 8i ...:!J:H 87 
Barracks at Fort Smith • • • - _ 35,918 60 35,918 60 - 35,918 60 4,081 40 
• ' 47<,515 391----;.:-,," I 2,094,018 81 I~, 94 2,122,094" ~556 01 
NoTa.-Tn the balan.::e column, the items to which the minus sign(-) i-; prefixed, exhibit the amounts due to officers· and the items without thai sign, 
tbc amounts due the United States. In adding up the eolumn, the former ar~ rlerlncte-1 fron1 the Jailer. end the tliff~ rence .~hown. , 
QuARTER~L\.STER GENER~L's OrrtcE1 Washington, :Yot'embu 281 1840. TH. S. JESUP. 
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No.4. 
REPOR'l' FROl\I THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 
ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December :3, 1840. 
SIR: I have the honor, in conformity with your instructions, to submit 
herewith a r0port of the operations of this department for the year ending 
the 30th of September last, accompanied by the annual statements, (see 
pnge 158, &c.,) relating to its fiscal concerns, required in your letter of Sep~, 
tember !:l. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient, 
JOS. G. 'l'01'TEN, 
Col. and Chief Engineer. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSE'l'T, Secretary of liVar. 
FORTlFICATIO:N"S. 
In prosecution of the purpose expressed in the last annual report, of 
attending particularly to such repairs and modifications as are necessary to 
plnce existiniZ' fortifications in a state of efficiency, all the means at the 
command of this department were promptly applied; at the same time, the 
work done upon the forts under constmction has been directed, as far as 
possible, to bring portions of these successively into a serviceable condition. 
The reSJilt, however, from the entire inadequacy of the disposable funds, 
has fallen far short of what is demanded by the actual condition of the 
national defences. 
'l'hf- appropriations of the last Congress, applicable to these objects, were 
not mnde till the middle of July; and, when made, the state of the 'l'reasury 
attached restrictions, leaving the grants intangible for the rest of the year. 
Owing to a demand for employment on the part of laborers, mechanics, 
and contractor!!, we have, fortunately, been enabled to t.!o something in an-
ticipation of the moment when a portion of the appropriation may be dis-
bursed; and we have been able to do little else. 
The delays which seem unavoidably to attend the appropriation bills tn 
their passage through Congress, and which have involved the loss of almost 
the whole of the working season of every second year, induce me urgently 
to recommend that such an appropriation be a"sked for at the approaching 
session as will continne the works to the middle of the following year, in 
order to provide for the long session of 1842. 
The estimates of the department, formed on this principle,· have beea 
reduced to the least sums that are compatible with a judicious application. 
ltl an inspection recently made of the works north of Hampton roads, 
inclusive, I am happy to state that I fo9nd the agents of the department-
pursuing, in all cases, n system of management distinguished by n strict 
watch ever the public interest, and also by a scrupulous attention to tha 
quality of workmanship and muteriali. 
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I now beg leave to refer you to the condition of the works' severally set 
forth below. 
Fort Niagm·a, at the mouth of Niagara strait, Lake Ontario, New 
York.-Since the last annual report, the wall closing the fort on the river 
side has been carried up to about half its ultimate height; and the founda-
tion, ami part of the superstructure, of the new portion of sea·wall has been 
laid. As the timber for the revetment on the land sides was all to be 
Kyanized, it was detern.1ined not to put any of it in place until a large quan-
tity had been prepared: this has been done, and the revetment recently 
commenced. It is expected that before the end of the season more than 
half the land front will be faced to the height of twelve feet. 
Such arrangements had been made for the vigorous prosecution of these 
operations, that the defences could have been easily completed the present 
year, had the-appropriation asked for been available at an early day in the 
year. 
The original estimate will nearly, if not entirely, accomplish all the re-
pairs that were contemplated, or that are indispensable to the defences. The 
condition of many of the buildings, however, (especially the officers' qu,ar-
ters, the soldiers' barracks, the principal magazine, the storehouse, and the 
two stone block-houses,) is such as to Jemand considerable repairs; for 
which purpose, an estin:ate will be submitted as soon as it can be prepared 
by the olticer in charge. 
Fort Ontar·io, Osweg o harbor, Lake Ontario, New York.-During the 
past year a large portion of the excavation and embankment of the glacis 
has been completed , the excavatiou ot the ditch nearly finished, and four 
bastions roughl y embanked ; the timber revetment, for a height of twelve 
feet, of most of the lower part of the scarp, has been put in place; and most 
of that for the upper part is framed, ready for Kyanizing-a portio11 having 
already undergone that process. 
As in the case of Fort Niagara, the defences might have been completed 
by the present time, had the appropriation of the last session been granted 
at an early day. No portion ot tile new appropriation being available during 
the present year, the works have been much retarded; but they ·:vill be 
.completed during the next season-at least so far as regards the defunsive 
works. Barracks, storehouses, and magazines, will then be required, for 
which estimates will be presented. Until these structures are begun, it is 
thought the sum already appropriated will suffice. 
Outlet of Lake Charnplain.-The board of engineers have been en-
gaged, since my last report, in planning a project of defence for this passage. 
lt is deemed ot much importance that a commencement be made as early 
as pract~cable the next season; and an appropriation is accordingly asked 
tor, in the estimates of this office. 
Fort Preble. and Port Swmmel, Portland harbor, Maine.-For want 
of means, nnrhing has been done to these works since my last report; and, 
as the appropriations made during the last session will not be available till 
uext spring, the contemplated repairs cannot be begun till then. 
·Fort Constitution and Port McClary, Portsmouth harbor, New Hamp· 
s!tire.-The same remarks apply as for the works in Portland harbor. 
Fort IndeJJendence.-Owinf! to the want of funds, no masonry work has 
been done since the fall of 1838. During the past year, some stone has 
een obtained and dressed: but nothing further attempted. 
• 
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The plan of operations for the next year contemplates the collection of 
materials for the entire masonry of the work, and provides the necessary 
workmanship, except for the arches on one curtain, the parade wall on 
three fronts, and the breast-height wall. It also contemplates covering all 
the arches, except on one curtain, and forming the terreplein and parapet on 
the three channel fronts. The department estimate embraces the necessa-
ry appropriation. 
Fort Warren.-In consequence of the exhaustion of former appropria-
tions, and the last one not being applicable, no masonry has been executed 
at this work the past year. Operations have been confined almost exclu-
sively to receiving -and dressing a portion of the stone required for the dif-
ferent WRlls, piers, arches, &c. 
The plan of operations answering to the estimate of the department con-
templates the entire completion, with the exception of the parade walls, of 
the masonry of the three fronts commanding the channel, and, also, the 
completion of the coverface. 
J;'ort Adams, Narragansett roads, R!tode lsland.-By far the greater 
portion of the heavy work of this fort is done. All the principal excava-
tions and embankments, both of earth and rock, are complete. The terre-
plein, parapets, and glacis, am nearly all formed. All the heavy masses of 
masonry are done. '1'he entire lower tier is ready for guns, and a consid-
erable portion of the barbette platform is prepared. Much progress has been 
made in quarter:S, barracks, magazines, storerooms, and otl,er interior ac· 
commodatioos. 
The advanced redoubt, and the permanent wharf, remain in the condi-
tion exhibited in my last annual report. 
With the sum called for in the estimate of this office, it will be easy, in 
the course of next year, to finish all tlw defensive portions, putting the 
work in a state of complete readiness for service. 
Fortifications in New London harbor.-During- the past year, the opera-
tions at Fort Trumbull have been confined chiefly to completing the ex-
terior battery; removing part of the old work; q uarryiug g;rauite within 
the fort; receiving and preparing materials; and rrwking- machinery. 
The exterior battery is ready to receive its armament, being entirely com-
p~ted, with the exception of a little sodding. This battery is about equiva-
lent, in command over the channel, to the old fort. 
1\lnch earth and rock have been excavated for the main work. and a 
considerable amount of materials collected. · 
f'ort &lwyler.-The roofs of the casemates and galleries of the cover-
face were covered last fall. The superstructure of the masonry of the land 
front of the main work, commenced last fall, has been carried up a few feet; 
aud most of the chimneys and ovens of the lower tier built. Some ·masonry 
has also been done upon the coverface, including the raising of the flues of 
vemi\ator~, and the laying of coping-. Earth-work has been carried on 
thronghont the year, whenever the laborers were not employed in receivin~ 
materials or assisting mechanics. In this way a considerable quantity of 
~arth has been excavated in grading the site, and has been used in embank-
mg the cover!Uce. 
Fort Columbus, Castle Williams, and South Battery, Governor's island, 
New York harbor.-ln the first-named work every preparation has been 
made for the reception of the armament. 
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In Castle Williams, the first and second tiers have been made ready for 
the guns; and the Hpper tier will also be pllt in condition as soon as the 
appropriatior1 becomes available. 
'l'he contemplated repairs of the South Battery will be commenced as 
soon as fnnds can be commanded for that purpose. 
It is hoped that the existing appropriation will suffice to place all these 
works in an efficient state. Some expenditures are, however, indispensable 
upon the wharf and sea-walls of the island, which were originally con-
structed of unsuitable or perishable materials, and have been greatly dam-
aged by violent storms. For these, the department fnrnishes estimates. 
Fort Hamilton.-The work performed at Fort Hamilton the past year 
has been confined to the completion of some slight repairs commenced last 
year, viz: relaying the drains, construction of a gutter along the water-
front, and repainting of the sea-wall. 
No part of the last appropriation has been yet applied. As soon as this 
sum becomes available, the important repairs indicated in my report of last 
year will be commenced and prosecuted with vigor. 
Port Lafayette.-No part of the last appropriation has been yet applied, 
not being available; but, from the balance of former appropriations, a part 
of the coping of the sea-wall that had been displaced during a gale has been 
reset, the face of the wall painted, and stones filled in behind, to replace the 
earth washed out by the same gale. 
'l'he modification necessary to adapt the third tier of this work to the 
new bar bette carriage will be taken in hand as soon as the appropriation made 
at the last session of Congress can be commanded. 
Fort Gibson, Ellis's island, New York harbor.-The repair of this work 
needs an appropriation of $5,000, which sum is included in the estimate . 
. Port Wood, Bedlo«s island, New York harbor.-It has not been possi-
ble, during the year, for the board of engineers to decide as to the repairs 
and modifications required by this work; and it is not therefore included in 
the estimate. 
Works on Staten island, New York harbor.-'rhese works are ~gain re-
ferred to, in the hope that some rneasures may be adopted whereby the repairs 
which are so indispensable may be applied to them. They were constructed 
by, and still belong to, the State of New York, and occupy one of the md!>t 
important positions for defence within the harbor. 
Port DeLaware,, Peapatch island, Delaumre bay.-ln consequence of 
the still unsettled state of the-title, nothing has been done at this work since 
the last annual report from this office. The agent of the United States, 
who resides on the spot for the purpose of looking after the vast amount of 
materials there collected, is a tenant at will of Mi·. J. 'f. Hndson, who has 
legal possession, under a decision of the United States circuit court for New 
Jersey . 
. It is to be sincerely deplored that no fi-nal issue has been had on this ques-
tiOn of title; and it is to be hoped that the measures which the law officer 
o~ _the Government shall deem proper may be pursued with all practicable 
dihg~n?e. In the mean time, and in order that another year may not be 
lost, It 1s recommended that an appropriation he asked from Congress, to be 
granted under the same restriction as ucr;ornpanied the last-namdy, that 
the grant shall not be available until the title to the lund be decided to rest 
in the United States. 
. + 
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The following letter from the Solicitor of the Treasury states the course 
that has ueen pursued in reference to this disputed title since the report of 
this department of last year : 
0FFr6E OF TIJE SoLICITOR OF THE TREASURY, 
November 4, 1 840. 
SIR: In reply to your letter of the 3d instant, requesting a brief state-
ment of the measnres which have been taken on the part of the Govern-
ment to secure the possession of the Peapatch island siuce thG 30th Sep-
·tember, 1839, I have the honor'to state that the letter of my predecessor to 
you, of the 23d November last, gave a detailed statement of all the proceed-
ings in the suit instituted under the direction of this office, in the State of 
Delaware, for this purpose, up to that date. Since then, the correspondence 
has been continued with the claimant and his counsel, with a view to a final 
trial of the title to the island by the Supreme Court of the United States, a 
copy of which was furnished to the Secretary of War, by his request, on 
the 1st May, 1840, and was subsequently communicated to Congress by the 
President, in a message, recommending the passage of a special act giving 
the circuit court of the district of Maryland jurisdiction to try the cause. 
This message, with the correspondence, was printed by order of the Sen-
ate, (Doc. No. 501,) to which I beg to refer you for full information. 
On the 29th June, 1840, the Secretary of War transmitted to me, for ex-
amination, a proposition from the claimant to sell his title to the island to 
the United States for SLOO,OOO, together with a report from yon on that 
subject; which was returned to him on the Sth Jnly, 1840, with a letter giv-
ing· my views on that proposition, and expressing the opinion that, under 
the present state of the case, the proposition ought not to be acceded to. 
The possession of the island remains the same as was stated to yon in the let-
ter o[ my predecessor, dated November 23, 1839, and further proceedings in 
the case await the action of Congress. 
Very respectfnlly, yours, 
Col. J. G. ToTTEN, 
Engineer IJepartrnent. 
M. BIRCHARD, 
Solicitor of the T1·easw"y. 
Fort Mifflin, Delaware river.-'l'his work was reported last year in 
Jlerfect readiness for its armament and garrison, aud this department has 
been relieved of its charge. 
Fort McEienry, Baltimore harbor, Maryland.-All the work appertain-
ing to this department, which remained to be done to this fort, has been 
entirely completed ; n. garrison having been in possession for many 
months. 
Fort on Soller's Poirlf .flats, harbor of Balt·imore, Maryland.-In re-' 
newing the proposition contained in the report of last year, to commence 
this work, I take leave to copy what was then stated. 
"With Fort McHenry as the only defensive work between Baltimore and 
the Chesapeake bay, that city is wholly without defence against an attack 
by land-such, for instance, as was nndertaken by the English during the 
last 'Yar-and is, at the same time, inadequately protected from an attack br, 
~n~ , 
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" The first step to be taken, in the creation of 11. better system of defence 
for this harbor, is the erection of a strong cusemated battery on the outer 
extremity of Soller's Point flats-a work projected by the board of engineers 
many years ago. 'l'his work being completed, the channel of the river 
will be powerfully commanded; and an enterprise advancing against the 
city from North Point, or along the opposite shore, will be liable to be cut 
()ff from all retreat by troops thrown across the river, or sent down the 
river, and landed near the work. 
" The position is a good oue ; the work is indispensable to the security 
of Baltimore; and, as much time must necessarily be consumed in raising 
the foundation out of water, it seems important that immediate measures be 
taken for the commencement of the work; and to this end a small appro-
priation is asked for next year." 
Fort lflashington, Potomac river, lW.aryland.---.A minute inspection of 
this work, by an officer of the corps of engineers, represents its condition 
as demanding immediate attention. 
The great mass of the work may be said to be in good condition, and 
to have been faithfully built of good materials; but, in some important 
particulars, it was never finished. 'l'he rear face, for the greater part, is 
entirely accessible-the wall having been raised but a few feet in some 
places, and in others not even begun. For the very powerful battery 
which this work presents to the river, no preparations have been made for 
guns in the way of platforms. There is no furnace for heating shot. 
Repairs, moreover, are needed to the barracks and quarters. For these 
operations, indispensable to place the fort in a condition for service, an 
appropriation of 8)20,000 is now asked, with the hope that the application 
of it may be begun early in the spring. 
Fort Monroe, Elarnpton roads, Virginia.-Srnce the last report, the 
progress made in the r111pairs of this work bas· been necessarily slow, from 
the small amount of funds placed at the disposal of the superintending 
engineer. 
Attention has been particularly paid to the front commanding the ap-
proach by the charmel, in which all the operations have bean advanced 
as vigorously as possible m1der tbe circumstances. As means are supplied, 
it will be easy to place this important front in an efficient state. All the 
casemated batteries on the water fronts are entirely rr.adr for their arma-
ment, of which a part is already in place . 
. Fort Calhoun, Hampton roads, Virginia.-The gradual loading of the 
piers and walls of Fort Calhoun was continued last year until the 21st 
December, and resumed this season in the month of February: since that 
·time, the loading has advanced without interruption, with an average num-
ber of 60 laborers. 
Since the last report, 31,716 tons have been dPposited, making a total of 
5.5,716 tons at present upon the walls and piers. The incrr.ased subsidence 
smc~ the recommencement of the provisional Joadin{l, shows conclusively 
the Importance of this operation, and the necessity of continuing it until ;t 
load somewhat greater than the whole weiO'ht of the work shall have been 
placed upon the foundations. ~ · 
Fort Macon, Beaufort harbor, North Carolina.-An inspection of this 
fort, made last year by an officer of eng-ineers, shows that the sea is en-
croaching on its• site, a part of which ~is overflowed during storm-tides. 
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Jettees, composed of dnr1:tble materials, seem to be necessary on the sea 
side ; and a dike, to prevent the overflow. 
The fort itself requires some indispensable repairs, such as placing the 
magazine in good condition, stopping leaks in the casemates, substituting 
permanent gun-traverses for the decayed wooden ones, &c. For all which 
purposes, the sum of $15,000 is embraced in the department estimates. 
Port Caswell, mouth of Cape Peat river, North Carolina.-'l'he small 
appropriation made at the last session for placing this work in a state of 
efficiency, and making some additions to the dikes which shelter the site, 
has not yet, become available ; and nothing, consequently, has been done 
since the last report from this office. 
Port Afoultrie, Charleston hm·bor, South Carolina.-lmportant repairs 
have been made to this work, and it is expected that, before the end of the 
y~ar, it will be ready to receive its whole armament; no further appropria-
tion being necessary. 
Preservation of Sullivan's island.-The application of the means re-
sorted to for the protection of this island appears to have been eminently 
successful. The detailed report of the superintendent will be found append-
ed, (marked K.) 
.Castle Pinckney.-A portion of the funds appropriated for fortifications 
in Charleston harbor has been appropriated to this work, in the substitution 
of stone for the decayed wooden platforms of the circular towers ; in the 
construction of permanent stairways, leading to them ; in laying perma-
nent traverses for the guns; and in some slight repairs of roofs and cisterns. 
The space between the foot of the scarp-wall and the advanced sea~wall 
was formerly filled with mud and shells, hut the Wash of the sea over the 
wall has cleared it entirely out. It is important that this space should not 
be left open, and I therefore submit an estimate for filling it with stone 
large enough to resist the action of the waves. 
Port Sumter, Chm·leston harbor, So1tth Carolina.-The appropriation 
for this work not being at command, the recommencement of operations 
has necessarily been postponed till next season. They will be resumed, 
however, at an early day; and as, under arrangements now in progress, 
the small sum appropriated will be soon expended, whenever the work be-
gins, it is my duty to ask for an additional grant, in order that the opera-
tions may be prosecuted through the following autumn and winter. No 
time should be lost in loading these artificial foundati0ns with a heavy 
weight of materials: in order to press them down to their ultimate bearings 
before commencing the superstructure. 
Fort Pulaski.-The labors of the past season have resulted as follows~ 
The sustaining walls of the terreplein are completed to the level of three 
inches below the cordon ; the masonry of the roofs of all the c'asematcs is 
.. finished ; the arches, under entrances into bastions, completed ; the foun-
dation of the storie segments: for gun-carriage tracks upon the eight cis· 
terns, have been laid ; and the spandrils of arches over the cisterns filled. 
'l'he wooden floors of all the casemates of the battery fronts have been laid, 
and the main gates constructed and hnng, but not finished. 
·r~enty 32-pounder cannon are already mounted in the casemates. 
Porl Picke1ls-During the past year, besides preparing stone blocks and 
traverses for barbette guns, and making the slight repairs alluded to in my 
lust report, it ha been found necessury to strengthen certain portions of the 
conntcrscarp wall, under the traverses; the great weight thrtutening to over-
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throw them. This repair required the most prompt attention; and, with the 
expense of providing and laying down traverse centres for the guns, and 
making some necessary improvements in the quarters and barracks, involved 
an arrearage of $1,693; to which, to complete the preparation for guns, and 
increase the general efficiency of the work, there should be added, for ex-
penditures early in the yenr, a further sum of $8,307; making a total of 
$1 0,000 now asked from Congress. 
Fort McRee.-Out of the fund for repairs and contingencies, and from 
the sale of a small building no longer necessary or useful , 40 sets of pintle-
blocks have been purchased for this work, and iron-railing pnt ~o the stairs, 
and some slight repairs applied to the gate, quarters, &c. 
As the appropriation becomes available, it will be applied to the comple-
tion of the work, and it is hoped may be found adequate. 
FoTt Bamncas.-The improvement and repairs of this work were com-
menced in April last. The repairs of the old battery, which has an efficient 
action on the channel leading into the harbor, are nearly completed, and 
will soon be ready for the guns to be mounted. In the work on the blutl~ 
considerable excavations have been made for foundations, and part of the 
foundation of the counterscarp has been laid. A portion of the subterra-
Ileons communication from this to the old battery has been constructed ; 
and a well, 50 feet deep, made in the middle of the fort. 
Forts Morgau, Pil.-e, and lVood, BatteTy Bienvenue, Tower Dnp1·e, 
Fort Jackson, and Port /St. Philip.-No repairs have been undertaken at 
any of these works, in consequence of the appropriations made at the last 
session not beiug as yet applicable. 
Fort Livinprston.-'The board of engineers, to whom was submitted, for 
revision, the first project for .F'ort Livingston, having decided that n. very 
considerable simplification of this trace could be made, reducing the cost 
materially, without lessening strength or efficiency; and the proposed 
change having received your sanction, an outline of the new project was 
delivered to an officer of engineers last winter, with orders to repair to 
Grande Terre, and enter upon the operations preliminary to the commence-
ment of the fort. These operations consisted in executing a survey of the 
site of the fort and its vicinity within two miles, to be ultimately extended 
. to the whole of the island of Grande Terre and the adjacent waters; in the 
construction of a wharf; and iu the erection of temporary quarters for the 
accommodation of agents, overseers, and laborers, employed at the work . 
.A commencement was made early in .March last. The first and most 
important part of the survey has been completed; the wharf has been fin-
ished1 with the exception of part of the plankin~ not yet received; and 
considerable progress has been made in the construction of the temporary 
buildings. 
'l'he available portion of the monr.y appropriated would allow, in addi-
tion to the preliminary labors, only of the collection of a small quantity of 
materials. With the aid of the appropriation now asked of 'Congress, the 
fort itself can be commenced without fnrther delay, because such a provi-
sion of materials can be made as will insure the continuance of the work 
throughout the next working season. The remoteness of this position from 
all sources of supplies greatly embarrasses the operations, and makes .it im-
possible to advance with restricted means: it is of the first consequence, 
therefore, that the sum now embraced in the estimate be appropriated at the· 
ensuing session. 
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ROADS, RIVERS, HARBORS, &c. 
Islands ·in Boston lwroor.-The engineer officer having charge of the 
works in Boston harbor has been engaged, during part of the season, in 
making surveys of the several islands there requiring works for their pro-
tection against the abrasion of the sea. 
In the- opinioti of Colonel Thayer, the protection of one of these, viz: 
Lovell s island, immediately north of George's island, "is of paramount 
importance, nnd ought not to be postponed beyond the next season." "The 
wall: as it has been traced on the shore, is 800 feet in length; its average 
height will be about 11 feet, and its average width not over 6 feet. The 
cost of its construction, inclnding embankments, pavement, and other ap-
pendages, will probably not fi1ll mnch short of (bnt cannot, l'am very confi-
dent, exceed) lbe sum named in the estimate." The estimate presented by 
him is inserted in the annual list, and is earnestly recommended by the 
department. · 
An additional sum of $1,000 will also be necessary for the sea-wall on 
Rainsford island, to repair a portion damaged by storms, extend its pave-
ment, and eularge the breakwater; and a fnrther sum of $l,500 is reqnired 
for the repntr of the sea· wall on Deer island, and to increase its breakwater. 
Both these calls are urgent. 
Removal of the light-house at Goat islaud.-The available funds for this 
work have been almost exclusively applied, during the past year, to the 
lantern of the light·honse, which is completed and put ori. 
Every thin !I: is n0w finished, except a portion of the dike, which serves as 
a communication with the shore. The estimate submitted for this work is 
intended to complete it; and it is very important that the appropriation be 
granted at an early day. 
Flynn's Knolllir;!tt-house: New York luzrbor.-The last annual report 
of the department described the failure of the first attempt to fix the found-
ations of this building, and mentioned the reference of the subject to a 
special board of engineer officers. 
These officers have given to the subject their closest attention; and a 
majority of them have presented a project, with a memoir and e:stimate, 
illustrated by drawings in great detail. 
The portion of the appropriation remaining in the Treasury on the 31st 
December last (namely, $138,909 26) having reverted to the Treasury, it 
becomes necessary to call for a reappropriation thereof. 
lce-breal~er at Staten island.-Some very slight repairs have been ap-
plied to this work out of the funds in the a~ent's hands during the past 
season, consisting in pointing the joints of piers, and renewing three piles 
tho.t were broken by a field of ice in February last. The agent reports the 
work to be in perfect order. 
Hudson ri1'er improvement.-Operations have been suspended on this 
work dming the whole of the past season, for tile want of funds. 
In the annual report of the superintendent, appended, (marked A,) witt 
be found a detail of what was accomplished last autumn after the 30th of 
September. 1 \\'Oilld eraw yonr particular notice to the fact, that "the 
depth of water over the Overslaugh bars continues to he maintained, and 
the navigation at those points uninterrupted at the lowest stage of water." 
While awaiting the further action of Congress, it has bGen necessary, in 
order to avert a total loss, to sell a considerable portion of the public prop-
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erty connected with the operations. Such articles as could be preserved 
without serious deterioration have, however, been laid up or stored for safe~ 
keeping under the eye of a trusty agent of the department. 
Closing Hog-island channel, Charleston harbor, S. C.-In the last an~ 
nual report, I recommended that, in consequence of the progressive deep~ 
ening of Hog-island channel, and of accumulations in front of a part of the 
city of Charleston, this channel should be closed. I have now the honor 
to renew this recommendation, and to insert an item in the estimates for 
new works of harbor improvement for its commencement. 
'l'o avoid the necessity of reference to former documents, the r eport of the 
engineer superintending in Charleston harbor is again appended, (marked 
B.) 
Repairs of Port Marion, and sea-wall of St. Augustine, Florida.-
Operations have been confined, as heretofore, to the sea-wall. In April 
lust, the work was suspended, the funds being nearly exhausted. Up to 
that time, there had bee~ laid, since the last report, 750 running feet of 
wall, of an nverage height of 8 feet, and 225 feet of a smaller wall, to a 
height of 4~- feet; in addition to this, the granite coping for 240 running 
feet of wall has bPen laid. 
'l,he estimate of the department proposes the extension of this wall along 
the front of the ground owned by the United States, and occupied by va-
rious military buildings. 
Oltio 1·iver, betu;een Pittsburg and t!tefalls.-As will be perceived from 
the accompanying report of the superintendent of this improvement, (marked 
G,) scarcely any thing bus been done towards this improvement during the 
TJaSt year, for want of filnds ; and most of the property of a perishable nature 
has been sold, to provide for necessary expenses in the preservation of the 
rest. 
O!tio and Mississippi rivers, from Louisville to New Orleans.-Ti:e 
appended report of the superintendent (marked D No.1) will show the opera- ' 
tious of tho year, and the present state of the navig-ation. The estimate for 
the next year, it will be seen, provides for the repair and working of snag-
boats as heretofore. 
An officer of engineers was directed last winter to inspect these opera-
tions: his report (marked D No. 2) is also appended. 
A1·kanst1s Ti1;er.-ln the superintendent's annual report for this rivPr 
(marked E) will be found a recommendation to build a snag-boat expressly 
for this work, and keep it in the river during the whole year. Every con-
sideration of policy would seem to sanction this mode of continuing the im-
provement : th~ estimate with the report includes the first cost of the boat, 
and working her for twelve months. 
Improvement of Red 1·iver.-In submitting the annual report of the su~ 
perintendent of this work, (marked F,) I have the honor again to call your 
attention to the advance made by the Real Estate Bank of ·washington, 
Arkansas, of the sum of $7,150, to avoid the great loss and inconvenience 
that would have ensued from a snspcnsion of the work. The particulars 
of the transaction were all detailed in my last annual report. 
In addition to the above sum, there is an amount of $3,888 89 due the 
superintendent, making a total of arrearages of $11,038 89. . . . 
Yon will perceive from the superintendent's report that the " nav1gat10n IS 
now closed, and will in all probability remain so until fmther appropriations 
be made by Congress." 
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The views of the department on the importance of this improvement 
have been so often expressed, that it is not conceived necessary to do more 
than refer to them at this time. 
Missouri 1·iver.-The report of the superintendent of this work, dated 
the 23d of Deceml:Jer, 1839, (marked G,) which was not received in time 
for my last annual report, shows all that has been done towards the im-
provement of this river-the ftmds applicable being exhausted at that date. 
Captain Shreve's opinion as to the necessity, or at least the expediency, of 
building an iron boat for the Missouri, is f1.1lly concurred in by the officer 
of en~ineers, whose inspection report was submitted the la<st year. The 
department is also of the opinion that it would be highly advantageous, 
and that future appropriations should be based on the construction and use 
of such a boat. 
It is gratifying to learn that "a very great improvement has been made 
in the navigation," even with the small sum that has been applied ; and 
that, with a comparatively moderate sum hereafter, the most favorable results 
may be anticipated. 
Improvement of the Mississippi river, above the mouth o/ t!te 0/tio.-
Nothing has been done, during the past year, towards the improvement of 
this part of the Mississippi, as will be perceived en reference to the report 
of the superintendent, (marked H.) 
In consequence of the exhaustion of the appropriation for these improve-
ments, the Rgent, as instructed by the department, has made such a dispo-
sition of the public property as will insure the preservation and safekeep-
ing of all articles worthy of the care and expense ; selling the rest. The 
unavoidable expense of watching over, and taking care of, the remaining 
property, has been reduced to a minimum. 
Pier in the harbor of St. Louis, Missouri.-Neither has any progress 
been made in this work, for the same reason. 'fhe superintendent's annuaL 
report will be found at the conclusion of document H. 
The property belonging to this improvement was of such a nature, and 
so exposed, that the agent deemed it best to dispose of the whole ; which 
was accordingly done at public sale. 
NATIONAL ROAD. 
The operations of the year, and the present state of this road, are given 
in detail in the reports of the superintendents, (marked I and J.) 
On the adjournment of the last session of Congress without having 
granted fnrther appropriation for the road, the age~Jts were instmcted that, 
in consequence of the small amonnts still applicable, it would be necessary 
to draw the operations to a dose; and to this end, all public property be-
longing to these appropriations should be disposed of, and the avails thereof 
applied to the road, or to the extinguishment of claims ag-ainst it. Every 
outstanding claim, of every nature, was to be liquidated, and the remaining 
funds reduced to a minimum by operations on the road . . Should there 
remain, unavoidably, claims not liquidated, the means of paying them 
must be retained. Care was to be taken, moreover, thnt the closing work 
on the road should contribute most-1st, to the preservation of the road; 
2d, to its good condition; and, 3d, to its extension. 
MILITARY ACADEMY. 
In an official visit lately made to this institution, I looked closely in!o its 
affairs1 and found every department in a highly satisfactory condition. 
• 
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The zealous and unremitted exertions of the superin tendent, s111pported by 
able and devoted co-operation on the part of all engaged in the ofiices of 
instruction and discipline, have maintained a steady progress in the way of 
improvements; and although it would seem that, in the period of time now 
allotted to the course of educatiou, neither the academic instruction nor the 
discipline can be extended or improved very materially, we may feel as-
snred that no efforts will be spared by the authorities of the institution which 
may tend to its further advanccmenL 
A board of visiters was, as usual, inv~ted to witness the annual examina-
tion of the cadets in June last. The report of a majority of that bo01rd is 
herewith annexed, (marked L,) aud also the report of a minority. 
']:'he practical instrnction afforded at this institution- independent, I mean, 
of that which properly appertains to the scientific instrnction, snch as the 
use of surveying or astronomical instruments-is becoming every day more 
• and more important to the military service of the country. It now consists 
of inf(mtry aud li~ht infantry drill and manmuvres; artillery drill and field 
manreuvres with norses; artillery practice with ordnance of all kinds; the 
preparations and works of the laboratory; fencing and the sword exercise; 
and riding, and cavalry drill and manceuvres. · 
In all these branches, nssiduow.; and persevering attention is paid to the 
instruction of the cadets; in consequence of which, they leave the academy 
prepared to enter, in the most efficient manner, upon their field duties as 
olficers. It is needless to say how important to the welfare of the military 
establishment is this state of preparation on the part of those who recruit 
the ranks of the otlicers. 
In another branch of military service, (namely, practical military engi-
neering,) there is, however, at the academy, a lamentable want of instruc-
tion. And as the introduction of this into the system of the academy re-
quires further legislation, 1 beg leave to repeat here the recommendation of 
my last annual report, in the hope that yon may bring again to the notice 
of Congress the project off01·ming a company of sappers:miners, and pon-
toniers. This project received at the last session the favorable action of 
one House; bnt, for want of time, was not taken up by the other. 
'l'he operations in practicttlmilitary engineering are of such a nature as 
to h<.<ve few analogies in civil life, of which the arts, trades, and customs, 
can therefore lend but little aid. The art of field engineering can be ac-
quired in no other way than by experience in face of an enemy, or by a. 
system of field labors got up expressly to teach it. And the great import-
ance of having a general diffnsion, among all the corps of the army, of at' 
least a portion of this k-nowledge, requires therefore that it should, without 
delay, be made a part of the practical course at West Point. 
The end may be accomplished in the following mode: At a proper season 
of the year, a portion of the cadets should be taken into the woods, and there 
taught to prepare, with thei11 own hani!s, every thing employed in the con-
struction of field-works, batteries, trenches, saps, &c. rrhese materials 
l1aving then been brought upon the open gronnd, shou ld be applied to ac-
tual constructions of the works mentioned. But here the labor would be-
come too great to be performed entirely by these youths, even if there were 
time to devote to such a performance of it. And this devPlops another 
feature, and pflrhaps the most important one, of the project now offered. In 
order to mount certain guards, and to attend to works of labor and heavy 
police, there is now at the academy a number of enlisted men, equal to one 
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company of artillery. Let this company be increased in number to one 
hundred, 1.1nd be pe~anently attached to the corps of engineers, as a com-
pany of suppers, miners, and pontoniers, under the designation of engi-
neer soldiers. Officered from the corps of engineers, this company should 
be instructed in all the practical labors appertaining to sapping, mining, and 
bridging ; and should receive, moreover, a school instruction. that would 
qualify them to direct tile labors of others, as well as apply their own. 
All the field-works at the academy planned and directed by engineer of-
ficers should be executed by these men, assisted in the lighter labors by 
the cadets. 
As a consequence of these labors, every oflicer graduating into the army 
would be capable, at any moment, of conducting, or at least participat-
ing in, those important works on which the safety of armies and the issues 
of campaigns so often depend-labors of which, having seen nothing, he 
has uow only vague or inaccurate notions. 
During a war, the men themselves, pt•rfectly exercised at the school in 
every branch of their duty, would, iu offensive movements, be placed with 
the van-gnard, to remove obstructions, throw bridges, repair roads, &c. ; in 
retreat, they would be with the rear-guard, in order to embarrass to the ut-
most the path of the pursner. In all assaults of forts, entrenchments, &c., 
they would accompany the elite, to facilitate access, by the many resources 
they had been taught to create and apply, and by personal intrepidity, of 
which they should be shining examples. In fortifying or repairing camps 
or positions, in prosecuting or resisting attacks by siege, in .forming mili-
tary bridges, and in every other circumstance of war, their services wonld 
be of the highest value. 
No nation, experienced in warfare, is without an abundant supply of 
these troops; and in those countries where their timely organizatiOn and 
instruction have been neglected, the consequent losses, embarrassments, and 
sufferings, in aetna! service, have been loudly proelaimed. 
But in our service, peculiar in many respects, it is probable the advan-
tages derived from th~sc soldiers would be quite as great in peace as in wa-r. 
In every f01 tification nuder c01:strnction, a small detachment, to act as 
overseer:> and master-workmen, would be of the highest advantage; and m 
the fit1ished works, a detachment of from one to' six trusty men, according 
to tho s1ze nt1d importance ot the work, would keep every thing in order, 
preventin~ dilapidation, and supplying repairs: in both cases producing an 
economy exceeding, beyond question, the expense incurred by the organ-
ization. 
With a few engineer-soldiers to take care of the fortifications and build-
ings, and one or two ordnance-soldiers to watch over the armament, many 
forts may dispense, in time of peace, with other garrisons. 'l'his arrange-
ment wtll enable the troops of the regime11ts to assemble in masses at st!it-
ab\e points, and will keep the works in condition to be fnlly occupied at 
any moment, and in a state of perfect efficiency. 
'l'he idea above explained is, therefore, 1st. To impart to the students 
at the Military Academy such practical knowledge of all the military con-
structions resorted to in actual warfttre that they shall, severally, be compe-
tent, when occasion presents, to give efficient aid in the erection of them ; 
of which instruction all graduates are now necessarily deprived. 2d. To 
organize ami instruct a body of engineer-soldiers, that in time of war shall 
conduct, in the most perfect manner, all the difficult and perilous labors 
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pertaining to their branch of service ; and in time of peace will afford the 
means whereby the instruction above mentioned may b• given to the cadets; 
constituting, at the same time, a body of auxiliaries, that, in the erection, 
preservation, and repair of public works, shall ~tford improved results at 
diminished cost. 
To this subject of forming a company of sappers, miners, and ponton-
iers, T purpose devoting a separate communication. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, 
Col. and Chief Engineer. 
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DOCUMENTS 
A.C<~MPAIKYING THE REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 
A. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE HUDSON RIVER. 
ENGINEER OFFICE, HUDSON RIVER lMI'ROVEMENT, 
Albany, N. Y., October 8, 1840. 
Sra : [n ~ompliance with the circular of the department, of the lOth 
ultimo, I have the honor to transmit 11 report of the progress made in the 
improvement of the navigation of the Hudson river, New York, during the 
year ending on the 30th of September, 1840 ;· together with a project for 
the further prosecution of the improvement in the year 1841. 
Progress of the 1oork.-The operations of last season were brought t() 
a close on the 21st of October, for the want of funds for carrying on the 
work; the balance of the appropriation of the year 1838 having become 
nearly exhausted. As no further appropriation bas been granted by Con-
gress for continuing this work, and my report of last year having brought 
the result of our labors down to the close of the month of September, 1839, 
it only remains to sho•v the progress made during the short period that 
operations continued in that year. The work was co,nfined exclusively tc>-
the middle section. 
Dam No. 2, connecting Lower Patroon island with the west shore, and 
the extension of the dam across the island, tqgether with 158 feet of the 
lower portion of dike No. 2, and forming the channel face of the island, 
were completed, and the revetment covered with sand and gravel. 1,968.2 
superficial yards of stone were laid in the revetment of the dam proper, 
and 1,037.6 superficial yards of rubble on the apron formed on the south. 
s1de of the same; 633.4 superficial yards of stone were laid in the revet-
ment of the extension of the dam; 500.1 superficial yards in the revetment 
of the dike; and 239.6 snperficial yards of rubble on the north terminating· 
slope, and the apron on the channel side. 
The navigation of the river commenced much earlier this season than 
usual, the first steamboat having passed down from Albany to New York 
on the 25th of February; the ice having left the vicinity of the former 
city on the 21st of the same month, without materinlly atfec~ing the works 
on the river. 
The spring freshets, with the breaking of the State dam above the city-
of 'l'roy, caused an accumulation of ueposite on some ot the shoals between 
that city and Albany; this was particularly the case on Round and Fish-
ho.use shoals, and below Lower Patroon island; the two latter obslructions 
bemg caused principally by the suspension of the work the present season. 
Upon an application of the corporation of the city of Troy, and at the ex-
pense of the authorities of that city, one of the Government steam·dredges 
was employed, in conjunction with the dredge belonging to the city of 'l'roy) 
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in excavating on the shoals mentioned, in order to afford temporary relief to 
1he navigation between the two cities. Dredge No. 3 was employed for 
this purpose between the 14th of July and the lOth of Angnst, inclusive; 
and, during that period, removed from the Round shoal 308 cubic vards of 
l!and and gravel, which were placed on the east shore, above the old dam 
~onnecting the head of Base island with the main; 2,088 cubic yards of 
the same material from Fish-house shoal, placed between Base island and 
the east shore; and 7,934 cubic yards of coarse sand from the shoal form-
ed opposite Bath, below Lower Patroon island: which last excavation was 
deposited at the south side of dam No. 2, and at the head of the southern 
portion of dike No. 2, in order to strengthen those two works. 'l'he slight 
damage sustained by dike No. 2 and dam No. 2, on this section, by the 
breaking up of the icc in the spring, and subsequent freshets, was repaired 
at the expense of the authorities of the city of Troy. 
On the lower section, the obstrnctions at Cuyler's bar have been in-
creased by the deposite of mnd in the river from the Albany basin. The 
depth of water over the Overslaugh bars continues to be maintained, and 
the navi~ation at those points uninterrupted at the lowest stage of water. 
The obstructions formed belo~v Castleton, in the month of January, 1839, 
:seem to be gradually wearing away. 
The project of opcrati(ms for the year 1841 is the same as that em-
braced in my la~t annual report. The estimate contains an aduitional smm 
for the purchase of two new hulls and frames of dredges, and for four 
dumping scows and twenty decked lighters, to supply the place of the ma, 
chinery worn out and disposed of at public and private sale. 
The annual statemPnt of the amounts expended, and sums available, to 
include the year ending on the 3l)th of September, 1840, together with the • 
general statement of appropriations, &c., of each year, up to the same 
period, as also the estimate of the amount rEquired to complete the project 
of operations for the year 1841, is herewith transmitted. 
All which is very respectfully submitted. 
HEN. BREWERTON, 
Col. Jos. G. ToTTEN, 
Captain Corps of Et~gineet'i. 
Chief Engineer, lVasltington. 
Prf!ject of <;perations for the year 1840, referred to in tlte foregoing 
report, and applicablr~ to the year 1841. 
u 'l'his is similar to that embraced in my report of last year; the only vari-
ations being as follows, viz: 
"Un the 2d section.- Theconstructior. of dam No.3, connecting Hillhouse 
island with the west shore-which, although not estimated for by the board 
of engineers, is necessary, in order to reduce tl!e head of water at dike No. 
1, at Port Schuyler, which would otherwise endanger the stability of that 
work, after the closing of the opeuing in the dike; the removal of 100 feet 
of the old Fish-house dam, or the distance it projects into the channel beyond 
the line of dike No. 2, which was not estimated for by the b'oard of engi· 
11ccrs. 
"On the 3d section.-Additional security is proposed to be given to dike 
No. 2, nt the Overslaugh, by placing 6,000 tons or rubble stones along its 
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base; extend dam No. 1 across Bop:art island, and m'odify the extenSion of 
dam No. 2 across Beacon island. Finally, the removal ofAuslin~s rock is 
proposed, which is not estimated for in the report of the board of engineers, 
but is stated may he necessary. A very accurute survey of this rock was 
made the past winter: it was found to contain (between its summit, which 
is about one foot below the plane of ordinary low water, and a plane taken 
eleven feet below that level) 1,580 cubic yards. It occupies a Vf!ry danger-
ous position for the navigation of the river, bein~ situated opposite the tail 
of dike No. 2, at the Overslaugh, and ahout mid-channel. Several Vt>ssels 
have been seriously injured by running upon this rock, the surface of which 
is rough and uneven. No work is contemplatrd to be done on the upper 
section the coming year, nnles3 circumstances should render it necessary. 
A recapitulatiou of those works proposrd to be constructed on the middle 
section is as follows, viz: To remove, by dredging, 50,000 cubic yards of 
the hcav}- deposite from Washington aJ~d Van Buren bars, and place the 
same behind dike No. 1, at Port Schnyler; close the opeuing in this dike; 
protect the channel shore of 650 running feet ot Hart's island, and 630 feet 
of the east shore above; protect 350 feet of the channel shore of Hillhouse 
island, and connect this island, by a darn of 836 feet in length, with the 
west shore; remove 10,000 cnbtc yards of the hea \'Y deposite from Round 
shoal; complete dike No. 2, rnnni11g between Upper nnd Lower Patroon 
islands, and excavate I 04,690 cubic yards of sand and gravel from Fish-
house shoal for tl11~ embankment of the same d1ke; remove 1110 feet of the 
old dam at Fish house shoal, or the distance it projects beyond the line of 
dike No.2. 
" On the lower section:~~ is proposPd to strengthen the bas!' of dike No. 2, 
at the Overslaugh; construct dtke No 4, runuing from dike No. 3, nenr the 
railroad depot at Albany, to Bogart island; aud excavate 10~,000 cubic 
yards of saud and gravel from Cnylt'r'.s bar, for the embankment of this 
wnrk; extend dam No. l acro'l~ S,1gart island, to join dtke No. 4; modify 
the exte11sion of dam No.2, across Beacon island, aud construct dam No.~. 
closin~ np Papscaunee creek; revet the chanuel shore of Beacon island, 
connecting dikes Nos. 1 aud :d nt the Overslaugh; protect 3,Ull0 running 
feet of the channel shore of the lower part of Papscann~e island ; take up 
SOU runuing feet of the old Overslau~h dam, 150 feet of Vau Wte'.s, and 700 
feet of Wi111.1ie's piers; re111ove Austin's rock to eleven feet below tht3 plane 
of ordirtary low wa!Pr; and dredge l~, l40 cubic yards from the upper and 
lower Over::-laugh bars for the embaukment of the extensiou of dam No. lJ 
the construction of dam No. 3, ami revettiug Beacon island. 
"The constrnctiou of a uew hull and frame for oue steam dredgE', of four 
dumping and niue deckPd lighters, aud the thorough repair ofthe machinery 
now in use, are estimated for iu the year 1840." 
Prnject of operatiolls for thR year 1 839, referred to in tiLe project for 1840J 
aud applicuble to the year lt:l41. 
. "On the npper section, it is not contemplated to perfi1rm any work, unless 
CJrct.tmstances should render it necessary; such as the obstruction of any 
port!lln o! the .chanuel way by the accunmbtion of gravel, upon the break-
wg up of the 1ce Ill the spring. 
"1'he greater weight ot the deposites on the middle section, when com-
pnred With those on the lower, will rendPr the removal 11f a considerable 
portion o1 the obstructious, by dredging, necessary, in addition to the quan-
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tity required to form the works entering into the scheme of improvement. 
But were these-deposites of less gravity, it is believed the large amount of 
matter left to the action of the floods on this section would be injurious to 
many portions of the river below, where the intensity of the current is less 
~han that generated by the artificial works. The most formidable of the 
obstructions existing between Troy and Albany being at Washington and 
Van Buren bars, and at Ronnd and Fish-house shoals, it is proposed to ex. 
cavate 50,000 cnbic yards on the two first-natned bars, in addition to 3,500 
cubic yards which ·will be required to fill up the opening in the dike at Port 
Schuyler; previous to closing which, however, the greater part of the exca-
vated matter will be deposited in the basin formed by this dike and the west 
shore, so as to be out of reach of the floods, and thus prevent its disturbing 
the channel in future. On the Round shoal it is contemplated to excavate 
10,000 cubic yards, and on Fish house shoalll6,910 cubic yards; the latter 
being- the quantity requisite to form the dike running between Upper and 
Lower Patroon islands. This work was estimated for in my report of last 
year, and was then proposed to be continuous; bnt, from the results ob-
tained this year, and in conformity with the views expressed in a former 
part of this report, an opening will be required similar to that contemplated 
in dike No. 1 at the Overslaugh. In connexion with this modification of 
the dike, the construction of a dam, 150 feet in length, between Upper Pa-
troon is,lnnd and the west shore, ami another between Lower Patroon island 
and the srrmc shore, of 750 feet in length, will be necessary; both of which 
works are included in the estimate of the board of engineers, but which 
would have been dispcnsPd with hlld the security of the ~dike permitted its 
constrnction being co11tinuous. The protection of 650 feet of the channel-
shore of Hnrt's i~>land, and of 630 feet of the east shore above, extending to 
near the bend, together with 350 feet of Hillhouse island, are estimated 
for: the two former works were included in my project of last year. 
"On the lower section, the estimate includes a balance of $3,7-11 12 for 
the completion of dike No. 2, at the Overslaugh; which, as previously 
stated, it is proposed to fiuish, if practicable, this season. 'rhe dike run-
ning frotH the main, near the railroad depot at Albany, to Bogart island, as 
descrihed in my last annual report, is again estimated for this year, with 
tl1e necessary modification of an opening for the passage of the water into 
the basin formed by the dike with Westerloo island, and the several works 
in conn ·'xinn therewith. In addition to 78,600 cubic yards of sand required 
for the formation of this dike, it is proposed to excavate 20,0UO cubic yards 
irom the udglJborhood of Cuyler's bar; making, in all, 98,600 cubic yards 
to be ta~el1 !~6Ii! the site of the new channel. In conncxion with the Over-
slaugh improvement, the estimate of this year includes the shutting up of 
Papscannee creek· straiuhtenincr and revetting anew the channel shores of 
' "' b l f Bouart and Beacon islands 1 protectina 3,000 feet of the cbnnne shore o 
the~::~ lower part of Papscannee island t' and removing ~00 feet of t~1e old 
Overslauah dam and !50 feet of VanWie's pier: all whtch works (wtth the 
exceptiont~ of protecting a portion of the shor'e of Pupscannee island)_ were} 
embraced in my project of last year. Preparatory t? the construct1011 of 
the \yorks for improving the bed of the river in t~e ~e1gh~orhoo~ of Castle-
ton, It will be necessary to remove 700 feet of Wumw's p1er, whtch has ac· 
cordingly been estimated for this year. . . 
"The constructiot.l of two addi1ional steam dredging-machmc~r aL"<i SI1l.1e_en 
lighters, is again emb1·aced in the estimate for the year 18391 togeLher With 
the thorough repair of the machinery now in use." 
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CLOSING HOG·ISLAND CHANNEL. 
ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Sullivan's lsland, October 17, 1839. 
S1R: Referring to your letter of Angu~t 31, I find instrJlclions to report 
"on the present state of the channel between Shute's Folly and Hog island; 
the changes that have been w.rought therein ; those now going on, if any; 
the effect of this channel upon the' shore of Sullivan's island and upon the 
channel elsewhere; the probable effects of closing this channel entirely or 
purtially; if any operations are, in yon r opinion, necessary or expedient, 
what are they, in detail, and what would be the cost; together with every 
other matter that you may think important or interesting." 
The passage between Shute's Folly and Hog island, at the point of ~e~a­
rntion from Cooper river, is broad and deep, but gradually contracts, lll Its 
course towards the lower harbor, to five hundred yards in width. It then 
spreads over the extensive shoals off Haddrtl!l's point, and enters the bay 
through two months. There ·are forty. five feet water in this cha_nnel! at 
low tide, from Cooper river to the gorge above mentioned. Belp~ tins pomt, 
the depth gradually diminishes as the width increases. There Is, however, 
water enough to admit any vessel that can enter the harbor. 'rhe marsh 
through which it passes is alluvial, and yields readily to the action of water. 
The city wharves, whicll project into Cooper river about the point of 
separation, and the current from Town creek, which enters diagonally from 
the opposite side, act conjointly in deflecting the water towards Hog island 
channel, and have, without doubt, caused the enlargement of its dimen· 
-wns. There is reason to apprehend that, if measures are not taken to pre-
vent it, this channel will become larger than that which passes the city, and 
that depositos of sand and mud in front of the wharves wonld follow as a 
11ecessary consequence. 'l'he most respectable authority establishes, beyond 
dispute, that Hog· island pass has been gradually increasing for many years 
past. An English map of 1776, now before me, shows the breadth of the 
channel, at the narrowest part, to have been at that time two hundred and 
twenty'yards. Bache's excellent map, from surveys made in 1825 at the 
same point, makes the breadth four hundred and eighty-three yards; exhib-
Jtmg an enlargement of two hundred and sixty·three yards in fifty one years. 
'rhe English mnp already referred to lays down the followin~ dimensions 
of Shute's Folly: Greatest length from east to west, one mile and a half; 
greatest breadth, six hundred and sixty yards. The dimensions taken from 
t~e American map make the greatest length seventeen hundred and sixty-
IX yards, and width four hundred and twenty·five y;uds. The decrement 
10 length appears to have. been caused by the wearmg away of the south-
eastern eitremJty of the 1sland, and to exceed half a mile. 'l'he decrease 
of breadth is two hundred and thirty-five yards. The opposite marsh has 
wa~hed aw~y twenty·eight ynrds. These two amounts make up the amount 
of.mcrease m the channel. It has not been possible to ascertain with cer-
tamty ~o what extent the channel has increased in depth. All1ongst the 
resolutions adopted in 1775 for the defence of Charleston we find one for 
closing Hog.islaud channel, to prevent the approach of the sloops·of-w<\r 
'l_'amar and Cherokee, which nt that time threatened an attac~ npon the 
c1ty. This resolution was partitllly executed by sinking four hulks in the 
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channel; one of these, however, before sinking, was taken pos'lession of by 
the boats of the Tamar, and h~wed iuto "shoal umler." Both of these sloops· 
of-war had, at. this time, warped iuto Hog-island channel from the outer 
h11rbor, and opened a fire upon those who were engaged in siuking the 
hulks. As the bar iR at the lower end: no farther obstruction presented it-
self in their passag-e to Cooper ri\'er. Although they were called "sloops-
of-war," there is reason to b~lieve that they were smaller ships than those 
of the present day of that class; for we fi11d, in the sam1! authority from 
which the ahove is derived, that one carried " 16 gnus," and the other "6 
cannon." Whatever may llave been the increase of depth in this channel, 
enough is known of the enlargement c,f its breadrh to render it i\11 object of 
serious concern, and to call for a speedy application of the p10per measures 
for arresting its farther progress. 'l'be cnuses which nre supposed to have 
produced the enlargemeut of Hog-island channel srill exist; it cannot rea-
sonably be expected, therefore, that tl1eir effects should cease, but ruther (that 
they will) coutinue to angmeut tllltrl thP worst fears of those interested are 
realized. If these views are com~ct, delny will increase the expense of a 
work which must ultimately bP constructed. 
'fhe supposed influeuce of Hog isl;:nd chaunel in cnusing the destruction 
of Sullivau's island, forms a ptut of a rPport alrr>ady submitted to the de-
partment. It may not be amiss here to add, that expl:'rin1ents have been 
made to ascertain if this current strikes the island. A floating body was 
placed in Hog-island channel on the ebb-tide, and its conrse accurately 
noted. If the line thns traced indicates thP direction of the current, it does 
not impinge against Sullrvan's island, but passes it at the distance of three 
or four hundred yards. 
A large volume of water is withdmwn from the ship-channel through 
Hog island pass, the loss of wl1ich must ultimately canse the formation of 
shoals. 
It is stated, upon respectable authority, that the middle ground lying be-
tween Shute's Folly aud l<,ort Johmton is increasing, especially at the up· 
per end. If this is the case, it rnnst be ascribed to the same cause which 
is operating in front of the city wllarws. 
In fi>rming an opinion of the probable effects of pnrtiall~· or entirely clos-
ing Hog-island pass, it will be useful to inquire wllat was the situarion of 
the interior ha1 bor at a period wlien this clmunel was small, and received 
but liule of the water of Cooper river. From the best information I have 
been ablt> to procure, it appears that tire depth of water opposite the city was 
then greater than it now is, uud that the change hns bPen effected by drpos· 
ites of s~md and mud. As yet, l10wever, no iuconvenienee has been occa-
sioned hy these deposites; bnt there is no security for the future, should 
they continue to accmuulate. The qnautity of water flowing through Hog-
isLmd channel has undoubtedly grPatly inc:reased; wl!ile that which passes 
the city has diminished, and the power of the current decreased in propor-
tion. .Ench channel will adapt itself to the volnme of water it is required 
to discharge-the one, hy wearing- away tile euclosing hauks; the other, by 
its inability to remove them, will be obstructed hy dt-positPs~ If these views 
are correc't, the closing of Hog-island channel, by restorm~ to the channel 
opposite the city its original volume of water, will give it also its former 
dimensions. It cannot be doubted that the cnrrent ot Cooper river, if un-
divided, is capable of displacing those deposites which have heen made in 
front of the wharves, and of preventing such formations in future. From. 
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the effects already prodnced, and those that may be anticipated from the 
further enlargement of Hog-island channel, I am clearly of the opinion that 
it should be effectually closed. This may be done by grillages loaded witl:t. 
rough stones. 
An estimate is herewith submitted. So long as this channel remains. 
open, the efficiency of Castle Pinckney, in protecting the city against the 
approach of an enemy by water, is rendered nugatory; since not more than 
one gun of that battery can be brought to bear upon a vessel in this chan-
nel; and that, at so great a distance as to do little execution. 
Should the many advantages of Charleston for such an establishment 
ever cause it to be selected as the site of a navy yard, its location must be 
in the inner harbor; and the proposed work derives additional importance 
from the security it will give to that part of th13 harbor against the sea, whicl:t. 
now rolls in between Hog island and the opposite marsh. • . 
If this work be constructed, it may be made the basis of a road; and, be-
ing connected by causeways with Haddrell's point and Castle Pinckney, 
will eitablish a valuable communication between that work and Fort Moul-
trie. It would also f<tcilitate the intercourse between Charleston and the 
opposite side of Cooper river, which is now carried on by means of small 
boats. 'l'he length of ferry and the difficulty of navigation are sources of 
serious inconvenie:1ce. 
In addition to those works already recommended for the improvement 
of Charleston harbor, I beg leave to call the attention of the department t<> 
another, which appears worthy of consideration : it is, the construction of 
a breakwater from Cummings's point to Fort Sumter. 
This work, in connexion with the proposed breakwater over Drunken 
Dick, will add essentially to the security of the e-xterior harbor; will effect-
tlally protect the east side of Jm-pes island, and supersede the necessity of 
the work recommended for that purpose. Its location should be upon the 
shoal which extends from the point to the site of Fort Sumter. Reference 
to a map of the harbor will enable you to form a proper estimate of the 
value of such a work. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. BOWMAN, 
Captain of Engineers. 
Col. J. G. ToTTEN, 
Chief Engineer. 
Estimrxte. 
Palmett:> logs, 472,850 feet, at 10 cents per 100ft. 
Carpentry of grillag-es, 2,898 days, at $1 25 per diem 
Iron bolts, 29,400 ponnds, at 6 cents per pound -
Stone, (rongh,) 29,342 tons, at $3 75 per ton - -
Labor in receiving and placing those stones which cannot 
be deposited on the grillage from the vessel, 1,666 days, 









A. H. BOWMAN, 
Captain of Engineers. 
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c. 
OHIO RIVER, ABOVE THE FALLS. 
OHIO RIVER htPROVEliiENT, 
Pittsburg, November 5, 1840. 
SIR: I am gratified in being able to assure yon of the continuance of the 
;same favorable results, stated in my last annual report, relative to the per-
manent improvements arising from the dams constructed at Brown's island, 
White's ripple, and Captina island. '!'here having been no additional 
funds appropriated for the prosecution of the improvement o( the naviga-
tion of the Ohio river above the falls, it became necessary for you to direct 
:;ome final disposition to be made of the public property. In accordance 
with the !jirit of your instructions, I have disposed of nearly all of it, ex-
eept the engines and machinery of the snag-boat. The hulls of the steam 
~nag·boat are advertised for sale, hut not yet disposed of. Notwithstanding 
1heir great original cost, it will be impo~sible to realize more than a few 
hundred gollars for them. The public property which has been retained 
is such as can be kept without deteriorating. Whilst it would take nine 
<>r ten thousand dollars to replace it when again wanted, it would not fetch 
~t present, if ~old, more than $2,000. In regard to the future resumption 
of th{'se works, it may be Gesirable to know the least possible amount which 
could be advantageously applied; I think that not less than $20,000 need 
be appropriated. I would find no difficulty in expending any amount be-
twcP.n that sum and my estimate of last year for $312,000. 
'I'he amount available on the 30th September, 1839, $1,004 08, and the 
proceeds of sales of public property, $3,250 91, make $4,254 99; of which 
amount, $4,094 93 had been expended on the 30th September, 1840, leav-
ing a balance of $160 06. This balance, tog{'ther with the proceeds of 
some sales made since the !:lth October last, will pay for taking down the 
engines of the steam snag-boat, and for securely storing and safekeeping 
the same: and some other public property, up to the 1st of August, 1842, if 
11ecessary. 
Respectfully submitted. 
Col. JosEPH G. ToTTEN, 
JOHN SANDERS, 
Captain Engineers. 
Gkiif Engiueer, Washington, D. C. 
D No.1. 
OHIO AND MISSISSIPPI RIVERS, BETWEEN LOUISVILLE AND NEW 
ORLEANS. 
ST. Lours, October 31, 1840. 
SIR: Agre€ably to your request, I herewith proceed to report th~ c.ondi-
lion of the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi nvers1 
1rom Louisville to New Orleans, on the 30th September, 1840. 
The snag. boat Archimedes left St. Louis on the 3d December, 1839, and 
-proceeded to the mouth of the Ohio river, where she arrived and com-
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menced operations on the Mississippi river, below the Ohio river, on the 
11th of that month; having been detained on her passage tlown from St·. 
Louis by a low stage of water. That boat continued to work in the Mis-
sissippi river until the 18th of January, 1840, when she proceeded to the 
Arkansas river. During the time that boat remained in the Mississippi 
river, she removed from its channel 300 snags, and felled from its caving 
banks 2,966 trees. The latter work was done by the crew of the Archi-
medes at times when the driftin!; ice was so heavy in the river that, it was 
imfi:acticable to remove snags from its bed. 
The snag-boat Heliopolis left New Albany, Indiana, where she had been 
repaired on the 14th December, 1839, and proceeded to the mouth of the 
Ohio, where she arrived on the 2~d, being detained by a low stage of water 
in the Ohio river, and, when arriving in the Mississippi river, found the 
drifting ice so heavy as to prevent her from working until the 28th, when 
9 snags were removed. The ice was then again so heavy ns to prevent 
the boat from working until the 6th of January, 1840. The Heliopolis 
continued to work in the Mississippi river, below the Ohio river, until the 
31st March. During that time, there were SOH snngs removed from the 
bed of that river, and 6,718 trees felled from off its caving-in banks. The 
latter work was done by the crew of the boat at such times as the ice was 
too heavy, or the water too high, to work the boat at removing snags. By 
a reference to the monthly reports of the captains of those snag boats, the 
Archimedes and Heliopolis, it will be seen that the aggregate number of 
snags removed during the time they worked was 1,108, and the number of 
trees felled from the banks was 9,684. 
The result of the above enumerated work placed the navigation of that 
river in a safer condition than it had been at any previous time, which will 
he seen by a reference to Capt. R. E. Lee's report after his examination of 
that river last winter. The snags, or nearly all of them that he reported, 
were removed by the snag-boats after he passed down the river on his tonr 
of examination. 'l'he unusually high freshets of the last spring c.nd summer 
have doubtless caused the banks to cave in extremely, and brought many 
snags into the Mississippi from its numerous tributaries; so that the accu-
mulation of the last year must have been greater than usual. I would, 
therefore, resper.tfully beg leave to recommend an appropriation by the 
next session of Congress, (as per the accompanying estimate, amounting to 
$37,000,) to continue the improvement of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; 
which will, if longer delayed, be attended with much greater expense to the 
Government, by the continued accumulation, and the decay of the snag· 
boats while lying idle for want of means to operate with; and the loss of 
property to the navigators of the river must amount to a very great sum. 
~must beg leave respectfully to call the attention of the department to my 
cla1m for the invention of the snag-boat, which was patented to me on 
the 12th September, 18~8, investing in me the exclusive privilege of the 
llSe of that invention, which is sanctioned by the constitution, and con-
fo~mable.to the laws of Congress. 1 see no reason why I should not be 
pa1d a fan compensation for the use of that machine by the Government; 
and. therefore hope that some provision will be made at the approaching 
sess1on of. Congress to do me justice, which is all I ask. 
I am, sn, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
Col. Jos. G. ToT'rEN, 
HENRY M. SHREVE. 
Chief Engineer, lVashiugto1l. 
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Estimate of funds relfllirttd lo continue the improvement of the na11igatwt& 
rif tha Ohio and Mi!sis:rippi rivers, frrnn Louisville to New Orleans, 
duriug the year 1841. 
1. Repairing snag boats previous to commencing work - - 5,000 00 
2. Working two snag boats 6 months, at $·2,2511 per month each 27,000 00 
3. Contingent expenses, pay of superiuteudent, &c. - 5,000 00 
D No.2. 
$37,00() 00 
HENRY M. SHREVE. 
OHIO AND MISSISSIPPI RIVERS, FROM LOUISVILLE TO NEW ORLEANS. 
Mr3SISSIPPI RrvER, November 20, 1839. 
SIR: At the time my other duties permitted me to visit the works on the 
Ohio under the superintendeuce of Captain Shreve, the river was nearly 
threE' feet above low water. · 
The dam at the head of Cumberland island having been repaired and 
completed last fall, its effect has been very beneficial, and the channel at 
the head of the island nJUch improved. Little effect has been produced 
upon the shoal at the foot of the island, which is now one of the greatest 
obstructions to the navigation of the river, and the projected pier to pre-
vent the too sudden expansion of the water after passing the island ought 
to be constructed. 
The dam at the T!tree Sisters has entirely removed the shoal that for-
merly existed at this poiut, and has become strengthened by an accu.mula-
tion of sand a11d gravel, which renders it permuuent. 
A breach has been made throngh the darn at Three-mile island, through. 
which was the deepest chanuel at the time of my iu pection. It was but 
partially constructed in U:l33 aud 1834, and inteuded to concentrate the 
water at the foot of the island~ from which extended a gravelly shoal. 
'I'he yielding of the darn still allows its expansion, which would be pre-
vented by its rPpair and completion. 
The effect of thB two piers at Sc11jJletown has been entirely successful in 
removing the bar at that place, which was formerly oue of the greatest 
obstntctions on the river. One of the piers requires to l::e raised. 
A beneficial effect has also been produced by the piers at Frenc!t island, 
though in their pre~ent condition they but imperfectly answer the purpose 
for which they were coustmcted. A settlement has taken place in both 
piers, which reqmres tht·m to be raised. 
The sucee'ts of the plan of improvement, where it has been fairly tried, 
viz: the Thrre Sislf'rs, Sc,'.fftetnwn, and H·ench island, shows its im· 
portance if fully carried out. These were once among the worst points 
on the river, and they now offer an impediment to the navigation. A 
similar result might be anticipated at the others that have been mentioned, 
were the works completed. There are other points on the river that much. 
, need improvement ; among the worst of which arc Plint-~land bar. 
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'W.txzsh.islmzd b(Jr, Albany bar, &c. The completion of the system that 
IIIII been adopted, and the removal of the logs, &c. from the bed of the 
ti•er, would insnre to the navigation of the Ohio a depth of three and 
l·half feet at low water. 
Mississippi river, belmo tlte mouth of the Ohio.-My examination qf 
'dais part of the river has been just completed. 'l'he operations of the snag· 
boats w~re so energetically prosecuted during the favorable season last fall 
and spring, that few snags are visible at the present low stage of the river. 
The whole number from the mouth of the Ohio to New Orleans does not 
exceed five hundred, and many of these, at a little higher stage of the 
river, would be below the draught of the largest boats. Nothing can more 
ttrongly show the benefits that have been produced by the operations of 
()aptain Shreve, than a comparison between the present state of the river 
ancl its condition ten years ago. These advantages are not. confined to the 
IJavigation by steamboats, but are enjoyed in an equal degree by the great 
Jrade carried on in flat-boats, in which so large a part of the produce of 
1be upper country descends the river. I am informed by some of the 
oldest boatmen that the river was never so clear of snags as at present; 
llld, indeed, the few that remain scattered over its great length can hardly 
lie said to offer any obstruction. The whole number that have been 
removed the past year amounts to 5,056; and the number of trees felled 
from the falling bunks to 1,103. Of these, 4,097 snags and 967 trees have 
been taken from the Mississippi, and 959 snags and 136 trees from the 
Ohio. • 
The great danger to navigation llO\V consists in the logs, stumps, roots, 
tc., lying on the bottom of the river, which, at extreme low water, {Hove 
wry destructive. At some places, viz: islands Nos. 2t, 37, &c., they are 
lbewed over the whole bed, and are as unyielding as rocks. The depth of 
water nt thc~e points, at the lowest stages of the river, is not more than 
JeqlJired by the middle class of boats; and several have been wrecked 
during the last year upon this species of obstruction-the " Dodge," 
"Czar,"" Rolla," and "Havana," at the first point; and the "Naples" and 
•Louisville" at the second. 'l'he Czar and the Louisville were not lost. 
As th~se obstructions are only dangerous at extreme low water, and their 
loeation not even then always discernible, their removal, for the same rea-
lOlls, is rendered more difficult, and, perhaps, in some cases impracticable. 
ow that the danger from snags is removed, it would, however, prove 
more beneficial than any other operation. 
As the banks of the river become cleared and cultivated, the annual 
umulation of snags will be diminished; but, in many cases, that very 
1!'h'.illi.,. ...... will augment the obstructions created by logs and stumps. By 
ng down the trees, the form:1tion of snags is prevented, as they are 
formed but by those trees that are anchored by the weight of the 
elnb attached to their roots until they become firmly imbedded in the 
bottoftl.ofthe river. But the danger is not removed. 'l'he snag is visible, 
readily avoided, and easily eraditated. The stump, on the other hand, is 
covered, and the breaker it produces is difficult to be distinguished from 
&be roll of the water. If it falls in deep W(!ter, no injury can result; but in 
lhonl parts of the river, it is liable to prodnce the greatest damage. If the 
whole country were cleared for some distance back, and the stumps had 
dme to decay before they were reached by the encroachment of the river, 
can be no doubt but that both kinds of obstructions would 8e re-
• 
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moved; but partial clearances, especially where the banks are (1St :wearing 
away, are, in my opinion, unadvisable. The small abrasion of the banks 
of the lower part of the river, and the absence of snags, does not altogether 
result from their being cleared. Below the mouth of Red river, the shores 
are partly composed of a tenacious clay; the fall of the river is less, its 
width uniform, and, though its waters are augmented by the Ohio, White, 
Arkansas, Yazoo, and Red rivers, but little gr~ater than the average width 
above St. Louis; it conseqnently has more ~epth. The deep water is 
generally in the centre! the channel seldom varies, and the current is 
diminished; the regimen of the river is consequently more nearly estab-
JislJPd than above, and it is natural that the banks should wear less. 
These are the principal considerations that have constrained me to 
dissent from the expediency of clearing the falling banks. They are 
offered with hesitation, as they differ from the opinions formed by those 
officers whose opportunities and long experience entitle them to greater 
weight, and for the sole purpose of presenting t~e subject to you in all its 
bearings. 
I beg leave, in conclusion, to recommend that the Mississippi, between 
the mouths of the Ohio and Missouri, be embraced within the superin· 
tendeuce of Captain Shreve : this will add but little to the cost of his 
operations, as the snag-boats pass and repass over that portion of the river 
on their passage to the Missouri, when they could remove the snr.go: that 
may obstruct the navigation, without inconvenience or loss of time. 
I have annexed a tabular statement, showing the location and number of 
the principal snags that are now visible below the mouth of the Ohio, iu 
which the shoal parts of the river that are obstructed by logs, &c. are 
referred to. 
All of which is respectfully submitted: 
Col. JosEPH G. ToTTEN, 
R. E. LEE, Captain Engineers. 
Chirf Engineer, Washington City, D. C. 
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Table showing the location, numhm·, ~~c., of the principal snags in the 




Above island No. 1 1 
Foot of island No. 10 - 0 
Above Reddle's point - 7 
At Reddle's point 4 
Island No. 14 - 9 
Island No. Ii:l - 7 
Bend at head of island No. 21 - 8 
Island !'{o. 21 3 
Bend at the foot of island. No. 21 4 
East bend below Needham's cut· 
off 8 
East bend at island No. 25 4 
East bend below island No. 27- 2 
Between Flower island and Ar-
kansas shore - 10 
Wc,t bend at i~land No. 34 4 
Chute at island No. 37 • 12 
Foot o!: President island 1 
llack island 6 
Bend below Commerce 12 
Ccuncil bend 13 
West bend above Grand cut-off 3 
Grand Cut-off bend 13 
Walnut bend 0 
Ship Island bend • 4 
St. Francis Island bend 9 
Mouth of St. Francis river • 2 
West bend above Yazoo pass • 20 
Horseshoe bend • 20 
Bend bdow islands Nos. 62 and 
63 6 
East bend at island No. 64 14 
Bend above island No. 66 5 
:Bend below islands Nos. 67 and 
68 20 
Foot of island No. 69 • 15 
First bend below island No. 69 4 
East bend at islands Nos. 70 and 
71 10 
First bend below island No. 71 14 
Bend below mouth of White 
river • 8 
East bend 11t island No. 74 8 
East bencl at island No. 76 6 
Bend at Yellow bank - 3 
Bind abov11 i'land No. 82 2 
















In the channel. 
Shoal, obstructed by logs, &c. "Chillicothe,. 
wrecked. 
In the channel. 
Obstructed by logs, &c. " Hud~on" and 
"New York" wrecked at this point. 
ln the chatmel. Banks falling in. 
Three in the channel. 
Four in the chan·nel, and four in the bend. 
Very shoal, ob>tructed by Jogs, &c. "Doclge," 
" Czar," and "Havana," wrecked at this 
point. The" Czar" was raised. 
Bank falling; breakers of logs, &c., ana 
wreck of the " Rolla" viBible. 
In the channel, and generally small. 
Bank falling in. "Argo" wrecked at this . 
point. ' 
Shoal, and filled with Jogs, &c. The wreck 
of the "Naple5" visible. The "Louis-
ville" ,nagged on her last lrip, but not lost. 
In the channel. Bank falling in. 
Bank tailing in. 
"McFarlane" wrecked :l.t the head of the 
beud. 
"Jefferson" wrecked in 183-l. 
Generally ne&r the shore. 
Generally near the shore. 
Just above tbe mouth of the. A rkansas. 
Not far from shore. 





Loeation. ,0 ~ ....... 
Remarks, &c. ..: ~O..<:l 
.8 ,::so a .,.,., Ci)...t::..C:: 
"' .......... -z Q -
Bachelor's bend - - 4 Shirt·tail bend - - - 6 ' Head of islands Nos. 86 and 
87 - - - - 50 
West bend above Princeton . 4 516 
lVest bend above Bunch's cut-
oif - - - . 7 528 West bend at island No. 92 - 6 530 Slack Island reach . - 6 548 Bend below Prov1dence . 8 550 East bend at island No. 95 - 4 
East bend below island No. 95 7 
West bend at islands Nos.96 and 
97 - - - - 6 Head of island No. 98 - - 6 Bend above island No. 100 - 3 Milhken's bend - - . 3 603 
East bend at My Wife's island - 3 
West bend above the mouth of 
the Yazoo - - - 5 610 




R. E. LEE, 
Captain of En.:,nineera. 
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E. 
ARKANSAS RIVER. 
ST. Lours, 0d4ber at, 1840. 
SIR : I have the honor to transmit to the department n report of the 
condition of the navigation of the Arkansas river, on the 30th of September,' 
1840. 
- 'l'wo machine-boats, with a keel-boat, were despatched from Louisville, 
Kentucky, with a crew of men, ana stores for subsistence, tools, &c., in 
J;>ecernber last, for the Arkansas river; bnt did not reach the Arkansas 
river until the 5th of February, having been detained by the drifting ice 
in the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 'l'he Archimedes closed her operations 
in the .Mississippi river on the 18th day of January, and proceeded up that 
river to assist the machine-boars down through the ice, and reached the 
Arkansas river on February 8; towed the machine and keel-boats up to 
'J'weed water bend, som~ two hundred miles above Little Hock, where she 
commenced work on the 18th, and contiuued to work down the rivP.r to its 
mouth, where she arrived on the 31st of March. During that time, 34.3 
snags were removed from the bed of the river, aud 8,815 trees were felled 
from its banks, by the crew of that boat. D11ring the same time, the machine-
boats removed bnt 3 snags; the river ueing too high to work that descrip-
tion of boats. They were laid up at Pilttersou's falls, and the keel boat, 
with the crew, proceeded down the river, until the 3lst of March; during 
which time ti27 snags were cut away from nuder the banks of the river. 
and from the shores, and 12,394 trees were felled from the caving in banks: 
making the aggregate nUluher of snags laken from the bed of the river 34.6; 
the number of snHgs cut from under the banks and shores 827; and the 
num!1er of trees felled from the caving in bauks 21,209. The improvement 
in the navigation of that river has been very great since the commence-
ment of operatious in it in the fall of 1833. lt then presented a forest of 
snags, thro11ghont i!!> whole course, for some three hundred miles from its 
mouth. lt is now free frflm snags, except in a few bends, where the banks 
cave in to a great extent. Still it is a dangerous navigation at a low stage 
of water, there being a great number of logs and roots lying on the bottom, 
which can only be removed at extremely low water by a light-draught 
snag-boat, and machine-boats worked by hand. To effect which, it will be 
necessary to build a sna0'-boat for the express purpose, and to keep her in 
the river during the wh"'ole year, to take advantage of the different stages 
of water, and to work two machine-boats with the crew of the snag-boat, 
when the water is too low to work the steamboat, (which is the case some 
!hree months iu each year.) An estimate for building such boat, and work:-
mg ber in the Arkansas one year, is herewith trausmitted, amounting to 
the sum of $57,37 4. 
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your oLediPnt "rrvant, 
HENRY M. SHREVE,. 
Col. Jos. G. 'l'oTT~:N, 
Chief Engineer, Was/,ington. 
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Estimate of the funds r£;quired for building and working a sna{{·boat 
one year i11 the Arkansas river, and tDorking two mac/Line-boats during 
lQW water. 
I. For building snag-b<Jat, with engines complete for the same 
2. For painting same 
3. For anchors, cables, chains, tackle, &c. 
4. For wages of captain one year 
5. For two steam engineers -
6. F'or pilot -
7. For two mates 
8. For one carpenter and one blacksmith 
9. For cook -
10. For twenty-four laborers, at $18 per month - -
11. For subsistence for 3~ men twelve months, at $10 per month 
12. f'or cordage, blocks, tackle, iron, steel, and stone-coal 
13. For engitJe stores - - -
14. For 3,!fUO cords of wood, at $2 50 per cord 

















HENRY M. SHREVE. 
F. 
RED RIVER; 
ST. Louts, October 31, 1840. 
Sm: In conformity with your reqnest, I proceed to report the conditi()n 
of the great raft in Red river on the 30th September, 1840. 
In April, 1839, the navigation was opened, und no obstruction to the 
navigatiou oi steamboats was then met with throughout the whole line of 
the raft. In July following, there was a high freshet in that nver, which 
brought down a large quantity of floating timber, and formed a lodgment 
uta narrnw point, some four miles below the head of the original great 
raft, to such exteflt a3 to close the navigation some months. After that 
lodgment was made, the citizens of the State of Arkansas raised a sum of 
money, ancl employed two steamboats to work on the river: they suc-
ceeded in opening thP- navigation ; which, however, remained open but 
a few weeks, when a second freshet again closed the navigation. 
'l'he State of Louisiana, I have been informed, has since made an attempt 
to opet. the navigation through the raft last formed, which was about one 
mile in length; but failed in the attempt, from causes unknown to me. The 
navigation is now closed, and will in all probability remain so, until fur-
ther appropriations be made by Congress for completing that work. For 
.a plan' of my views of that important work, I beg leave to refer the depart-
ment t.o my report on that subject dated June 12: 1839,* together with my 
estimate accompanying that report, which will also be about as near the 
• Tl· is report Will be found among the Senate documents of the 1st session of the 26tll. 
Congres~, doc~me1t No. 11 page 205. It is not thought necessary to report it here. 
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amount required as I could estimate. I would therefore earnestly recom-
mend that appropriations for that object be made at the earliest possible 
day, as delay will increase the accumulation of obstructions, and increase 
the expense of opening the navigation, and placing the river in such con-
dition as to prevent a further accumulation of raft in its bed; which, I have 
no douht, can be effected on the plan furnished in my report of 12th June, 
1839, above referred to. 
The steamboat Eradicator, and other property belonging to the United 
States, and formerly used for the removal of the raft, (a schedule of which 
is this day transmitted to the dei?artment,) has been placed in as good con-
dition as- practicable: and laid up for safekeeping, at the smallest possible 
expense, agreeably to instructions from the department dated 24th July 
last. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. SHREVE. 
Col. Jos. G. ToTTEN, 
Cltief Engineer, Washington . 
.Estimate of funds requi7·cd for the improvement of tiLe navigation oj 
Red river, during the year 1840. 
1. For reimbursing the amounts .exceeded in the impro\·e-
ment of the river in 1839 - $11,169 15 
2. For repairing, refitting snag-boat Eradicator, and safe-
keeping the same - - - - -
3. For working that boat 8 months, at $2,~00 per month -
4. For wages of 2 assistant superintendents, at $100 per 
montll each, 6 months on shore 
5. For wages of 4 sub-assistants, or overseers, 6 months, at 
$50 per month 
6. For wages of 2 carpenters and 2 blacksmiths, same time, 
at $50 per month 
7. For wagei? of 4 cooks, same time, at $30 per month each 
8. For wages of 150 laborers, 6 months, at $20 per month 
each 
9. For subsistence for 164 men, 6 months, at $10 per 
month each -
10. For 4 keel-boats to quarter men in, fitted up complete, 
at $650 
11. For 15 dozen shovels, at $12 
12. For iron and coal to fit up wheelbarrows 
13. For lumber to make works for stopping bayous, 100,000 
feet, at $40 per 1,000 
14. For 40 kegs of nails, spikes, &c., at $9 per keg 
15. For G dozen axes, at $22 - -
16. For 10,000 lbs. cordage, at 18 cts. 


















HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent .. 
ST. Louis, June 12, 1839. 
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G. 
111ISSOURI RIVER. 
LoursvrLLE, December 23, 1839. 
Sm: I have the honor to report to the department the progress made by 
the snag-boats Heliopolis and Archimedes in the improvement of the navi-
gation of the Missouri river during the present year; together with the 
condition of that river after that work _was done, with my opini01~ of the 
plan necessary to be pursued to complete that important improvement to-
the greatest possible extent. All which is respectfully submitted. 
Agreeably to your instructions, the sung-boat Heliopolis commenced the 
improvement of thP. Missouri river on the 1 Gth of March last; that boat 
worked up to Wellington, a distance of about 325 miles, and returned 
to the~ mouth of the Missouri on tile 1st of Jnly, having removed from the 
main channel of the river 1,198 snugs, and felled from the caving in banks 
(at times when the boats could uot work at the snags) 1,54c1 trees. The 
Hmmmt of expenditnres hy the lleliopolis, after making all the necessary 
repairs to place the boat in the same condition as she WitS when she entered 
on that servicr, was ~9,n4 83. 
The snag-boat Archimedes arrived at St Louis, from the Arkans>~s river, 
on the 1st of June; was repaired and refitted, and commenced operations 
111 the Mi:>souri nver on the 25th of that month; that boat workrd np the 
river to Blne river bnr, (d istaut 385 miles,) where she arrived on the 21st of 
August; and, finding the water ~o low ns to prevent her from ascending 
the river :fimher up, from that place slw returned down the river, removing 
all the snags that could be approached at the then low stage of water; it 
being so shoal on many of the bars, tbat the boat gronuded, ·and conld not 
pass over them by any other rneaJJs than by hauling over with cables <'l.nd 
anchors, by the assi stance of the steam-windlasses of the boat. In this 
manner she wns able to work down as far ns the bar immediately below 
the mouth of the Osage river, where she was delayed from the 29th of 
September to the Sth of October, wlwn a rise of water of about three feeL 
enabled her to procem.l on to the mouth of the river, where she arrived on 
the 17th of tllat month, having removed in her passage, np and down, 
1,047 snags from tile bed of the river, nnd felled 64 trees : which, ::dded to 
the uumber removed by the Heliop·Jlis, produced an a~gregnte of 2,245· 
snags removed, aud l ,GUS trees felled from the caving banks. 'l'he amount 
of expenditnres hy the Archimedes, after repairing the boat, WDS $I 11,25 t :::4: 
making the total amnnnt of expc>uditure!'l ill the Missouri river $19,996 17. 
A In rge portion of 1 he snags removed were tnkcn from the most dangerous 
places in that part of the river tllrongh whieh the boats worked, by which 
a very great improvement has beeu mnde in the navigation. There arc 
still some four or five dangerous placrs witl1in that part of the river; 
two of them where recent chang-es of the channel have made it neces-
sary for boats to pass among<>t the suags at very low water, but they are 
shunned at a higher stage. 
'l'Jte channel or the Tl\'C r iR, howrwer, liable to shift its conrse at every 
rise-of water, forcin;!' its way thrnngh sand-bauks, and uncovering snags 
that are imbedded in -them; creating thereby new obstrnctions with wh1ch 
the navigators have to contend, being obliged to rnn their boars among 
them to find a sufficient depth of water. The river flows through an allu· 
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. vial bottom, bounded on either side by a chain of bluffs averaging from 
two to three miles apart. The stream winds its way through that bottom ; 
sometimes washing the bluff on one side for several miles, and returning 
through the bottom to the opposite height. At almost all the points where 
it thus pa~ses across the bottom, the bank of the river, on one shore, is con-
tinually falling into the stream, carrying along with it the forest~, which 
are mostly bottom-wood, sycamore, and maple. There arc also numerous 
islands in the river which share the same fate as its bauks-caving in at 
one point, and forming at another. By this continued supply of timber 
thrown into the river from its banks, and the frequent shifting of the same 
banks within its bed, there is a constant accumulation of obstructions 
forming-, which makes it necessary to keep up a continual operation to re-
move them. 
From the experience of the past season's work in that river, I find the 
snags quite as easy to remove as those found in any part of the Mississippi 
river; and believe it practicable to improve the Missouri, and keep down 
the annual accumulation of snags in it, so as to render its navigation quite 
as safe as any of the western rivers, by the labor of one snag-boat of a 
suitable construction for that service. 
I would therefore recommend an appropriation sufficiently large to build 
and fit out a snug-boat of the lightest possible draught of water, having 
:mflicient strcugth to stand the drudgery of the work, which is very great. 
To c1Tcct that object, I would recommend a snag-boat built of iron up to 
the decks, on the same plan as those now in use. An estimate for which 
is herewith submitted) amounting to $40,976; together with a statement 
showing, as near as possible, the comparative weight of material, and dif-
ference in drn.ught of water, between the iron and the timber boat ef the 
same dimensions, which shows that the iron boat will draw 18 inches less 
than the timber one. 
Judging from my experience, I do not believe it practicable to build a 
boat of timber with sufficient strength for operating in the Missouri ri\·er, 
that will draw less than four and a half feet o{ water; but I am clearly of 
the opinion tlmt a boat can be built of iron sufficiently strong and light te 
work in from three to three and a half feet, which can be worked to ad-
vantage at the lowest stage of the water. 
'l'h~ difference in cost wilt not exceed twelve thousand dollars, particu-
larly- if the iron is imported free of duty. The iron boat will evidently be 
much more durable, require less repairs, and be able to effect work that 
cannot be done by a timber boat, having the advantage of a lighter draught 
of water; consequently, the iron boat will, in the end, be much the most 
eco11omical. 
'l'he snag-boats Heliopolis and Archimedes experienced all the difficul-
ties attendiug too great a dranght of water during their operations in the 
Missouri. It will be seen, by reference to the monthly reports of Captain 
Cooper, of the Archimedes, that a large portion of the time of that boat was 
consumed by hauliug over bars on her passage down the Missouri; when 
a boat d:awing three and a half feet of water would have passed over every 
shoal in the nver without grounding, and \l'Ou!d have been able to execute 
much work of great in1portanre to the navigation, that the 'Archimedes 
could not do, for want of a sufficient depth of water to approach it. 
It is confidently believed that one goocl boat, J.:ept constantly at work 
during the whole year, (except in the winter, when the river is frozen,) wiD: 
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be quite sufficient to keep down the accumulation of snags in the Missouri 
river, and in the Mississippi river between the mouths of the Ohio and Mis-
souri rivers. The expense of working such boat will not exceed $32,250, 
as per estimate herewith submitted. I would, however, recommend an ap-
propriation of at least that amount, to be expended by the snag-boats belong-
ing to the Mississippi river below the Ohio river, at times when they can-
not work in the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from Louisville to New Orleans, 
to advantage, while a boat for the Missouri may be building; which cannot 
be completed to work earlier than the summer of 1841. 
That part of the Mississippi river between the month of the Ohio and 
the mouth of the Missouri river has some very dangerous snags in it, in 
which a number of heavy losses have been sustained, by sinking of steam-
boats, in the last two years. There have been no snags removed from that 
part ofthe Mississippi for the last three years, and it never was worked through 
by the snag-boats at its lowest stages of water. I would, therefore, beg 
leave respectfully to recommend that provision be made for the improve-
ment of that part of the river as early as practicable. I also beg to be per-
mitted here to state, that much ceusure has been cast on me by the public, 
on account of the situation in which that part of the river has been for the 
last two years; dnring which time I have not had charge of that part of the 
river, and the gentleman in whose charge it was placed had no means at · 
his control by which the snags could be removed; consequently, nothing 
bas been done to improve it. 
Since the operations of the snag--boats on the Missonri have been closed, 
I have been up as f,n as \Vestport, solllc fifteen miles above where the boats 
worked to. l\1 y business was to examine the present condition of that river. 
Captaiu R. E. 1 .ce, of the United States engineers, accompanied me on that 
trip. I found the river much changed in its appearance for the better, and 
evident]~r much improved in its tHr1:igfltion throughout its whole course. 
There arc still many -very dangerous obstructions in some of the bends, 
nnd at several places there are thick clusters of snags, through which boats 
are compelled to pass at very low water; all of which can be removed, if 
sufficient means be afforded to execute the necessary work. There was no 
snug met with by the boats, dming their stay in thitt river, that they were 
not able to remove. I am also oft II~ opinion that much more than one-half 
of the whole number of snn~s that were iu the river, in the 385 miles through 
which the boats worked, have been removed; not, however, taking into the 
calculation such as are imbedded in tlw sand-banks, and are liable to be 
uncovered by the slufting of the cllannrl 1 hrough those bars. 
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. SHR~VE, 
Col. Jos. G. 'l'oT'T'EN, 
~1tperintendent, o/c. 
C!tiej Enr;iueer, fVashington. 
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Estimate of funds necessary to bnild an iron steam snag-boat, for tlte 
improvement of the navigation of t!w JlfissouTi river. 1'10in boat, 130 
feet long-each hull 18 feet beam, 7 feet hold. 
1. For iron for outside skin, 6,000 superficial feet, averaging 
13 lbs. to the foot, 78,000 lbs. at 9 cents -
2. Making all the necessary frames, braces, &c., 5,430 superfi-
cial feet, at 10 lbs. to the foot, 54,300 lbs. nt 9 cents 
3. Iron beams, 5,500 superficial feet, at 10 lbs. to the foot, 
55,000 lbs. at 9 cents 





6;uoo oo 5. Carpenters and joiners' work to complete the hull 
6. Machinery and engines complete - - 12,500 00 -----
Total amount -$40,976 00 
HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent, <}'c. 
LouiSVILLE, Kv., December 23, 1839. 
Estimate of the comparative 10eight of the hull of a timber boat, cif tlte . 
same dimensions as t!tat estimated for of iron. 
1. For outside skin or bottom plank, 6,000 superficial feet of 
4-inch thickness plank, equal to 2,000 cubic feet of oak 
timber, at 58 lbs. to the foot · - 116,000 lbs. 
2. For frames, 173 in each hnll, 8 by 10 inches, avern()'e 
length 25 feet, 4,863 cubic feet - . -
0
• 282,054 
3. For two main keelsons, 130 feet long each, 12 by 12 inches, 
260 cubic feet - 15,080 
4. For four bilge keelsons, 8 by 8 inches, each 1:30 feet long, 
2,136 feet - · - · - - 13,688 
5. For four sets of clump~, 2 feet deep, G inches thick, each 
130 fe.et long, 260 cubic feet - 15,080 
6. For 26 deck beams, 7 by 9 inches, 62 feet long, 706 cubic 
feet - 41,848 
7. For 52 beams, 7 by 9 inches, 25 feet average length, 562 
cubic feet - - - - - - 32,596 
8. For 11 beams, (lower tier,) 7 by 9 inches, 48 feet long, 23 1 
cuLic feet - - - - - - 13.398 
9. For 108 knees, average ~ize 1~ cubic foot, 1G2 .cubic feet - 9;296 
10. For iron to fasten the timber as above - - - 22,000 
Weight of timber hulls np to the decks 
Do. iron do. do. 
- 561,040 lbs. 
- 187,300 
Di!Terence in weight of material - 373,740 lbs. 
~~
~'he twin boat as above will square 110 feet by 36 feet, which gives an 
~8-mch draught of water-5,940 cubic 1eet of water to displace; weight, 
ti2k lbs. to the foot, equal to 371,250 lbs. 
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By the above estimate, it will be seen that the iron boat will be 18 inches 
less draught of water than the timber boat. 
HGNRY M. SHREVE,· 
811perintendent, ~·c. 
LoursvrLLE, KY., December 23, 1839. 
Estimate of funds required to work a snag-boat in the .Missouri river one 
year (lying up and repairing three months_during the winter, wizen the 
1·iver is frozen.) 
1. For wages of one captain one year , 
'2. " do. two engineers " 
3. " do. one pilot " 
4. " do. two mates " 
5. " do. one carpenter " 
6. " do. one blacksmith " 
7. " do. one cook " 
8. " do. six men, at $20 per month 
9. " do. eighteen men 9 months, at $20 per month 
10. " subsisting the whole, at $10 per month 
11. " engine stores for boat one year 
12. " iron, steel, coal, lumber, nails, &,c. 
13! " cables, anchors, tackle, &c. 
14. " 8,000 lbs. Manilla cordage, &c., at 18 cents 
15. " candles, soap, brooms, &c. 
16. " 3,500 cords of wood1 at $2 50 
] r. " hospital stores 




















HENRY M. SHREVE, 
LoursvrLLE, KY., December 23, 1839. 
Supe1·intendent, ~·c, 
H. 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER ABOVE THE OIITO, AND PIER IN THE HARBOR OF 
ST. LOUIS. 
ST. Louis, October 6, 1840. 
Sm: I have the honor to submit the fol!owing report in relation to the 
works mider my superintendence. 
1. Imp1·ovement of the Mississippi river abot•e the mouth of the Ohio. 
'fhe balance of the funds that remained unexpended at the close of 
operations last year being too small to attempt a prosecution of the work 
this spring, the necessary repairs to the boa's, &c., were delayed until it 
.should be seen whether a further appropriation wonld be mnde by Con-
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gress. No appropriation having been made, and as the repair of the boats 
and preparations for commencing operations would have nearly consumed 
the funds on band, and left nothing to operate with, it became necessary 
to dispvse of the property in the most advautngcotls manner. The steam 
tow-boat, keels, and blasting powder, being exposed to injury and loss, and 
the keeping of them attended with expense, they were sold at public auc-
tion, with such of the perishable property as it was considered not advan-
tngeons to retain. Such tools and machinery as would be serviceable upon 
a resumption of the work were stored, and the crane boats and scows. dis-
mantled and sunk. 
No progress has therefore been made this year in improving the naviga-
tion of the rapids. The channels excavated last year remain as then 
reported. They are now exclusively navigated by the boats, and have 
served to facilitate the passage or the most difficult point on the river. 
'l'he buoys which marked their position were all carried away ty the ice 
:tt the breaking up of the river; and, in order that the benefit of what has 
bee11 accomplished should be fully felt, measures should be taken to replace 
them. The easiest method would be to lay out some light buoys after the 
ice has ceased running in the spring, before the river rises, and take them 
up in the fall before navigation is closed. 
ln the survey that was made last October of" La melee's chain," a very 
pr.acticable channel was discovered along the Illinois shore, through that 
chain, and which, by widening the narrow passes, would admit of as easy 
navigation as any other part. Even in its present state, it has been found 
so much better than the channel formerly used on the Missouri side, that 
it Is uavigated by the boats in preference. 
I again- submit the estimate that was presented last year for continuing 
the operations, and refer to the plan then ofrcred. 
2. The erection of a pier in tlze Mississippi river, nea1· St. LfJuis. 
It was stated, in my last annual report, that the appropriation by Con-
gress for this work had been entirely expended, together with a certain 
snm advanced by the city of St. Louis. No fnrther appropriation havinO' 
oocn made, and the preservation of the boats and property being attended 
with expense, it became necessary to sell a part, in order to preserve the 
other, and to pay the arrearages already due. But, from the injury and 
loss to which the boats were exposed, the repairs required to preserve them 
throu~h the winter, the uncertainty ofthe time when they would be want-
ed, and the expense of keeping them, it was considered more advantageous 
te dispose of the whole. 'l'hey have been accordingly all sold, and the 
funds placed to the credit of the appropriation. 
The favorable operation of the work as far as constructed, whir:h was 
descrihed last year, still continues. The pier on the Illinois shore has 
served to throw the lilain body of the river west of Bloody island, which 
has cut a bron.cl and deep channel through the flat shoal that €X tended 
from the head of Bloody island towards the Missouri shore. As this chan-
nel enlarges, that east of the island diminishes, and, between the pier and 
head of Bloody island, is becoming more and more shoal. · 
'J'hc pier from the foot of Bloo.dy island contines the water to the Mis-
sonri shore, and directs the curreut against tho head of Duncan's island. 
A large portion ot the head and eastern face of this island has been washed 
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away during the past year. The deep water now extends close to it, and 
admits the largest boats to the lower part of the city. The depth of the 
river on the Illinois side is diminishing proportionally, and the shoal formed 
under the influence of the pier from the foot of Bloody island is extending 
itself down the river, and assisting the operation of the pier itself. ' 
Both piers, however, require to be finished. The upper ought to be 
strengthened and extended down the river, and the lower. completed. The 
greater· body of water that now passes west of Bloody island is thrown, by 
some cause, from the rocky point above the city directly over towards 
Bloody island, and has worn away the lateral shoal that extended from 
the island, as far back as the line of the pier. The foundation of the pier, 
where it crosses this shoal, has consequently been undermined ; but the 
settling of the stone to the bottom of the river has apparently arrested, for 
the present, the further action of the current. The shoal beyond the line 
of the pier has grown to an island, and is covered with a growth of cotton-
wood trees. Its whole face now requires to be revetted with stone, to pre-
vent its further wear, nnd the probability of the river breaking through and 
l'esuming its former channel. In this event, the lower part of the pier, 
which was laid in deep water, and remains permanent, would be separated 
from the upper part, and might connect itself with Duncan's island, and 
form a more permanent obstruction than has been removed. At present, 
the harbor is in a good condition, and only requires to be kept so. The 
only unfavorable circumstance that I can discover is the appearance of a 
small shoal near the foot of the lower pier, aud about midway between it 
and the city. I believe it, however, to be an accumulation of the sand 
washed from the shoal above, and that it is travelling down the river. I 
think it impossible for it to remain there, under the present action of the 
current; and, as far as I can judge, it is diminishing. 
The accompanying estimate is for the balance of the original estimate 
for the work, which is required to be appropriated for its completion. 
All of which is respectfully snbmittcd. 
Col. Jos. G. ToTTEN, 
R. E. LEE, 
Captain of Engineers, 
Chief Engineer, Was!tiugton City: D. C. 
I. 
CU~IBERLA~D ROAD IN OHIO. 
SPRINGFIELD, Omo, October 15, 1840. 
Sm: I have the honor to submit my annual report upon the progress 
and condition of that part of the Cumberland road in Ohio, under con-
struction by the United States, on the 30th of September, 1840. 
'!'here having been no appropriation made by Congress for the continua-
tion of this work dnrinO' the last and current year, the operations, since the 
last annual report was ~endered, have, of course, been restricted, with tri-
:fling excel'ltions, to the work then un.der contract and unfinished ; which 
consisted in the building of wooden superstructures and abutments of 
bridges, the masonry of arched bridges and culverts, and the grubbing and 
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dearing between Springfield and the State line. This work, embraced in 
five contracts, has all been satisfactorily completed; the amounts due thereon 
paid over; and the operations brought to a close about the termination of 
the last spring. 
Five wooden bridges on stone abutments have been built or completed 
across Mad river, Buck creek, Donald's, Jackson's, an.d Mud creeks; and. the 
stone bridges an<l culverts put up to the 52d mile west of Columbus, or 
9th west of Springfield; and the line grubbed and cleared to the 82d, or 
for 39 miles west of the latter place. 
'l'he work done dnring the year amounts to 5 miles grubbed; 1,122 
perches of masonry laid; 168 lineal feet of bridge superstructure built ; 
8,798 cubic yards of earth removed and embanked, in completion of the 
fill across Bartlett's run, on the 46th mile ; and the delivery on the ground 
of 311 perches of building-stone for culverts ; together with some repairs 
of the grade and cutting of water~ways for bridges and culverts. The 
structures have all been neatly and substa!1tially executed; the masonry 
built of the stratified limestone from the valley of Mad river, and the 
bridge superstrnctures of poplar and oak from the adjoining country. , 
The unfinished portion of the 1'8ad in Ohio, being the 53! miles inclu-
ded between Springfield and the State line, now presents 39 miles opened 
and grubbed ; 4 miles graded and bridged; and the bridgiug and masonrY, 
complete for 9 miles, exclusive of a bridge of fifty feet span, on the twelfth 
mile west of this place. 'l'he amount and cost of the work done on this 
unfinished division of the road, to this time, is as follows: 
Grubbing and clearing 39 miles 
Grading 4! miles - -
.Masonry, 6,147 t perches 
Wooden su perstrncture of bridges, 447 lineal feet 










The only portion of this work which can be considered usefpl, and: 
available to the travel in the present condition of the work, is the four miles 
reported as bridged and graded, and which, crossing the streams and hills 
to the west of this place, greatly facilitates the travel between this point and 
the country hence to the Miami river. The balance of the work will re-
quire further appropriations to render it useful, or enable the line opened 
to be used as a thorougl!fare. 
1'he amount of funds available for the year 
as per statement rendered, was 
And the expenditures during the year were 
ending September 30, 1840, 
- - - $24,965 57 
- 24,557 83 
Leaving a balance on hand, September 30, 1840, of 407 74 
This balance will be absorbed in making some slight but necessary re-
pairs of the road, and in liquidating some accounts unsettled at this date, 
but small in amount. 
_ln estimate for the entire completion of the road in Ohio was carefully 
marie and submitted to the department lust year; and, as no appropriation 
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has since been made for carrying on the work, this estimate does not admit 
of variation at this time. l have, therefore, to report the sum estimated 
last year, as now requisite for the entire completion of the road in Ohio-
the amount required to be appropriated, as per estimate referred to, being 
$638,166 26; and the proj8ct of operations then reported for the year 1840 
as being now applicable to the year 1841, and as follows: 
'l'o open and grub the line through to the State of Indiana; 
'fo build all the masonry required on the road in Ohio; 
'l'o build the wooden superstructures of the bridges required over the 
Miami and Stillwater rivers; 
To grade the road to the 73d mile west of Columbus, or 20th west of 
Springfield ; 
T& prepare and put on a cover of six inches of metal on the ten miles 
west of Springfield; 
The estimate for the above is as follows : 
Grubbing 13! miles 
Masonry, 12,000 perches 
Wooden superstructure of bridges, 619 feet 
Grading 26 miles - - -
Stoning 9 miles with six inches, (19,200 perches) 







Amount - 292,000 00 
The above sum, if it is intended to proceed with the construction of the 
work, can be advantageously applied during the year 1841, in fulfilment 
of the project submitted last year, of continuous completion, and surrender 
of the road to the State in toll-gate sections. 
Respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant, 
GEORGE DUTTON, 
Col. JosEPH G. ToTTEN, 
Capt. U. S. Corps of Engineers. 
Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 
J. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD IN INDIANA AND ILLINOIS. 
OFFICE OF THE CuMBERLAND RoAn, 
Tcn·e Haute, Indiana, October 11, 1840. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, reports of operations on the 
Cumberland 1·oad in Indiana, viz: "Statement of fnnds expended to Sep-
tember 80, 1840 ;" "Statement of estimates, appropriations, and expendi-
tures, &c., to September 30, 1840 ;" "Abstract of non-payments to Sep-
tember 30, 1840 ;" with the following memoir : 
Progress of operations. 
'l'he contracts entered into with Cochrane & Madison last year, for the 
construction of bridges on the 44th nucl liuth miles west oi Indianapolis 
have been completed. 
Doc. No. Q. 
A small {ilrcc was employed in completing and seeming the unfinished 
Jilt of the road near Indianapolis until the 15th of July, at which time 
1be road bcin!! considered in a proper state to lay over, the assistant super-
tendent, assistant engineer, rakers, &c., were discharged. The steamer 
'l'erre Haute has been employed, when the state of the river would 
ldmit, in transporting stone from the q narry to the site of the Wabash 
r1dgc. 'l'he operations on the eastern part of the road had been sus-
peoded, after the completion of the contracts near Richmond, until early 
1D July, when the superintendent was informed that the company who 
were constructing n turnpike road from Dayton, Ohio, to Richmond, In-
dtana, would urge it to completion as far as the State line, during the 
~nt year, provided the citizens of Richmond would connect it with 
L borough, and that they had determined on complying with the wishes 
of the Ohio company. 
This road connects with the Cumberland road P.ast of the present grade, 
IJid near a hill requiring- a. deep-cut and extensive embankment at its base. 
It was therefore thought advisable to reduce the grade of this hill as much 
the available · means would allow; operations to effect this object were 
commenced and nrged with sufficient energy to insore its completion by 
lhe 30th September, until the receipt of yo-ur communication of the lith 
C August, when they were suspended. As this is work that may be 
wried on during the winter, its further prosecution will be postponed until 
generally is pnt in repair. 
Operations with a view to place the road in the best possible condition 
await futnre appropriations were also commenced, and some progress 
; but these were likewise suspended, in consequence of the condition 
the 'l'reasnry. The public property, as t~tr as practicable, has been sold. 
~revious to the sale of the property at Terre Haute, (knowing that the 
r~t<~alner 'l'erre Haute, and many of the articles purchased for the Wabash 
··&•ur•u.l!e. would not bring one-tenth part of their value if exposed to sale at 
I was induced, by a temporary rise in the river, to send the 
; M•IIabo;lt and four loaded scows to the Ohio river to be sold, where such 
wonld be more in demand. She unfortunately grounded on the 
where it is thought advisable to let her remain until the fall rise of 
abash. 
State of the road. 
The present slate of the road is decidedly bad. The temporary bridges 
were constructed to facilitate the operations have nearly all decayed, 
falling itt almost daily. The unfinished and unprotected grade 
a\vay or cut in gulleys by every shower, where the ground 
; aud, from a want of proper care, worn in deep holes where 
tlle'.M.iilnllry IS level. 
Pllnds and e:cpeuditures. 
"'"'"u•nnm the Treasury ef the United States 30th Septcm. 
r, 1 9 
A ount 10 the hanJs of agents of the United Stales 30th 
September, lS:l~l . - - · - -
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Amount expended during the year -
From which deduct amount not paid 
In the Treasury and in the agent's hands -






Available for future operations $8,74.5 74 
which amount will be expended in placing the road in the best condition 
the means will admit of. 
I have also the honor to transmit the following annnal reports relative to 
the Cumberland road in Illinois, viz : " Statement of funds expended to the 
30th September, 1840 ;;' "Statement of estimates, appropriations, and expen-
-ditures to 30th September, 1840 ;" "Statement of contracts for 1840," and 
"Abstract of non-payments to September 30, 1840," with the following 
memoir: 
Progress of operatio11s. 
From the receipt of your circnlar of February 2, 18~9, the expenditures 
on this road have been restricred to as small a scale as was consistent with 
its essential interest. 'l'he contracts that were to have been completed be-
fore or by the Lst of July ensuing, were by agreement prolonged; and the 
contractors of all the remaining contracts were allowed to pursue their own 
course in regard to the number of hands employ.ed, or the time of comply-
ing with their engagements, until June of the present year, when they 
were urged to complete by the 30th of September, in order that all accounts 
relative to the road might be closed on that day ; since which time, It is be-
lieved that every exertion within their means has been made. 
'l'he grading on miles 12, 13, part of 14, 7 4, 75, 76, 77, 78, and 79, has 
been finished during the year, and the same on 89 and 90 will be completed 
by the 20th instant. Sections 3, western, and 12 and 13, eastern division, 
will be finished in a few days ; so that it is probable that all accounts with 
the contractors will be closed at the end of the present month. 
State of the road. 
This road may be said to be in fair order for travelling during the sum-
mer and fall. In many places where no work has been done ~ince 1834, 
the road has washed, and been otherwise so much injured as to be danger-
ous to the travel. The tressels which were put under the superstructure of 
most of the old bridges have become decayed, and deranged by the falling 
in of the abutments : such is particularly the case with the bridge of 20U 
feet span over the Embarras, the bridges over the North and Muddy forks, 
and a bridge in the Embarras bottom. These are all of large size ; have 
been bnilt with small timbers, on Long's plan ; are in good preservation ; 
and could be repaired a.t a small expense, when compared with the cost of 
new bridges. 
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Funds, expenditures, <}-c. 
Amount in the Treasury of the United States, 30th September, 
1839 $121,54.7 54 
Amount in the hands of the agent, 30th September, 1839 9,979 65 -----
Amount available fur 1840 - 131,527 19 
Amount expended during the year $107,361 06 
To which add 10 cents short reported, and deduct 
1 cent lost in fractions 9 
---107,361 15 
-----
Amount with rrreasurer, and in the hands of the agent - 24,166 04 
Amount due on contracts $16,808 28 
Amount due for extra work 2,500 00 
-- 19,308 28 
Amount available for future operations - $4,!:357 76 
and \Vhich will be expended in repairing the road and securing the bridges. 
Yery respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
IJ. A. OGDEN, 
Major Corps of Bt1gineers. 
Col. J. G. To'l'TEN, 
Chief Eugineer, Washi11gton. 
K. 
PRESERV A TlOK OF SULLIVAN'S ISLAND, CHARLESTON HARBOR. 
ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Sullivan's Island, September 30, 1840. 
Sm: The drawing herewith transmitted exhibits the condition of the 
beach at Sullivan's island at this time. and the effects of the breakwater for 
the preservation of the site of Fort Moultrie during the past year. A re-
ference to the lines of high and low-water mark on the :50th September, 
1839, and to those of similar character for the present year, will show the 
increase of beach during that period. 
Since my last annual report, grillage No. 1 (sunk on the 28th o( May, 
1839) has been extended one hundred and fifty feet, and loaded with 
stones. With some slight variations, occasioned by storms, the increment 
of sand nmnnd this work has been commensurate with its extension, and 
the results anticipated for its prolongation fully realized. Ou ring the cur-
rent year, grillage No.4 has beenloc;r,ted and loaded. The accumulation 
of sand occasioned by this work is greater than that around Nos. 2 and 5, 
but does not equal No. 1. 
Little alteration is perceptible around grillages Nos. 2 and 5 during- the 
year. On the north side of No.2 tile water hos encroached upon the island 
at high tide, while the low-water mark has receded. 
The first effect of each jettee or grillage invariably appears to have lleen. 
to cause an encroachment of.the water upon the land, on the inner or har-
bor side of the work. It is not, however, npprehended that any serious 
injury will be done to that part of the island adjacent to grillage No. 2. 
During the year, connexions have been completed between jettees No. 10 
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and No. 1, as follows: Between Nos. 2 and 3, and 3 and 4, two tiers of logs 
will finish the connexion; while between Nos. 4 and 5, aud 5 and 6, only one 
will be required. These connexions are designed to prevent the abrasion of 
the shore at and above high-water mark, by the waves, which now flow in 
between the jettP.es. If tlJe effect produced by those already finished may be 
taken as a criterion of the success of all, they will fully accomplish this most 
desirable object, by breaking- the force of the sea before it reaches the shore. 
Stones aud palmetto-logs in abundance can be procnred: the former 
from the eastern States; the latter, in nny required quuntity, from the neigh-
boring i5lands. 
Having heard that limestone \Vas found on Cooper riVP.l', supposed to be 
of sufficie11t hardness und durability to resist the action of the sea, I visited 
the locality, and, having procured specimens, subjected them in an exposed 
situation to the waves. 'l'he result was unfavorable; the pieces of stone 
exposed having- been entirely destroyed in the course of six months. A 
sample of stone, very similar to that obtained on Cooper river, was pro-
cmed from Ashley river, and subjected to a like experimeut. The result 
was the same. ']'he stones used in these experiments may not }lave been 
of the best and most durable quality found in the above localities, though 
it is not probable that the best found there would answer for the break-
water. 
No estimate is mnde for this work during the ensuing year. 'rhe 
amount already appropriated is believed to be snllicient to complete the 
system of work~ for the protection of the island, if grillage No. 3 is dis-
pensed with. From a careful observation of the effects of grillngrs Nos. 2 
and 5, I am of opinion that No.3 (which is between them) is unnecessary. 
The accompanying statement No. 5 exhibits the expenditures on ac-
count of this work, from its commencement to the present time. A con-
densed Yiew of the financial operations of the work is communicnted i11 
statement No. 7·. 
More than a. year has now elapsed since the sinking of these grillages; 
the success of which, for the first four months, has already been reported. 
During the past year, storms have prevailed of snfficicnt violence to test, in 
the most sntisfaf'tory manner, the permanence of the ncwly-fortiJed beach. 
Although occasional dam .. g-e has been done during these storms, the dis-
placed sand is soon restored when they abate, and deposites continue as if 
no interruption had taken place. 'The experience of the year gives in-
creased confidence in the opinion, expressed in my last nun nal report, that 
the southwest point of Sullivan's island may be extended to its original 
size and rendered pP.rrnnnent. 'rhe increment to the heach, whicil is 
greater at this point than nny· other, extends to a considerable distt\nce 
along the island, to the eastwnrd of grillage No. l. 1'o the westward, the 
works completed, and those nnder coustrnction, for the sccnring of ths 
beach: already give abnndant evidence that they wtll accomplish that ob-
ject. 
Thus far, every indication strengthens the belief that the system of works 
projected for the protection of Snlllvan's island, and the pre:;;ervntion of tha 
site of Fort :M.ou ltrie, will be successful. 
1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yom ohedient servant, 
A. H. BOWMAN, 
Captain of E11gineers. 
Col. J. G. ToTTEl'(, Chief Engineer. 
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L. 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADE:\1Y. 
Report of the Board of Visiters. 
WEsT PoiNT, June 22, 1840. 
SIR: 'l'he Board of Visiters, assembled at this place agreeably- to your 
invitation, hereby respectfully submit their report. 
During onr session, we have endeavored to give faithful attention to the 
cxnmination of the cadets, by the academic staff; in the various depart-
ments of study prescribed by the rules of the academy. Seven hours daily 
lJUve been devoted by the professors and instructors to this duty. The 
examinations have satisfied the board of the high attainments of those to 
whom the instrnction of the cadets is committed, and of their skill and 
ability in imparting the knowledge which they pos~ess, and eliciting, en-
couraging, and leading onward, the talents of their pupils. Among the 
]utter, there were several conspicuous instances of superior ability and suc-
cessful industry. The examination, as a whole, was highly creditable to 
the academy. A few ca~es there were (as in all large seminaries there 
must be) of decided failure. We have entire confidence, however, that the 
authorities of the academy will not be wanting in faithfulness to the duty 
heuce devolving on them. 
ALan early period of their session, the board divided the several subjects 
requiring their atteution into five depai't.tnents, appointing a committee to 
~ive special attention to each respectively, and report thereon to the board. 
The several committees having reported, and the reports having been duly 
considered by the board, and approved according to the resu Its of such con-
sideration, and other matters interesting to the academy having been duly-
weighed, we pro~eed respect{ully .to report nnder the several heads above 
referreJ to. Tiley are as follows: 
Fiscal concerns and property . 
. Military instruction. 
Scientific inslrnction. 
Internal police and discipline. 
Moral and religions instruction. 
These several classes of subjects will now be taken up in order. 
Piscal concerns and property. 
'l'he books and accounts of the disbursing officers have been examined ; 
nnd such snpplies furnished tor the institution as were on hand and pointed. 
out httvc been inspected. From the information thus obtained, we an~ of 
opinion that those officers have paid strict attention to the reg-ulations for 
their govemment, and that dne dili!Sence bus been exercised; and proper 
care taken, to procure articles of good quality :llld at rPasonable prices. 
All snpplies are procured by the qum'tcrmaster, under the direction of 
the supenntendent, who is accountable for the funds with which they are 
purchased. The statement in the appendix, marl{ed No.1, furnished by the 
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quartermaster, will show the funds applicable to such objects: and the quar-
terly disbursements, within the last academic year. 
The superintendent, the academic and military staffs, and the cadets, 
receive their pay and allowances from the paymaster. The statement in 
the nppendix, marked No. 2, shows the amount received and disbursed by 
that officer within the year 1839. There being no appropriation for 1840, a 
statement could not be made tor .the last academic year, as in the case of 
the quartermaster. 
The duties of treasurer being distinct from those of paymaster, and re-
lating only to the funds of the cadets, he is accountable to the superintend-
ent only for their performance. The accounts arc so simple, and the de-
tails so minute, that a cadet may at any timP. ascertain the exact state of 
his funds by an examination of the treasmer's books, to which he has free 
access at stated hours. 'l'he superintendent exercises a parental control 
over these funds, permitting only such expenditures as are necessary and 
proper, l'lnd directing tile balances to be placed to the credit of the cadets 
in a safe institution, where they draw an interest at the rate of five per cent. 
per annum. 
The public property having been examined with the view of ascertain-
ing its present condition, and the measures taken to preserve it, the follow-
ing is the result: 
l. T!te library.-Ample provision is made, by regulation, to insure the 
return of books taken from the hbrary. The frequent use of some of the 
volumes has injured, and in some im:tauces destroyed, their binding. This 
is the case with some of the rare and valuable works; and we respectfully 
recommend that measures be immeJiately taken to have them rcb()und. 
2. Philosopltical appamtus.-This Vflluablc collection is under the 
charge of the professor, who has taken every proper precaution for its pres-
ervation . The instruments appear to be in perfect order, and may be used 
at anv moment. 
3. ·chemical apparatus.-This valnal>le collection of instruments is 
under the charge of the professor of chemistry, who, by taking every pre-
caution for thetr preservation, Jweps them in constant order for use. 
4 . . Models and other apparatus in the recitation·rooms.-'l'hese ap-
pear ill good order and well preset·ved. 
5. J<}ngine and anmratus for e.'!:linguislting fires.-These are new 
and in good order, and requi re 110 other remark than a recommendation 
that a floor be added to the building in which they are kept. 
6. Laboratory and worhhops.-These, upon examination, were found 
in good order and condition. 
7. Ruildi11gs.- 'l'he roofs of some of the houses leak and require repair. 
'rhe floors of the barracks occnpied by the cadets are made of soft pine of 
an interior quality, and arc much worn. 'l'he propriety of superseding 
these buildings by others more suitable, is considered in another part of the 
report. If they are allowed to remain for any length of time, they should 
be furnished with new floors of a better material. 
The buildings erected flnd completed since tht report of the last Board of 
Visiters, including workshops and stables, appear to have betm well con-
structed, aud admirably adapted to the purposes for which they were in-
tended. 
'fhe board are much pleased with the road recently completed from the 
wharf at the landing to the plain on which the principal buildings stand. 
Such a r0ad was much required, as all must know who have visited West 
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Point previonsly to its constrnction. The grade does not excPed 3° 20', 
and the whole appears to have been done in the best manner. 
By a letter from the cashier of the Mechanics' Bank, New York, it appears 
that the balance to the credit of the superintendent in that bank is greater 
than the amount due from him to the United States, according- to the state-
ment furnished. The difference arises from checks issued th at ha ve not 
been presented for payment. 
Military Instruction. 
Infantry tactics.-To exhibit the proficiency of the cadets in infimtry-
tactics, they were formed into four companies of about fifty each, and 
paraded in battalion order. From this order they were taken through many 
of the manamvres in the school of the battalion, in strict conforn:iity with 
the rules and principles laid down in the infantry tactics. The first class 
(about forty in number) subsequently evinced, by drawings on the hlack 
bo<!fd and explanations~ a satisfactory knowledge of the theory. This clas,· 
acquitted themselves, in both practice aud theory, to their own credit, and 
that of their instructors. 
The advancement of' the second, third: and fourth classes, was shown in 
the light-infantry exercise, or drill as skirmishers. It may be noticed 
thnt this is not a system, but rather a supplement to the established infan-
try tactics. 
Horsemanship and the sword exercise.--'l'his branch of military in-· 
struction hns been but recently introduced in this academy. The perform-· 
ance of the first class only .was witnessed. In general, they were .found 
to sit well on their horses, and some of them may b-e regarded as good riders. 
Gonsidemble ad vancemtmt was ~!so shown in the sword exercise : this-
branch of instruction, necessary to complete the education of a military 
man, is especially esseqtial for those who may be ultimately commisswned 
Ill the corps of dragoons. 
Artillery tactics.-Five months in the year the first class are instructedr 
theoretically and practically, in tactics, pyrotechny, and the exercise of the 
field battery, and the duties of the laboratory, and the use of cannon~, 
howitzers, nud mortars. Every cadet is required to prepare with his own 
hands, thongh it be bnt a small quantity, almost every kind of fixed ammu-
nition used in war. Tile practice in all these things was quite satisfactory. 
A new system of artillery tactics, having been adopted by the Secretary 
of War, is now about te take the place of that hitherto in use at this acad-
emv. 
lly the use of horses, recently introduced, the manrnuvres of the field -
battery are performed with much greater rapidity than when the pieces 
were dragged by ha.nd. · 
A few models have been furnished, within the last year, for the purpose 
of early instrnction in th~ management and use of artillery. By a small 
addttton, the instructor can more readily explain in the lecture-room the 
various arms and machines now used in war-much, it is believed, to the 
ndvan'tage of his class. 'l'he board recommend th~ addition of such models 
as mny be needed Jor this putpose. 
rro complete the instruction in this departl\lent, a casemate battery for 
three or four heavy guhs would, it is thought, be of ad van taB'~· A barbett , 
battery, also, for a like numlJer of guns, is recommended. without thes~) 
10 
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a graduate must n~cessarily leave the academy with only a theoretical 
'knowledge of either. 
Scientific Instruction. 
Our investigations under this head have been highly gratifying. The 
progress made by the cadets in every department shows the attention 
<>f tbe professors and teachers to their duties ; and all our opportunities of 
judging, which have been various and frequent, authorize the expression 
<>f a high opinion of their scientific and literary character. 
The books, instruments, &c., of the institution, seem adequate to nearly 
a!! its present wants; whilst a continualice of that governmental munificence 
which has always I'Xisted is recommended, to fu-rnish the funds necessary 
for the purchase of such others as the advancing intelligence of the age may 
justify or require. 
The amount of study required of the cadets is perhaps as much as the 
average powers of the mind at that age will justify. The instruction they 
. receive is liberal and profound, and peculiarly adapted to their proposed 
,_pursuit in after life. 
In the department of the constitutional law of the United States, the 
Loard respectfully recommend that the constitution of the United States be 
the only text·book used. 
Further than this, we see no important alteration or improvement that 
could be advantageously made at presetlt in the course of instruction-except, 
.perhaps, in relation to a few of the applicants for entrance. 'l,he standard 
of qu~tlification for admission, although consida.red low by some, is certainly 
so h_i~h as to pr1~clnde many who perhaps would otherwise present very 
$trong claims for admission. Among the inhabitants of some portion of 
.om extemive territory, the blessings of the lowest grade of common-school 
~.~ducation are with difficulty obtained. Yet, as citizens of a common coun-
.try, they are entitled to an eqnal part-icipatio11 in the advantages resulting 
from this, or any other institution appertainit'l>g to the General Government; 
and any standard of qualification so high as to preclude them, might be 
properly considered ol!erous and uujnst: Public interest aud private be-
nevolence justify the attempt to diffuse euucation and intelligence every 
where, and plead equally strong against any unnecessarily rigid regulations 
in this case. This board, however, will not press the subject in all its bear· 
ings, bnt will only suggest the propriety of a rr.gulation that those who, on 
application and examiuation in June, are found not suificiently advanced 
to receive admission, but who evince a capacity to justify the expectation 
<>f their reaching the required :> tandard, may remain at the institution, and, 
under regular daily instruction dnring the term of the encampment of the 
cadets, be permitted to undergo another examination for admission in 
September. 
. It is a gratifying evidence of the desire of the cadets to improve their 
leisnre time, that they have had, for several years, a voluntary association, 
denominated the Dialectic Society, for the purpose of mental improvement 
in composition, oebate, and general literature. 'fhe board believe the so-
~iety to be well sustained, and alike creditable and useful to the cadets. 
Internal Police and Discipline. 
The regulations established for the organization and government of the 
ac:tdemy have been examined wilh atteption, and detailed information in 
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relation to them has been received from the superintendent. These regula-
tions ate deemed suitable and adequate, and appear to be enforced with 
judgment and impartiality, and to have produced satisfactory results. 
'fhe board have been forcibly struck with the insufficiency and unfitness 
of the barracks occupied by the cadets. So insufficient are they in point of 
accommodation, that some of the rooms contain six persons, many of them 
contain four, and none less than two. This arrangement, under existing 
circumstances, is unavoiJable. It is bf:lieved that in no other seminary of 
instruction in our country can be found an arrangement so inadequate and 
exceptionable. A proper attention to the health of the cadets, to their 
personal comforts, and to the advantageous prosecllltion of their studies, 
manifestly requires that additional accommodations be provided. More-
over, owing to thr.J defective construction of these buildings, ventilation is 
obstructed j so that in some of the rooms the air is confined and detrimental. 
These buildings, too, are very much ont of repair, and, to render them at 
all habitable, a lar~e expenditure would, in a very short time, be necessary. 
'l'h~ 'board, therefore, are unanimously of opinion that new barracks and 
mess-rooms for the cadets are required; and earnestly recommend that 
such be erected at as early a period as practicable. 
'I' he location of the hospital, its arrangements, and condition, are satis-
factory. The building, though small, is without doubt adequate to the prob-
able wants of the post, especially when more healthy accommodations for 
the cadets shall have been provided. 
The board recommend that suitable arrangements be made to famish 
the cadets with facilities for swimming or bathing at all seasons of the year. 
Moral and Religious Instruction. 
There being in the community a very natural and desirable solicitude 
extensively prevailing, respecting the influence of the academy on the re-
ligious and moral character and habits of the young men sent thither for 
their education, the board have not failed to direct serious attention to this 
point. The fact, however, of there having recently been held at the acad-
emy a court of inquiry, specially ordered with a view to this particular 
subject, has necessarily circumscribed the dnties of the board in this line. 
It is understood that the investigations of the court were very thorough 
and searching, and included the receiving of ample testimony respecting-
the present moral condition of the academy, the sufficiency of its moral 
instruction and system of discipline, and the .fidelity with which that system 
is administered. As the results of this inquiry are not yet known to the 
board, we think that it would be obviously premature to express any 
-opinion on the several points therein included; and respectfully refer to 
such results, when communicated, as obtained under much ~reater advan-
tages for the formation of a full and accnrate judgment, than-any possessed 
by this board. Our silence, however, will not be regarded as implying the 
~herishing of any opinion on the points which have thus been committed 
to special investigation by another tribunal. 
It gives the board much pleasure, however, to refer to the high grati-
fication with which its members have observed the solicitude of the super-
intendent, and the other members of the academic st~, on the subject of 
the moral character and influence of the academy, and their desire to avail 
themselves of all the means in their power for placing them on the most 
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satisfactory footing, and such as will merit the full confidence of the com-
munity. Should the recent investigation in<licate the propriety of any 
.change in the system of religions and moral instruction ami discipline, we 
are confident that the academic authorities will be prompt and faithful in 
attention to it. 
A former Board of VisitP.rs called the attention of the Department of War 
to ,the subject of a severance between the chaplaincy and the professorship 
of ethics, in which department are also included political science, his-
tory, grammar, rhetoric aud geography. The union of instruction in 
these several branches with the dnties of chaplain is certninly very onerous. 
It is Go much so, that the hoard perceive that it has been fouud necessary 
to assign a portion of them to assistant instructors, although no provision 
has been made for their remuneration. We would respectfully express the 
opinion, that a faithful, devont, and experienced pastor, who commands 
high respect for his learning and talents, and reverence and affection for 
his personal virtues-who bus tbe faculty of making religions services and 
instruction interesting to the cadets-whose knowledge of the world, and 
Christian judgment and discretion in improving it, invest his daily inter-
conrse with pleasure and profit to those around him, and who is thus pre-
pared to extend paternal care and counsel to the young meu ;-that such a 
one, devoted to pastoral supervision and duty, with no other academic in-
struction devolving on him than in the branches of ethics, grammar, and 
rhetoric, would exert a mora! influence ovei' the cadets, of invaluabie 
benefit in every department of usefulness to which they may be called by 
their country or by society. 
In conformity with this suggestion, the board respectfully recommend 
that the other branches now devol viug on the professor of ethics be as-
signed to an assistant professor, to be placed on the same footing, as to· 
emolument, &c., as the other assistant profP-ssors. 
The improvement of the cttdets' barracks, suggested in another part of 
this report, is obviously intimately connected with due attention to their 
morals. 
It' appears to the hoard that some attention ought to be paid to the prin-
ciples and past habits o{ the large number of young men who are yearly 
added to the academy. Perhaps there is no source more fraught with 
danger to its moral character and influence than this con3tant accession of 
youths from sixteen to twenty-one years of age, of whom there is no re-
quired certainty as to the moral restraint or instruction of which they may 
have been the subjects, or the habits which they may have formed. The 
board respectfully but earnestly recommend that there be required, among-
the qualifications for entrance, in the case of each individnal, satisfactory 
evidence of his possessing good moral principles, and being free from vicious 
Qr immoral practices. 
ln reference, generally, to this important department of their inquiries~ 
the board respectfully recommend to all concerned a constant jealous 
watchfulness over the moral character and influence of the academy, as 
demanded by due attention to M1e respectability and usefulness of its mem-
bers, and by the just and anxious expectations of the community. 
In conclusion, the Board of Visiters would express their conviction of 
the importance of this institution to our country, and the si.ncere hope that 
the obvi9!.tus desire and e~deavor of all concerned in its management to com-
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mend it to public confidence and regard, will be duly appreciated and thor-
.oughly successful. 
All of which is submitted, by 
Yours, very respectfully, 
BENJ. T. ONDE:RDONK, New York, Pre ent. 
JOS. DESHA, Kentucky. 
AMOS LANE, Indiana. 
R. H. GARDINER, Maine. 
JAMES BIDDLE, U. S. Navy. 
WILL lAM A. HAYES, Maine. 
ISAAC F. RIDFIELD, Vermont. 
SAMUEL A. 'I'URNER, Massachusetts. 
N. TOWSON, Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 
WILLIAM D_\VENFORT, Col. U.S. A. 
THOMAS LAWSON, U. S. A. 
DANIEL READ, Ohio, Secretm·y fJj the Board. 
WILLIAM COOK, New Jtrsey. 
RICHARD P . 'l'HOJ\1PSON, New Jersey. 
I accord fully in the above report; but beg leave, respectfully, to express 
·a doubt of there being any grant of power under the constitution of the 
United States for the establishment of the institution. 
JESSE BEENE: Alabama. 
To the Hon. JoEL R. PoiNSETT, 
Se.creta1·y of War. 
Report of the minority of the Board of Visiters at West Point, June 25, 
1840. 
The undersigned, differing from the majority of the Board of Visiters to 
West Point, in many views which they deem of vital importance to the 
public and the welfare of the institution, feel called on to submit to you~ 
consideration a separate report. 
The number of cadets in the institntion we find, subject to slight varia-
tions, ranging from two hundred to two hundred and fifty. T .he age at 
which they enter under present regulations is not less than sixteen years ; 
~he term of service required is eight years; four of which arc spent in the 
Institution, in the prosecution of their studies. 
!'.he act for the establishment of the academy passed in 1802, and at the 
ongm only ten cadets were admitted for iustruction ; but the number grad-
ually increased to fiftv. In 1812 the nnmber was fmther increased to two 
hundred and fifty, to correspond with the increase of our military establish-
mr.nt. The country was then threatened with wa,r with one of the most 
powerful nattons of the earth ; and those who conducted public afrairs 
wonld have been recreant to their trust had they failed to ava il themselves 
of every means likely to aid in the impending strugg-le. 1'hat struggle 
~arne, and we passed triumphantly throug h it. It would, perhaps, be .nn-
JUSt to the mstitution, then still alrno~ t in its infancy, to hold it responstble 
because but few of the bright names of that era had graced its academic rolls. 
After the war closed, the military establishment of the conntry was re-
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duced, but no corresponding change has taken place in the number of 
cadets. 
For many years (perhaps since the close of the last war) the officers of' 
the army, with but few exceptions, have been selected from the graduates 
of West Point. 'I'hey have enjoyed an almost exclusive right of preference 
and promotion ; and when, as in the exceptions alluded to, a citizen was 
occasionally appointed, it became a subject of serious objection and com-
plaint with the graduates. 
An examination into the history of the institution shows that it has re-
ceived a most liberal support from the representatives of the people in Con-
gress, and the fostering care of Pach successive administration. Its clear 
annual expense to the country is over two hundred thousand dollars, not 
including the pay of officers acting as assistant professors. Has the good 
resulting from it requited this bouu ty ? We will proceed to examine this 
question. 
The number of youths who annually enter this institution will average 
about one hundred and twenty, and the number who graduate rarely ex-
ceeds forty. We do not imagine that in this whole country there is a liter-
ary institution in which two-thirds of the whole class will be found de-
ficient. Why is this? Does it proceed from bad management in the 
academic staff; or is it the unsuitable character of the material furnished 
them '1 A careful investigation authorizes us to exculpate the former,. 
whilst we have no hesitation in attributiug the chief agency to the latter 
cause. 
No special provision seems to have been made at the organization of the 
institution, in 1802, nor at any subseqnent period, for the selection of cadets; 
because at that time, and even np to 1812, th~y were viewed as officers of 
the army, occupying a grade lower than second lieutenant. They were then 
selected and appointed the appropriate organs of the Government. Since. 
then, (but at what time exactly the undersi"gned are not prepared to say,) the 
mode of selecting was changed ; and we find for some years past what still 
exists-that these appointments proceed almost exclusively from the recom-
mendations of members of Congress. '!'hat is, each member of Congress-
bas the privilege of recommending from time to time, as vacancies occur, 
.a youth from his district; and such recommendation secures his appoint-
ment. 
Hence it must be apparent that in most instances the selections for West 
Point will be made from the sons of those whose influence will be felt at 
elections, without reference to their military aptitudes; while youths of 
intellect, military spirit and bearing, but destitute of political influence, will 
be passed over. The importance of removing this pernicious source of 
favoritism is obvious. In a year or two after entering the institution, many 
of the youths find that they have mistaken their talents, and that they are· 
not adapted to the mathematical studies and mental training necessary to 
distinction at West Point. '!'hey fiually resign or are dismissed, and most 
frequently become a b: 1rden to their friends, and useless to themselves and 
society. But the evil does not end here. Of the forty who pass through· 
1he institution and graduate at the expense of the public, how many devote 
their energies and peril their lives in defence of their country? During the 
period of panic, while the Seminoles were butchering our fellow-citizens 
in Florida, the graduates of West Point in large numbers resigned tloleir 
commissions. Having received ·an education from the country which 
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enabled them to command a salary of a few more dollars annually in civiT 
life than that paid for defending the lives and property of our people at the 
post of danger, they hesitated not to embrace it; and, in this exigency, the 
Government had to.seek, from the ranks and the plough, men of talents and 
military spirit to supply their places. 
When we compare the spirit and patriotism of the ancient American sol-
dier with the resignations which have taken place since the commeucement 
of the Seminole hostilities, the contrast is hnrpiliating. It is the duty of 
the statesman and patriot to inquire into the causes, and to provide the 
remedy. 
Alth:mgh the parent or guardian is required to pledge himself that the 
youth shall serve the country eig·bt years, no penalty is attached, and ll() 
means devised to transfer that pledge to the cadet when he shall have-
arrived at the age at which ho is leg<i1ly responsible for his own acts. The· 
consequence is, that the public have begun to consider this promise as a 
dead letter; youths are sent here, as to literary institntions, for instruction; 
and after examination feel little moral or legal restraittt against the accept-
ance of any civil employment presenting s-uperior pecuniary inducements. 
Though called npon to spenl' tlllls freely on tltis point, justice to the public 
requires us to express the belie!" that they are not aware of the injury they 
do to the country, and that important part of its defence-the army. We 
rannot believe that they are aware that their sons or wards, on entering 
West Point, become soldiers in the regular army; that, althongil respected ,. 
as subordinate officers, they accept the bounty oC the Government in the ·· 
pay and instruc:ion which they receive, and that they are, or shonld be, 
bound to fulfil to the letter the stipulations of the contract. We do not 
believe that this, the true state of the case, is kept properly before the public. 
An honorable man would not pledge himself for the fnture course of his. ' 
son or ward, if he believed that pledge any thing dse than a mere form 1 · 
when he knew that it might he set aside by the yonth, either from his in-
aptitude or indisposition to fnlfil it. The parent or guardian makes what 
appears to him, no doubt, a mere formr1l pledge; sends the youth to "\Vest 
Point.; and indulges in the antici pntion of seeing him return to his home and• 
his friends an engineer and scholar, and well qttalified to fill important and 
lucra:ive stations-in civil life. 
Here we see the defects of the system developing themselves again. Of 
the forty who may have succeeded, not more than one-fourth, perhaps, are· 
adapted to the pursuits for which they were ostensibly educated. 
For more than twenty years, the average number of gradnates will, per-
haps, exceed forty annually, or a gross nn mber of eight hundred during the· 
whole penod. With these, a11d the officers retained in service at the re-
duction after the war with Great Britaiu, it wo11ld be reasonable to infer 
that our army must be kept sufficiently well officered, at all times and 
places. And yet, what is the fact? Snch has been the tendency to resigna-
tion, that, during the present Seminole hostilitiEs, there has often been sucb 
a scarcity of officers that second lieutenants have h:td to assmne the com-
ma_ntl of companies . . 'rhe inaptitude of many of the graduates of West 
Pomt for military life is strikingly illustrated by the resignation of one 
hundred and seventeen officers of the regular army during the first year· 
of this war, and the annual average resignations since, of about thirty, or 
three -fourths of the number added-yearly-by the academy. 
It is unnecessary to comment on the disastrous condition of the country17 
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when she finds the officers who, at an immense expense, she had educated 
to serve her in time of war, thus resigning· in the face of an enemy. It i;;:, 
perhaps, neitiJCr our duty nor our right to inquire into the motives for these 
resignations; !.Jut we feel that we could not havn discharged the duties 
you have assigned us, were we to fi1il to inquire whethr.r they had any 
conncxion with that institution in which these officers received their mil-
ary education. 
It has been urged by many of the advocates of the present plan of instruc· 
tion at West Point, that, though it may fail to furnish the country with a 
competent nnd accomplished military man in every graduate, still the pub-
- ,lie is amply compensated l.Jy the number of skilful engineers which it sup-
plies for other useful purposes. 
We will not hesitate to say that the course of i~1struction is probably 
well calculated to impart a knowledge of civil engineering, but we re'pudi-
ate the idea that this institution was created for such purposes ; and the 
plea set np in its defence shows that there has been a wide departure from 
the principles upon which it was organized. 
We can appeal to every law in relation to it as evidence that it is a mili-
tary post, selected as an appropriate place to teach the science of war, and 
therefore slwnld not be perverted to other purposes. But let ns wnive this 
indubitable testimony, and trace these rloctrines to their results. It is, we 
believe, admitted by a mnjority of the people of this country, that the Fed-
eral ngency at Washington hns, under the constitution, no power to under-
take a system of interual improvements. We presume that n bill to furnish 
the iron rails for a road between any two of the most important points in 
the Union would scarcely receive a respectable minority vote in either 
House of Congress at this time. If, then, the United States cannot constitu-
tionally provide the material for, or construct the work itself, by what au-
thority can it go a step fnrther, and expend the public trensnre in educating 
men, to enable them to exercise the proper skill in expending the funds of 
private individuals or corporations upon similar objects? 
Under the head of" constitutional law," we found thP. most latitudinarian 
doctrines taught at West Point. Kent's Lectnres and Bayard's Exposition 
were the only text·hooks presented to the cadets as in accordance with the 
£onstitution of the United StateR. 
In the important struggle of 1798-'9, the principles taught in these text-
books were distinctly repudiated by the people; yet we now lind the con-
stitution of the United States so construed at this institution, that its powers 
extend to the construction of works of internal improvement, the protection 
of any branch of industry or knowledge, the establishment of a nt!tional 
bank, or whatever Congress mny deem couducive to the general welfare; 
in tinP., that it is the sole judge of the extent of its own power. It is unne-
cessary to dilate on the fa!al effects of these doctrines, if carried on t by ~he 
commanders of our army, and tile various ineorporatcd companies now to 
be fonnd in every State of the Union, controlling, to an alarmin!:; extent, 
tlw labor, prosperity, and political power of the people. The cadet is :first 
taught to believe he will accomplish the purpose for which be elltercd the 
academy by becoming an accomplished engineer; and then follows the 
next lesson as taught in Bayard and Kent, tflil.t to concentrate in the hands 
of the Federal agency at Washington power OYer every subject supposed to 
be conducive to the general welfare, is the true interpretation of the consti-
tution. From these principles, the transition is easy and natural to the 
• 
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belief that the Central Government should engage in schemes of internal 
improvement commensurate with its greatness, and that the graduate of 
West Point should have the exclusive right of employment therein. 
To recapitulate: it appears that I his institution has been in operation on 
its present enlarged plan twenty-eight years; that the annual average num-
ber of graduates has been about forty, at an expense of two hundred 
thousand dollars; and now it fails to furnish officers for our small standing 
army. 
The remedies which the undersigned would respectfully suggest for these 
evils are the following: 
F'irst. The mode of appointment should be so changed as to take the 
power of selection and nomination absolutely from the reach of congres-
sional intluence. No appointment should be made, which had the sem-
blance of favoritism. The volunteer companies of the States and 'ferrito-
ries should have the selection of the young men to be educated at West 
Point; and those companies should be recognised as preparatory schools 
for the military instruction of applicants for the army of the United States. 
By this change, the public mind would become gradually awakened to the 
importance of a general military organization ; and the spirit of enterprise 
characleristic of the American soldier in the early days of our history 
would he gradually revived. 
But from the fact, readily admitted, that few volunteer companies are 
found beyond the cities and villages, a more general organization of the arms-
bearing population ought perhaps to be selected as the basis of appointment. 
The institution would then be a direct emanation from such population ; 
and the object for which it was organized can be alone accomplished by 
placing it on so firm a foundation. 
In the event of war, the brunt of the conflict will be sustained, not by 
the mercenaries bought to keep up the show of an army, but by the great 
mass of the citizen·soldiery of the country. They should therefore control 
the selection of those who at their expense are to be taught to defend the 
country, and to superintend the fighting of her battles. 'l'his mode of se-
lection and appointment will not only bring forward the best materials 
which the country affords for instruction at West Point, but it will react 
on the volunteer companies and militia, and revive, as before observed, the 
epergy, spirit, and enterprise of the American soldier. 
By transferring the nomination of cadets to West Point to the military 
()Tganizrrtion of the States, a new aspect will be given to the institution. It 
will no longer be viewed by the mass of the people as a great eleemosynary 
school for the education of the aristocracy or of political favorites ; but as 
a military post, where young :nen destined for the defence of thP-ir country's 
rights and liberties shall receive that instruction which will qualify them 
in the best manner to perform so important a dnty. 
'l'his change will snbserve anoth P.r important purpose: it will create a con-
necting link between the militia and regular army, and give a systematic and 
homogeneons character to the \vhole military organization of the country. 
Secondly. ". e would recommend a corresponding change in the age of 
admission, so that none should be admitted under the age of eighteen years. 
Many important objects wonld be gained by this alteration. 'l'he applicant 
will have arrived at an age at which be can assume the responsibilities of 
a contract to serve his country as a soldier. All intermediate agencies of 
parents or gnardirrns will be nnnecessnry, and the Government will have 
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power to compel the recipiel!lts of its favor to perform their portion of the· 
obligation ; and the number of graduates, instead of forty, will be increased 
to nearly the whole number of cadets. 'l'he military spirit and aptitudes 
necessary to secure the nomination, added to the more mature age, will 
afford greatly increased assurance that the cadets will enter the army with 
all the ardor and determination of a soldier. 
Thirdly. We would recommend a change in the course of instruction, 
adapted to the change in the character of the material. Attention to the 
intellectual manifestations of the cadets, and an adaptation of the course of 
instruction suitable to a full development of their aptitudes, should be re-
garded. Instead of attempting to impart a profound knowledge of the exact 
sciences to all, those only who evince a peculiar fitness for such studies 
should be trained to the utmost limits of their capacity; while those in 
whom the martial spirit predominates should not, with their ripening years, 
have their ardor quenched by the cold process of mathematical demonstra-
tions, nor the minute investigation of scientific studies. 
'l'he U!HlersignQd cannot close this report without availing themselves of 
the occasion to express the high opinion they entertain of the talents, in-
dustry, and gentlemanly bearing of the professors and their assistants; and 
nothing herein stated is intended to imply censure or the slightest want of 
confidence in any of the academic staff. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JACOB MEDARY, Jr., Ohio. 
H. KING, Missouri. 
JAMES HAGAN, Mississippi. 
LEIGH READ, Florida. 
'l'o the Bon. JoEL R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
No.1. 
Statement if disbursements on account of the O:nited ~tat;s .Military Acade.my, from June 30, 1839, to June 12, 184.0, by 
]Jlajor Richard Delafield, of t~~f}_or]Js cif Engmee1·s, and Supenntendent of the Militm·y Academy. 
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p::"'o 
For fuel, forage, .stationary, printing, transportation, and postage - $17,140 80 $125 65 $4,209 53 $6,78910,$3,470 70 $181 53 $2,615 59 
For repau~ and 1mpro1'ements - - - - _ _ 2,525 76 219 68 1,673 29 624 03 4 43 98 78 :!44 91 
For the department of philosophy - - - • _ _ 962 76 643 ~8 190 71 29 33 178 69 376 51 830 80 
For the department of engineering - - - - - - 3,025 48 - 217 84 259 73 198 08 - 2,349 83 For the department of drawing, chemistry, and mathematics - - 119 89 - 119 89 
For the department of artillery - - - - - - so 47 80 47 
For the increase and expense of t~e I ibrary - - • - 372 69 *66 60 334 55 34 86 30 16 39 72 
For miscellaneous and incidental expenses - - - • 515 41 - 135 62 264 09 39 43 - 76 27 For mineralogy and the sword exercise - - - - - 993 15 - 185 13 603 49 188 98 1 75 13 80 
For the acting professor of chemistry - - - 7 - - 45 84 - - - - - 45 84 For the assistant professor of chemistry - - - - •- 300 00 - - -. 300 00 For the public storehouse - - - - - - - 364 43 - 353 55 10 88 
For ihe workshops and yards - - - - - - 1 '133 97 - 1' 133 97 
For the pay of the adjutant's and quartermaster's clerks - - - 475 00 - 237 50 237 50 
For the brinting and binding Military Academy Regulations - - 360 00 - - 356 04 - - 3 96 For the uildings for the library, engineering, philosophical, and chem-
ical department - - - - - - - - 37,568 79 - 10,150 98 10,025 96 2,486 09 3,979 67 10,926 09 For defraying the expenses of the Board of Visiters - - - 1,060 44 - 1,060 44 
For the department of mathematics - - - - - 97 54 - 38 42 12 09 7 00 40 03 
For the department of drawing - - - - • - 285 00 - 161 16 109 85 2 06 11 93 
For the department of chemistry - - - - - - 827 50 - 62 62 500 46 1:! 80 50 00 200 62 
For the re~ervoir - - - - - - - - 3,118 00 - - - 2,740 45 - 377 55 
71,372 92 1,055 21 ~0,265 201 19,925 79 9,334 80 4,725 40 18,176 94 
----~- --- - ------ ---·· -
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No. !-Continued. 
REMARKs.-The balances of the appropriations which follow, repre-
sented to be remaining- on the 30th of June, 1839, are now exhibited as 
augmented by these additions, viz: • 
Fuel,j01·age, stationary, <J-c.-Received for coal (see Major Delafield's 
account current 1st quarter, 1839) - . - :. - $57 40 
And account current 2d and 3d quarters, 1839 68 25 
125 65 
Department of philosophy.-Received from Captain Talcott by Lieut. 
Colonel De Russy (see his account current 1st quarter, 1837) - $643 28 
This sum forms part of the $3,975 92 credit to Government as receivect 
from Col. De Russy in Major Delafield's account current 4th quarter, 1838. 
Repairs and improvements.-=-Rcceived from sundry persons, for ma-
terials charged as an expenditure to this appropriation (see account cur-
rent 4th quarter, 1S::l9) $94 56 
Received from the sale of two oxen 125 12 
219 68 
H. SWARTWOUT, 
1st Lieut. 3d infantry, Quartermaster Military Academy . 
• 
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No.2. 
Receipts and e.rpenditures on account of the pay, subsistence, <5-c., of tlte 
Jlllilitm·y Academy,jrom the 1st of January, 1839, to 31st of December, 
1839. 
To amount expended on account 
oft be pay, &c., of the officers, pro-
lessors, cadets, &c., for the months 
of January and February, 1839 -$17,405 23 
Balance unexpended lor January 
and February, 1839 - - 5,124 14 
To amount expended on account 
of the pay, &c., of the officers, pro-
fessor.,, cadets, &c., for the months 
22,529 37 
of March and April, 1839 - 17 , i25 31 
Balance unexpended for March 
and April, 18::S9 - - - 2,398 83 
To amount expended qn account 
of the pay, &c., ol the officers, pro-
lessors, cadets, &c., for the months 
:.20, 121 14 
ofl\Iay and June, 1839 • • 16,410 65 
Balance unexpended for May and 
June, 1839 • • - 4,688 18 
21,098 83 
To amonnt ~xpended on account 
oft he pay, &c., of the officers, pro-
Jessors, cadets, &c., for the months 
of July and Angust, 1839 • • 18,42-2 89 
Balance unexpended for July and 
August, 1839 - • • 3, 065 2!1 
To amonnt cxpen.dcd on account 
of the pay, &.o.;., of the oflicer~, pro-
Jc"o", cadets, &c., for the months 
:.!1,488 18 
nf Septcmbet' anc! October, 1 ~39 - 18,151 81 
Balnnce unexpenrled for ~eplember 
antl Octol!er, 1839 • - 9, 213 48 
2~ 
To amount expended on acconnt 
ufthe pay, &c., of the otlicers, pro-
fessor,, cadNs, &c., for the months 
of November and December, 1839 18 ,0 ll 83 
Ealance. unexpended for November 
tnd December, 1tl39 - - 10,501 65 
28,513 48 
Total amount expended for the 
VCtlf lH:l9 - • • • lOG, 127 72 
Balanr;e unexpencled for the year 
183\l - • • • 10,501 63 
llG,629 3i 
F eb. 7, 1839. By balance on hand 
from last payment - $3,880 37 
20. By this amount received 
on account oft he Military 
Academy for January and 
February, 1839 - - 18,6!9 00 
2-2,529 37 
Ap'l13. By balance on hand from 
lru;t payment - - 5, 124 1' 
26. By thts amount received 
on account oft he Military 
Academy for 1\farch aud 
April, 1839 • - 15,000 00 
20,124 14 
June 8. By balance on hand from 
last payment - - 2,398 8~ 
17. By this amount received 
on account of the Military 
Academy f-or May: nnd 
Juue, 1839 - • 18,700 00 
:41 ,09H 83 
Aug.12. By balance on hand from 
last payment - - 4,688 lS 
26. By this amount received 
ou account of the Military 
Academy for July and 
August, 1839 • - 16,800 60 
1!1,4tl8 18 
Oct 17. By balance on hand from 
last payment • - 3,065 29 
27. By this ;mount received 
on account of the Military 
Academy for September 
and October, 1839 - 2'l,300 0() 
27,365 29 -----
Dec.16. By balance on hand from 
last payment - • 9, 213 4!1 
27. By this amount received 
on account oftbe Military ' 
Academy for November 
and December, 18:;9 • 19 ,300 00 
28,51:3 48 
Total amount received fo :· the year 
1839 - • - • 116,629 37 
116,629 37 
The tmexpendcti balance on the 31st December, of $10,501 65, includes the sum of $7,500 
advaucerl on account ofsubsistencQ, for the purpose of procuring supplies for the cadets' com-
mons fvr the winter months, before the close of the river. 
The total amount of the balance for the year 1839 has beei,i. expended and accounted for 
duritig the present year. 
T.HOS. J. LESLIE, 
Paymaster U. S. Army, and Treasurer U. S. Milita1-y Acadcm,. 
Umno STATES MILITARY A cADEMY, Jli?t.e 12, 1840. 
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Statement slwwing the amount applicable to expenditure, and the amount 
ending the 30tk 
Designation of the 
appropriations. 
Fo1·tijications. 
Repairs of Fort Preble, 83,200 00 
Portland harbor, Me. 
Repairs of Fort Scam- 3,400 00 
mel, Portland harbor, 
Maine. 
Repairs of Fdrt McCla- 750 00 
ry, Portsmouth har-
bor, N.H. 
Repairs of Fort Con- 3,671 00 
stitution, Portsmouth 
harbor, N.H. 
Fort Warren, Boston $2,500 00 $10,304 33 150,000 00 
harbor, Mass. 
'Repairs of Fort Inde-
pendence, and sea-
wall of Castle Islan,\, 
E<»ton harbor, Mass. 
70 00 
Fort Adams, Newport 26,940 61 
harbor, R. I. 
;Fortifications at New 17,000 00 
London harbor, Conn. 
RepairsofFortNiagara, 20,640 00 
New York. 
Rebuilding and repair-
ing rhe old fort at Os· 
wego, (Fort Ontario,) 
New York. 
Fort Schuyler, East riv-
er, New York. 
Repairs of Fort Ham· 
ilton, New York. 
16,885 72 
12,000 00 
6,941 28 100,000 00 
3,816 95 80,000 00 
5,815 89 25 ,000 00 
8,465 83 27,500 00 
1,008 62 20,000 00 






$1,038 35 163,842 68 
1,821 89 108,833 17 
193 37 110,950 93 
11 12 47,827 01 
56,605 83 
37,894 3!1 ' 
93,361 72 
20,000 00 
Doc. No. 2. 159 
-expended, in the service of the Engineer Department, d'l!tring tlte year 
()f September, 1840. 
Amounts disbur~ed in the 
fourtl1 quarter of 1839, 
and first three quarters 
of 1840. 





















4th 1839 16,058 70 
1st 1840 4,065. 39 
2d 1840 7, 203 59 
3d 1810 3,687 59 
4th 1839 3, 652 45 
1st 1840 1, 930 74 
2d 1R40 4,506 74 
3d 1840 2,992 67 
4lh 1839 20,210 39 
1st 1810 3,015 40 
2d 1840 5, 133 79 
3d 1810 2~8 01 
4th 1839 6,433 34 
1st 1840 411 15 
2d 1840 G ,860 49 






1839 13,565 61 
1840 3,123 36 
1840 2, 785 51 
1840 749 58 







































. 19,474 36 
160 
Der.ignation of the 
appropriations. 
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-----------------1-------------------------------------~----------l 
Repairs of Fort Lafay-
ette, New York. 
Repairs of Fort Colum-
bus, New York. 
Repairs of Castle Wil-
liams, New York. 
Repairs of south batte-
ry, Governor's island, 
New York. 
Fort Delaware, Dela-
ware river, New York. 
Fort McHenry, Redoubt 
Wood, and Covington 
battery, Baltimore,Md. 
Fort Monroe, Hampton 
roads, Virginia. 
Rebuilding bridge over 
Mill creek, near Fort 
Monroe, Virginia. 
Repairs of road from 
Fort Monroe to Mill 
creek bridge, Vir-
gmia. 
Purchase of land in the 
vicinity of Fort Mon-
roe, V1rginia. 
FoM Calhoun, Hamp-
ton roads, Virginia. 
Fort Caswell, Oak isl-
land, North Carolina. 
Fortifications in Charles-
ton harbor, and pre-
:-ervation of the site of 
Fort Moullriw, S. C. 
Fort Sumter, Charleston 
harbor, 15. C. 




$33,800 ()() 1,481 98 
3,660 00 
29,118 48 7,975 91 
31,414 06 2, 78G 52 
391 OG 







































g~-~ £.S Amoun:s disbnr:serl in the .,so ..::c. .;:: 
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::md first three quarters .<:l<IJO "'<!!:> S'- 0~ 
Q.) $-<J,..o~ 
-~UJM '-"" cO - "8t .. E~S of lt:l40. '"0.._. ~] ~-== "' - V,.o 0 Q.) 
(J') 0 ~ 0 
_,_ 
~s""''"""' .,., 
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i "' ~ e: ... ~ 
<>K- "'"'"" 0 bli(i) t; ~ ,::<l>P.. oor-8 <=o c;cu]2vQ> s "'""' OlE-<~ ~"" 0-:: cd 0..-= -s d bil,<:J.s:>Cll o;::soo "' ..... <: "'1 ~ ~ CQ E-< --- ---- ---------------
3d of 1810 $153 2'2 
---- $153 22 81,~59 51 $5,000 ()() - 86,259 51 
- - - - 8,662 00 - 8,662·00 
- - - - 5,735 00 - 5,735 00 
- - - - 3,500 00 - 3,soo ·oo 
4th 1839 I ,·124 S4 
Ist 1840 244 80 
2d 1810 300 00 
3d 1810 152 00 --- 2,121 64 915 !18 32,770 00 - 33,685 98 
4th 1839 1,903 35 
2d 184.0 1,510 08 
3d 1&10 51 00 
---- 3,464 43 - 512 55 - 612 55 4th IR39 15,731 85 
1st 1840 6,780 45 
2d 1840 11' t :l9 91 
.3d 1840 8.Jl 25 
---- 34,503 4G 38 10 ~2,578 48 - 52,616 58 
- - - - 5,000 00 - 5,000 00 
1,000 00 ' 1,000 00 - - - - -
- - - - 1,000 00 - 1,000 00 
4th 1839 3,782 49 
1st 1840 1,953 21 
2.1 18!0 3,581 24 
3d 1840 2,148 02 
---- 11,464 99 984 03 71,799 06 - 72,783 09 4th 1839 1,203 06 
----- 1,203 06 60 6,000 00 - 6,COO 60 4th 1839 22,!J43 92 
1st 1810 33,385 58 
2d 1810 12,1'-66 75 
3d 1840 3,920 H2 
---- 73,117 07 5,953 01 5,409 23 - 11,36~ 24 - - - - 25,000 00 - 25,000 00 
- - - - 10,000 00 - 10,000 00 
11 
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Fort Pulaski, mouth of 
Savannah river, Ga. 
$8,8-10 00 8609 68 $44,000 00 .$~14 51 $53,GG1 I!l 
Repairs of Fort Marion, 7,214 32 4,9(}j 36 - -
" 
12,119 68 
and sea-wall at St. 
Augustine, Florida. 
Fort Picke!!s, Pensaco!:~. 
harbor, Florida. - 1,32-l 16 8,000 00 - 9,324 16 
Jii'ort on Foster's bank, - - 14,000 00 2,908 11 16,908 11 (Fort McRee,) Pen-
llacola harbor, Florida 
Resairs of old l!~ort 33, 120 00 1:J,607 97 15 ,000 00 - 63,727 97 arancas, Pensacola 
h:~.rbor, Florida. 
Repairs of Fort !'.lor- - 789 17 10,000 00 - 10,789 17 gau, at Mobile point, 
Alabama. 
Repairs of Fort Pike, - - 5,000 00 - I 5,000 00 Wgolets, Louisiana. Repair~ of Fort Wood, - - 3,580 00 - 3,580 00 Chef Menteur, La. 
Repairs of battery Bien· - - 2,5UO 00 - 2,500 00 venue, Louisiana. 
R~airs _of tower Duprt', - - 400 00 - 400 00 OUIS!ana. 
Repairs of F'ort J nck- - 733 71 !lO,OOO 00 - 20,733 71 ~on, Mi~'issippi riv-
er, Louisiana . 
.Repairs of F'ort St. - • - 3,300 00 - 3 300 00 Philip, Mississippi 
river, Louisiana . 
.Fort Living.<ton, Bar- 15,000 00 36,6-15 51) 15,COO 00 919 75 67,595 :!5 
rata ria i. land, Lon-
i.siana. . 
lncidrntal expenses at- 20,871 70 8,1=81 07 50,000 00 21 35 79,771 12 
tenrling 1 he repairs of 
.lonitkations. 
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4th of 1839 $5,955 58 
1st 1840 2,780 63 
2d 1840 643 58 
3d 1810 35 87 
------ $9,415 66 $248 53 $44,000 00 - $44,248 53 4th 1839 •1,237 41 
1st 1840 5,628 66 
2d 1840 906 26 
3d 1840 210 00 
---- 10,982 33 817 03 320 32 - 1,137 35 4th 1839 2,474 05 
1st 1810 
2d 1810 13 29 
3d 18!0 7 3! 
------ 2,49·1 68 - 8,000 00 Sl,170 52 6,829 48 4th 1839 3,919 53 
1st 1840 
2d 1840 12 35 ' 3d 18!0 13 !J-1 
----- 3,945 82 - 14,000 00 1,037 71 12,962 29 4th 1R:l!l 1!J,70:i 91 
lst 1810 5,719 63 
2d 1840 13,071 00 
3d 1840 6,712 39 
------ 41,208 93 - 2:1,001 00 481 96 22,519 04 
2d 1840 9 97 
3d 1840 ,, 11 58 
------ 21 55 767 62 10,000 00 - 10,767 62 - - - - 5,000 00 - 5,000 00 
- - - - 3,580 00 - 3,580 00 
- - - - 2,500 00 - 2,500 00 
- - - - 400 00 - 400 00 
2<1 1340 928 
3.\ 1840 2Z 19 
----- 31 47 702 24 20,000 00 - 20,702 24 
- - I - - 3,300 00 - 3,300 00 
' 
4th 183!1 2,'2cl9 00 . 
1st lR40 16 00 I 
2cl HHO. 4,889 62 
3d 1SIO 4,951 28 
---- 12,108 90 39,761 35 15,725 00 - 55, ,186 35 
4th 1R39 15,2~J9 91 
J~t 1840 298 65 ' 2d 18·10 31 50 . . ----- 15,5:!0 09 1,589 09 62,653 75 58 81 61,18103 
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Harbors and rircrs. 
Pr<.-'!\ervation of Deer -
island, Boston harbor, 
Massachaselts. 
Preservation of Rains- 1,473 00 
ford island, Boston 
harbor,l't!assachusells 
Improvement oft he nav- 3,646 83 
igation of the Hudwn 
nver, New York. 
Removal of obstructions -in Red ri nr. 
Improving the naviga-




uon of the Ohio river 
1,000 00 
above the falls. 
Improving the naviga-
tion of the Ohio and 
11,319 '37 
Mississippi rivers 
from Louisvil:e to 
New Orleans. 
Improving the naviga- -tton of the Mississip-
pi river abol'e the 
mouth of the• Ohio 
river, and the :\iis-
~>uuri river. 
l'ier in the :Mississippi -J'ivcr, near St. Louis, 
Missouri . 
. 
$8,315 50 $10 ,000 00 S33,GG9 87 
--·--- ---- ----- -----
152,900 70 885,108 00 $8,940 66 1,402,568 33 
------ -----
153 68 - - 153 68 
69 17 - - 1,541 17 
- - 1,637 59 5,284 42 
- - 153 11 153 11 
16,580 00 - 30 00 26,128 24 
5 32 - 3,250 91 4,256 23 
22,500 00 - 3iO 00 34,189 37 
20,56;) 75 - 350 20 20,915 95 
55 72 - !l,1i3 90 3,529 G2 
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4th of 1839 86,312 08 -1st 1810 630 7H 
lld 1840 655 00 
3d 1840 l ,284 74 
88,~2 60 $1,907 73 $23,242 37 362 83 $24,787 27 
----------------- -------------
- - 359,764 74 59,474 67 993,893 07 10,564 15 1,042,803 59 
---- ----- ----
- - -~ 153 68 - - 153 68 
~ 1839 1,495 03 
------ 1,495 03 46 14 - - 4614 
I 
4th 1839 3,423 00 
1st 1840 499 79 
id 1&10 60 65 , 
3d 1840 542 37 . 
------ 4,525 81 'j!)S 61 - - 758 61 1st&2d'40 4,023 65 
4th 
4,0"23 65 - - 3,870 54 1839 9,145 23 
1st 1840 10,388 89 
2d&3d'40 2,279 {12 
---- 21,813 74 2,796 26 1,518 24 - 4,314 6e 4th 1839 530 86 
1st 1846 573 21 
2d 1840 2,855 86 
3d 1840 135 00 ------ 4,094 93 161 30 - - 161 30 4th 1839 15,743 63 
ht 1840 12,327 09 
lld&.3d '40 3,686 80 
---- 31 ,757 52 1,112 48 1,319 37 - 2,431 85 
.lh 1839 12,505 25 
1st 1840 1,507 06 
lld 1840 703 98 
3d 18-le 524 40 ---- 15,240 63 5,675 32 - - 5,675 32 
fth 1839 IG G6 
1st 1840 525 54 
!ld 1810 6825 
3d 1840 1,334 57 
---- I ,945 Q-2 1,584 60 - - 1,584 60 
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Ice-breaker on Staten -
island, New York. 
$7,484 09 - - $7,484 09 
---------------- -----------





in 18,902 50 5,933 74 - 279 39 25,115 63 
Cumberland road in In- 20,000 00 6,810 17 - 2,572 46 29,38-2 63 diana. 
Cumberland road in II- 121,547 34 9,979 65 - - 131,526 99 
linoi~. 
-
---------- ------ ---·-- ----
' 
160,449 84 22,723 56 - 2,851 85 186,025 25 
----- ----- ------ ----- -----
• Ligkt·ltouses. 
Removing a light-house - 951 06 - - 954 03 at Goat island, Rhode 
Island .. 
Light-house on Flynn's 162,409 26 - - - 23,500 uo knoll, New York. •138,909 26 
------
23,500 00 - - ---· -
Removing a light-house *4,243 13 
at. 01~ ~oint Comfort, 
VHgmJa. 
-------------------- ------
23,500 00 954 06 - - 24,454 06 
• These two amounts were carried io the surplus .und on the 1st of January, 1840. 
Continued. 
A mounts disbursei'. in the 
fourth quarter of 1839, 
































































1 ,89fl 89 
8,o76 24 
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$95 12 37,388 97 - - $7,388 97 
------ ----- ---------- -----
84,991 45 19,677 36 $2,837 61 $3,870 M 22,514 97 
----- ----- -----
24,557 83 407 74 150 06 - 557 86 
20,555 52 2,227 11 6,600 00 - 8,827 u 
108,7:20 76 ~.806 23 - - 22,806 2l 
---------- ---------------
153,834 11 25,441 08 6,750 06 - 32,191 14 
----- ------ ----- -----------
926 62 27 44 - - 27« 
13,630 07 9,869 93 - - 9,809 93 
----------------------
14,556 691 9,897 37 - - 9,897 3'1 
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Military Academy - $47,072 34 $3,797 48 $28,493 95 $406 43 $79,770 20 
RECAPI'rU 
Fortifications - - 355,528 97 152,900 70 885,198 00 8,940 66 1,402,568 33 
Harbors and rivers - 26,957 44 67,412 73 - 9,1!G5 71 103,63.3 88 
:Roads - - 160,449 84 22,723 5G - 2,851 85 ISG,025 25 
Light-houses - - 23,500 00 954 06 24,454 06 
Military Academy - 47,072 34 3,797 48 28,493 95 406 43 79,770 20 
---- ·----- -----
613,508 59 247,788 53 913,691 95 21,464 65 1,796,453 72 
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4th of 1839 819,924 79 
1st 1840 9,334 80 
2d 1840 5,105 93 
3d 1840 13 ,R42 53 
---- 848,208 05 $4,768 2Q $26,793 95 - $31,562 1 
LATION. 
- - 359,764 74 59,474 67 993,893 07 $10,564 15 1,042,803 59 - - 84,991 45 19,677 36 2,837 61 3,870 54 22,514 n - - 153,834 11 25,441 08 6,750 06 - 32,191 14 - - 14,556 69 9,897 37 - 9,897 37 - - 48,208 05 4,768 20 26,793 95 - 31,562 1() 
--------------- -----
- - 661,355 04 119,258 68 1,030,274 69 14,434 69 1,138,969 ll2 
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Estimate of tile funds required by tlte Entrineet· Department for improve-
ments in rivers and roads (the 10o1·lcs being now under construction)for 
the year 1841. 
1. For continuing the improvement of the Hudson river 
above and below Albany - - · -
2. For the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio river 
between Pittsburg and the Falls . . -
3. For the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers from Louisville to ~ew Orleans -
4. For the improvement of the navi,g-ation of the Mississippi 
river above the mouth of the Ohio · 
5. For the improvement of the navigation of the Missomi 
river 
6. For piers for the improvement of the harbor of St. Louis, 
Missouri 
7. For the improvement of the navigation of the Arkansas 
river 
8. For the improvement of the navigation of the Red river 
9. For the Cumberland road in Ohio 
10. For the Cumberland road in Indiana -














December 3, 1840. 
Sl,Oo7,ooo oo 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, 
Colonel and C!tief Engineer. 
Estimate of tiLe funds required by the Engineer Department for a new 
work of ltarbor improvement for the year 1841. 
For the construction of a dike for closing the Hog-island chan-
nel, Charleston harbor - - . - - $50,000 00 
ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Decembe1· 3, 1840. 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, 
Colonel and Chief Engineer. 
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No.5. 
REPORT OF '!'HE CHIEF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEER. 
BuREAU OF ToPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS, 
·washington, November 12, 1840. 
StR: In obedience to your directions, I have the honor to submit the 
following annual report of the operations of the Bureau of Topographical 
Eugineers for the past year. 
No appropriations having been made at the last session of Congress, 
e1ther for surveys, or for the various roads, or river or harbor improve-
ments, the operations of the bureau have been necessarily limited to the 
extent which the balances of previous appropriations would justify, and 
to the preservation of the public property under its care. 
SURVEYS. 
Military and geographical. 
1. A detachment of the corps has been engaged on the survey of the 
boundary between Texas and the United States, and, also, on the survey 
of the northeastern boundary. These 1luties, being considered as intimately 
connected with the relations of our country with foreign Powers, have 
bten placed under the direction of the State Department ; the action of 
this bmeau, in the cases stated, being limited to the supply of such officers 
of the corps as were required. The service has been extremely drduous, 
and has, no doubt, received from the officer in command the zeal and abil· 
ity which have alw[\ys characterized his operations. 
2. The survey of the boundary between Michigan and Wiskonsin.-
As soon as arrangements could be made, a detachment of the corps was 
placed on this duty. No information has yet been received of its progress; 
nor is it anticipated that the duty will be completed this season, or that the 
'amount appropriated will be adequate to its completion. 
The party could not be organized till after the adjournment of Congress, 
as we were obliged to await its directions in the case; which, as the session 
extended to a late period, did not admit of the duty being commenced until 
the greater part of the most favorable season for such operations in that 
climate had already passed by. 
a. Survey west of the Mississippi, and north of the Missouri.-The 
vast amount of matter connected with this survey, resulting from the ope-
rations of previous seasons: and which had to be digested, calculated, and 
plattrd, has required the most unremitting labor of the party. The result, 
however, will be a highly accurate and valuable map, embracing- the whole 
ext£·nsivc trmitory from the confluence of the rivers Mississippi and Mis-
souri, and bGtween the same and our boundary north, in which 245 posi-
tiOns have been accurately determined by extensive series of astronomical 
observations. Many parts of the country were also surveyed in detail, and 
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the best information collected of other parts which could not then be ex-
amined. The party were extremely fortunate in preserving their barome-
ters, which enabled them to complete a highly interesting series of baro-
metrical observations. But ·neither the time devoted to the work, nor the 
strength of the expedition, nor the condition of the country, admitted a 
minute examination of all the space covered by the mars as a possibility; 
yet, however, the great amount of positively determined data, and the ex-
tent of gE:neral information collected, furnish the most satisfactory proof of 
the industry, the perseverance, and the intelligence of the party, and enable 
the department to present to the country a map of this extensive and hith-
erto comparatively unexplored region west of the Mississippi, that will rival, 
jn accuracy of all leading general features, the map of the settled parts of 
the United States east of that river. 
The map is nearly completed, the report is in hand, and both will be 
ready for such directions as Congress may think proper to give during the 
ensuing session. 
4. Survey of the mouth of the Suwanee river, J<l,orida, with a view to 
.its improvement.-'l'his survey has been completed, and t£1e map, report, 
plan, and estimate will be ready for the direction of Congress during i-ts 
ensuing session. 
5. 'l'he survey of Sackett's Harbor and its vicinity.-This work was 
commenced last. season, but not completed until this. The report and plan 
will be made during the course of the ensuing winter. 
6. The survey of the straits of Detroit.-A small detachment was 
early assigned to this duty, with orders to extend its operations throughout 
the whole of the connexion between Lakes Erie and St. Clair, and to turn 
its attention to some plan adapted to improve the navigation. It will prob,. 
ably take the greater part of the next season to complete the duty in the 
manner required, and to collect all the facts for the customary report, plan, 
and estimate. 
In making this survey, it became necessary to establish many points on 
the Canadian shore. 'l'he officer in charge of the duty was directed to 
communicate this necessity to the commanding officer of the British forces 
in that vicinity, and to apply to him for the requisite permission to enter 
upon the British territory. It gives me great pleasure to add, that the per-
mission was granted without delay, and with the courtesy which is alwayg 
to be anticipated from enlightened and liberal minds. 
7. Survey of tiLe Sault St. Marie.-Much anxiety has been frequently 
expressed to have correct information of this pass into Lake Superior. The 
immense commerce which will one day flo<1t on these inland seas will 
require, for its safety, the most accurate knowledge of their hydrography, 
and particularly of those passes which connect one lake with the othen, 
and where the principal impediments to an uninterrupted navigation are 
found to exist. On these and other accounts, this survey was ordered. 
It has been completed, and the party is now about to prepare the drawh11gs 
and report. 
CO~STRUCTIONS. 
Roads, and river and !tar·bor improvements. · 
In conseqnence of the want of appropriations, there hns been but little 
done, during the last season, on the various works of this kind under the 
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direction of this bureau. · Our efforts have been limited to the preservation 
of the works and property, and to such repairs as the small balances on 
hand would enable us to make. Snch of the public property as was perish-
able and liable to be lost, and for which fair prices could be obtained, has 
been directed to be sold; while property of a different character has been 
stored for preservation. Sales were absolutely necessary, in many cases, in 
order to raise funds to liquidate small demands against the works, and to 
meet the expenses which the preservation of other property required. 
ln reference to estimates for these works, I have thought it best to submit 
copies of those of last year. The Ia w requires that estimates should be 
S'Ubmilleil to Congress. All these works having bc>en authorized by law, it 
was considered advisable to submit estimates of all; and less than the amonnt 
now asked for in each cnse, for the operations of the eusuing season, will 
not admit of judirions arrangements. 
Having, in the report of last year, described these several works in much 
detail, in reference to plan and probable cost of ultimate completion, (which 
report will he found printed in Senate document No. 58, and House of 
~epresentatives document No. 2,) it leaves me no more to say on the sub-
Ject [lt present, than respectfully to refer to that report. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
Hon. J. R. PoiNS!i:TT. 
.1. J. Al'3ERT, 
Colonel Topographical Bngi11eers. 
Sec,ntary oj lYar. 
Estimate for various road~, 1·i·vo· and harbor improve"1Wills, and for sur-
veys, for the year 1841. 
ROADS. 
For repairing- aml completing the military road from Detroit 
to Fort Grutiot, 1\lichigan - - - -
For completing the road from Detroit to Saganaw, Michigan 
For the continuation of the road from Detroit to Grand river, 
~1ichig<111 
Por the continuation of the road between Sheldon's and the 
mouth of the St. Joseph's, Michigan 
For the continuation or tile road from Clinton to the rapids 
of Grand river, lVIichig-t\!1 
F'or the completion of the road from Niles to the mouth of 
the St. JosPph's, Michigan - -· - -
For the completion of the road from Detroit to Chicago, with-
in the limits of Michi<Ynn -
For completing the roa"'ct from La Plaisance bay to tile Chi-
cago road, Michigan - - -
For tile coutinuation of the road from Fort Howard, Green 
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For the completion of the road from Sauk harbor, on Lake 
Michigan, to the Wiskonsin $11,700 00 
For completing the road from .Milwaukie, by the way of 
Madison, to Dnbuque, on the Mississippi, Wiskonsin - 15,000 00 
For the continuation of the military road from Fort Craw-
ford, by Winnebago, to Fort Howard, Green Bay, Wis-
konsin 20,000 00 
For the completion of the road from Racine, by Janesville, 
to Sinipee, on the Mississippi, Wiskonsin 22,600 00 
For the completion of the road from Burlington towards the 
seat of the Indian agency, on the Des Moinef':, lo\Ya 6,500 00 
For the continuation of the road from Dubuque to a point on 
the northern boundary of tho State of Missouri, Iowa 21,500 00 
For the continuation of the road fi·om Burlington, Iowa, to 
De Hagues, in IJlinois 10,000 00 
For the continuation of the road from the northern boundary 
of Missouri to some point on the Mississippi between Du-
buque and Prairie du Chien 10,000 00 
For the continuation of the road opposite Memphis to the St. 
Francis river, Arkansas - 30,000 00 
HARBORS. 
For the continuation of the improvement at Kennebunk, 
Maine 
For the continuation of the breakwater at Stanford's ledge, 
Portland, Maine -
For completing the breakwater at Sandy bay, Mass. 
For the preservation of the dike at Newburyport, Mass. 
For the preservation of Duxbury harbor, l\lass. 
For the preservation of Plymouth harbor, Mass. 
For the continuation of the breakwater at Hyannis harbor, 
Mass. 
For the continuation of the breakwater at Bass river, Mass. -
For the preservation of Provincetown harbor, Mass. -
For removing obstructions in the harbor of New Bedford, 
Mass. 
For continuing the breakwater at Church's cove, Rhode 
Island 
For the continuation of the improvement of Bridgeport har-
bor, Conn. 
For the preservation of Black Rock harbor and Fairweather 
island, Conn. 
For completing the improvement of Southport harbor, Conn. 
For continuing the improvement of New Brunswick harbor, 
New Jersey 
For continuiug the preservation ot Little Egg- harbor, New 
Jersey 
For continuing the improvement of the harbors of Chester 
and Marcus Hook, Penn. • 
For the repair of the piers and preservation of the harbor of 
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For the completion of the improvement at Port Penn, Del. -
For continuing the Delaware breakwater 
For deepening the harbor of Baltimore, Md. 
For completing the improvement of the harbor of Mobile, 
Ala. 
For the continuation of the breakwater at Burlington, on 
Lake Champlain, Vermont 
For the continuation of the breakwater at Plattsburg, on Lake 
Champlain, New York 
For the improvement of the harhor of Whitehall, 1'\ew York 
For the completion of the improvement at Black river, New 
York 
For continuing the improvement at Salmon river, Lake On-
tario, New York -
l<'or continuing the improvement at Oswego, Lake Ontario, 
New York 
For continuing the improvement at Big Sodus bay, ·Lake 
Ontario, New York 
For continuing the improvement of Genesee harbor, Lake 
Ontario, New York 
For completing the improvement at Oak Orchard creek, Lake 
Ontario, New York 
For continuing tile improvement of Buffalo harbor, Lake 
Erie, New York - - - - - -
For contir)uing the improvement of Cattaraugus harbor, Lake 
Erie, New York -
For continuin!r the improvement of Dunkirk harbor, Lake 
Erie, New York -
For continuing the improvement of Portland harbor, Lake 
~rie, 'New York -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Erie, Lake 
~rie, Pennsylvania 
For continuing the improvement of Conneaut harbor, Lake 
Erie, Ohio - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of Ashtabula harbor, Lake 
Erie, Ohio - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of Grand-river harbor, 
Lake Erie, Ohio - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of Cleveland harbor, Lake 
Erie, Ohio - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of Vermillion harbor, Lake 
Erie, Ohio - - - - - -
For c0ntinning the improvement of Huron harbor, Lake 
Eric, Ohio - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of River Raisin harbor, 
M ichi~an - - - - - -
For repairing the piers at La Plaisance bay, Lake Erie, Mi-
chi<ran - - - - - - -
~or c~JJtinuingthe improvement of St. Joseph's harbor, Lake 
Michigan, Michigan - - - - -
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For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Chicago, 
Illinois $30,000 00 
For the construction of piers in the harbor of St. Louis, Mis-
souri 50,000 00 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Wilming-
ton, Delaware 5,000 00 
RIVERS, 
For the completion of the improvement of the Cocheco branch 
of the Piscataqua river, New Hampshire -
For continuing the improvement of the river Thames, Con-
necticut -
For continuing the improvement of the mouth of the Con-
necticut river 
For improving the natural channels at the northern and 
southern entrances of the Dismal Swamp canal, Virginia 
For the improvement of Core sound, North Carolina -
'For the improvement of Pamlico river, North Carolina 
For the improvement of Cape Fear river, North Carolina -
For continuing the improvement of Savannah river, Georgia 
For continuing the improvement of the inland navigation 
between St. Mary's and St. John's, Florida 
For the removal of the raft, and improving the navigation of 
Yellow river, Florida - - - - -
For the improvement of the entrance of the Sm-vanee river, 
Florida -
For deepening the mouths of the Mississippi ri\•er -
For dcepenin~ the channel between the two Hero islands, 
on Lake Champlain 
For continuing- the removal of obstructions at Black river, 
Lake Erie. Ohio -
For the improvement of the Hudson river, above and below 
Albany 
For rebt>ilding the light.house on the Brandywine shoal, 
mouth of Delaware bay - -~ 


















J. J. ABER'l', 
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Statement showing the amount applicable to expenditure, and the 
the year ending 30tk 
Names of appropriations. 
Construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana - - - -
Construction of a breakwater at the mouth of the river St. Joseph, Michigan 
Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, New York - -
Improvement of the harbor of Whitehall, New York - -
Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Vermillion river, Ohio -
Jmprovement of the harbor of Portland, Lake Erie, New York 
lmprovement of the harbor at Cattaraugus creek, New York -
Improvement of the harbor of Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New York 
Construction of a breakwater at Plartsburg, New York 
Construction of a breakwater at Burlington, Vermont -
Deepening the channel bet ween the North and South Hero islands, Vermont 
Roads ami canals - - - - - - - - -
Surveys of a military character - - - -
Improvement of the harbor of Presqu'isle, Po:nnsyll·ania 
Improvement of Dunkirk harbt>r, New York - -
Deepening the channel of the river Thames, Connecticut 
Improving the harbor of Westport, Connecticut -
Continuing the works at Bu1falo harbor, New York 
ea-wall separating Lake Erie from Buffalo creek, New York 
Sea-wall for the preservation of Fairweather island, Connecticut 
Improving the harbor of Saybrook, Connecticut 
Improvement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois 
Removing obstructions at Grand river, Ohio -
Placing buoys in the vicinity of the monument on Steele's ledge, :Maine 
Continuing a breakwater on Stanford's ledge, Portland harbor, Maine 
Breakwater at the mouth of Merrimack river, Massachusetts - -
Breakwater at Sandy bay, Massachusetts 
Preservation of Plymouth beach, Massachusetts 
Preservation of Duxbury beach, Massachusetts 
Preservation of the beach at Provincetown harbor, Massachusetts 
Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Bass river, MassachusetL~ 
:Breakwater at Hyannis harbor, Massachu>etts -
:Breakwater at Church's cove, Rhode Island -
Improving the harbor of New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Improving Little Egg harbor, New Jersey -
·-
Removing obstructions at Cunningham creek, Ohio 
Repairs at the harbor of Chester, Pennsylvania 
Improving the harbor of New Castle, Delaware 
Improving the harbor of Wilmington, Delaware 
Deepening the harbor of Baltimore, Maryland - - - - - - -
Improving the natural channels at the northern and southern entrance» of the Dismal Swamp 
canal 
Removing a sand shoal in P:unlico river, below ·wilmington, North Carolina - -
Opening a pa.ssage between Beaufort and Pamlico sound, and improving New river, N. C. 
Improvement of Cape Fear river, below ·wilmington, North Carolina 
Improving the navigation of Savannah river, Georgia - -
Improving the inland channel between St. Mary's and St. John's, Florid11 
Improving the harbor of Mobile, Alabama - . - - - -
Improving the navigation of the Cumberlancl river, Kentucky and Tennessee 
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amonnt e.1:pended, in the service of tiLe Topograpltical Bureau, during 
September, 1840. 
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$"2,943 59 $i,987 78 $871 31 $8,802 68 
3,970 50 1,910 97 985 84 6 8G7 31 
841 81 306 80 1:148 61 
1,670 00 517 75 41 46 2,2'29 21 
1,103 57 486 41 197 06 1,787 04 
I , 181 00 82 38 1,263 38 
3,997 00 347 51 4,344 51 
2,021 33 4,820 87 6 84~ 2tJ 
1723 ' 17 23 
3,980 ()() 116 64 807 70 4,901 34 
li,OOO 00 :>38 33 6,538 33 
115 87 180 34 ~6 21 
45 77 45 77 
1,046 00 259 66 1,305 66 
500 00 192 75 692 75 
109 55 109 55 
2,2'26 00 248 88 2,474 88 
8,517 00 587 75 9,104 75 
17,897 00 4,862 37 100 00 ~2,859 37 
5,097 10 5,J97 10 
9,250 00 1, 715 12 76 31 ll,04l 43 
3,239 10 557 99 3,797 09 
823 08 85 00 90S 08 
466 00 4GG 00 




788 37 1,014 90 
291 09 I 50 292 59 
355 33 31>5 33 
141 52 141 52 
1,410 41 209 83 1,620 24 
2,831 00 79 62 2,910 62 
9,389 00 9,389 00 
2,li58 20 2,658 20 
703 00 5,383 56 6,086 5G 
250 7l 250 71 
109 68 109 68 
2,573 00 470 19 3,043 19 
7,356 00 85 32 7,441 32 
7 48 7 4tl 
I, 113 31 1,113 31 
545 17 545 17 
2524 25 24 
159 48 1,850 19 2,009 G7 
4,865 00 1,832 29 6,697 29 
20,260 07 1,950 00 22,210 07 
C4,463 00 5,288 47 400 69,755 47 
11,500 ()i) llO 00 11,610 00 
• 
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STATEMENT-
Names of appropriations. 
Continuing the pier and mole at Oswe,!!'O, New York -
W orlrs at the mouth of Genesee river, New York 
Works at the harbor near the mouth of the river Raisin 
Removing obstructions at Black river, Ohio 
Removing obstructions at Conneaut creek, Ohio 
Removing obstructions at Ashtabula creek, Ohio ; 
Improving the harbor of Cleveland, Ohio • 
Roaclfrom Detroit to Saganaw bay, Michigan -
Road from Detroit towards Chicago, Michigan -
Road from Clinton to the rapids of Grand river, Michigan -
Road between Nile~ and the mouth of St. Joseph's river, Michigan 
Road between Sheldon's and the mouth of St. Joseph's river, Michigan 
Roan from Detroit to Fort Gratiot, Michigan -
Road from Detroit to Grauel river, Michigan • • • - - • 
Roacl from the northern boundary of Florida, by Marianna to Appalachicola, Florida 
Road from Tallahassee to lola, on the river Appalachicola, Flonda - - -
Road from St. Augnstine to Picolata, Florida • - • 
Road from Jacksonville, by the Mineral Springs, to Tallahassee, Florida 
Road from Jacksonville to Newnansville, Florida 
Road from Jacksonville to Sl. Mary'~, Florida - - - - - - -
Road from Fort Howard, at Green ·Bay, by Mil\\'aukie and Racine, to the northern boundary 
line of the State of Illinois 
Road from Milwaukie, on Lake Michigan, to a point opposite the town of Dubuque, on the 
Mi~~issippi river - - - - - - -
Road from the northern line of Missouri to the Mississippi - - -
Road from Fort Crt\wford to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, 'Viskonsin Territory 
Road from Racine, by Janesville, to Sinipee, on the Mississippi, )Viskonsin Territory 
Road from Sauk harbor to Dekorree, on Wiskonsin river, Wiskon~in Territory -
Road from Fond dn Lac, by Fox lalce, to Wiskonsin river, Wiskonsin Territory -
Road from Dubuque to the northern boundary of Missouri, Wiskonsin Territory 
Road from Bnrlington towards the Indian agency on the Des Moine's, Iowa -
Roacl from Burlington, Iowa, to De Hagues, in Illinois - - • -
Survey from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to Winyaw bay, S. C. 
Sun·ey of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay - - • - - -
Sun·ey of a route for a railroad from Milwaukie to Dubuque, 'Viskonsin Territory 
Sun·ey of Rock river, and tbe haven of said river, Wiskonsin Territory 
SurYey of the Des Moines and Iowa rivers, Iowa Territory 
Survey an·! improvement of the Sow:mee river, Florida 
Survey of Yellow ri1·er, Florida 
Survey of Red Cedar river, Iowa - - - -
Survey of the Neenah and Wiskonsin rivers, Wiskonsin Territory 
Surveyin~ and marking the boundaries bet ween the Indiart tribes west of the Mississippi 
Survey ot the boundary between l\11chigan and Wiskonsin - - - -
Light-house on the Brandywine shoal, in Dela"·are bay 
Protection of the northern frontier of the United States 
Continuing the Delaware breakwater 
Pier at the northern extremity of ·winnebago lake, 'Viskonsin Territory 
Placing buoys at the mouth of Neenah river, Wiskonsin Territory • 
Maps showing the position of the lands of each Indian tribe in amity with the United States 
Military and geographical surveys west of the Mississippi and north of the State of Missouri 
Total •. 
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18~ Doc. No. 2, 
STATEMENT-
Names of appropriations. 
Construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana - - . -
Construction of a breakwater at the mouth of the river St. JO€eph's, Michigan 
Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Bfack river, New York - -
lmprov~ment of the harbor of Whitehall, New York - - -
Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Vermillion river, Ohw 
Improvement of the harbor of Portland, Lake Erie, New York 
Improvement of the harbor at Cattaraugus creek, New York -
Improvement of the harbor of Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New York 
Construction of a breakwater at Plattsburg, New York - -
Construction of a breah·water at Burlington, Vermont .. - - -
Deepenin$" lhe channel between the North and South Hero i~lands , Vermont 
Roads and canals - - - - - - .. -
Surveys of a military character - - - -
Improvement of the harbor of Pre:>qu'isle, Penasyh·ania 
Improvement of Dunkirk harbor, New York 
Deepening the channel of the river Thames, Connecticut 
Improving the harbor of Westport, Connecticut 
Continuing the works at Buffalo harbor, New York 
Sea-wall separating Lake Erie from Buffalo creek, New York 
Sea-wall for the preservation of Fairweather island, Connecticut 
Improving the harbor of Saybtook, Connecticut - -
Improvement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois 
Removing obstructions at Grand river, Ohio -
Placing buoys in the vicinity of the monument on Steele's ledge, Maine 
Continuing a breakwater on Stanford's ledge, Portland harbor, Maine 
Breakwater [lt the mouth of Merrimack river, Massachusetts - -
:Breakwater at Sandy bay, :Massachusetts 
Preservation of Plymouth beach, Massachusetts 
Preservation of Duxbury beach, Massachusetts 
Preservation of the beac1t at Provincetown harbor, Massachusetts 
Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Bass ri1·cr, Massachusetts 
Breakwater at Hyannis harbor, Massachusetts - - - -
Breakwater at Church's cove, Rhode Island 
Improving the harbor of New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Improving Little Egg harbor, New Jersey -
Removing oootructions at Cunningham creek, Ohio 
.Repairs at the harbor of Chester, Pennsylvania 
Improving the harbor of New Castle, Delaware 
Improving th~ harbor of Wilmington, Delaware 
Deepening the harbor of Baltimore, Maryland - - - - - - -
Improving the natural channels at the northem and southern entrances of the Dismal Swamp 
canal 
Removing a sand shoal in Pamlico river, below Wilmington, North Carolina - -
Opening a passage between Beaufort and Pamlico sound, and improving New river, N.C. -
Improvement of Cape Fear river, below Wilmington, North Carolina 
Improving the navigation of Savannah river, Georgia - -
Improving the inland channel between St. Mary's and St. John's, Flm'l.da 
Improving the harbor of Mobile, Alabama - - - -
Improving the navigation of the Cumberland rirer, Kent11.cky and Tennessee 
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45 00 - 45 00 - 45 00 - 45 00 
1,755 78 - 729 31 - 686 68 - 535 55 3,300 67 - - - 2,081 43 - 1,146 8, 17 23 
3 813 !.15 - 243 4G - Hil 37 - 292 42 '514 31 - 561 53 - 1,388 78 - 2,705 70 
- - - - 20 06 - - $36 00 
73 78 - 102 43 - 83 45 - 100 00 
139 15 
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84 33 - - - 31 11 - 1,089 11 
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184 Doc. No. 2. 
Names of appropriations. 
Continuing the pier and mole at Oswego, New York -
Works at the mouth of Genesee river, New York -
Works at the harbor near the mouth of the river Raisin 
:Removing obstructions at Black river, Ohio -
:Removing obstructions at Conneaut creek, Ohio 
:Removing obstructions at Ashtabula creek, Ohio 
Improving the harbor of Cleveland, Ohio -
:Road from Detroit to .Sag11naw bay, Michigan -
:Road from Detroit towards Chicago, Michigan-
:Road from Clinton to the rapids of Grand river, Michigan 
Road between Niles and the mouth of St. Joseph's river, Michigan -
Road between Sheldon'£ and the mouth of St. Joseph's river, Michigan 
STATEMENT-
Road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot, Michigan - - - -
:Road from Detroit to Grand-river, Michigan - - - - - -
Road from the northern boundary of Florida, by Marianna, to Appalachicola, Florida 
Road from Tallahassee to lola, on the river Appalachicola, Flonda - - -
Road from St. Augustine to Picolata, Florida - - - -
Road from Jacksonville, by the Mineral Springs, to Tallahassee, Florida 
Road from Jacksonville to Newnansville, Florida - - -
Road from Jacksonville to St. Mary's, Florida - - - -
Road from Fort Howard, at Green Bay, by Milwaukie and Racine, to the northern boundary 
line of the State of Illinois - - - - - - - - -
Road from Milwaukie, on Lake Michigan, to a point opposite the town of Dubuque, on the 
Missi:;;sippi river - - - - -
Road from the northern line of Missouri to the Mississippi 
Road from Fort Crawford to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, Wiskonsin Territory -
Road from Racine, by Janesville, to Sinipee, on the Mississippi, Wiskonsin Territory 
Road from Sank harbor to Dekorree, on Wislwnsin river, Wislronsin Territory 
Road from Fond du Lac, by Fox lal1e, to Wiskonsin river, \Viskonsin Territory 
Road from Dubuque to the northern boundary of Missouri, Wiskonsin Territory 
Road from Burlington towards the Indian a,gency on the Des Moines, Iowa - -
:Road from Burlington, Iowa, to De Hague~, in Illinois - - - -
Survey from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to Winyaw bay, s.:c. 
Survey of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay - - - - - -
Survey of a route for a railroad from Milwankie to Dubuque, W iskonsin Territory 
Survey of Rock river, and the haven of said river, Wiskonsin Territory 
Survey of the Des Moines and Iowa rivers, Iowa Territory • -
Survey and improvement of the Su11·anee river, Florida 
Survey of Yellow river, Florida - - -
Survey of Red Cedar river, Iowa - - - - -
Survey of the Neenah and \Viskonsin rivers, Wiskonsin Territory 
Surveying and marking the boundaries between the Indian tribes west of the Mississippi 
Survey of the boundary between Michigan and Wiskonsin - - - -
Light-house on the Brandywine shoal, in Dcla\vare bay 
Protection of the northern frontier of the United States 
Continuing the Delaware breakwater c - • 
Pierat the northern PXtremity of Winnebago lake, Wiskonsin Territory 
Placmg buoy~ at the mouth of Neenah river, Wiskonsin Territory -
Maps showing the position of the lands of each Indian tribe in amity with the United States 
:Military and geographical surveys west of the Mississippi and north of the State of Missouri 
Total 
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186 Doc. No. 2. 
STATEMENT-
Names of appropriations. 
Construction of a harbor at Michi~?"an City, Indiana - - - -
Construction of a breakwater at the month of the river St. Joseph's, Michigan 
Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, New York - -
Improvement of the harbor of 1Vhitehall, New York - -
Improvement of the harbor at tl1e mouth of Vermillion river, Ohio - - ,. 
Improvement of the harbor of Portland, Lake Eri:< New York -
Improvement of the harbor at Cattaraugus creek, l~ew York - -
Improvement of the harbor of Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New York 
Construction of a breakwater at Plattsburg, New York 
Construction of a breakwater :it Burlington, Vermont - -
Deepening the channel between the North and South Hero islands, Vermont 
Roads and canals 
Surveys of a military character - - - -
Improvement of the harbor of Presqu' isle, Pennsylvama 
Improvement of Dunkirk harbor, New York - -
Deepening the channel of the' river Thames, Connecticut 
Improving the harbor of 'Vestport, Connecticut 
Continuing the works at Buffalo harbor, New York - -
Sea-wall separating Lake Erie from Buffalo creek, New York 
Sea-wall for the preservation of Fairweather island, Connecticut 
Improving the harbor of Saybrook, Connecticut 
Improvement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois 
Removing obstructions at Grand river, Ohio - - • .-
Placing buoys in tl1e vicinity of the monument on Steele's ledge, Mame 
Continuing a breakwater on Stanford's ledge, Portland harbor, Mame 
Breakwater at the mouth of Mtrrimack rive1·, Massachusetts - -
Breakwater at Sandy bay, Mas~achusetts 
Preservation of Plymouth beach, Ma~sachusetts 
Preservation of Duxbury beach, Massachusetts 
Preservation of the beach at Provincetown harbor, Massachusetts -
Improvement of the harbof at the mouth of Bass river, Massachusetts 
Breakwater at Hyannis harbor, Massachusetts -
.Breakwater at Church's cove, Rhode Island -
Improving the harbor of New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Improving Little Egg harbor, New Jersey 
Removing obstructions at Cunningham creek, Ohio 
Repairs at the harbor of Chester, Pennsylvania 
Improving the harbor of New Castle, Delaware 
Improving the harbor of Wilmington, Delaware 
Deepening the harbor of Baltimore, Maryland - - - - . - , -
Improving the natural channels at th~; northern and southern entrances of the D1smal Swamp 
canal - - - - - - - - -
Removing a sand shoal in Pamlico riv~r, below. Wilmington, :r'lorth ~arolina . -
Openmg a passage between BPaufort and Pamltco sound, and lmJ!lrovmg New nver, N. C. -
Improvement of Cape Fear river, below Wilmington, North Carolma 
Improving the navigation of Savannah river, Georgia - -. 
Improving the inland channel between St. Mary'o: anct St. John's, Flonda 
Improving the harbor of 1\lobile, Alabama - - - • -
Improving the navigation of the Cumberland river, Kentucky and Tennessee 
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6,867 31 .. 
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2,2-28 43 78 78 
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180 00 402 38 $681 00 1,083 38 
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17 23 
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ISS Doc. No. 2. 
Nll.l11es of appropriations. 
Continuing the pier and mole at Oswego, New York 
Works at the mouth of Genesee river, New York 
Works at the harbor near the mouth of the river Raisin 
Removing obstructions at Black river, Ohio 
Removing obstructions at Conneaut creek, Ohio 
Removing obstructions at Ashtabula creek, Ohio 
Improving the harbor of Cleveland, Ohio -
Road from Detroit to Saganaw bay, Michigan 
Road from Detroit towards Chicago, Michigan -
Road from Clinton to the rapids of Grand river, Michigan 
STATEMENT-
Road between .Niles and the mouth of St. Joseph's river, Michigan -
Road between Sheldon's and the mouth of St. Joseph's river, Michigan 
Road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot, Michigan 
Road from Detroit to Grand river, Michigan - • - - - -
Road from the northern boundary of Florida, by Mariann01, to Appalachicola, Florida 
Road from Tallahassee to lola, on the river Appalachicola, Florida • 
Road from St. Augustine to Picolata, Florida - - - -
Road from Jacksonville, by the Mineral Springs, to Tallahassee, Florida 
Road from Jacksonville to Newnan&ville, Florida 
Road from Jacksonville to St. Mary's, Florida -
Road from Fort Howard, at Green Bay, by Milwaul\ie and Racine, to the northern boundary 
line of Lhe State of Illinois - - - - - - - - -
Road from Milwaukie, on Lake Michigan, to a point opposite the town of Dubuque, on the 
Mississippi river - - - - - - - - - -
Read from the northern line of Mi~souri to the Mis~issippi - - -
Road from Fort Crawford to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, Wiskonsin Territory -
Road from Racine, by Janesv1lle, to Sinipce, on the Mississippi, Wiskonsin Territory 
Road from Sank harbor to Dekorrec, on Wiskonsin river, Wi,konsin Territory -
Road from Fond du Lac, by Fox lake, to Wiskonsin river, Wiskonsin Territory 
Road from Dubuque to the northern boundary of Missouri, Wiskonsin Territory 
Road from BurlingLOn towards the Indian agency on the Des Moines, Iowa -
Road from Burlington, Juwa, to De Hagues, in Illinois - - - -
Survey from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to Wir..yaw bay, S. C. 
Survey of Crow ~hoal, in Delaware bay - - - - - • 
Survey of a ronte for a railroad from Milwaukie to Dubuque, Wiskonsin Territory 
Survey of Rock river, and the haven of said river, "Wiskonsin Territory 
Survey of the Drs Moines and iowa ri\·ers, Iowa Territory 
Survey and improvement of the Suwanee river, Florida 
Survey of Yellow river, Florida 
Survey of Red Cedar river, fowa - - - • -
Survey of the Neenah and >Viskonsin river~, Wiskonsin Territory 
Surveying and marl1ing the boundaries between the Indian tribes west of the Mis>i,sippi 
Survey of the boundary between .Michigan and >Viskon~in - - - -
Light-hou~e on the Brandywine shoal, in Delaware bay 
Protection of tl1e northern frontier of the United States 
Continuing the Delaware breakwater 
Pier at the northern extremity of >Vinnebago lake, Wiskonsin Territory 
Placing buoys at the mouth of Neenah river, Wiskon>in Territory - . 
Maps showing the position of the lands of each Indian tribe in amity with the Untt@d States 
:Military and geographical surveys west of the Mississippi and north of the Stale of MJSsoun 
Total 
- -------- - -
ToPOGRAPHICAL BuR.E.<u, Not•enwer 12, 1840. 
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12,932 36 
773 62 51 59 - - • 51 59 
3,257 36 6,742 64 - - 6 742 64 
1,382 00 30 82 - - I 30 82 
10,000 00 
28 57 4,163 67 28 57 - -
4,444 43 429 35 - - 429 35 
16,384 68 276 90 - - 276 90 
3, 714 80 12-2 62 - - 122 62 
2,302 27 197 73 - - 197 7:1 - - 4 03 - - 4 03 - - 415 63 - - - 415 63 
- 556 98 - - 556 98 
710 33 139 67 - 139 67 - - 1,000 00 1,000 00 
7,600 35 274 07 5,088 00 5,362 07 
283 18 66 82 - - .66 s:~ 
290 00 18 - - J8 
1,339 70 660 30 - 660 30 
20 00 2,278 45 G,Oi2 00 '8,350 45 - 19,107 73 3,000 00 - 3,000 00 371 36 9,552 00 9,923 3G 
3,552 13 3,660 65 - - 3,660 65 3,!)'83 16 6,159 21 - - 6,159 21. 216 86 192 93 - 192 93 - -849 00 - 500 00 500 00 
- 15,126 90 21 61 1,742 20 1, 7G3 81 
369,186 13 52,678 50 81,934 83 134,613 33 
190 Doc. No. 2. 
No.6. 
REPORT OF THE PAYMASTER GENERAL. 
PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
November 21, 184.0. 
SIR: 'I'he tabular statement which accompanies this, shows the amount 
of funds that was in the hands of the disbursing officers of the Pay Depart-
ment on the 30th September, 1839, to have been $482,854 89. In addi-
tion to this, they received, in the fourth quarter of 1839, and in the first, 
second, and third quarters of 1840, $2,439,479 65; making the amount to 
be accounted for $2,922,334 54. Of this sum, $2,439,302 27 were dis-
bursed and accounted for within the fiscal year ending the 30th September, 
1840. The balance, $483,032 27, is to be applied to payments that fall 
due within the present quarter. I have already received accounts for the 
disbursement of $166,587 59 of this balance, and have full confidence 
that the whole will be accounted for by the end of the quarter. 
The arrearages now due to the regular troops are less than they have 
been at any time heretofore, when I have had the honor of reporting to 
you on the subject. 
It will not require the whole of the last appropriation to complete the 
payment of the regular army to the end of the year ; and I have deducted 
from the estimate for 184.1 $500,000, as the probable amount that will 
remain in the Treasury after satisfying all claims against the department 
for the year 1 84.0. 
No appropriation was made at the last session of Congress for the pay-
ment of volunteers or militia. The balances in th~ hands of paymasters 
applicable to suqh payments have been, and will be, applied to them, and may 
be sufficient to satisfy the claims of such as were called into service on tlte 
requisition of the President. But the Governors of Georgia and Florida 
found it necessary to order a portion of their militia into service, without 
awaiting the President's requisition. He has since, however, sanctioned 
the orders, and placed them on a footing with militia regularly called into 
service. As no provision wns made for the payment of these, I respectfully 
recommend an early application to Congress for an appropriation, and, at 
the same time, to authorize paymasters to apply any balances in their 
hands of former appropriations for volunteers or militia to the payment of 
militia services in Florida. 
In yom last annual report, yon were pleased to recommend legislative 
provision for the better organization of the Pay Department, aud for reim-
bursing paymasters the amount of such disallowances in the settlement of 
their militia accounts as are caused by improper organization under State 
laws, or want of formality in their rolls and papers. It is believed the 
committees, to which the subject was referred, were in favor of the recom-
mendation, and, if their attention is ogain called to it, will rep~rt a bill 
accordingly. 
Respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
Ron. J. R. PoiNSE'l'T, 
Secretary of War. 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster Genetal. 
Statement sltowiug the amouut tpplicable to e:Lpenditw•e, aud tile amouut e-1-pended in tlte service of tlw Pay Department, 
during tlte yea1· ending the 30tlt September, 1840. · 
Balances undrawn I Balances in hands of Additional sums ap- Total amount under 
from the Treasury disbursing agents propriated during each different head 
!'IA~I£S 01' .U'PROPllJATlOISS. 30th of September, at that date. the ensuing<Session of appropriation 
1839. . of Congress. applicable to ex· 
I aenditure in this I 
~ epartment. 
Pa{: of the army • - - - - - . $1,592,253 33 $ 134,080 16 $1,172,028 00 $2,898,361 79 
Su sistencc of ot!icers - - - . . . 299 422 2~ 55,286 57 514,489 00 869,197 79 
Forage • • • . . . . . 77:828 74 - - 114,571 00 192,399 74 
Paym.ents in lieu of clothing . . . . . ' 17,643 77 - - 80,030 00 97,673 77 
• 1,987,148 06 i= 189,367 03 ------------------Amount, anny - . . . . . 1,881,118 00 4,057,633 09 --------
Pa~ of officers and cadets - . . . • 28,971 80 17,930 67 59,22800 106,13047 
Su oislencc of officers and cadets . . . • 22,270 40 2,502 80 40,004 00 64,777 20 
Forage • - - . . . . • 2,861 oo I _ _ . 3,936 00 6,797 00 
Clothing of officers' servants . . . . • I 15 73 - - 390 00 505 73 ---------------= 103,558 oo 1= 178,210 10 Amount, Military Academy . . . . • 5!,218 93 20,433 47 ---------------
Tennessee volunteers . . . . . . 58,938 06 - - - - 58,938 06 One month's pay to Kentucky, Alabama, Tennessee, and Mis-
sissippi volunteers - • • • • - 49,062 64 - - - 49,062 64 India11a militia, per act of 3d March, 1839 - • • - 788 61 - - 788 64 Pay of four thousand volunteers, including arrcarages • - 234,705 7G 134,384 35 - - 369,150 11 Ohio militia, (Captain Vannetten's compa11y,) per act 3d of 
263 2-2 Marcil, 1839 • • • • - • ; 263 22 - - - -Rifle rangers, Coosada volunteers, &c. - • • - ll ,G50 00 - - - 11,650 00 Protection of northern frontier • • • • • - - 137,881 40 - - 137,881 40 
Amount, militia and 1·olunteers . . . . 354,679 ()8 273,051 39 - - 627,734 07 










Amount disbursed in the fourth quarter of 1839, and first three quarters of 1840. 
c 
NAMES OF APPROPRIATIONS. . Fourth qnarter, 1839. First quarter, 1840: Second quarter, 1840 . Third quarter, 1840. 
By disbursing agents. By disbursing agents. By disbursing agents. By disbursing agents. 
Pay of the army - - - - - - - $314,498 77 $346,523 42 8394,935 86 $327,261 47 
Subsistence of officers - - - - - - 120,726 85 100,586 81 135,768 78 119,085 14 
Forage - - - - - - - - 27,318 71 21,235 7~ 31,337 82 27,831 99 
Payments in lieu of clothing - - - - - 15,029 99 ~1 ,9Z7 24 15,300 92 15,354 08 ----------------------------
Amount, army - - - - - - - 477,574 32 490,273 19 577,343 38 489,532 68 --------------
Pah of officers and cadets - - - - - 20,875 06 10,:~80 93 10,883 75 17,891 00 
Su sistence of officers and cadets - - - - 14,345 60 6,970 60 I 6,928 so 12,483 so Forage. - - • - - - - - 1,208 04 596 80 I 930 33 800 00 
Clothing of officers' servants - - - - - 146 00 63 50 I 91 98 100 00 --------
__ 18,01~1-~~~ 
-------
Amount, Military Academy - - • - • 36,574 70 31,274 80 -------- --------
Tennessee \"olunteers • - • • • • 
One month's pay to Ken111cky, Alalmma, T ennilssee, and Mis-
sissippi volunteers • • • • • • 
Indiana militia, per act 3d of March, 1839 • . • - - . - - 614 43 Pay of four thous3nd \"olunteers, including arrearagcs • • 30,062 24 127,&25 21 133,481 47 61661 11 Ohio militia, (Captain Vunnetten's company,) per a~t of 3d 
March 1839 • • • • • - - - - - - - - 36 64 Rifle rangers, Coosada volu~teers, &c. - • • - - - - - - - 1,201 41 Protection of northern frontler • • • • • 










ST A TEMENT-Continu~d. 
!>A~!Eil or APrn.ornr4nONS, 
Pab of the army • . . . . . -
Su sistence of officers . . . . - -
Forage - • - . . . - . 
Pay menu; in lieu of clothing - . - . . 
Amount, army • . . . - - -
Pay of officers and cadets • - . . . . 
Subsistence of officers and cadets - . - . 
Forage • • • . . - - . 
Clothing of officers' servants . . . . . 
Amount, Military Academy. . . . . . 
Aggregate am'nt dis-
bursed between 30th 
, of September, 1839, 
and 30th Beptem-













Balance in the hands 
of agents unexpend-
ed on the 30th Sep-
tember, 1840. 
Balance undrawn ITolalam'tunexpended 
from the Trea;,ury 30th Sept., 1840, and 
on · the 30th Sep- applicable to future 
, teniber, 1840. . expenditure, or to be 
I re,tored to the unap-. I propriatetl moneys 
in the Treasury. 
$135,943 43 . $1,379,198 84 $1,515,142 27 
393,030 21 393,030 21 
84,675 50 84,675 50 
30,061 54 30,061 54 
135,943 43 1,886,966 09 2,022,909 52 
--------- -------------
16,694 56 29,405 17 46,099 73 
2,474 00 21,574 40 24,048 40 
- - 3,261 83 3,261 83 
6872 ,--~~ 101 25 ------
__ 19 ,237 ~ 54,276 93 73,514 21 
I 58,938 06 I - - 58,938 06 Tennesiee volunteers • - • - • -
One month's pay to Kentucky, Alabama, Tennessee, and Mis· 
sissippi volunteers • • • • • - .:. _ 49,062 64 I _ - 49,062 64 
Indiana militia, per aet of 3d March, 1839 • • - 614 43 174 21 _ - 174 21 
Pay of four thousand volunteers, inc lading arrearages- - 298,030 03 71,120 08 _ _ 71,120 08 
Ohio militia, (Capt. Vannetten's com'y,) per act 3d March, 1839 36 64 226 58 _ _ 226 58 
Rille rangers, Coosada volunteers, &c. • - • - I 201 41 10,448 59 _ - 10,448 59 
Protection of northern frontier • • - • • _ ' _ 137,881 40 , _ _ I 137,881 40 -----------1 Amount, militia and volunteers • • • • 299,882 51 327,851 56 _ _ 327,851 56 
Total, army, Militarv Academy, and militia and volunteers • -2,439,30~ --~03227 --~3"02 --2,424~W 
• Ofthe balance in the hands of agents on the 30th Septemb~r last, the sum of $166,587 59 has since been accounted for. 
P~TM4ern GENERAL's OFFICii November 21, 1840. 
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No.7. 
REPOR'r Of' THE SURGEON GENERAL. 
SuRGEON GENERAL's OFFICE, 
November 10, 184.0. 
SIR: In obedienc.e to your circular of the 8th September last, I have the 
honor to lay before you the following statement of the fiscal transactions, 
and report upon the operations generally, of the Medical Department of the 
army. 
All the medical supplies required for the military service have been regu-
larly furnished, of good quality, and as promptly as practicable; and a strict 
accountability for these and all other public property in their charge has 
been rigidly exacted, both from the medical officers of the army, and from 
the private physicians in the military service of the United States. 
The amount of the appropriation for the Medical and Hos-
pital Department remaining on the 30th of September, 
1839 (No.1)-
In the hands of disbursing agents, was 
In the Treasury of the United States 
And the amount appropriated by the act of Congress of the 
20th July, 1840, was 
Ol this sum, there has been paid during the past year at the 
Treasury-
On account of the pay and other claims of private physi-
cians 
On account of medical and hospital supplies 
And by disbursing agents for medical and hospital supplies, 
b0oks, printing, &c. 
Leaving a balance on the 30th of September, 1840-
In the hands of disbursing agents, of 
And in the Treasury of the United States -
The amount of the appropria:ion for erecting hospitals at 
military posts remaining on the 30th of September, 1839-
In the hands of disbursing agents, wus 
Of this sum, there has been expended in completing the hos-
pital at New York, and in the erection of hospitals at 
Sackett's Harbor and at Plattsburg - -
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In addition to the sum of $33,347 61, which has been ex-
pended from the appropriation for the Medical and Hos-
pital Department, disbursements to the amount of several 
thousand dollars have been made on account of the Med-
ical Department from the appropriation for suppressing In-
dian hostilities, and the appropriation for protecting the 
northern frontier. As these dislmrscrnents, howe\'er, were 
· made by officers of the Quartermaster's Department, under 
the orders of military commanders, and to meet contingen-
cies growing out of the temporary employment of militia, 
sudden movement of troops, and the occupation of new 
posts, &c., &c., the amount of the several expenditnres 
will be embraced in the report from the Quartermaster 
General's office. 'l'he amount of money remaining on 
hand at the close of September, 1839, together with the 
sum of the receipts within the past year I.Jeing-
On ncconnt of the appropriation for the Medical and Hos-
pital Department - - - - -
· On account of the appropriation for erecting hospitals at mil-
itary posts 
And the snm of all expenditures during the same period be-
ing-
Under the appropriation for the Medical and Hospital Depart· 
me.ut 
Under the appropriation for erecting hospitals at military 
posts 
'l'here remained on the 30th of September, 1840, in tile 
hands of disbursing- ngents, and in the Treasury of' til e 
United States, applicable to future · disbursements, the un-










The number of cases of indisposition which have been under treatmeat 
by the medical officers of the army, and private physicians employed in . 
the service of the United States, during the ·twelve months between the 
30th of September, 1839, and the 1st of October, 1840, was 29,076; 28,167 
of which occurred within the past year, 909 being cases that remained of 
the preceding year. (No.2.) 
Ofthewhole number of persons reported sick, 27,514 have been restored , 
to duty, 215 have been discharged the service, 33 have deserted, and 254:. 
have died; leaving, on the 30th of September, 1840, 1,060 still on the sick 
report. 
From the monthly returns and other reports, the mean strength of the 
army for the last year is estimated at 10.116; and as the number reported 
sick during the year was 29,076, and the aggregate of deaths was 254, it 
will appear that the proportion of cases of indisposition to the number of 
men in service was as l to 2T"-f1 or 280 per cent. : the ratio of deaths to th! 
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number of men 1 to 39~, or 2! per cent. ; and the proportion of deaths to . 
the number of cases treated, as l to 114!, or a fraction less than 1 per cent. 
Upon comparing the sick reports frcm the different sections of country, 
we find that the greatest number of cases of indisposition and the greatest 
amount of mortality have, as heretofore, occtured among the troops serving 
at the southwestern posts; while the least amount of sickness and the few-
est number of deaths, comparatively, have occurred at the military posts 
of the northwestern section of om country. 
Of the posts occupied by troops during the last year, Forts Gibson and 
Wayne, on the southwestern, Fort Crawford and Detroit, on the northwest-
ern, and Poinsett barracks and Madison barracks, on the northern frontier, 
were the most unhealthy in their respective sections of country. 
Hancock barracks, in Maine, (the only eastern post occupied by a large 
body of troops,) is always healthy. And the army in Florida has, during 
the last year, comparatively speaking, suffered Jess from disease, and lost 
fewer men by natural causes, than the troops on the southwestern stations, 
or those located at Detroit, Poinsett barracks, and Madison barracks. 
'l'he unusual amount of sickness aud of mortality at Madison barracks, 
Poinsett barracks, and at Detroit, may be attributed, in a measure, to the 
location of the troops within, or in the immediate vicinage of, Sacketts Har- . 
bor, Bufl'alo, and Detroit. •rroops are always more sickly, and their dis-
eases generally more malignant, when brought into temptation, and placed 
within the reach of the dissipation of a town. 
Of all the military posts, however, which have been occupied by troops . 
for several years past, Forts Gibson and Wayne, in the State of Arkansas, . 
are decidedly the most sickly. 
Fort Gibson, in particular, is an exceedingly unhealthy position; it has. 
not only given a greater nnmber of deaths, but, I believe, has invalided 
more men, for the last ten years, than any other military station in the 
United States. This post is situated in the immediate vicinity, and on the 
northeast side, of the rivers Arkansas, Verdigris, and Neosho; and as the 
prevailing winds during the snmmer season come from the south and 
southwest, it is to leeward, and, consequently, on the wrong side of those· 
rivers; and an immense tract of low land, intersected with lakes, lagoons,_ 
&c., near the confluence of the streams. 
Comfortable quarters and good police, as a general rule, contribute greatly 
to the preservation of health in the army. Here, however, the best accom-
modations and the soundest discipline can avail but little in maintaining 
the health of the troops ; it is manifestly an improper position, (the decision 
~fa late board of officers to the contrary notwithstanding,) and should be 
-abandoned, if a better spot can be found within twenty miles around, be-
fore the permanent barracks are erected. While the Government, on the 
one hand, can, in times of difficulty and of peril to the country, rightfully 
exact of the officer and the private all that man can accomplish, the soldier, 
on tile other hand, has a right to expect from the Government, in time of 
pence and of rest, protection, as far as is compatible with the nature of the 
service, against the invisible enemy-that most destructive foe to all armies, 
malarial disease. 
A he'althy position (or the less sickly point in an unfriendly clime) is. 
wonn more to a military body than a dozen physicians. Troops, to be effi-
~dent, must be kept healthy. One hundred men in good health, and sound 
in spirit,;ne better than a thousand dispirited, dissatisfied invalids, either 
to give chase or battle to the Indians. 
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In connexion with this subject, I bc-g leav~ to give here a transcript of 
my report on a former occasion, touching the matter of our frontier line of 
defence, &c. 
" If the troops must be located on the north side of the Arkansas, and near 
their present position, the best place is on a ridge of ground called Menard 
mountain-from four to six miles from Grand river, and nbont the same dis-
tance from the Arkansas, and on the road leading to Fort Smith. A more 
desirable position, however, I think may be found on the south side of the 
Arkansas, at Frozen-rock, two or three miles below the month of the Neosho, 
and perhaps another ten or twelve miles lower down on the Arkansas river. 
"In looking for a place for a military station on our inland frontier, the 
same rules cannot be properly adopted that would govern us in locating 
troops ou the Atlantic, or other sections of country exposed to foreign in-
vasion or the assaults of a civilized enemy. In selecting a site for a mil-
itary station within the reach of a r.ivilized enemy, the first object in vie\V 
should be military position-that' is, the capabilities of the place for defence, 
while it wonld control a pass through the mountains or other direct line of 
march, or command the entrance into a river, bay, &c. In locating troops 
in the interior of the country, however, where our business is not to control 
the navigation of the rivers, or the passes up and down the country, but to 
watch the Indians, and be ready to protect the frontier settlers, the first ob-
ject to be considered is the healthfulness of the position ; the second may 
be facilities of transportation ; and the last, military position, or the defen-
sibilities of the place. Any location immediately on or near the general line 
of defence will be in position to protect the frontier settlements; and the 
place may be easily made defensible against Indians, whether in a prairie~ 
in the pine woods, or in a cane-break and marsh on the bank of a river. 
As, then, it is known, from dire experience, that almost every site in the 
south and southwestern country, immediately in the vicinity of water-courses 
and marshes, is unhealthy, we are free to say that the troops employed in 
thnt country should not be located on the leeward side of rivers and marshes, 
~r immediately in the vicinity of either side of the marsh and low-lands." 
This business of establishino- an inland chain of defences is a matter of 
importance to the nation ; the ~ountry along the trace should be thorough-
ly explored, and the sites understandingly selected: before commencing the 
cordon of posts; otherwise, we shalt go on to commit blunder upon blunder) 
and erect permanent forts and costly barracks at places which may ere long 
1aave to be, in obedience to the calls of humanity, abandoned by the troops. 
In obedience to the law of CongrP.ss, and in accordance with the regu-
lations of the department, three medical officers, to whom letters of appoint-
ment as surgeons had been issued in advance, and three assistant urgeons 
of ftve years' standing, were ordered to present themselves for examination 
before a medical board, which had convened for the purpose at Fort Brooke, 
}'lorida, in November of last year. 'These officers having been, after a 
thorougl1 examination into their professi,mal attainments, moral hab.its, a~d 
physical qualities, approved by the board ; the first three were sustamed m 
their advanced position, and the last three rendered legally qnalifie_d for 
promotion. Before this board a candidate for the appointment of assistant 
surgeon was also examined; ~nd, having been found qualified for the sta-
tion, he was immediately appointe::! to fill a vacancy in the department. 
. A large number 0f applications for appointment to the med1c~l staff hav-
mg been subsequently received, a medical board was assembled lll May last, 
at Philadelphia, for the examination of the candidates. Of forty persons 
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who were invited to appear before the board, twenty declined or failed to 
present themselves for examination, one was over the age prescribed by 
the regulations, and nineteen were examined ; and of these last, nine were 
approved, and reported for appointment. 
Upon an examination before this board, also, an assistant surgeon was 
found to be, with other qualities, a proficient in all the branches of medical 
science, and was accordingly passed for promotion. 
On this occasion, as will be perceived, the number of well-qualified can-
didates who presented themselves for admission into the medical staff of the 
army was relatively greater than hitherto-a result the more gratifying, as 
it assures us of the salutary influence of our system of examinations upon 
the aspirants to office ; while it leads to the belief that, hereafter, a full pro-
portion of the elite of the profession will always be found ready to give 
themselves up to their country's service. 
The officers of the Medical Department have, as usual, participated large-
ly in the toils and the dangers of the field. They have shared with their · 
brethren in arms every privation and hardship incident to a conflict with a 
savage enemy, and many of them have suffered greatly in health ; yet tht3y 
have, very generally, unflinchingly maintained their position on the theatre 
of war. 
The Army Meteorological R<'gister, a.dverted to in my lust annual report, 
has been already printed, and copies of it will be immediately fiunish.ed to ·· 
the medical officers of the army, anc! others who feel an interest in the snb-
,ject and desire to read the work. 
The vital statistics of the army are yet in the press, but will in a short 
time be also ready for distribution. 
The medical board appointed, under your instructions, to inquire into the 
relative advantages of Pittsbnrg and Wheeling, and of the intermediate 
ground, as the site for a marine hospital on the upper Ohio, entered upon 
the duties assigned them in July, during the low stage of water in the river, 
(the most favorable period for a reconnaissance of the country,) and, having 
fulfilled all the objects of their mission by the 7th of September, closed their 
proceedings, and made their final report in the case, (marked No 3,) here-
with transmitted. 
In the course of t~eir examinations, the board searched after facts and in-
formation from every practicable source, and thoroughly investigated every 
circumstance anywise connected with the subjectofinqniry, and have event-
ually accumulated a mass of testimony which cannot fail to elucidate every 
doubtful point or matter of controversy. The ground having heen now 
thrice gone over, and every circumstan~e of doubt and of difficulty three 
times discussed, the arguments may be considered as exhausted, and the 
matter at issue in readiness for a final decision. 
And as the commission which has collated and condensed the facts and' 
prepared the statement of the case, and the executive who has to net in the 
premises, can have no feeling other than for the good of those for whom 
the bounty of Government was specially intended, and no object in vie\V 
other than to carry out the beneficent designs uf Congress, it is to be hoped 
that the determination, whatever it may be, will meet the cheerful acqui-.. 
e.scence of all concerned. 
All which is respectfully submitted: 
Hon. J. R. Po!NSETT, Secretary of lVar. 
TH. LAWSON, 
Surgeon Genc1:al. 
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.l'io. 3. 
PITTSBURG, PA., September 7, 1840. 
Sm: 'l'he board constituted by "General orders No. 29," currrnt serie~, 
"for the purpose of inquiring into the relative advantages of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, and Wheeling, Virginia, as a site for a marine hospital to be 
erected on the upper Ohio," convened at Pittsburg on the 17th July last. 
The board, having diligently pursued their investigations, nnd carefully 
examined the sites selected by the two former commissions, as well as others 
to which their attention was in vi ted, in the vicinity of both places, re-
sptctfnll y report : 
'l'hat, deeply impressed with the beneficent designs of Congress in pro-
viding for the relief of the navigators of the wester~1 waters, the board have 
endeavored to obtain, and it is believed successfully, such information as 
would enable them to decide nt what point on the upper section of the 
Ohio the establishment of a marine hospital would benefit the greatest num-
ber of "sick seamen, boatmen, and all other navigators." 
Statistical facts, drawn from oflicial somces, nud the legitimate deduc-
tions therefrom, form the groundwork of this report. 
The board have also availed themselves of information derived from 
mnstcrs of vessels and others of reputed verncity, whose statements appear-
ed consistent, and n11bim~sed by personal considerations. Their own obser-
vation has likewise given them much exact information bearing directly 
upon the subjects of inquiry. 
Stearnboats lruilt and fitted out.-lt appears from the collector's report, 
(document No. l ,) that there were built within the district, and fitted out 
and enrolled at Pittsburg, during the four years ending 15th July, 1840, 
170 steamboats, with a tonnage of 24,106; which, with an average of 25 
hands each, gives a. total of 4,250 hands. 
Within the district of Wheeling, during the same period, there were built 
and fitted out (document A) 41 steamboats, (tonnage not given,) which, 
with an average of 25 hands, gives a total of 1,050 bands. 'l'he number 
of steamboats now building at Pittsburg and its vicinity (document No. 2) 
amounts to 18. The number now building at Wheeling and its vicinity 
(document A) amounts to 2. The crews are necessarily shipped at the 
points where the boats are fitted out. 
The number of boats plying exclusively within the Pittsburg district, 
viz: on the Allegany nnd Monongahela rivers, and to Beaver on the Ohio, 
(docum.ent No.3,) amounts to 13; which, with an average of 18 hands 
each, g1ves a total of 234 hands. 
_Within the Wheeling district, there is 1 steamboat, (document B,) which 
piles exclusively between tbat place and Steubenville, (a distance of 23 
miles,) with 10 hands. This boat runs a much longer period than those 
on the Allegany and Monongahela rivers. 
Steambuat arrivals.-The number of steamboat arrivals at Pittsburg, 
according to the wharfmaster's report, (document No.4,) from 1st Jnnnary, 
1838, to the 24th .Tnly, 184.0, amounts to 3,364; tonnage 295,419: adding 
the arrivals from placf's on the Allegany river not embraced iu the above 
report,_ for the same period, bnt estimated at 286, with a tonnage of 15,730, 
w11l g1vc nn aggregnte of 3,650 arrivals, and an aggregate tonnage of 
311,149; makmg an aggregate of 78,590 arrivnls of bands. . 
The aggregate number of steamboat arrivals at Wheeling, accordmg to 
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the wharfmaster's report, (document B,) during the same period, amounts to 
4,175; tonnage, 450,086 : making an aggregate of 95,350 arrivals of hands. 
Of the aggregate number of steamboat arrivals at Pittsburg, as stated 
above, there were; according ta the wharf master's report, (document No.4,) 
including the estimated arrivals from thA Allegany river, 1,8118, with a 
tonnage of 99,440; making the total number of arrivals of hands who did 
not go down to Wheeling, 3~,544. 
Of the aggregate number of arrivals of steamboats at Wheeling, as stated 
above, there were, according to the wharfmaster's report, (document B,) 
601 from Steubenville, with a tonnage of 27,045; making 6,010 arrivals of 
hands. 
In addition to these, there were 189 arrivals of steamboats from ports be-
low, with a tonnage of 23,212, 1tnd 4,725 arrivals of hands; making an 
aggregate of 790 arrivals of steamboats, 50,257 tonnage, and 10,735 hands 
at Wheeling which did not go to Pittsburg. 
It is proper to remark, that of the" 189 arrivals from ports below,"" 117 
returned down from the port of 'Vheeling," according to t.he wharfmaster's 
report, (doc. C,) "in consequence of low water or ice, or both." 
From the wharfmaster's report, (doc. 5,) there were laid up at Pittsburg, 
during the summer suspension of navigation, from 1838 to August, 1840, 
an annual average of 35 steamboats; and for the same time dnring winter, 
38 steamboats. As each boat would average 25 hands, (2 of whom are 
retained as boatkeepers,) there would be discharged during the former 
period !:105 hands, and during the latter 874. . 
From the collector's report, (doc. F ,) there were laid up the present sea-
son, at the port of Wheeling, ll steamboats, which, according to the wharf-
master's statement, is a fair summ('r and winter avernge for this and the 
two preceding years. Two hands being retained as boatkeepers, there 
would be discharged 286 hands. 
Keel-boa.ts.-The number of keel-boats fitted out and freighted at PiUs-
burg, during the months of August, September, October, and November, 
1839, and July, 1840, (doc. 6,) was 62; tonnage, 3,500; number of hands, 
930. A large proportioil of the hands employed on keel-boats are discharged 
steamboat men. 
On application, no authentic information could be obtained in relation to 
the fitting out and freighting of keel-boats at Wheeling. From the wharf-
master's communication, (doc. D,) it would appear that, during lllany sea-
sons of low water, the freight is trausported by the" smallest class of steam-
boats," and " keels, &c., from above." 
The number of arrivals of keel-boats at Pittsburg, according to the wharf-
master's report, (doc. 4,) from lst January, 1838, to ·24th July, 1840, am_o~~lls 
to 775; average number of hands, 15; total number of hands arnvmg, 
11,625. 
The number of arrivals of keel-boats at Wheeling, for the same period, 
according to the wharfmaster's report, (doc. E,) amounts to 111 ; ton_n~ge, 
5,5r50; average number of hands, 15; total nnmber of hands arnvmg, 
1,665. 
Hospital moneys.-Interrogatories were addressed to the collector of the 
port of Pittsburg, asking for irl!ormation in regard to the collection and dis-
bursement of hospital moneys. The only material information, however, 
was obtained from his immediate predecessor, Aaron Hart. From his state-
meut (doc. 7) it appears that, during his collectorship, commencing October 
26, 1839, and ending June 24, 1840, $ 1,026 04 were collected; and that 
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during the same period $237 were expended at Pittsburg, on account of 
sick seamen and boatmen. On inquiry, it was satisfactorily ascertained that 
hospital moneys have been collected at Pittsburg for the last twelve years. 
In addition to the documents already referred to, commnnications on 
various suhjects were addressed by the board to the collectors, wharfmas-
ters, and committees of the city councils of Pittsburg and Wheeling, and 
their answers thereto accompany this report. They are nnmbered from 9 
to 17, inclusive. 
Navigation of the upper Ohio.- On this snbject, some discrepancies and 
much sensitiveness have been manifested, especially at the points to which 
the attention of the board has been officially called. In the prosecution of 
their labors, the board have instituted investigations to such an extent, and 
under such circumstances, as to enable them to form a definite opinion in 
respect to certain disputed points. 'fhe information upon which their-
opinions are based is derived equally from navigators whose interests and 
feelings inclined them to opposite preferences, as well as from those who,. 
from their position, could not have been moved by any influences unfriendly 
to the elucidation of truth. 
From the evidence adduced, it appears that the navigation of the upper 
section of the Ohio for the large class oi steamboats is, on an average, sus. 
pended about three months in summer, and nearly half that period in win-
ter. Dnring the summer suspension, (for this class, commencing generally 
in July,) small steamboats of light draught ply mainly for the conveyance 
of passengers between Louisville or Cincinnnti and Pittsburg. In respect 
to the c!tanuel, the evidence is conclusive that, in point of depth, there is no 
material difference over the shoalest bars; but that the channel between 
Wheeling and Pittsburg is more narrow, more rocky, and the shoals 
more numerous, in proportion to the distance, than between Wheeling and 
Louisville; so that, for all practical purposes, the navigation for steamboats 
is less tedious and more certain, during the lower stages of water, from Louis-
ville to Wheeling, than from the latter place to Pittsburg. In confirmation 
of these views, the board may be permitted to state that tlwy have bt~en, for 
several weeks past, attentive observers of the navigation of the upper sec-
tion of the river; and that, dnring that period, its greater practicability be-
low Wheeling for light steamboat navigation has been satisfactorily proven 
to any candid and unbiassed mind. Dnring this period, several passenger 
str.amboats belonging to the district of Pittsburg, bound from below upwards, 
terminated their run at Wheeling. It is proper to remark that these boats 
generally conveyed cabin passengers, a very large proportion of whom left 
the river at this point to pursue their journey eastward by way of the Na-
tional road. The records of the wharfmaster at Wheeling will also show 
that transh1pments of freight destined for Pittsburg are at times made at 
that place. 
Ou an extended tract 0f river, swelled by numerous tributaries, it is ob. 
vio~1s tllat the navigation, in ascending, is less certain as you advance, es-
pecwlly in the falling or lower stages of water. 'rhe Ohio is not an ex-
ception to the rule; hence, the progress of vessels is not unfreqnently arrest-
ed nt varions points on the river. This will account, ·n part, for the stop. 
page nt Wheeling of a considerable list of steamboats, whose "interest" it 
would have been, accordiug to the wharfmaster at Wheeling, (doc. C1) "to 
have ascended the river to Pittsburg, could they have done so with sarety, 
or without iucnrring the danger of bein(l' detained there by low water." 
.At the former place, light steam and keel-boats are generally found when 
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wanted for the transmission of passengers and freight to the highest poit1t 
on the Ohio. 
On collating the information derived from numerous experienced agd 
reputable masters of steamboats, and other navigators, taken promiscuously 
from those who were not supposed to be without local predilections, a stri-
king coincidence is observed upon two poihts having a direct bearing upon 
the ultimate finding of the board. They are as follows: 
On propounding the interrogatory, "After leaving Cincinnati, bound up-
wards, where are the largest number of passengers, seamen, and boatmen, 
landed throughout the year?" the answer has been, uniformly, "The largest 
number are landed at Pittsburg; the next largest at Wheeling." And, in 
respect to the question, "Are seamen and boatmen on the upper Ohio most 
likely to be taken sick while employed in actual navigation, or on shore~ 
after being discharged?" with a single exception, the answer has been, 
"Owing to a want of employment, the absence of restraint, and the accom-
panying irregularities, the men are most subject to sickness when on shore." 
This opinion is in accordance with the professional observation and gene· 
ral experience of the members of the board. • 
Jt further appears, from the same testimony, that sickness is compara-
tively rare on board vessels navigating the upper section of the Ohio. 
Pittsburg, situated at the junction of the Allegany and Monongahela, and 
the termination of the Pennsylvania canal, which forms a continuous con-
nexion with the great marts of Philadelphia and Baltimore, and also the 
upper lakes, by means of the Pennsylvama and Ohio canal, is the principal 
point of transhipment on the upper section of the Ohio. Here numerous 
-seamen and boatmen necessarily congr~gate, seeking and awaiting em-
ployment. 
The board is satisfied, from numerous sources of information, confirmed 
by their own observation, that the number of boatmen that rendezvous at 
Pittsburg and Wheeling is in direct ratio to the number of vessels fitted out 
.and laid up at those ports. 
At the former place, it will be perceived that the proportion fitted out 
from 15th July, 1836, to 15th July, 1840, is to the latter as four to one; and 
that, during the years 1838, 1839, and 1840, the number of steamboats laid. 
up at Pittsbmg, compared to those laid up at Wheeling, is rising three to 
one. And it has been shown that, on the upper Ohio, men are more liable 
to be taken sick when on shore, than while engnged in actual navigation. 
It will be seen that the number of hands arriving at Wheeling on board 
steam and keel-boats exceeds those at Pittsburg; bnt it must be borne in 
mind that every steamboat that takes her departure from Pittsburg, bound 
to ports below Wheeling-, and returning to Pittsbnrg, is twice registered at 
Wheeling and once at Pittsburg; although, in a large majority of cases, the 
vessel is detained in th<J port of Pittsburg- receiving and discharging freight 
nearly as many days U$ it is hours at \Vhecling: so that the excess of arri-
vals at Wheeling is more than counterbalanced by the longer periods the 
crews remain at the former place, and their greater liability to sickness 
when on shore, whether freighting, discharging, or lying up. 
'rhese views are fully corroborated by the statements of the late collector 
of Pittsburg, who, during· the period of his collectorship, (nine months,) 
received $1,026 04; of which sum $237 was expended for the relief of sick 
seamen and boatmen; while, on inquiry at Whceliug, it does not appear 
that any moneys have ever been collected or expended. 
I 
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Guided by the facts and views imbodied in this report, the board have. 
arrived at the conclusion that the establishment of a mari~e hospital at 
Pittsburg, for the upper section of the Ohio, would benefit the greatest num-
ber of " sick seamen and boatmen." 
Several sites in the vicinity of Pittsburg were examined by the board~ 
none of which appeared to combine as many advantages as the one ~elected 
and contracted for by the late commission. 'l'he board, therefore, approve 
their choice, and respectfully recommend that the title to the land be con-
firmed, by the payment of the purchase-money, at as early a day as practi-
cable. It is desirable that this should be done, not only on the score of 
justice and propriety, but that measures may be adopted to secure the river-
bank, which, at high stages of water, is wearing away. This can be done 
at trifling expense. 
'rhc great and increasing coal-trade of Pittsburg and Wheeling, and the 
lumber-trade of the AlleJall}', fnmish employment to a large number of 
navigators. Bnt, as this class of rivermen do not contribute to the hospital 
fund, and can, under the law, only contingently enjoy the benefits of the 
hospitals, they have not been embraced in the calculations of the board. 
For interesting statisfical information as to the amount of the coal and lum-
ber trade, see document No. 8. 
The board cannot close this report without remarking upon a gross assaultt 
made by implication-and t.Rat, too, in prospective-npon the integrity of this 
commission. The offensive matter referred to was placed in their hands at 
Pittsburg, and is contained in an officially published letter, dated June 1St 
1840, and addressed by the late Representative of that district lo the Presi-
dent of the United States. 'l'he commission, unaccustomed, as they trust 
they are undeserving, of having their private or official integrity called in 
question, throw back, with scorn, the insinuation that unworthy "motives" 
or sectional predilectior.s could by possibility sway their "opinions," while 
discharging a solemn duty confided to them under a law of the land. And 
they hope not to offend against the precepts of Christian charity, in sup-
posing that those who are most readr to impute moral obliquities to otherst 
might not thems0lves, under reversed circumstances, prove the most trust-
worlhv. 
·Respectfully submitted: 
THO. G. MOWER, 
Surgeon U. S. A., and President of Board. 
H. L. HEISKELL, Surg. U. S. A., 
SYLV. DAY, Ass't Sur g. U. S. A., 
Members of Board. 
THo. LAwsoN, M.D., 
Sur(!. Gen. U. IS. A., Washington1 D. C . 
• 
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No.8. 
REPORT OF COMMISSARY GENERAL OF CLOTHING, &c. 
GoMI\USSA~tY GENERAL' s OFFICE , 
Philadelphia, November 14, 1840. 
Sra: In obedience to instructions from the ·war Department, I have pre-
·pnred, and have now the honor of transmitting, the accompanying statements 
in relation to the condition and operations of that branch of the public ser-
vice intrusted to my care. 
No. I. Statement of the quantity of each of the different kinds of materi· 
a!s for making up, on hand on the 1st day of October, 1839; the quantity 
of each procured between that time and the ~Oth September, 1840; the 
quantity of each made up during the same time ; and the balance on hand 
on the last-mentioned date. 
No. 2. Statement of the quantity of each of the different articles made up 
at the clothin~ establishment, on hand on the 1st of October, 1839 ; the 
quantity of each made up during the year thereafter; the quantity of each 
issued during the year; and the balance on hand on the 30th September, 
1840. 
No. 3. Statement of the articles of clothing and camp and garrison equip-
age, on hand on the 1st of October, 1839 ; the quantity of each purchased 
during the year fhereafter; the quantity of each issued during the year; 
and the balance on hand on the 30th September, 1840. 
No. 4. Comparative statement of the cost of every article of clothing, &c., 
for the last three years. 
No. 5. Statement of the fiscal operations of the department during the 
year ending 30th September, 1840. . 
In submitting these statements, I deem it my duty to observe that the 
system fully detailed in the report I had the honor to make on the ~9th of 
November, 1839, is still strictly continued, and with equal success to the 
interest of the public service. Adopting, also, a plan of practical economy 
in purchasing and providing supplies for the army, the calls on the depart-
ment have been promptly met, without requiring the whole amount of 
the money appropriated by Coogress ; but the balance in the Treasury will 
be wanted to lwep in operation the clothing establishment, nnd to enable 
me to comply with the estimates for supplies that must be called for before 
a new appropriation can be made by Congress. Ju relation to the state-
ments numbered 1, 2, and 3, showing the balances on hand on the 30th 
September, 1840, of every article of clothing and equi19age made up, I deem 
it proper to observe that the totals purchased, made up, issued, and the 
balances on hand, in many instances, will be found to vary very considera-
bly. These differences arise from causes easily explained, namely: In sta-
ting the articles on hand on the 30th September, 1839, agreeing with the 
returns made by the military storekeeper to the Second Auditor, many ma~­
rials and supplies are included in those balances which are not paid fo'r 
during that quarter; whei,l the bills are settledr the credits are taken by me 
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as purchases of the quarter in which such payments are made, producing 
the apparent discrepancies ; and to a similar cause is to be attributed the 
difference in the balances of articles on hand on the 30th September, 1840, 
wherein the goods delivered in that month arc included, though they were 
not paid for during the quarter. 
Although it might be desirable that such differences should not appear 
on the face of my statements, yet I can see no possibility of obviating them, 
unless the office had at all times sufficient funds to: pay for every article 
immediately upon inspection. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient ser-
vant, 
Bon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretar'!l of War. 
C. IRVINE, 
Commissar'!/ General of Purchases. 
, 
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Articles issued for the making up of army clotl1in,g, 4-c., during the year commencing 1st of October, 1839, and ending 
30tlt September, 1840. 
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• • Q) J- ...... Q.) ~ ..0 • 0 QJ - ·;n ·- (l:;t 
~ ~ ~ .3 ~.0 'g .g .5 ~ ] 5 ~ § f ~ 
<.> ~ tl.O 0.. r.n o:l ., ""':>.~"' I ~""' b.OC.. oo ffi oo r.n tf) ~ ~ "'0 en en rn 1/l rn en fJ'tVJ 
"E ~ 'E ~ ~ s o a "E 'E "E "E ~ ~ 1: ""E 
~ . ..... cd ~ td = 0 0 ed c.U tlj ~ -~ -~ cd c.U 
;:... p., ;:... ;:... ... p:) t.t: p., ;:... ;:... ... ;:... p., ~ >< ;:... 
----- --------- --- ------ ---
3,742 904 - - 30,574 501,984 
- 528 - - 11,631 323,228 




- · I 
35 6 
I 
- I 99 




420 1,030 1,152 - - s, 168 94,752 3,024 336 - - 2t 2t 1 49 
Total issued 
472t t' 
- ·1,381 \5,804\3,08t~\-_-,ll9!,62,993!,1,132,544,27,079 2,683! 4: ___ ~ ---;1--2~,-6,-1 
(' ~~ .... 
CoMMISSARY GEN~RAL's OFFicE, 
Philadelphia, October 11 1840. 
- ...t.--' ........ --4 .... 
* Sold at auction. 
C. IRVINE, 







No. 2.-Stalement of lite quantity of eac!t of tlze. different articles made up at tlw clothing establishment, on lzand on the 1st 
day if October, 1839; the quantity of each made up dur-i11g tlze year thereafter; tlze quantity of each issued during tlze 
year; and the balance on hand Septembm· 30, 1840. 
COATS, WOOL. COTTON. 
--g ~ -~ ·= (d :n ~ ,... 
.~~ S vi . ~ ' 
~ ~ I:: ~ en ..,h ~ -~ tl) ~ u5 tl~ v; rn • Ss de;$~ ~ = m~ -.... ;:..... ·r.i ~ oc ~ u5 ~ v; -:... rn 
d t; ~en .s:CJ ~ ~ ·8 E ~ § ~ ~ ; ~ ~f B ~ ~ ; ~ 
~ t! C ~ ~ ~ ·;;; ~ S'n ~ ~ ~D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : 
Jackets. J Overalls. ·I Jackets. I Overalls. I Shirts. 
I I ·------
t.o g g ·c !i3 0 o ·c :v 0 ·c ~ ·t: ~ ·;:: t ·c: t ·~ 
------------------1£ ""~LJ~,-r.n. __ ..:::__ ~-=:___ _:::_ ~ __::_ ~ ~ ~ ~-~ ~ ~ P.. 
DaAG60K. 
In ~tore at U. S. arsenal October 1, 1839 -
Made up and deli1•ered to military storekeeper 
during 4th quarter of 1R39 - -
Do. cfo. 1st quarter of 1840 -
Do. do. 2d quarter of 1840 -
Do du. 3d quarter of 1810 • 
Issued during the above period 
T otal 
- ' - ' 52 I - I 7 I 410 I 135 I - I 562 143 884 165 1,585 247 1 !3,221 I 
- I -I - I -I -I - - - 960 - 1,692 I - 3 25 25 6 100 25 25 64? 150 1,009 _ 1,003 _ 
1
1,600 1 
- - - - 12 - 60 - 400J 100 I ,000 - 400 100 2,099 I 
6 25 20 170 183 25 2,205 342 4,242 45 751 179 2,997 
-_-13177 25 25 5iO 220 25 2,567 393 4,585 165 2,988 347 6,920 - , 
In store September 30, HMO • - • ---- ~-3 -----n --=- -5 34{) --s1 --=- 3G2 -;! 343120~ 168 3, 923 -~ 
ORD:>.INCE. --~-------------------- !-----,----
In store at U. S. arsenal October 1, 1839 • _ J _ 5 _ _ G3 _ - - 'i9 • 
Made up and delivered to military storekeeper . 1 
during 4th quarter of 1839 • • • ; l 
Do. do. 1st quarter of 1840 • _ · _ 6 I · I 
Do. do. 2d quarter of 1840 • _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6 
Do. do. 3d quarter of 1840 - __ -:-_1_:_ __ -_ _:_ _-:__ __ -___ -_,__:.. 1~ _______ •___ - _ 
Total • _ I _ 11 _ - 63 - - 1 106 79 -1 
Issued during the above period • - _-_ _-:__ __ 7 _:_ _-_ ~ __ - _:_ __ 2_ ~-------l--










FLANNEL. BED~UCitS • CAPES. 
.; .... .... . g !3 JJ ~ 8 ¢; 
"' f! 
u .. u &i ., 8 ., .; 9- ..:. ::s 
-~ 
.. 
~ ... .; .. -~ ; jlr; ., :a ., ~ ~ .. f .. l> "QQ "' -; .. .Q ~ Cll .s 8 ~ ... r.,. 0 Ill ~ til ClJ ~ 
--
DRAGOON. 
n store at United States arsenal October I, 1839 - ?59 
·. 
~lade up and delivered to military storekeeper du· 
. 
ri~ 4th quarter of 1839 - • - • 564 849 
o. do. 1st quarter of 1840 - - 435 501 - - - - - - 1 2 Do. do. 2d quarter of 1840 • - 1 ' Do. ' do. 3d quarter of 1840 - - 507 300 -- --
Total - 2,265 1,651 - - - - - - 1 2 ssued during the above period - - - 1,578 1,170 ---- --







-------------------- ------·-- ------ --ORDNANCE. 
o store at United States arsenal October 1, 1839 -
dade up and delivered to military storekeeper du· 
ring 4th quarter of 1839 - - • -
Do. do. 1st quarter of 1840 - -
Do. do. 2d quarter of 1840 - . 




ssued during the above period - . -- --:n store September 30, 1840 • - . ~ -(ijg 
' .. -·~ ··· ··-·. 
No. 2-Continuecl. 
COATS, WOOL. COTTON. 
Jackets. j I Overalls. 
1---.----.---, 
"1:1,!. ...... Overalls. Jackets. Shirts • ..... 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ [;; s 
'to'~ ~rn !li ri ,.:A "g -00 • en . en · rn rn 
~ e . -a-~ E ;; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .. ui 1:; _en -!! ... rn ';.., _oo 1= ... en 
c ~ ... rn .e. u ~ J..4 ·~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ a v a ~ «5 ~ 
~ ~ ~ g ~o &. ·~ ~ ~c & ~ g}, ~ g;o d g>.o ~ ~ ~ 
t.o ~ ~ ·:: ~ S ~ ·c ~ Ci ·c: ~ ·c ~ ·t ; ·c t ·c 
--------,-----------\Jj ;:rb~~~ ~~ ~~ ~ __::___ ,~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ARTILLERY. 
In store at U. S. arsenal October I, 1839 -
.Made up and delivered to military storekeeper 
during 4th quarter of 1R39 - • -
Do. do. lst quarter of 1840 -
Do. 'do. 2d quarter of 1840 -
Do. do. 3d quarte: of 1840 • 
h~ued during the above period 
In store SepterHber 30, 1840 -
INFANTRY. 
Total 
In store at U.S. arsenal October 1, 1839 • 
Made up and delivered to military storekeeper 
during 4th quarter of 1839 • - • 
Do. do. 1st quarter of 1840 • 
Do. do. 2d quarter of 1840 • 
Do. do. 3d quarter of IS40 • 
Issued during the above period 
In store September 30, 1840 
'l'otal 
- I -I 43 I _ I 26 I 749 -
- - - - - 801 -- - - - -- - 44 - 55 30 -- - 50 - 6 350 ---- -- - - ----
- - 137 - 87 1,930 -- - 78 - 59 1,040 --- - -- - - ---
59 28 890 
- ' -I 94 I -I 58 13,723 -
- - - -~- 500 -- - 16 - 7 -
- - 51 - 50 -
- - - - - ----------
- - 161 - 115 4,223 -- - 60 - 92 1,241 -·------ - - ----
- - 101 - 23 2,982 -
- 1,262 163 - 294 2,690 
- 800 
- 700 - - - 600 - 66 106 - 3 42 - 496 100 - -- - --- ----------
- 3,324 369 - 297 3,332 - 3,035 221 - 94 1,760 -
289 1 148 
-- - ----------
203 1,572 __ , __ , __ , __ , __ 
- 2,640 568 10,364 433 4,979 542 13,018 798 8,847 
- 1,0;>1 - 5,847 - 2,199 9,996 4,375 
2,500 7,673 1,101 46 10,704 48 3,913 
] 2 110 20'2 1,404 1,406 3,578 884 6,531 
1,899 300 100 596 8 292 9,696 
- 8,091 870 23,994 735 10,279 1,994 37,304 2,022 33,362 
- 7,481 780 17,094 515 5,508 799 14,379 1,302 25,787 









FLANNEL, BEDSACKS. CAPES. 
"' 8 . . en • <...4 
I 
c!:: ~ • JJ ~ 2 
= (.) vi ~ cr. ~ v v ,!.>. 
·' ; - · ~ ~ v ~ 3 B I 
~ C!l rJJ A ~ II: iE A~~ 
4:1 ~ ~ ~ (lj ~j  
I 
td ~ .~ ~ g ~ = g d t 
- ------------------- I I ----
AR1'1LLERY. I 
In &tore Ill United States arsenal October I, 1839 • , 
Made up and delivere~ to military storekeeper dtt· I _ . 
r mg 4th quarter of 1!:139 • - • • 1 · j' 
Do. do. 1st quarter of 1840 • • 
1
· 
Do. do. 2d quarter of 1840 • - · j 
Do. do. 3d quarter of 1840 - - ~ ------------------~-·-
Total • , · · I I !:!Sued during the above period • • 
1 
• I . ' 
!-------------"----- I , . ,_ 
In store at United.Stales ar~e!Jal October I, 1839 - ~~---- --1:525 _· -1,8;~ _· -1-,9:4 1--:.67 --1-,969 ---=-~--=-·-·-
1\Iade up and deh vered to mthtary storekeeper du- 1 •· 
In store September 30, 1840 • 
INI'AN'TRY. 
ring4thquarterofl839 • • • . , _ 728 7,239 5,440 1 _ 470 
Do. do. 2d quarter of 1840 • • ' _ 35 2,008 2,230 _ · 2,1l29 
Do. do. 1stquarterofl840 • - _ 1,106 7,528 6,361 1 - . 540 951 
500 
Do. do. 3d quarter of 1840 • ·1 _ 1,450 _ 4,462 __ -____ 2,151 -----l-----1--•--
20,467 I 14,467 7,359 '" I I·"' Total Issued during the above period 







19,822 , ' 6,621 6,310 14 1,663 
. -- -----f--·--
645 7,846 1,049 ' 330 303 






















lh store October 1, 1839 • - - - -Xade in the 4th quarter of I839 . . - 1 
Jlade in the 1st quarter of 1840 . . - -Made in the 2d ~narter of 1840 . - . 1 
Made in the 3d quart.er of 1840 - - . -
--
Total - 2 lssntd during the above period . - - I 
--
Ill store September 30, 1840 . . - 1 
CoMMISSARY GENERAL's OFFICE, 














~ ~ 1::1 
1::1 t>o 
.; l:1 "' 
P. 
l:1 .§ :i 0 :::1 
8 "0 l:: ... ·a (.) ., oS "' 0 (!) (!) ~--
- 4 8 12 - - J() 13 20 
3 3 12 21 
- 2 9 19 
--------
3 9 42 82 
3 9 39 80 
--------
- - 3 2 
C. IRVINE, 
Commissary General of Purchases 
No.3. 
~latement of article# of clothing, a1&d camp and ga;Nson equip.age, on lta.nd on the 1st of October, 1839; the quantity of eaclt 
purchased during tlie year thereafter i the quantity of each 'J.!sued durmg tlte year i and the balance on hand on tile 30tl& 
September, 1840. 
-~ --
POMPONS. CAP EQUIPMENT&. I I I 
I I I ~ I 
I 
I I . I .,; i ·; I ... .; 
I "-
I a ..., & ~ 
~ " 
., 
-;;.. "' I .. ·o; !l 
~ 
... . .. ... .,; § -.; p.. <> ·; ""' • § ~ ~ .... :fj-~ .<:: <> 0::: ... :1 .; ... "' ., ~ l -~ :a ~ 
.,; ""' ... ., ~ <2 OJ) Q) '5 '5 '5 :a -d .; ~ ""' .. 8 ... bo ~ .<:: ·a " 0 0::: ... " '5 0 :s ::> 0 d bD ::1 it; Q) "' 0 ~ ., ... .<:: p.. < ~ P: iii 0:: Ill r.. z 0 ~ ~ Ill rn Cll ... rn 
' ----1- -------- ------------- ----· 
On ham! at U . S. arsenal, Oct. 1, 1839 - 1,441 5,667 1,326 70 278 21i 2,948 5,983 3,676 3,829 1,204 4,959 3,008 6,802t 1,005 136 86 
Purchased during 4th quarter, 1839 - 561 2,238 29 100 20 25 1,535 li7 6 
Purchased during 1st quarter, 1840 . - 317 141 
Purchased during 2d quarter, 1840 . 
Purchased during 3d quarter, 1840 . 2,562 - - - 500 560 15,012 4,082 2,820 3,190 100 12,199 - 154 500 - - 70 ----1- - -- - -----------------
1 ,2131 136 
- -
T otal - 4,564 7,905 1,326 99 878 606 17,985 10,065 6,496 7,019 1,304 171158 3,008 154 9, 154~ 162 









- - ,, . 
. . I ~ I 
~ . - I 
• '""" tl) • !1 :n ..=! 0 
.;; ~ ~ • ~ ] ~0 v) 0.. . t; e ,;; 
~ 00~ £ g}, "3 vj E ~ . ri ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .!::: 
~ o.o : ~ c ~ a ~ ~ ~ Qj .J:I t.> .o .o ~ g. 
.. ra .s v ~ . v; ~ c. Pol ~ ~ ~ ~ ..n ~~ vr vr vt v) r£ v) u; 
~ ~ ~ c ~~~ s ~ e H -.B~;~l~~~~'E f:! 
0 0 Q,l ~ >< I< 0.. cd ~ ed rJ '" 0 ~ ...... """' l) Q) Cl) ...... .~ 0 l!S 
~ rn ~ ~ <<rl rn. Q ~ Q ::= lil Q ~~A= lil II! en oo Q J3 
----------------------------------------------------------
On hand at U.S. arsenal, 1st Oct., 1839 - 26,19916,681 4,511 62'2 80 _ 196 2,543 3,251 1,053 - 34 2 17 - 21 _ 81 169 48 69 38166 
Purchasrd during 4th quart('r, 1839 - 4,283 528 791 162 94 _ 24 _ _ 20 75 264 
Purchased during 1st quarter, 1840 - 653 1,244 20 _ 36 _ _ _ 130 30 _ _ 76 
Purchased during 2d quarter, 1~0 - _ 2 
Purchased during 3d quarter, 1840 - 31,12936,384 10,239 _ 83 588 125 30 _ _ - 60 8220 320 40 60 151) 100 
-------------------------------------
Total - 62,26453,593 4,51112,896 80 83 946 2,543 3,251 I ,053 125 178 2 53 2 105 8 431 519108 204 533 266 ----------------------- -------------
IssueJduringtheaboveperiod- • 32,46140,858 6,499 8,78117883101 613~~ 125 116_:~_: 39~~~1 360 69111 303140 




















en ·a . ·= ~ 
>< .~ «l - .,;-
!i 00 0,) = P_: ~ =.... ..d e. rn ,.. 
~ ~ = :: d ~ ~ !!i ~ ~ . ~ .!:: ~ _bcu go ~ ,,; I . ~ ~ · ui vi .::: • g}; § ~ <i • 
Q.l . ,... 0 cd • ..,... O 0 "p.. 00 .0 c.. s:l. D C 8_. 
..o . t .: ~ e .g_ ~ ~ 2 p.. JJ 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .s -~ Po. i c ~ - d cr. ~ s:: >-. 1:% b.D ::s "'d "'=' ....... ~ t:: ~ = :s ~ f:; I as ~ ~ ~ = ~ ~ 6~~~ l l c5 &5 &5 J5 = o _____________ I_ ---------------
on hand at U. S. arsenal, l5t Oct., 1839. 5,840 1,103 1,206 132 144 --siS 18 128,080 1,488 -10 101 1 2691 3 8 - - - - 20 
Purchased during 4th quarter, 1839 • _ _ _ _ _ 148 _ _ 1 _ _ _ _ _ 50 356 _ _ 78 50 4 
Purchased during 1st quarter, 1840 • _ _ _ _ _ ; _ _ • _ I _ _12 20 _ _ 349 102 32 82 102 _ 51 
Purchased during 2d quarter, 1840 • 1 
Purcha.sed during 3d quarter, 1840 - _ - - 77 77 875 -1 _ - 8 12 -1- 500 5'28 738 540 571 748 2 449 
Total •. 5,840 1,103 1,2061209 m 1,34lls 28,0801 1,488 ·a3430J: 8t9 1,236 848 572 73100o-6152() -----------------------------------------· 
h suedduringtheaboveperiod • • ~ 1,7801,780 309_:::> 1,€40_:.:. 1,639 1__:::__::~~~ 448~ 444~ 257~-6 ~ 

















'" .; g}, ;;; "' .... " " .; "' d ·a ~ "' ol :.:: ;:a :a ~ .., ..<: ..c 
~ Vl 
..:::: en t.> 
rE ~ " .. ... ... ~ ~ "' ~ " ~ ~ :s ol '" ~ ~ ~ .,.. ~ .... ~ 0::: ll: ~ ~ iXl = -------------
1 hand at U. S. arsenal, 1st Oct
3 
1839 - 111 - 1 - 419 308 
1rchased during 4th quarter, 18 9 - 142 
1rehased during 1st quarter, 1840 - 130 144 92 369 
1rchased during 2d quarter, 1840 -
217 60 126 1rcha•ed during 3d quarter, 1840 - 200 166 364 -----1- - ·-
Total • 583 144 258 21761 126 419 l,O.U -----
sued during the above period • - 437 144 258 217 - - 60 737 -----
n hand at U. S. arsenal, Sept. 30, 1840 - 146 - 1 - 359 11 
CoMMISSARY GENERAL's OFFicE, 
Philadelphia, October 1, 1840. 
DIU GOON. I BUCK SKIN, 
I I 
.; 
I ,J:J. o! e ""' 0 ol 
o! u !: .... " .;I~ 
Vl 
·a II! d .e- ol .!d "'- ol ol .; .; ., El .c ... Q .,; 14. " ,_;-
..<:I ~ ~ ... Ul .., .s '" ·a A. ~ :::1 "' f ol ... § ""' "" " bO p.. .. ol ,J:J. a~ " .; ... ;;; " ,_; ';j ,J:J "· " .!xi <I bll ,J:J. ;::: .... .... ., "' ~ ';j (d u 'Q, " .... ol " "' :s .... ... ·; 0 OD 0 ~8 0 "' ::a A. c.. z ttl ::1 ::a .... :i ~ Q rn rn Q ~ 
----~--·-------- - 20G 170 - 56 114 1,885 
- - 90 - - 226 - - 16 1 
144 - 161 202 - - 348 600 - 204 
4371~ 37~ 604 763 382 ~ 1 '803 ~ - 804 1 1 
581,613 829, 976 76 6641 I,20614,28872 ] ,008 1 I 
"'161:i '"l"il ""I"" '·'"i'·.,. , - 713 I I ----, --------I - 1311 - - 3571 11, 3,383 - - 295 
C. IRVINE, 





















Doc. No. 2. 2'.n 
No.4. 
l'::omparative statement of the cost of clothing and equipage for the United 
States army, during the years 1839, 1840, and 1841. 
--
Clothing, &c. Prices, Prices, Prices, 
1839. 184{). 1841. 
Forage cap, artillery and infantry - - $0 65 $1 21 $1 ·30 
dragoon - - - - 75 1 21 130 
letter - - - - 5 5 5 
Uniform cap, with metal equipments, art. & inf. 1 89 1 89 1 87 
dragoon- 2 08 2 03 2 05-
Epaulets for non.commissioned staff, pair - 2 50 3 00 3 00 
sergeants, pair - - - 1 00 95 100 
corporals, pair - - - - 94 95 94 
Shoulder straps, (artillery and infantry) - 48 47 50 
Sashes, crimson - - - - 2 25 2 62! 225 
yellow - - - - 1 95 2 25 1 95 
Pompons for non-commissioned staff - - 37! 37! 40 
artillery - - - - 20 17 19 
infantry - - - - 16 15 17 
Woollen overalls, sergeant's, infantry - . 3 03! 3 19! 2 81 
sergeant's artillery - - 3 06;} ~ ~~t 2 84 private's - - - 2 76t 2 5 
Drilling overalls, private's - - - 63t 62t 58! 
sergeant's - - - 72 69 69 
Infantry sergeant's drilling jackets, with sleeves 90 87! 87! 
private's do. do. - 79 78~ 7 1 
Artillery private's do. do. - 83! sa 77' 
sergeant's do. do. - 94! 91~ 90 
sky-blue cloth jackets, with sleeves - 3 21! 3 36! 2 984 
Infantry do. do. do. - 3 16 3 36! 2 933 
Cotton shirts, private's - - . 56~ 55! 52 
sergeant's - - - 59 ~ 61 55 
Flannel shirts - - - -. 1 06 1 03! 1 05 
Canton flannel drawers - - - 471 47! 44l 
Lacecl bootees, pair - - - - 1 50 1 48 1 39 
Stockings, pair - - - - 32{- 30! 
2 ~~i Blankets - - - - - 2 87~ 3 22 
Greatcoats, (artillery and infantry) - - 8 60! 862! 7 63! 
Lealher stocks - - - - 11t 12 12 
Knapsacks - - - - - 1 34! 1 25!J 1 25t 
Haversacks - - - - - 2~ 23! 23! 
.Aigulets - - - - - 1 75- 1 87~ 1 87-tt 
Infantry sergeant's coats - - - 6421,- 6 19 5 99 
private's coats - - - 6 40~ 6 18 5 97! 
musician's coats - - - 8 06 7 92} 784 
J1rinc.i11al musician's coats - - 10 17 9 92 9 94 
1 
sergeant major and quartennaster ser-
8 51 8 28! 8 07 geant's coats - - -
Doc. No. 2. 
No. 4-Continued. 
Clothing, &c. Prices, Prices, Prices, 
1839. 1840. 1841. 
Dragoon private's woollen overalls 
sergeant's woollen overalls -
private's cotton overalls 
sergeant's cotton overalls 
private's cloth jackets 
sergeant's cloth jackets 
private's cotton jackets 
sergeant's cotton jackets 
sergeant major's coats 
corporal's coats 
- $4 09! $4 24 





principal musician'.s coats 
sergeant's coats 
shoulder straps, (brass,) pair 
greatcoats · 
hair plumes -
bands and tassels 
fatigue frocks 
Artillery sergeant's coats 
private's coats 
musician's coats 
1 05! 1 04! 
1 16! 1 13! 
4 79~ 4 96:! 
4 s4! 5 01 
93! 92! 
1 02 991 
7 23:! 7 38"2" 
5 74! 5 92 
5 74! 5 88! 
7 44 7 36! 
8 93 8 87 
5 80 5 93! 
92 90 





















sergeant major and quartermaster ser-
geant's coats 
'Ordnance sergeant's coats · 
6 64 6 37 

















Hospital tent poles, set 
Wall-tent 
Wall-tent :fly -
Wall-tent poles, set 
Common tent 





Drum sticks, pair 
Drum cords -










































Doc. No. 2. 
No. 4-Continued. 
Equipage. .. 
Drum snares, set - - - -
Fife - - - - - -
Bugle, with extra mouth-pieces .- -
Trumpet - - - - -
Bass drum - - - - -
Axe - - - - - -
Spade - - - - -
Hatchet - - - - -
Camp kettle - - - - -
Iron pot - - - - -
Mess pan - - - - -
Canteen, (wood,) complete - - -
(tin,) complete - - -
Bedsack, double - - - -
single - - - -
Horse blanket - - - -
Nose bag - - - - -
Horse brush - - - - -
Iron comb - - - - -
Saddle, complete - - - -
Saddlebags - - - - -
Bridle, complete, with martingale - -
Leather halter, complete - - -
Chain halter- - - -. -
Spurs, pair - - - - -
Currycomb - - - - -
Postillion whip - - - -
- - - -Housing -
National and regimental colors, set, infantry-
artillery -
Color belts, artillery - - - -
infantry - - - -
Garrison flags and halliards - - -
Recruiting flags and halliards - -
Guidon for dragoons - - - . -
Camp colors, infantry - -
artillery - - -
CoMMISSARY GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Philadelphia, Novembet· 14, 1840. 
223 
Prices, Prices, Prices, 
1839. 1840 . 1841. 
$0 50 $0 50 $0 50 
25 25 41i 
4 50 4 50 4 50 
6 00 6 00 6 00 
18 00 18 00 20 00 
1 25 1 25 1 00 
62~ 62~ 60h 
42 42 4.2 
1 00 1 00 1 00 
1 80 1 80 1 57! 
40 40 40 
40 40 40 
49 49 54 
1 56! 1 44~ 1 35 
1 39! 1 44~ 1 35 
2 871 2 87-& 274 "2" 
1 00 1 00 1 00 
40 38~ 3B! 
9 9 8!. 
13 .00 
3 
12 50 10 00 
4 75 4 50 4 00 
6 00 5 25 3 75 
1 25 1 10 90 
1 50 1 25 1 25 
1 37! 1 00 95 
17 17 16} 
- 2 00 2 00 
13 00 13 00 13 00 
85 00 116 36 112 35 
85 00 94 75 90 74 
- 2 50 2 50 
- 2 75 2 75 
45 51 45 50 45 50 
7 00 7 50 7 50 
9 00 9 00 11 50 
3 41! 3 41! 3 41§-
- - 3 50 
C. IRVINE, 
Commissary General of Purchases. 
224 Doc. No. 2. 
No.5.] 
Statement showing the amount applicable to expenditure, and the amount 
expended, in tlte service of the Department of the Commissary General 
of Purchases, during the year ending 30th September, 1840. 
Clothing, &c. TE'nt.s, knap 
for army. sacks, &.c. 
Total. 
Balance undrawn from the Treasury 30th Septem· 
ber, 1839 - • - • • 
Balance in haml of the CommiiSary General of 
8105,003 10 $20,677 50 $125,680 60 
Purchases at that date - - • • 
Additional sum appropriated during the ensuing 
session of Congt ess - - • • 
Amount added by sales and rents of public property, 
and refunded - - - - -






Total amount under each different head of appropria. I----- ------l------
tion, applicable to expenditure in this department 553,757 55 20,677 50 574,435 Olj. 
Amount disbursed in 4th quarter of 1839 : 1----- ----- -----
:By di~bursing agent • - - - - 63,065 78 
:By accounting officers, in payment of claims pre· 
sented to and ftrst liquidated by them - - 419 66 
Amount disbursed in 1st quarter of 1840: 
:By disbursing agent - - - - - 52,019 06 
By accounting officers, in payment of clam1s pre· 
sented to and first liquidated Ly them • • 166 07 
pre· 
Amount !lisbursed in 2d quarter of 1840 : 
By di~bursing agent - . - • .• 
By accounting officers, m payment of clauns 
scnted to and first liquidated by them -
7,892 58 
1,923 42 
Amount disbursed in 3d quarter of 1810: 
By disbursing ngent - - · - - '265 ,938 88 
:By accounting officers, in payment of claims pre-
sented to and first liquidated by them - - 154 01 
A ggregate amount disbursed during the year ending 









391 ,579 4S 
:Balance in the hands of the Commissary General of 1----- ----- -----
Purchases, unexpended on :~Oth September, 18-10 3,772 79 
:Balance undrawn trom the Trea.sury on 30th Sep-
tember, 1840 - - - - • 158,405 30 20,677 50 
3,772 7t 
179,082 81 
"I'otal amount unexpenued on 30th September, 1840, 
applicable to future expenditure, or tube restored 
to the unappropriated moneys in the Treasury • 162,178 09 20,677 liO 182,855 5t 
CoMMISSARY GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Philadelphia, 1st October, 184.0. 
C. IRVINE, 
Commissary General of Purchases. 
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.REPORT OF THE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE 
OFFICE OF CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF SuBSISTENCE, 
Washington, November 17, 1840. 
Sm: In obedience to your letter of the 8th September ultimo, I have the 
honor to submit statement A, showing the sum applicable to expenditure 
in the commissariat of the United States during the year ending 30th Sep-
tember, 1840, fromeverysourcej amounting, aggregately, to $1,405,524 27 
And the amount expended - - - - 823,191 79 
Applicable to futura expenditure -
Of this sum, there remained in the hands of the disbursing 
agents at the expiration of the year - . -
'fo the credit of the appropriation for subsistence 






Of one hundred and forty-two officers disbm:sing during the period em-
braced, the accounts of seventeen were not received at the completion of 
this statement i but it is presumed that many, if not all of them, will reach 
the department previous to the expiration of the present year. 
There has been no change in the operations of this office since my last 
report. The troops, as is usual, have been supplied with provisions of the 
b~t. quality at every point, and the whole has _been conducted with una-
llltmty, and without complaint. 
Wilh great respect, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. GIBSON, 
Commissary General of 8ubsistanC8 
Bon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
/Secretary of War 
15 
A. 
~atement 8/towing the amount applicable to expenditure, and the amotitzt of ezpenditurc, in the . sl'vice of the '~fMnis· 
sariat of the United States, during the year e11ding 30th September, 1840 . 
.;, t1l) 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER Of~ INDIAN AFFAIRS .. 
w AK DEPi\RT!I!ENT, 
Office of Indian Affairs, November 28, 1840. 
SIR: In my last annual report, the fact that a treaty had been con-
chlded on the 3d of September, 1839, with the Stockbridge and Munsee 
tribes of Indians, by which they ceded a township of land to the United 
States, in Wiskonsin Territory, was stated. The 6th article of the treaty 
provided "that, whenever those who are desirous of emigrating shall signify 
their wish to that effect, the United States will defray the expenses of their 
removal west of the Mississippi, and furnish them with subsistence for one 
year after their arrival at their new homes." Although no time was fixed 
for their emigration, nor even looked to with precision, it was not sup-
posed by us that it could occur U!"Jder twelve months from the date of the 
treaty, if it should be ratified. Regardless, however, of all expectation 
on our part, and of all preparation for their transportation and subsistence ; 
not aware (or, if they were, indifferent about it) whether the Presideut and 
Senate would confirm the treaty, (which did not take place until the 16th 
of May last;) and knowing only that they had made a contract with the 
United States, we fiAd sixty-nine souls of the Stockbridges, and one hun-
dred and five of the Munsees and Delawares, under the chief, Thomas 
T. Hendrick, of the former, in the month of November, moving off trom 
their old residences to the southwest of Missouri, with as little ceremony 
as if they were changing their camp in the prairie or forest. As they 
arrived at different points, they took all the public agents by surprise, who 
had not the slightest intimation of their approach ; and the acquaintance 
of this office with the movement was of a still later date. 
The best provision that was practicable, under the circumstances, was-
made for them. 'l'he first knowledge had of this perfectly Indian step 
found them far on the move, and there remained no alternative but to · 
forward and take care of them. They were utterly destitute. On their 
arrival on the Missouri river, they settled a few miles from Fort Leaven-
worth, among their friends the Delawares, who received them kindly. 
The spot selected is reported to be judicious, but they have no title or 
right in the land. Instructions were given to llegotiate for the purchase-
of a small district for them, provided it should be limited to the money that 
is payable under the treaty, and that those entitied to it would consent to 
its being applied to that purpose ; which they have since refused to permit. 
They are now on subsistence at our expense. The department was in-
formed that six more would emigrate last spring; and, although not otfi-
cially advised of their arrival west, it is taken tor granted they are now 
there. • 
The Winnebagoes, it will bil recollected, were bound by their treaty of 
1837 to remove to that part of the Neutral Ground conveyed to them in 
1832, within eight months after the former was ratified, viz : the 15th of 
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June, 1838. The 15th of February, 1839, was, therefore, the latest day 
of their rightful stay east of the Mississippi. The Neutral Ground was 
assigned to them as a temporary resting-place; the treaty itself speaks of 
the prospective acquisition of" a permanent settlement." Looking to what 
was in the miuds of all parties-to the danger, for the present, 0f a location 
between the Sacs and Foxes and the Sioux, and the moral certainty that 
from vnrions causes it must soon be abandoned ; and considering that no 
advance in solid improvement can be made whi!e Indians are in 11n unset-
tled :state, during which their schools will languish, their houses, if any-
are built, will be comfortless, and soon fall into decay, and the earth be 
very partially reclaimed from the wilderness state; it has been a very desi-
rable o~wct to procura the assent of the Winnebagoes to remove southwest 
of the Missouri. 'l'he~o efforts, however earnestly prosecuted, have failed. 
The depredations and annoyances practised upon the whites by theSe 
people, who did not own a foot of land east of the Mississippi, and the un-
mixed degradation that was rapidly overtaking them, and must in a short 
time have extinguished them, made it a public duty to remove them to the 
only place to which they were by treaty bound to go. Their pertinacity-
in resisting emigration made it judicious, in your opinion, to commit their 
removal to General Atkinson, who was instructed on the subject on the 
28th day of February last. 
With the great mass of them, little difficulty was encountered; and, ex-
cept in a few instances, no coercive means were resorted to. As many as 
were cast of the Mississippi crossed over to the west side, where they, and 
those they found there, manifested great aversion to go upon the Neutral 
Ground. It was agreed their further removal should be deferred until the 
autmnu. They \vere, besides, attacked by dy~entery, from which they have 
sufl'crcd much, and lost many Jives. '!'his misfortune, and their aversiotl 
to further removal under it, induced an acquiescence on the part of General 
Atkinson in their resolution to remain on the river, on the banks of which 
they arc scattered in lodges and tents. By the latest communication, (of 
16th Sc·ptcmber,) tlieir determination seems to be fixed; (see letters and 
talk, in appendix, marked 1.) In their suffering condition, there seemed to 
be cruelty in the idea of forcin!:i their removal; hut. still, duty required that 
ever~· thing conststent with llutnanity and tenderness for their sufferings 
should Lo dune to place them on the Neutral Ground this fall. The only 
mduct~ment we could hold out, likely to produce this desirable result, was 
to 111fonn t!Jem that, though we would not coerce them to go this year, they 
must remove next spring; and that, in the mean time, we would pay their 
annuities only on the Neutral Ground. This the ngent was instructed to 
.eommunicate to them, and to say, that if they will remove this fall, we 
shall carry their sick and property in wagons at our own expense. (Appen-
dix 2.) I fear they will be ol.Jstinate; and regret it exceedingly, for whatever 
'&here is of suff~rin~ in such a change of residence, (and it is not light,) will 
be nggra\·atcd. They will be living in the n1idst of dram-shops, where 
their annuities would be co11sumed immediately, if given to them, and leave 
them as badly off in mid-winter as they will be no\v that it is thought 
prop!·r to withhold the payment, unless they will comply with their engage-
ments! 
---- -----------------------------
• Sine• the abo~e was prepared, I have had the pleasure to learn from a report by Geoer~ 
Brooke to General Atkinson, transmitted to you, that the goods procured for the \Vinnebagoes. 
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The uniteu band of Chippewas, Ottowas, and Pottawatomies, by the 
treaty of Chicago, concluded on the 26th September, 1833, and ratified on 
the 21st February, 1835, received, in part consideration of the cession con-
tained in that instrument, a grant of five millions of acres of land on the 
east side of the Missouri river, to which they agreed to remove-leaving 
the State of Illinois "immediately on the ratification of this treaty, but to 
be permitted to retain possession of the country north of the boundary-line 
of the said Stl\te for the term of three years." This right expired long 
since. The Indians known as the Pottawatomies of Indiana, con1'isting of 
several tribes or bands, have, by various treaties made in 1834, 1835, 1836, 
and (one of them) in 1837, agreed, in a few cases, to deliver possession of 
the land ceded in a given time; and in the others to emigrate, some of them 
west of the Mississippi, and others southwest of the Missouri. In either 
ease, they were homeless and mischievous, and the just complaints of the 
white inhabitants became loud. To buy Indian lands, and allow them to 
remain on the tract ceded so long as to consume any substance they may 
have, or any money that may he paid them in hand for the cession, is, I 
think, bad policy as concerns ourselves and the Indians, and most mistaken 
tenderness to the latter. "\'Vha,ever small chance there may be for improv-
ing their condition must be inevitably lost. ln the two or three or more 
years that they linger in idleness and debauchery, gazing listlessly upon 
the streams and hills they must soon leave, habits are strengthened-perhaps 
then first contracted-that they never make an effort to rid themselves of. 
White men, civilized and ev~n refined men, rarely conquer an appetite for 
the pleasures of the table or the glass ; Indians, never. The period for the 
removal of all these Indians was long passed. All our efforts (and they 
were many and serious) failed to have any effect in persuading those ro-
eently around the southern end of Lake Michigan, and in Indiana, to per-
form their covenants. It became evident that but one course was left, and 
that it was believed would be, as it has been, effectual from its moral influ-
ence. General Brady was accordingly instructed by you, on the 26th. 
day of February last, to assume the direction of the emigration of the 
united and other bands. The remnant of the united band, who had not 
before emigrated, will be placed among their brethren on the northeast bank 
of the Missouri; the others will find their homes on the lands southwest of 
Missouri, provided for them south of the Osage river and northeast of the 
Neosho river, to which many of their brethren have heretofore emigrated. 
Of the latter, 536 set out for the Osage rivr.r sub-agency, of whom 8 de-
serted and 2 died; and there arrived at the place of their destination, and 
were delivered to the sub-agent, on the 6th October last, 526; and a letter, 
received on the 16th instant, from General H. Brady, informs me that 430 
more of these Indians had set out, and were, on the 3d instant, moving to 
· th~ southwest. Much will be gained for the country, and the Indians too, 
when this operation shall be completed, and these miserable beings, who 
have for years been weighed down more and farther than even they were 
accustomed to, shall mingle with their friends on the shores of the l\lissouri. 
under treaty stipulation, have been distributed among them on the :\1i~si,sippi, whi~h the late-
ness of the ~eason_ and their sufiering from cold made proper. I have, also, had the further 
gratification to be informed, through the same cham1el, that tht> annuity money, which had 
arrived at Prairie dn Chten, would be paid at the new fXJst on the Neutral Ground, and General 
Brooke had "little doubt but what nearly all will go out, with the exeeption of Yellow Thunder 
aDd Dandy." The agent had removed to t.he new agency, and no difficulty was apprehended. 
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For five years and more they have been literally eating to-day without 
knowing where to-morrow's supplies were; uncertain of their own move-
ments, with nothing stable for them but the heavens above and the earth 
below them, they were in that most wretched of all human co~1uitions, in 
which there is no object or end but to appease hunger, without regard to 
the how, and to satisfy the animal passions of our nature, without reflection 
on the consequences, or commiserntion for their victims. The inevitable 
result obliged us to supply them with a considr.rable amount of clothing, 
before they conld be moved. 
A party of Seminole Indians anived at Fort Gibson on the 23d Decem-
ber, 1839, and the additional uumber of seven on the 21st February last. 
Of the persons thus emigrated, or emigrating, all but the Winnebagoes 
are, or will be, on subsistence for the year. To this tribe our treaty obli-
gations do not require us to furnish it, because, it is presumed, the distance 
to which we could compel them to go was very short, and their annuiti~ 
are very large. Of the Stockbridges and Mnnsees and Delawares, 69 of 
the two former tribes were original holders of the land they ceded ; and the 
remainder, about three years ago, joined the Stockbridges and Munsees in 
Wiskonsin, whither they had removed from Canada. The tabular state-
ment, (3,) which will be found in the appendix, will sho\v the l'mmber of 
Indians east of the Mississippi; the number removed since the last annual 
report; the number now subsisting in virtne of treaty stipulations, or accord-
ing to provision made by law; together with the daily cost of supplying 
their wants. 
The Swan Creek and Black River Indians are, in small propor1ion in 
Michigan. 'l'hey are understood to he desirous of removing west; but, for 
lhe present, I was obliged to foreg-o the measure for the \rant of funds. I 
tn1st, however, that Congress will supply not only the sum necessary for 
lhis purpose, but for the payment of tlte expenses incurred in the removal 
of the present residents west; which was advanced on a pledge of the pro-
ceeds of thr. sales of their lands, and allow them whatever benefits their 
own funds can besto\v. We gave them, hy treaty, 8,320 acres of land west 
of the Mississippi , or north of St. Anthony's falls; · by which, and leaving 
them withont a home east, we expressed, as strongly as possible, what was 
clearly foreseen; but the usual provision for their removal and subsistence 
was not made, although the avails of the sales of the cession were secured 
lhem. 'l'he lands have brought much less than was expected. I repeat, 
lhat I think it would he right, under the circumstances, to place them on 
the ordinary footing of removal, and twelve months' subsistence at Govern-
ment expense. 
The Chippewas of Saganaw arc in the same predicament. Their funds 
are exhausted, for the present, by charges upon them. 'l'he last treaty with 
them provided a location for their occupancy on the head-waters of the 
Osage river; and that fifty cents siwuld be reserved out of every acre of 
Jancf ct'ded by the treaty of January, J 837, "as an indemnification for the 
location to be furnished for their fntnre permanent residence, and to consti-
tute n fond for emigrating th~reto." 'l'he sales that shall be made, how-
ever, under the treaty, must meet advances ; and the probe.bility is small 
that the sum to be retained will, withiu any re:1sonable time, afford the 
means of emigrating them, much less of paying for the land allotted them. 
It is their right to remain on two of the tracts ceded until 2d July, 1843. 
There may be some doubt whether the United States are not bound to ad-
Doc. No. !2. 
vance the money for their removal. If the treaty had remained as origin-
ally made in January, 1837, it would have been, in my judgment, clear 
of difficulty in the affirmative; but the amendment of December, 1837, to 
~aid treaty, authorizes the retention of fifty cPnts per acre, as cited above; 
and, in this, is inconsistent with the original instrument. 
'l'he Ottowas and Chippewas of Michigan, by the treaty of 1836, are 
<Pntitled to continue the possession of certain reservations until 27th May, 
1841, and as much longer as may be permitted hy the United States. We 
contracted to give them a residence "southwest of Mississippi river:" to 
which, "when the lndians wish it, the United States will remove them, at 
their expense, provide them a year's subsistence in the country to which 
they go," &c. 
These three instances are cited to show the condition of some of the 
tribes north, which may become that of others. The principle of reserva-
tions to Indians, or continued possession of parts of a cession long after it 
is made, is impolitic. · Every thing connected with them becomes more 
lax. All motive for improving thmr habitations, or increasing their do-
mestic comforts, ceases. Their natural indolence is strengthened, and all 
the stays of morals are weakened. They lose the protection of United 
States laws. The sooner they are removed, the better. Permanency of 
location, as a geueral rule, is the parent of all that is valnable in civilized 
life-most certainly of all those e-arly stages of improvement upon which 
the Indians have only entered. 'l'o defer their removal, when it is proper 
or authorized, is a lasting injury to them, an increase of burden to our-
selves; and the indulgence an Indian imagination soon converts into a right. 
One of three destinies awaits the$t>, and all similarly circumstanced In-
dians. First, they may become (as many philanthropists believe they will) 
incorporated into the mass of onr population, aud partake of all our privi-
leges. I wish I could think so. An Indian of more than ordinary clever-
ne~s may occasionally fix himself among us, or even a very sma\l body of 
partially civilized Indians, and live and die 'there, respectable and respected; 
and even these are exceptions to a general rnle. But, that a mass of wild 
and savage men should, in a body, attach themselves to a civilized com-
muni.ty, ·and the mass, being decomposed; qnietly flow ofl' in different chan-
nels mto and through the social superiority arouud them, is what has never 
happened when both bodies were free, and never will happeu. There are 
too many sources of disagreement-too much in each that would grate 
upon the habits. and feeliugs of the other. 'l'hc only terms upon which 
they could remam on the lands they had ceded would be as owners by 
purchase, and tillers and cultivators of the soil. 
If I be correct in the opinion, that, with rare exceptions, this is not to bP-
expected, there remains for them removal alone; and the neiahborhood of 
the ~ritish possessions, with the presents annually distributed "'there by au-
th?nty, makes that quarter alluring, in spite of the inhospitality of the 
chmate, and the rigors of a winter that will freeze up their energies and 
efforts, if not their life.blood. We should tntre all possible pains to save 
them from adopting this alteruative. ·we feel it incumbent on us to save 
them if we can: at least we are able to stay their downward course. It 
they should fix themselves perrnaneutly in Cauada, it cannot be for good; 
for they would forfeit their interest in the annuities afid other benefactions 
due from the United States. If (as is most probable) they should be driven 
by tempests and snows into our territories again, it would be with wasted 
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means, more corrupted morals, and enervated bodies. Politically, it does 
not strike me as deserving of the consideration and weight usually given 
to it, whether they shall go or remain on our soil. As a matter of human-
ity and inoral duty, however, I view it differently, and think that the con-
siderations which belong to those two great springs of all benevolent ac-
tion acquire ;t resistless force from the peculiar relations of the American 
Government to the Inuians within her borders. To prevent this northern 
movcmcr;Jt, should be a leading object with this department-not for our-
selves, but for those dependent on our c:tre and vig1lnnce. 
The most beneficial coun::e remains. The Indians, when they must 
leave their present homes, which they have or shall have ceded away, mnst 
1·emove among their kindred tribes north and. west of them, or to a country-
to be provided at the public expen~e. 'l'hey will not be permitted to sit 
down in or among other tribes: and the :aversion to it has hee,n fixed by 
the fact, that those who have latterly sold their lands, and who wonld wish 
to throw themselves on the liberality of their kinsmen or kindred tribes, 
have refused (and rightly) to allow any to participate in the consideration 
of the1r g-rants, who did not live on, and had not an iuterest in, the land con-
veyed. The expectation of relief to them from that quarter cannot, there-
lore~ be mdulged. 
The only cxpedicmt-tlie wisest, the best, the most practicable and prac-
tical of all-now presents itself: to pnrchase whatever land may be neces-· 
sary, in addition to what we now possess, to enable us to secure to the bene-
ficiaries (in one sense, perhaps, those disposed to criticise us severely might 
call them our creditors for more than we acknowledge to owe them) of our 
Go\rernment a home and a country free from the apprehension of disturbance 
and annoyance, from the means or indulging a most drgrading appetite, 
and far removed from the temptations of bad and sordid men ; a region 
hemmed in by the laws of the United Sta!es, and guarded by virtuuus agents, 
where abstinence from vice, and the practice of good morals, should find 
fit abodes in comlortnblc dwellings nud cleared farrns, and be nourished and 
fostered by all the associations of the hearthstone. In no other than this 
settled condition can schools flonrish, which are the keys that open the gate 
to heaven and God . It may be sufficient at present to state, that the ori-
ginallndian title to the land southwest of the Missouri is extinguished as 
far north as the Little Nemahaw river. 'l'hrre are located on it a large 
number of tribes; aud there yet remain northeast of Missouri and Ntst of 
the Mississippi rivers, who will soon require a western home, the Winne-
bagoes, the Sacs and Foxes of the Des Moines, the united baud of Ottowas, 
Chippewas, and Pottawatomies, the Ottowas and Chippewas, several bands 
of Chip~ewas, the Menomonies, the New York Indians, the Minmies. nod 
the Wyandots. The day is probably not distant, either, when the Sioux 
and other tribes will be asked to cede their land; but it will be a very se-
rious question whether the Government onght to urge this policy beyond the 
tribes specially enumerated in the preceding sentence. With several of 
them, trE>aties ure already made; the others are so located at prese11t, that 
early cessions of their lands seem inevitable. All, probably, must soon 
emigrate. There are several ways of allotting the country yet unoccupied 
by the emigrant tribes arnonl! those above enumerated; but to do it advan-
tageously, it will be necessary to purchase from the Kanzas half breeds some 
-twenty· three sections they hold on the Kanzas river; and a half.breed Oma-
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ha reRervation, containing, by computation, 143,647.33 acres, should he 
acquired, if it be practicable to negotiat~ with parties capable of treating-
of which there may be some donbt, as a large proportion of these ha.lf·breeds 
are represented to be minors. In addition, the tract from the Little Nema· 
haw to the Platte, estimated to be 1,536,000 acres, I think ought to be pro· 
cured from the Ottoes and Missourias, confining these two tribes to the north 
of that river. With these additions to the public domain over the Missouri, 
l think the various tribes, whose removal to the region just spolqm of the 
force of circumstances and moral influences will soon compel, can be ac-
commodated. It appears to me that it might be farther judicious to parti-
tion the unappropriated district to and among the several bands, some of 
whom have already paid visits, by their delegations, to land districts infor-
mally allotted to them. When certainty was given to their future position, 
I think they would more clearly see the necessity and propriety and advan-
tage of their removal from all that has diminished their number, and given 
them impure morals and broken constitutions, to a healthier atmosphere, 
where the feuntains of hope will be opened up to them by the agency of 
temperance and industry, and education and religion. 
Of those removed sinct:: my last annual report, fifty-five Florida Indians 
are subsisting at a daily cost to the United States of $6 87-&; and one hun-
drC'd and eighty Stockbridges, Munsecs, and Delawares, at a per-diem ex-
pense of $21 60. Instrnciions have bren issued for provisioning the Pot-
tawatomies, and Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies, now emigrating 
and partially emigrated. l<""'or the \Vinnebagoes, we are under no obligation 
to provide the annuul sustenance. 
Of the $150,000 appropriated in 1838 for the support of indigent emt-
grant Indians, $115,756 24 have been expended in the western territory, 
and $26,932 42 in the St. Louis superintendency. 'rhe munificence ot 
Congress, in providing this fund for the humane purpose to which it has 
been applied, has been the source of comfort to many, and probably of con-
tinued €xistence to some. 
Repeated representations were made to the department that a number or 
Cherokees, from a variety of canses, were in desperate circumstauces as to 
the supply of their provision-wants; and entreating that they might be re-
lieved out of their national fund. , rhis it was impossible to do ; but there 
was a mode, and but one, in which they might be gratified. 'l'he treaty of 
1835 provided that, after certain expenditures charged upon the funds un-
der the treaty, the balance, whatever it might be, should be divided among 
the Cherokees per capita. You determined, therrforc, to order the furnish-
ing of rations to those who asked for them for five months, the expense ot 
~he snpply to be charged against their per capita claims. Instructions were 
Issued by you to Geueral Arbuckle on the 7th day of March last; in pursu-
ance of which the neeessary measures were taken by him, and the pressing 
necessities of these unfmtunate people met. A small party that had been 
to Texas, either with a view to a permanent. settlement in that republic, or 
for some purpose of exploration, desired that they might also be Rubsisted; 
hut this it was not thought desirable to grant, (4 ;) although a small sum, 
in view of their exigent circumstances, was expended by General Arbuckle 
for them, before he was informed of tbe determination of the department. 
No further negotiations have been bad with the Wyaudots, for n cession 
of theit· lands in Ohio, since my report of 13th May last, in answer to the 
Doc. No. '2. 
resolution of the Honse of Representatives of the United States of 23d 
March; nor at an after date has any thing of moment occurred immediately 
connected with the subject, except the rejection, by the Senate of the United 
States, of the treaty of pnrchase, by which land acceptable to the W yandots 
was procured of the Shnwnees, which was submitted to the Senate, and 
rejected by that body on the 8th J pne. The successful prosecution of a 
treaty with the Wyandots depending in a great measure, as it was thought, 
on the ratification of the Shawnees' contract, it has uot been considered 
advisable to renew our negotiations with the former. 
It has been an important object with the Govemment to obtain the assent 
of the united band of Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies, to go to the 
southwest of the Missouri. Their location on the northeast of that stream, 
by the grant contained in the treaty of Chicago, was, I think, unfortunate. 
rrhe efforts heretofore made to induce them to emigrate have, as was stated 
in my last annual report, been hitherto fruitless. It was, however, in July 
last, communicated to the department, that a treaty for the pnrchase of their 
lands and removal to the Osage river region might be conclnded with these 
Indians. Instructions were accordingly given to General Brady, by your-
self, to avail the public of the services of two iudi vidnals, who were sup-
posed to have great consideration with the Indians, and he was informed of 
the terms the department thought ought to be obtained. He complied 
with your direction, bnt no report has been received of the success of the 
measure. (5.) 
The treaty, so long before the public prior to its final ratification by the 
Senate, at its last session, with the several bands of the New York Indians, it 
has not been thought proper to enter upon the execution of, because the 
instmment itself contemplates a period of five years as that within which it 
shall be fully performed; because it had produced great excitement among 
the Indians themselves, and it would have manifested an inconsiderate haste, 
and disregard of the feelings of those who are so averse to its provisions; 
and because great interest had been taken in the subject by a large and most 
respectable portion of our own citizens, to whom I felt anxious the fact 
should nppear, that, although bonud, as a part of the executive power of the 
Government, to execute a treaty that had been confirmed by all the solem· 
nities of the constitution and laws, the Indi'an Department felt every dispo-
sition to do its duty in the manner and at the time least offensive to those 
upon whom it must operate severely. Various qt\estions have arisen about 
the rights of the purchasers and the Indians, from time to time, which were 
disposed of by this office, with your !ftl)probation, as they arose; and I am 
happy to say that the decisions of the department, so far as this office is in-
formed, hnve given satisfaction to the Indians. 
The difficulties that have so long agitated the Cherokee tribe were spoke11 
of in my annual report of 1839, al-id were bronght down in a report of 30th 
March last, in answer to a resolution of the Senate o[ the 12th of the same 
month. 1'he receipt of a copy of the letter of 22d January, from William 
Rogers, John A. Bell, and Stand Watie, referred to in the last report, was 
acknowledged by General Arbuckle and Captain W. Armstrong, with the 
opinion, that, as the leading men of the different parties were at Washing-
ton, nothing could be effected in their absence on qw Arkansas. Your 
determination to hold no intercourse with Mr. John Ross was in the way 
here, and on the 30th Apl'il General Arbuckle was, in accordance with your 
direction, iuformcd of the difficulty, and of the gratification that would be 
• 
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felt by the department at the adjustment of the Cherokee dissensionS' on the 
plan submitted. (6.) Your communications to me of 6th March, and to 
General Arbuckle of next day-the former suspending the official action, for 
the time, of the agent of the Cherokees ; and the latter giving your views in 
relation to the formation of a Cherokee constitution, and the exclusion of 
Messrs. Ross and Coodey from the government-were fi.1rwarded; and Gen-
eral Arbuckle, on the 13th of April, ii1formed yon that he had invited the 
two parties, by their respective chiefs, to meet at F'ort Gibson on the 20th 
April, that he might lay before them your opinions and instructions ; that 
they promised to attend, and he hoped for fiworable results. They assem-
bled, and on the 21st April General Arbuckle made an address to them, 
communicating his instmctions. They came to no agreement, and the 
friends of Mr. Ross and Mr. Coodey protested against the ground taken by 
the department, and informed General Arbuckle, by J. Vann, assistant prin-
cipnl chief, &c., that a council of the principal men of the Cherokee nation 
should be convened as soon as practicable, to consider of the malters com-
municated by General Arbuckle. (7.) This meeting, General Arbuckl.e was 
informed, was fixed for the 11th May, and that it was subsequently post-
poned to the 25th ; against which he remonstrated, (8,) and on the 24th 
May addressed a communication to Mr. Joseph Vann, nssistant principal 
chief of the emigrants, in regard of their assemblage, and its object, which 
he requested might be lnid before them when so convened. (9.) The emi-
grant party met" in council near Illinois," and were addressed on 2d June 
by General Arbuckle, and rEquested to meet, by a deputation of some 25 or 
30, a delegation of the old settlers party, at Fort Gibson. To this proposi-
tion they acceded; the parties met, and the issue was an agreement, which 
was transmitted to the department on the 28th J nne. ( lO.) On the 21st 
August, E. Hicks mldr~_>ssed you a letter, stating that, as the reasons nssigned 
by the department for withholding payment of Cherokee funds have ceased, 
he requests payment of the sum of $20,000 to the Cherokee delegation, 
which he hopes may be made, as he has heard that upwards of $3,000 were 
paid in March to the western Cherokees. On this communication I made 
a report to you, on which you endorsed, "Although the accounts received 
from General Arbuckle are highly satisfactory to the department, it requires 
time to be convinced, by the conduct of the eastern emigrants, that they in-
tend to carry into effect, in good 1aith, the terms of their arrangement with 
the old settlers. The Government will then direct the payment of the 
national fnnds, and transmit the money to Major Armstrong for distribtt-
tion." Sufficient time having elapse~, in your opiuion, to test the sincerity 
of the parties to the ag-reement of 2oth June, you directed, on the lltl'l 
instant, tl1at the paymerlt of the national Cherokee funds should no longer 
be withheld, and measures have been accordingly taken to execute this 
order. (11.) 
Although it is exceedingly gratifying to learn that an opening- ha_s thus 
beell made, which will, it is ardently hoped, compose all the dtsqutetudes 
which have rent the Cherokee tribe into bitter di\risions; yet it is observed, 
with regret, that the treaty of 1835 is nol recogttised, but by implication 
repudiated; and that a claim to land cast of the 1\iississirpi is reasserted in 
the same manner. The 9th article of the treaty of 1835 provides for the 
payment of abandoned impro\'ements and ferries on a valuation, and that 
the debts owing by the Indians shall be paid out of the moneys due them 
for claims. The lOth article stipulates for compensating them for spolia-
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tions; and the 13th and the supplement for discharging their reservation 
claims: and these, being relieved from the operation of your order to with-
hold payment until their difficulties were adjusted, by a communication to 
me of 27th April, are in a course of payment, and some of them have been 
paid at this office to such claimants as presented themselves. 
'l'he hostilities that occasionally prevail, and the inclination for them that 
always exists, among some of the northwestern tribes of Indians, are greatly 
to be reO'retted, and seem to be a part of their nature. The Sacs and Foxes 
are at deadly enmity with the Sioux; the Winnebagoes with the former, 
against whom, in greater or less number, they joined the United States i11 
the Black Hawk war; and the Menomonies, during the same outbreak, 
sided with their neighbors and connexions, the Wiunebagoes, and volun-
teered to aid the United States. War is the passion of savagism; and 
the only remedy for this great evil to them is civilization, which advances, 
with every effort and enconragement, by short strides. You may impose 
(as is the policy of the department) some restraint upon them, by insisting 
upon their covering the blood, or bmying the dead ; (that is, paying a sum 
of money to the relatives of the deceased ;) but no radical cure for this cruel 
pastime of wild men can be found, but to win them over to the arts of 
civilized life, and the practice of the virtues religion inculcates. 
A statement of the various investments made on Indian account, by vir-
tue of treaties and laws, and of the sums appropriated by Congress in lieu 
of interest, when it has not been tleemed judicious to purchase stock with 
the principal, is submitted. 'This, as I have on former occasions remarked, 
is true kindness to the Indian. Since the last report from this office, there 
have been invested in Pennsylvania fives $77,850, which brought stock 
to the amount of $90,000, at $8{) 50 for the hundred. This sum was·a re-
investment of moneys received on iormer stock, with the pmpose of accu-
mu\ating the means of substituting civilization, domestic habits, the use of 
the handicraft arts, and Christianity, for the discomforts of the hunter's and 
the fisherman's pursnits, engrafted upon the erratic life of the North Amer-
ican Indian. Extracts from my report in detail to you, of the 2d January 
last, on the subject of stocks held in trust for the Indians by the Govem-
ment, and of their interest, will explain the different items which go to 
make the aggregate of $77,850, ( 12.) For this sum we have received 
$90,000, yl ldiug an annual interest of five per cent. 
The department has not proceeded to act upon the unapproved Ohicl\a. 
saw locations of reservations, because the registers, referred to in my report 
of last year, which ought to show the names and qualifications of the claim· 
ants, have not been received. · 
Few sales of those locations, which have been approved and remain un-
sold, have been made, as may be inferred from the small number of deeds 
presented at the department lor the President's consideration. 
Where sales of acknowledged claims to land nnder the Choctaw treaty 
of 1830 have been returned to this ofilce, they have been examined, aud de-
cided with all the despatch practicable. The gentleman selected to report 
the facts, and certify to them, concerning sales mH.ler the said treaty, replied1 
to a request to close his busitlf!S'> as soon as possible, that 261 cnses ot a. 
given class, and tlpwards of 100 of another, had just been presented to- hi-m;. 
and "that although, in the prosecution of the business assigned to this. 
o1fice, considerable delay has been apparently manifested, yet it is believed 
that, owing to tiJe peculiar condition of the country where many of the early 
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purchases were made, it will not be regarded as remarkable that mora time 
has been required to dispose of the business than might, under ordinary cir-
.' eumstances, appear to be necessary." Of the above cases, but a few have 
been reported to this department. 
With regard to the contingent locations of the Choctaws, under the 14th 
article, which Congress will dispose of a.ccording to its pleasure, I think it 
proper again respectfully to recommend the organization of a new commis-
sion to complete the l:'xaminations partially made by the board constituted 
and continued under the acts of 3d March, 1837, and 22d February, 1838; 
to which it would, in my opinion, be well also to commit the investigation 
of 118 claims to unlocated reservations under the 19th article of said trea-
ty. Having spoken of this important matter heretofore, it will not be ne-
cessary now to do more than sny that the late legislation of Congress, and 
especially a law of lst June, 1840, seems to add to the reasons for closiug 
this business, and, perhaps, changes the position of some of the claimants, 
as well those under, as those adverse to, the treaty provision. The last 
proviso of" an act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the pnblic lands," 
o: 22d June, 1838, reserved from sale "any tract or tracts of land reserved 
t0 any Choctaw, under the provisions of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
creek," to satisfy the claims of such Indians, &c. ; "and also to reserve 
from sale or entry a sufficient qnantity of the lands acquired by said trea-
ty, upon which no such sPttlement or improvement has beeu made as 
would entitle the settler or improver to a right of pre-emption under this 
act, to satisfy the claims of such Indians as may have been entitled to r -
servations under the said treaty, and whose lands may have been sold by 
the United States, on account of any default, neglect, or omission of duty, 
on the part of any officer of the United States ; such reservation from sale 
to continue until the claims to reservations under said treaty shall be inves-
tigated by the board of commissioners appointed for that purpose, and their 
report finally acted on by Congress." 'I'he 5th section of the supplement 
of 1st June last to the above law contains this clause: "And nothing in 
the last proviso of the act of the twenty-second of June, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-eight, shall be so construed as to defeat any right of pre-emption 
a~cruing under said act, or under this act, or under any preceding act of 
Congress; nor shall said pre-emption claims be defeated by any contin· 
gent Choctaw location." 
I think the ground on which the claimants on one side and the other 
have heretofore stood is mHterially shifiecl by the last law; and as the pre-
emptioner must prevail, under this provision, where an Indian contingent 
location interferes with him, (as, perhaps, against this species of location he 
must always have done when his right first attached,) there would seem, as 
tf> such Choctaw claims, to he now bnt one mode of compensation-a pe-
cuniary one, in such measure, and with such gnards and restrictions, 
(which, in my jud~ment, should he rigid,) as the wisdom of Congress shall 
devise. 'l'hese contingent locations arose under the 14th article of the 
treaty, which requires five years' residenc~ to entitle the party to a grant iu 
fee-simple. We have a geueral census of the Choctaw tribe, and muster-
rolls of those who arrived west must be in the accounting offices; it is, 
therefore, suggested that a comparison of the latter with the former will 
show who went west, and, consequently, not having remained five years, 
are not entitled; and, by tiPdncting these from the mass, we could learu 
how many could by possibility be jnst claimants under this article. 'J'h~ 
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number th~t the Indians themselves supposed would prefer claims under it 
amounted, as the jourual of the commissioners who treated with '.th~m 
proves, to but 200; while the aggregate of claims presented to the commis-
sioners who sat under the law of 1837 exceeded 1,300. This paked state-
ment prons the necessity fQr unusual caution; with all that can be exer-
cised, the Trc~sury will be heavily burdened. . 
You will find in the appendix (13) u statermmt exhibiting the amount 
remaining in the hnnds of each of the disbursing agents of the office of In-
dian Affairs unaccounted for on the 1st of October, 1839; the amount re-
mitted to each of them from the Treasury in the last quarter of 1839 and 
the three first quarters of 1840, or received from other sources during the 
said periods, with the sums accounted for; and those which remain unset-
tled will give a correct general view of the money operations of this depart-
ment. 'l'hc lateness of the appropriation!! threw the remittances for the 
general sen·ice of the year so far towards autumn, as to make it impossible, 
in most instances, to disburse the moneys and render accounts before the 1st 
day of October. Justice to the agents requires me to state this fact. The 
accompanying paper ( L4) will inform you of the sum applicable to expen-
diture, and of the amount expended, in the service of the Department of 
Indian Affairs, during the year ending 30th September, 1840. I place 
before you an account of the civilization fund, and of the means provided 
by treaty for the advancement of education. (15 and 16.) 
'l'hc annuities, and other annual payments and stipulations: have received 
proper atteution. From the unavoi&able lateness of the remittances from 
the department, accounts hfl.VC not yet been received of their distribution 
among the Indians; but the agents are doing their several duties, and, as 
soon as they can be reasonably expected, will render their respective ac-
eounts.* The numerous and indispensable engagements which the same 
cause has accumulated for the autnmn, and precipitated upon n brief space, 
have prevented the receipt of a portion of the annual reports that the :mper-
intcndents and agents are required to make on 1st October. 'l'hose which 
have reached this office are annexed, (from 17 to 43 inclusive,) and afford 
much valnable information. 'l'he gentlemnn from whom they proceeti, 
and the agents generally employed on fndian affairs, merit my commenda-
tion. Their various, complicated, responsible, and often vexatious duties, 
are, so far as I am informed, satisfactorily performed, and with intelligence 
nnd fidelity. 
The yearly stipend of the Indians is gP.nernlly expended before it is 
payable. 'l'hey receive from the traders the articles that their necessities 
or fancies call for through the year, which are to be paid for at the great 
annuul receipt. The debts thus contracted often remain unpaid, und, so 
far, are always provided for when a treaty is concluded. 'l'hese stipula-
tions for the liquidation of debts are at the expense of the United States, 
for they are (perhaps without exception) an addition to the consideration 
which wonld otherwise content the Indians. To guard against loss from 
110n-payment of debts, against the hazard of no treaty-fund being created 
• A difficulty ha~ orcurrecl among the Sacs and Foxes of the Des Moines as to the mode ot 
paying the ir aunuitic·'· One party, believed to be the largest, desiring payment to be made to 
the chief,;, (the ccmr,;e heretofore adopted,) and the other to the heads of families. This disr.· 
grepment pr~;·cntccl the payment in September, at the time the agent proposed to make it; bu' 
su<'h ins: ructions have b~cn forwarded as, it is hoped, will satisfy all parties to this controvcr>y 
by mal,ing the p:1ymP.r.t this year to each according: tc, its wishes. • 
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for them, or of its being inadequate, large profits are imposed upon the 
goods sold, so that the amount received will afford a fair return for all 
sold, and the dealer, although his gains may not be large, will thus be pro-
tected from actual loss. This, which I believe to be the course of the 
trade, subjects the honest-paying Indians to large exactions. Some correc--
tive should be applied ; but it is not easy to say what will be most efl'ect-
ive, and perhaps still more difficult to make any suggestion which, amid 
so many discordant interests, and such coutrariety of opinion, shall be gen-
erally acceptable. 
The factory system, which was established in 1796, and continued until 
1822, as it was conducted, was, in my opinion, rightly abolished; and yet 
the aggrP-gate of lo&s was neither very large, nor did it grow out of the busi-
ness, but was chiefly, if not exclusively, made up of the salaries of those 
employed, and other charg-es attending the system. Many officers of sound 
jYdgment were in favor of its continuance, and the determination to destroy 
it was slowly arrived at; still, the public impressions against it were deep, 
and it would ill become me to condemn what was so deliberately resolved 
on. Notwithstanding, however, what has been done, and instead of look-
ing to the long past as the safest guide, the experience of tlv:J last eighteen 
years can be safely and advantageously consulted. 'l'he change of circum-
stances, the very largely increased disbursements to the Indian tribes an-
nually, the facilities for transportation, the greater need they have of the 
guardian care of the Government, as they are more closely and densely 
surrounded by a white population; and the corresponding obligation upon 
ns, arising out of this, and their almost eutire dependence upon their annui-
ties for clothing, &c., as th!lir hunting· grounds grow less productive: these, 
and other considerations, require that we should consider what alternative, 
if any, will be most beneficial to the ludian. · 
The factory system, on the plan formerly pursued, I would not re estab-
lish if I could ; but its principle is valuable. It would not, I think, be ad-
visable at present, whatever time may counsel us to do heteafter, to go 
further than 1 will now respectfully suggest. 
I would make a small establi:shment of goods, suitable to Indian wants, 
according to their loctllion, at each agency. I would not allow these goods 
to be sold to any one except Indians entitled to a participation in the cash 
annuities, and I would limit the pnrchases to their proportion of the annu-
ity; so that tile Government would, instead of paying money to be laid out 
in whiskey and bends, or applied to the payment of goods at two prices 
bought from others, meet the Indians to settle their accounts, and satisfy 
them that they had received, in articles of comfort or necessity, the annuity 
due them for the year, at cost, including transportation. The Indians would 
be immensely benefited; and the expense would not be greater than that 
of the money-payments now almost uselessly made them. The goods 
would be delivered as they mig-ht be wanted; it would be done under tl1e 
direction of the ag-ent; and I see no reason why his personal attention 
should not be equal to the whole duty, with the aids he now· has. The 
accounts \YOuld be annually sertled as qnick as the money-payments are 
made, for ench party would recollect every purchase. The agents \vould 
have the weight and consideration they ought to have witl.1 the lndi.ans; 
while the latter would feel that the Government was the1r best fnend, 
would be taught to look to it alone for aid in any emergence, and manifest 
their attachment to it under all circumstances. lt cannot be doubted that 
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this is the secret of the great attachment of the Indians to the British Gov-
ernment. Their donations, as well as dues, are received directly from thfl 
officers of the Qneen, with much parade and ostentation; and the head of 
the Government is studiously represented as the fountain of all benefaction. 
This, it is true, would not be desirable under our form of government; nor 
could it be done, where all the branches of the admini~tration together 
represent the sovereignty which rests in the people; unt they, or some of 
their chiefs, have penetration enough to see that the large sums of money 
paid them annually by us are swept away by their own improvidence and 
the cupidity of others-often without any essential benefit, sometimes to their 
positive injury. To do them good-to give them what they wnut at what 
'it costs-to deal with them justly and kindly too-to address their under-
standings through their necessities, and by supplying comforts, cannot fail 
to conciliate them. But we, paying them certainly what we owe them, 
leave them a prey, afterwards, to the different absorbents that take up all 
they have received. We perform the least part of our duty, though the 
most ostensible. I think the idea I have communicated, properly develeped 
.and carried out in detail, will afford a remedy pro tanto. It is as far as it 
may ever be prudent to go; certainly, in my opinion, to go further, now, 
would be injudicious . 
. It will be observed that the supply of goods shonld never exceed the an-
nuities to be disbursed at a given ngency. At first, I would proceed cau-
tiously; send goods not exceeding a fourth or a fifth of the annuity, so as to 
test the Indians' pleasure. Where a treaty provides that a proportion of 
the annuity shall be paid in goods, I would not send more than that amount; 
but I would send them six months, more er less, in advance of the regular 
time of distribution; anti if the InJians used them by purchase, on account 
of their general atll~uity, their place could be easily supplied. In this way, 
the usef11lness of the scheme could be tried; which is, to give them goods 
Dn the same terms we now do; except, only, that there should be a stock 
commensurate with their want:; kept at the agency, by means whereof they 
could obtain the best articles for the smallest price. I would have no sell-
ing to them for furs or peltries. Out of traffic, would grow evils that are 
great, and would be unavoidable. That I would leave to traders under 
license; and Indian experience of the ad vantages we afforded them would 
soon compel the trader to furnish good goods at fair prices, or to abiln<.lou 
the pursuit. If the latter should happen, what good souse may dictate, 
under the existing circumstances, can be provided for the exigency. In the 
.mean time, by confining onr snpplies to the amount of money we owe them 
by the year, we shall avoid all dissatisfaction on their part. 
But this, or any other improvement, or attempt at benefiting the Indians, 
~1\l meet the great obstruction to every effort of meliorati ng their condi-
tiOn-the inordinate use of ardent spirits. Tf you cQuld civilize and chris-
tianize them, you might possibly correct the evil; bnt the misfortune is, 
that it must be eradicated before yon can etft:!ct the former. rro reason 
WILh them, experience has shown to be vain ; to rei y u pou their own re-
~ection and resolution for doing the good work, wonld be infatuation; see-
mg how few of the slaves ot this parent of crime anrl renmy, amo11g those 
whose youth has been spent in school.ho11ses. and their sabbaths in churches, 
have ever redeemed themselves from i~:-j fearf11l thraldom. 'l'!Je remedy 
lies in keeping the poison beyond their reach. Tile laws of tbc United 
States prohibit the traftic in it, under severe pr nalties; but they only ope~ 
16 
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rate in the Indian country defined by law; and, from the sparseness of the 
population, absence in many parts of it of white men, and remoteness of 
position, these wholesome provisions are generally evaded. In some of the 
States and Territories, vigorous legal enactments have been made, to the 
same end; which, no doubt, work some good, but, ior the reasons stated, 
often fail of their effect. 'l'his will always be the case, unless the legal pro-
hibitions are made stronger. 'l'he United States have, perhaps, gone as far 
as, under the general power delegated in the constitution, it may be con-
sidered they cun go ; but the States and T erritories, within or ncar which 
Iudinn tribes are located, are invoked to exert the power they undoubtedly 
possess, to whatever extent may be necessary to arrest this worse than 
pestilence. 'l'he evil is, of course, the greatest where the United States laws 
do not protect them: for instance, among the Sioux and Winneba~ocs, who 
ceded their lands east of the .Mississippi in 1837. 'I'he venders of this arti-
cle sit down on the district ceded, and thence pour it through a thousand 
channels into the Ind-ian settlements, while the Territorial laws are disre-
garded. So of the Ottowas and Chippew:1s itt Michigan, and other tribes 
which might be named, who, hav10g granted the title to their lands, live by 
reserved rights, tor terms of years, upon portions of it. The only real se-
curity is in a virtuous surroundin~ population~ who mnst, however, have 
such laws as they can Gnforce. The law of Iowa is exceedingly well 
adapted to prevent sales to Indians; but there is one step further-perfectly, 
I take it, within the legal competency of the local legislatures-which, if 
adopted and executed, woulc.l go far to arrest the introduction of liquor 
among the tribes. It is this: to declare it a high offence, under severe 
sanctions, to purchase ardent spirits, or to have them in possession, with 
tb~ intent to sell them to Indians. With snch authority, much might be 
effected; whereas, if you can only punish the actual sale to a savage, the 
mischief is done for the occasion, and escape almost certain. 
I agree fully with Eliot, (called the Apostle of New England, the first 
Protestant missionary to the aborigines,) "that tl1e Indians must be civil-
ized, as well as, if not in order to th eir being, christianized." The great 
instrument of their moral elevation mwst be edncation: 1 do not mei\n 
merely of the book, thon~lt that is the great inlet of improvement; but with 
it, they must be taught the usc of domestic comforts, aud how to make and 
provide them through mecltauics and the arts of housewifery and farmiug;; 
with these will come a distaste for a ramhlmg life, and an attachment to 
the fire side, with its crowning accompaniment, religion, which is the only 
security for progression in all the others. It appears to me to be utterly 
vuiu to hope for any valuable ndvanceJ except through this portal. 
The pro~ress of national civilization is u tedious one. Every commu-
nity that has emerged from barbarism has done so very gradually, each 
»tep being a laying down of the ground for that which is to follow; and 
:~ges have been uecessary to overcome, day by day, the attachments to a 
wild roving lite aud unrestrained course, which are exceedingly strong, 
and weakened imperceptibly as they ure suppln ntcd by the impr vements 
slowly adopted. We live, howe\'er, iu the full blaz) of civilized day, aud 
perhaps aim at rather too mnch at once when we ask untutored trtbes of 
men and women (schooled tts little by eircumstanccs ami time as by posi-
tive instruction) to discard habits that have existed fro111 the creation of 
the world, and put on ours. Our relative positions create n spirit of oppug-
nation to what they consider coercion; nnd, looking at the morn! force 
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(even upon them) of circumstances, with some plausibility so consider. 
They submit to what we urge, but they do not (generally, at least) cordial-
ly unite with us in onr effurts to mend their condition. These considera-
tions should encourage ns to perseverance; although, looking over the 
whole surface, we can hardly perceive the ground we have gained; and 
when we shall have proceeded so far that the Indians themselves become 
warmed to the work, what remain~ will be of easy accomplishment. 
1 have heretofore given my opinions so freely respecting primary schools, 
and the mode of conducting them, with especial reference to the education 
of a large proportion of females, that I will not now dwell on them. Of 
those who will have the benefit of these numerous small establishments, 
(at which only what would be necessary for every-day Indian life should 
be learned now,) there will be found some, as among ourselves, that are 
capable of higher attainments, and calculated by superior intellectual en-
dowment to lead the way in any advance their fellows may make. For 
them, institutions of a more extended character will be necessary. Of this 
description, is the establishment in the F'ort Leavenworth agency, near the 
moutft of the Kansas river, and the western line of the State of Missouri, 
in the country of the Shawnees. The progress made in building up this 
piace of education is very gratifying. Two three-siory brick buildings 
have been erected, and are nearly finished; one of which is intended for 
the fi.umer, and the other to receive the mule pupils ; a third, for the 
females, is under way. There are also houses for the principal of the school 
and the blacksmith, and a blacksmith's shop, barn, stables, &c.; and be-
tween five and six hundred acre» of land are under fence and in cultiva-
tion, that yielded during the past season an abundant crop, from which it 
was thought sales to the amount of $1,500 might be made this fall. 
The spirit manifested in thus reclaiming the wild waods has been extended 
to the much more important work of mental cnltnre. 
There are now some fifty scholars at this school; in about equal propor-
tion of boys and girls; the former run from six to eighteen years of age, 
and give decided "evidence of very remarkable improvement. They can 
nearly all read, many can colllpose and write sentences, and a number are 
acquainted with the mle of three. They are taught out of school to split 
wood, plough, mow, &c.; and, when all the appliances are• ready for nse, 
will learn the mechanic arts. The girls have made the same average pro-
ress in letters, and are taught the vnrious branches of housewifery. I 
lave great pleasure in making this statement, as fnroishing the strongest 
evidenee I have yet seen of the probability of success, after all our failures, 
in the efl'orts made by benevolent and religious societies, and by the Gov-
ernment, to work a chano-e in Indian habits and modes of life; while it is 
conclusive proof that tb~se sous of the forest are our cqnals in capacity. 
It shu\\ be my bnsiness, as it is my duty, to extend to this promising, and 
indeed flourishing institution, all the aid the department can legally ren-
der. 
When the outline of the plan shall be fill ed np, it is supposed 200 
scholars can be accommodated, at a yearly expense not excP.eding $70 
each. Tile institution is so very popular, that applications for admission 
have been, and are, constantly rejected from necessity, the accommoda-
tions being now rather too contracted for t~ose who are there. They ~re 
well clothed and well fed, and their proficiency shows they are well m-
.structed. It is, however, proper to mention that the location of this school 
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has been most favorably selected for an exhibition of the best reRults. The 
Shawnees and Delawares, as tribe:;;, have left far behind them most of the 
traces of Indian life. They are well housed, have their farms well opened 
and cultivated; and among them are blacksmiths, carpenters, &c., who are 
not nnfrequently employed by the whites. 'l'here is, besides, a semi-
monthly newspaper, edited and printed by a Shawnee. The accompanying 
report (44) made by an intelligent young gentleman of this office, is referred 
to for further particulars, and, with the regular report, transmitted by the 
.agent, will furnish them in full. 
It is anticipated that the Choctaw Academy, in Kentucky, will cease to 
·exist as an Indian school within 12 to 20 months. In reference to this 
event, and to provide a substitute for it in the far south, my attention has 
been given to the selection of a suitable site, and to the other initiatory 
measures necessary to a beneficial use of the fnnds the neighboring tribes 
may be willing to expend at a school, the position and conduct of which 
they approved. Fort Coffee, on the Arkansas river, has been abandoned 
as a military post. The buildings are suitable for an extensive school es-
tablishment; the farm is open, so as to connect the manual·labor and farm-
ing benefits with the others; the situation is healthy, and, although in the 
Choctaw country, it is on the Arkansas river, near the Loundary·line, and 
quite convenient to the Creeks, Cherokees: Senecas, Senecas and Shawnees, 
Seminoles, and not too fur removed from the Chickasaws and Osages. 
This position unites all the advantages that you could reasonably expect to 
find, if not all you could desire. Properly originated and built up, this scheme 
will become the fountain of many blessings to masses of men. It should 
commence moderately, and be extended gradually. Manual labor and 
farming are indispen~able branches of instruction to any good end; and at 
a proper season workshops should be erected, and the mechanic arts taught. 
'fhe girls, who ought never to number Jess than one-half the pupils, should 
learn to sew, spin, and weave; and, as we progress, it would be an excel-
lent feature in the plan to lay in the materials for clothing the whole school, 
which the girls, under proper tnition and direction, should make up. To 
this school would come those only that, having learned the usual elementary 
branches at the primary schools, it would be expedient, from greater apti-
tude and othe11 considerations, to educate further at Fort Coffee. 
On the 11th July last I addressed a letter to the superintendent of the 
western territory, giving the foregoing views at length, and expressing my 
wish that they shonld be curried ont; for which purpose he was informed 
the department would fnrnish $2,000 from the civilization fnnd, per annum; 
and that, as in the next two years the fnnds now expended at the Choctaw 
Academy would cease to be med there, it was hoped and believed the In-
diems wonld cheerfully agree to the npplicution of them in support of pupils 
at Fort Coffee. He was further informed that, "as soon as the necessary 
incipient measures are taken, a competent teacher must be selected; and, in 
doing this, he must be a man of unimpeachable morals, and of capacity and 
acquirement far above \Vhat is usually songbt for in an Tndian tutor. He 
niu~t be fully qualified to be the principal of the institution when it shall 
have reached tbc full ('Xtent to which my views look, and with which alone 
I will Le sati>fied . He must, therefore, not be inferior to gentlemen placed 
at the lJCnd of academies in the populous States. On this, every thing will 
depend. A false step here will tJC fatal ; and, of course, llf1e most inde-
pendlmt !ind judicious selection made-considering only the intarest of the 
l-!,1div1s, and the success of the project." (45.) 
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From the numerous and pressing engagements of the superintendent 
since lie was instructed, I presume he has not been able to enter upon the 
execution of the plan, and no report has been received from him on the sub-
ject. A school at Fort Coffee, for the more southern Indians, with that of 
the Methodist society near Fort Leavenworth, will furnish all the facilities 
that are necessary, or could be wished for, in such institutions ; and, both 
fairly under way, I shall hope for the b.:Jst consequences. The accompany· 
ing statement (46) will furnish, in a condensed form, the information pos-
sessed here respecting the present condition of Indian schools. 
Information was com:mmicated to the department that the Seminole · 
chiefs in the western territory were anxious that their brethren in Florida 
should Jay down their arms and join them, and bad expressed their reach-
ness to visit them, and to use their influence to induce them to emigrate •. 
Those who are so tenacious of Florida are understood to regard the coun-
tJ'y in which their emigrant brethren live as barren and unhealthy, and' 
many of them to believe that the latter have perished. To remove these 
false impressions, it was thought, would be to d<!stroy one of the chief rea-
sons with them for continuing hostilities. 'l'he project, after mature delib-
eration, was approved ; and orders accordingly issued to Major William 
Armstrong, the superintendent, and Captain John Page, of the United States 
army, to select a few of the Seminole chiefs, and of the Creek chiefs "best 
affected to the United States," with one or two Cr.octaws, if deemed advisa-
ble, and proceed east with them for the above purpose. Strong hopes were 
entertained of snccess, which were strengthened by the reception of the 
delE'gation by their relatives in Florida. But, at the very moment when ex-
pectation was at the highest, it was sadly dissappointed; and whatever mo-
tives or influences have hitherto operated on the Seminoles, they appear to 
have lost none of their force. If the measure had eventuated £.worably, it 
would have been just cause of gratulation, as the termination of a harMsing 
conflict-war it h.trd!y deserves to be called, were it not so prolific of ex-
pense, hard service, disease, and death ; a contest in which our officers and 
men bear themselves, amid the most untoward circumstances, with a per-
severance and gallantry that would in any other warfare secure them the 
soldier's richest reward; while in this, however well understood by the 
Government and army, their services are not appreciated by the country. 
To meet an::l conquer an enemy, is the possession of reputation ; to travel 
over arid sands, and wade through morasses and lakes, and strug~le through 
hammocks-to chase the shadow, while the substance is invisible, through 
all these difficulties-bring sickness and death, if a bullet from a concealed 
foe spares its intended victim for a more painful end. 'l'o terminate this 
hard dnty, and to relieve the citizens of Florida of a savage population, 
from which they have suffered so much in rapine, conflagration, and mur-
der, were our hope and expectation; Lut they have proved as illusory as any 
that have preceded them. 
I r~gret to mention that the system of bestowing presents to Indians resi-
dent Ill the United States is continued at the Manitoulin islands by the 
British Government. The despatch of Sir "Francis Bond Head to Lord 
Glenelg, of 20th November, 1836, and the talk made in pnrsnance thereof 
by --Jarvis, Esq., chief superintendent, &c., to the Indians in the year 
1837, laid down a dlfferent line of policy, as judicious for the English na-
tiOn and jnst to us. Ry these two :locuments, and by way of inducing our 
resident Indians to emigrate to Cunada: they were informed that the British 
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Government was willing to make gifts to such of them as would remove 
to: and live in, Canada; but that, after 1889, the usage would cease as to 
all others. I am, notwithstanding, advised that from 3,000 to 6,000 (as 
·they were variously estimated) were assembled at tiJe Manitoulins in July 
and August, 1840. Parties went from the shores of Lake Superior and the 
heads of the Mississippi, as well as from the more contiguous tribes of Michi-
gan, and portions of Wiskonsin and Iowa. The visiters were more nume-
rous than usual, but it is said a tone of dissatisfaction was displayed by 
some of them on their return ; while others, (the Menomonies,) who were 
invited by British al?:ents to this great point of distribution that they might 
participate in it, declined. 
The permanent emigration to Canada from our territory is believed to be 
less than it was the previous year. This, though equally exceptionable in 
principle, I do not think of so much hazard as the maintenance of foreign 
infhlence among chiefs and tribes who live on our soil and amidst our 
fellow-citizens. Remonstrance, and the withdrawal of all participation in 
annuities from such as remove permanently, or receive presents annually 
from the agents of the British Government within its possessions, are the 
only preventiyes in the power of the Indian Department. 
Respectfully submitted : 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
'r. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 
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No.1. 
SuPERINTENDENCY OF INDIA~ AFFAIRS 
FOR THE TERRITORY OF WISKONSIN, 
·Mineral Point, September 29, l 840. 
SIR: Herewith you will receive, .enclosed, the letter of David Lowry, 
sub agent for the Winnebagoes, accompanied by the talk held by the sub-
agent with some of the principal chiefs of these Indians, for the informa-
tion of your department. 
[ have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY DODGE, 
Superintendent indian Affairs. 
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD, Esq. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN SuB AGENCY, 
September 16, 1840. 
SIR : The enclosed talk was held, this morning, with old Car-a-man-ee 
and Win-o-shick. It is conceived proper, at this moment, td submit it to 
your excellency's consideration. I am informed by these two Indians 
that a full council of the chiefs may be expected, in a few days, on the 
same subject. The result will be immediately forwarded. 
My attitnde before the Indians, at present, is rather peculiar as well as 
delicate. I am anxious to be fully understood by the department, and to 
have, myself; a fair understanding of its wishes in relation to the Winne-
bagoes. The emigration, suspended last spring in your excellency's pres-
ence, at the request of young Win·o·shick, was expected to be resumed. 
this fall by the Indians voluntarily. All my efforts, since that time, have 
been directed to a preparation for their entire removal this fall. Some time 
1lince, it was ascertained that they did not intend to go; which was imme-
diately reported, and the necessity of bringing the influence of troops 
again to act upon them suggested; but what the determination is, on this 
subject, I am not, as yet, informed. Therefore, I am in doubt as to the 
proper course to pursue with the Indians. It will be seen, however, from 
my enclosed talk to them this morning, that I still deem it safest to insist 
on their removal this fall to their proper country; and this position wilL 
be maintained, till otherwise instructed by the department. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
His Excellency HENRY DoDGE, 
D. LOWRY, 
U. S. Indian Sub·agent. 
Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 
lVee·noo shake.-Father : I may seem childish, in speaking on this sub-
ject at this time; bnt you will better excuse me, when you remember that 
I am bnt a boy, and must allow me, when I come to see you, to speak of 
every thing that comes into my head. 
Father: We hnve heard that yon intend to move your agency, this fall, 
to Tnrkey river, out on the Neutral Ground. This distresses us very 
much, I assure you. Also, that you will insist on our going out, this fall 7 
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from the Mississippi; on our removing our families out, and on Turkey 
river receiving our annuities. This we cannot do, Father; you know we 
cannot do it. If our people wished to go, they are not able to get there. 
Our wigwams are filled with sick, and we cannot go. Our people say, 
that if our Great Father should insist on our going, and send wagons to 
convey us out, it would take all of our annuities for this year to pay for 
hauling. 'l'hey would have to suffer for want of money to buy clothes, 
&c., until next year. 
Sub-agent.--I hope your Great Father will send wagons to hanl your 
property and sick. Should he do so, however, he will pay for the expense 
himself: 
Keesh-kee-pee-kaw, or, 1'he-Old Kar-a-mannee.-Father: I have come 
to see you on important business, having heard that you should say we 
must go to 'l,urkey river to receive our goods, money, &c., for this year. 
What I now say to you, you may feel assured the other chiefs will say. 
We have always done as onr Great Father wished us to do, until now. 
You tell us you will pay ns on the Neutral Ground , west. We say to yon, 
that we cannot go there for them. Pay us on the Mississippi, and we will 
~orne to the pay-table in canoes, bringing our sick. Were our families 
well, we might talk of going to the agency on Turkey river for our an-
nuities. Father : if you have been instructed to take our moneys to Tur-
key river, then take them ont; but write to onr Great Father that we 
cannot go after them. We say it, and the other chiefs will say it-we 
cannot-we will not attempt it; our people are unwilling to go to 'l'url\ey 
river for their Great Father's yearly present. 
Sub-ngent.-rrhe Indians will recollect their promise to General Atkin-
son, last May-that they said to him, "We will move out, next fall, to 
our proper country." rrhat word was sent your Great Father at Wash-
ington. Believing that you would do as you said, he has direct~d your 
annuities to be paid in that country. Now, should yon do otherwise, he 
will have good reason to believe that you have more than one mouth. 
Your people cannot live on the Mississippi, nor can they live east of that 
river. 'l'he treaty that you made with the United States, in 1837, requires 
you to move twenty miles west of it. From that point you are at liberty 
to hunt out to the Des Moines; and to hunt, but not to keep your families 
and property, up to the west bank of the Mississippi. Ten ploughs are 
now breaking land for you on 'l'urkey river; and others will soon go to 
Red Cedar, to break a field there. One of your blacksmiths is on Red 
Cedar, and the other two at Turkey river. Your school, &c., will move, 
in four or five weeks, to the new agency. You will be obliaed to go to 
that country. It will he best for yon to go this fall ; yon will then be in 
your own country, ready to plant corn next spring. You have no black-
smith on the Mississippi, and in a few weeks will have no agent here; and 
here you cannot live. 
Kar-a-mannee.-We cannot go, but will stay on the Mississippi, and 
live, if we can. None of the chiefs who were at Washington in 1837 
recollect any thing about a cession of twenty miles west of it. 
Sub-agcnt.-Have yon forgotten (to Wee-no-shake) the promise you 
gave General Atkinson, that it the Mississippi Indians could plant at their 
old fields once more, they would move, in the fall, to their own r:onntry 1 
l¥ee-no shake.-! remember mv talk, and vet think they ourr!tt to go; 
and if the older chiefs will go, I am Willing io follow them. But at that 
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time we could not foresee that we would be now sick and dying. I then 
wished to wait, and learn the wishes of our brothers at the Portage, (which, 
you recollect: I added as my reason at the time.) They nre now unwil-
ling to move further. 
No.2. 
S UPERIN'l'ENDENCY OF INDIAN AFF AIRS 
FOR 'l'HE 'l'J<:RRTTORY OF ''VISKONSIN, 
Mineral Point, Septembe1· 28, 1S4.0. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 
9th instant, informing that funds had been remitted Major Pilcher and Mr. 
Schoolcraft, for the treaty stipulations and current expenses of this ::mper-
intendency for the third and fourth quarters of 1840, accompanied by tabu-
lar statements containing the necessary information as to the disbursements. 
You will receive, herewith enclosed, a letter nddressed by Mr. Lowry, 
Indian sub-agent, on the subject of the removal of the Winnebago school. 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY DODGE, 
Superintendent Indian Affairs. 
T . H .! RTLEY CRAWFORD, Gsq., 
Commissiu1m· of Indian Affairs. 
PRAIRIE nu CHIEN SuB AGENCY: 
September 24., 1840. 
Sm : On receiving instructions to sell the school and agency buildings 
for what they would bring, I made known to the teachers that a vacation 
would take place on the 1st of next month, preparatory to removal. The 
Indians immediately pregented their remonstrance. A uote was received 
from my son, yesterday, on this subject, from which I make the following 
extract: 
"Dear father: The Indians have become alarmed at hearing their school 
was to be stopped, and have come to me to know the reason. I have re-
ferred them to you. They are opposed to going out alone, and will require 
some manag-ement. Big \Vave has been here--doing, I think, something to-
w.ards disaffecting these Indians; and is now gone to Whirling Thunder's 
Vlllage, I fear, on the same business." 
Gull accompanied the party of Indians that handed my son's letter, and 
delivered the followinu talk : 
"Father: You alw~ys tell us the truth, and whatever you undertake yon 
~o through with. I have told you before that l had but one mouth. What 
1 am going to tell you now, is the mind of all the chiefs. They have all 
determined they cannot give up the ground they now occupy. They will 
not leave the Mississippi; and, if you take onr money out to Turkey river, 
onr people will be very poor. Every chief that comes in will tell you that 
he cannot leave the land he is on now." 
To this talk a similar reply was made to what I stated to Win-o.shick and 
Caranw nee. 
These Indians, until recently, showed no disposition to remain on the 
252 Doc. No. 2. 
Mississippi; and I have no doubt (as my son states) others are endeavoring· 
to render them untractable. 
1 believe the Indians generally expect now to move no further out, and 
the next object is to have their annuities delivered on the Mississippi. After· 
gaining this point, it would be an easy matter to disperse on the east side 
of the river, and return to the country from whence they came. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
His Excellency HENRY DoDGE, 
D. LOWRY, 
United States lnrlian sub-agent. 
Governor and Superintendent indian Affairs. 
wAR DEPARTMENT, 
Office Indian A.flairs, October 19, 1840. 
Sm: Communications of the 28th and 29th ultimo have been receivect 
from Governor Dodge, enclosing letters from you of the 16th and 24th ult-
imo to him, accompanied by a talk of the Winnebngoes on the subject of 
their removal from the west side of the Mississippi, to Turkey river, in the 
Neutral Ground. 
These several papers have been submitted to the .Secretary of War, by 
whom I am instructed to say that the department has heard with sorrow· 
that sickness and suffering have prevailed among the Winnebagoes; that 
we are disposed to act with the greatest kindness to them ; and, if they will 
go to Turkey river this fall, we will remove their property and sick in wag-
ons, and at our own expense: that we shall be greatly gratified if they will 
remove at once; but that we will not coerce them before spring, when they 
must go. 
You will, I am desired further to say, proceed quietly and steadily, ac-
cording to your previous in&tructions, in the removal of the agency, school: 
and smiths, to Turkey river, at the place designated on the Neutral Ground 
for these establishments respectively; and will carry the annuities to the · 
new agency west, and inform the Winnebagoes that they will be paid there,_ 
and not elsewhere. 
It is a matter of deep regret that these Indians will not comply with their 
engagements, and I think it unfortunate they were not carried to Turkey 
river last spring or summer. It will soon be two years since these poor 
people, by the treaty of November, 1837, should have been twenty miles 
west of the Mississippi ; and every day's delay has wasted their means, and 
more demoralized them. During all this time, they have been living at 
sufferance upon lands that did not belong to them, and at this very moment 
they are trespassers. 
I apprehend thnt they will suffer during the approaching winter, in any 
event; which I deplore exceedingly. If they would only aid us in our 
efforts to serve them, I think much might be done to meliorate their condi-
tion ; but they will listen to bad advice, and, influenced by it, always weaken 
our efiorts for their good, and frequently prevent beneficial results. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rev. D. Lowav, 
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD, 
Commissioner. 
Sub-agent for the Winnebagoes. 
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,Statement showing the number of ludians of the respective tribes east of 
the Mississippi river, at the date of the last ammal report of the Corn.-
missione1· of Indian A.flairs, to be removed in pursuance of treaty stipu· 
lations; the number of each tribe removed since last 1·eport; the number 
1·emaining east, to be removed; the number of Indians now under sub-
sistence west, and tlte daily expense thereof. 
Number for Numberre- Number Number Daily ex-
Names of tribes. removal at moved since now to be now under pense of 
the date of la~t report. removea. subsistence subsistence. 
last report. west. 
- -
(a) Chippewas, Ottowas, 
and Pottawntomies • 5,648 936 4,712 936 (b) 
(a) Potta watomies ofln-
150 150 diana - - . - i 
·Choctaws - - - 3,323 - 3,323 
Creeks - - - 744 - 744 
Florida Indians - . 630 55 575 55 $6 87! 
Cherokees . . - 1,000 - 1,000 
Swan Creek and Black 
River Chippewas . 88 - 88 
Ottowas of Maumee . 92 - 92 
Ottowas and Chippewas 6,500 - 6,500 
Winnebag-oes - . 4,500 4,500 
New Y orl~ Indians . 4,176 - 4)76 
Chickasaws· . . 400 - 400 
Stockbridges and Mun-
sees, aud Delawares I 
and Munsees - - 194 ISO 14 ISO I 2t 60 
-------- ------~--
27,445 5,671 21,774 1,171 I $28 47! 
-- -
(a) There has been considerable uncertainty in the estimate formeu, from 
1ime to time, of the number of these Indians, and it runs through many 
years. It appears, from the pay-rolls, that, in 1834, there were paid at 
Chicago, of the united baud of Chippewas, Ottowas, and Pottawatomies
1 
6,734; and of the Pottawatomies of Indiana, 1,346-makiug an aggregate 
of 8,080; and the muster-rolls show that there were, at the same time, west, 
441. These papers were the foundation, doubtless, of n. report and estimate 
of 1835, and. chart of 1836, placing the united band at 8,000; which has 
been since adopted, except in the year 1837, and that erred as much in the 
opposite direction. The treaty of Chicago was signed by several chiefs, 
who afterwards became parties to separate treaties for their landed interests 
in Illinois amllncliana, by which muny ot them agreed to remove west of 
the Mississippi, aud others southwest of Missomi. It is probable they have 
lJeen confouudeu, and a portion of the Iutter enumerated as of tbs united 
band, being p[lrties to the same treaty; that many of them are lost in kin-
dred tribes with which they have mingled; and that the aggragate bas been 
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much diminished by death ; as we know a large body did remove, and 
others, not reported, may have removed to Canada. All these causes com-
bined, taking into the reckoning whatever number may yet be known to be 
east, of which we have no accurate knowledge, will furnish the best account 
that can be !!iven of these Indians. 'rhe statement below exhibits in detail 
the information possessed. 
On the 24th Octoher, 1834, the Oltowas, Chippewas, and Pottawato-
mies numbered-
On the 8th November, 1834, the Pottawatomies of Indiana num-
bered - • 
6,734 
1,346 
Total number of these bands, east, i_n 1834 8,080 
Muster-rolls in this office show there were, at the same time, west 441 
Total number, east and west of the Mississippi, in 1834 - 8,521 
Captain Russell removed, in the fall of 1835, a large party 
of the Chicago Indians, and in 1836 Mr. Kercheval 
removed another party. The records do not show the 
number of either; but it would seem, from a letter of Dr. 
James, sub-agent, &c., that both together did not exceed 1,455 
Prior to November, 1837, of the same band, had removed 
themselves 842 
On the 26th November, 1837, Colonel Sands delivered 287 
And in the fall of 1838 Mr. Berry delivered 150 
Whole number of Ottowns, Chippewas, and Pottawatomies 
removed pnor to 1840, (all in the Council Bluffs sub-
agency)- - 2,734 
'l'he 441 above named appear to have gone ulti-
mately to the Osage river sub-agency; in July, 
1837, their number had increased to 658 
In November, 1837, Colonel Sands delivered in the 
same district 160 
And on the 26th September, 1837, Mr. Proffit 53 
In October, 18:38, Mr. Polke's party numbered 756 
Making the whole number emigrated prior to 1840, 
iu the Osage river sub-agency -
So the whole number west1 prior to 1840, was 
Leaving a balance to be accounteLl for, of -
Of these, there !Juve been removed in 1840 
On the 1st July, 18:37, Mr. Kercheval reports that there had 
gone to Canada abont -
And Mr. Schoolcraft, in 1838, reports 
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Brought forward 2,087 
Mr. Schoolcraft reported, in September, 1840, Ottowas and Potta· 
watomies south of Grand river, in Michigan, to the number of - 950 
Leaving 1,137 
(b) No returns to show, as yet, the rate of subsistence. 
No.4. 
HE.~DQ.UARTERS, 2n DEPT., vV. DIVISION, 
Fort Gibson, June 30, 1840. 
Sm : It will be seen by the recent union of the Eastern and vV estem 
Cherokees, that each individual of that nation is equally to sHare the sur-
plus money that may remain after the payments have been completed to 
individuals as 'proviclPd for by treaty stipulations. I have, therefore, on the· 
npplication of the Cherokees, agreed to furnish the Cherokees that nre 
returning from Texas in a distressed condition, with rations for four or five 
months. It is believed that four hundred of these Indians, or more, have 
joined their nation of late; aud I have made an arrangement with Judge 
Martin to have issued to them, on the 15th instant, all the rations they will 
require, by turning over to them beef on the foot, with the requisite quan-
tity of salt. and corn. 
It is probable that one thonsnnd more Cherokees will join their nation 
from Texas, within the next three or four months; I therefore desire to be 
informed of the pleasure of Government, in relation to their being furnished 
with provision. · 
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
Br·evet Brig. General U. 8. ll. 
T. HARTLEY CRAW'FORD, Esq., 
Commissioner of indian Ajfuirs, ·washington. 
WAR Dr:PARTMENT, 
Ujjice of lndi,an Affairs, August 21, 1840. 
StR: Your letter of 30th June was received, on the subject of furnishing 
Cherokees "that are returning from Texas in a distressed condi.tion, with 
rations for fom or five months. It is believed that four hundred of these 
Indians, or more, have joined the nation of late ; and I have made an ar-
rang-ement with Judge Martin to h :we issued to them on the 15th instant, 
all the rations they w-ill require, by turning over to them beef on the foot, 
with the reqnisitc quantity of salt and corn. lt is probable that one thou. 
sand morr. Cherokees will join their nation from Texas, w itbiu the next 
thrcu or four months; 1 therefore desire to be informed of the pleasure of 
Govcrument in relation to their heing furnished with provision." 
This communication has bee11 laid before the Secretary of vV ar, by whom 
I nm instmcted to say that this is a class of Cherokees for whom it is not 
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thought discrP.et to provide as you propose. 'I'he Cherokee fund has been 
subject to so many charges, and large unsettled demands being made upon 
it at this moment, that the utmost caution will be necessary in all future ex-
penditures out of this fund. The divisions and difficulties among the 
Cherokees will probably induce dissatisfaction with any indulgence extend-
1ld to one side or the other. It is trne you propose to make, for the future, 
(and, so far as you have gone, have made) the arrangement on the ground 
that each individual will be entitled to a share of the surplus, out of which, 
as I understand your letter, these supplies shall be paid by each for himself. 
But it is altogether uncertain what that snrplus, or the proportion of each 
Cherokee themout, will be; and there is hazard that rations may be furnish-
ed beyond the means of payment. You will, therefore, please not to fur-
nish rations to any Cherokee Indians who may arrive from Texas here-
after, and will stop such as you may have commenced to issue for those 
who have already arrived, and explain to them fully the reason for this 
~tep. • 
Very respectfully, &c. 
T. HARTLEY ORA WFORD. 
'Brig. Gen. M. ARBUCKLE, 
Fort Gibson. 
No.5. 
H£ADQUARTERS, 7TH MILITARY DEPARTMENT, 
South Bend, Indiana, June 10, 184.0. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit the enclosed communication from Mr . 
.Alexis Coqnillard,of this place, to me.; which he has requested me to forward 
to you, should I think it worthy of your consideration. 
The Indians have expressed a desire that that portion of their tribe now 
residing at Council Bluffs should be removed to the Osage agency; and, 
from my knowledge of Mr. Coquillard's character, and his long acquaintance 
and influence with these Indians, I have the utmost confidence in his abili-
ty to effect their removal, in a manner sati&factory to them and to your de-
partment. 
I have been informed by persons who were present at the time the treaty 
was made at Chicngo, in l 833, with these Indians, that it wus through his 
influence alone that this treaty was effected. 
Captain Doug-las, the bearer of these communications, seems to be well 
qualified to act as one of the commissioners ; he appears to be acquainted 
with the character of the Indians, and his knowledge and opinions have 
been of service to me in effecting this emigration. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNS£TT, 
k\'ecretary of War. 
H. BRADY, 
Brigadier General U. 8. A. 
SouTn BEKD, Jane 12, 1840. 
SIR: I have recently been at Council Blnfi's, in Missouri; saw the Indians, 
and think they mn.y be prevailed upon to make a treaty with the United. 
• 
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·States, to cede the lands they are now on, and join their brethren on the 
Osage river. · 
'fhe reasons for making these suggestions are these: I beiieve it will be 
the means of uniting those people again in the bands of harmony, to have 
them all together ; and it will be carrying out the views of the Secretar}r of 
War, of bringing those people together in a country beyond the limits of the 
States, where the laws of the United States will not conflict with State 
.authoritv. 
The fndians have given me an assurance that they will cede the lands 
they now live on and remove. 
I propose to make a treaty with those people, if it should meet the views 
of the Secretary to appoint suitable commissioners-such men as they know 
and have confidence in, and such men as I might suggest. I will effect a 
treaty, if the Secretary will authorize the making of such a treaty; in case 
of a failure, I will pay all the expenses that may accrue in making the 
attempt. 
I will claim the right of saying that I think I effected the treaty of Chica-
go, of 183::S, with the Indians known at the department as the emigrants 
now located at Council Bluffs. 
Now, sir, if you think these suggestions will meet the views of the Secre-
tary, I will thank you to submit them, with your views on the subject. 
You have seen the Indians, and you know their wishes on this subject. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. COQUILLARD. 
Brigadier General H. BRADY. 
P. S. I would respectfully submit the names of the following gentlemen 
as suitable persons as commissioners: Captain J. T. Douglas, Wm. B. 
Mitchill, E. V. Cicott; Rev. J. McCoy, Major A. L. Davis. 
A. C • 
. \VAR DEPARTMENT, July 7, 1840. 
Sm: I have received your communication of the lOth ultimo, with one 
from Mr. Coquillard to you, enclosed, recommending that efforts be a()'ain 
made to induce those of the united nation of Ottowas, Cihppewas,
0
and 
Pottuwatomies, who have settled north of the Missouri river, to remove, 
and rejoin their brethren on the Osage river. 
The accomplishment of this measure is anxiously desired by the de-
partment, to prevent those disturbances which must be expected from col-
lisi~n With OU~ citizens, nO\V rapidly filling Up that part of the COUntry 
whtch the Indmns at present occupy. You are, therefore, authorized to 
accept Mr. Coquillard's proposition, and to employ him to negotiate with 
them for this purpose. You will associate with him Rev. Isaac McCoy, 
one of the gentlemen mentioned in his letter, whose residence is at West-
port, Jackson county, Missouri. The compensation of the latter will be 
settl_ed by the department. Mr. Coquillard shall receive, if the object is 
attamed, the allowance usually made for :;imilar services ; if the desired 
arrangement is not effected, he is understood not to expect compensation 
of any kind. 
'I' he following are the outlines of the arrangement which it will be their 
·endeavor to conclude: 
. 17 
.. 
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A tract of country on the Osage, of equal, if not superior, quality to 
that which they will leave, and of sufficient dimensions for their accom. 
modation, will be set off for the united nation, and entirely separate from 
.the possessions of other tribes, if they wish. Or, if agreeable to them and 
'lhe Pottawatomies of Indiana, a union of interests can be formed by taking 
land in common with them: and by constituting the means of each one 
j\.md for the common benefit ; in this event, an additional and proportion-
·ate quantity of land can be added to the tract assigned to the latter. As, 
jn either case, the land given would be as valuable as that ceded, no fur. 
1:her consideration, beyond the expenses of removal, ought to be expected. 
:But, if thought necessary, an amount not exceeding $100,000 may be 
yromised to them, to be paid in some mode that will be productive of last-
ing benefits; and the United States will remove them, and subsist them 
for one year after their nrrival and settlement on the land assigned them. 
-:!'hey should also be made to understand that, upon the reunion of the 
-whole nation on the Osage, they shall at once receive the benefits provided 
y the treaty of Chicago. 
Very, &c., 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Brig. Gen. Huaa BRADY, 
8outh Bend, Indiana. 
HEADQUARTERS, 7TH MILITARY DEPARTMENT. 
Detroit, August 27, 1R40. 
SrR : On the 9th of this month I had the honor of receiving, from Capt. 
Douglas your letter of the 7th of July; and, agreeably to your instructions, 
I have appointed the two gentlemen uamed by you commissioners to make 
a treaty with the Indians on the terms proposed in your letter. A copy_ of 
their appointments is herewith enclosed. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
H. BRADY. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
/Secretary of l'Vw·. 
Brigadier General u: S. Army. 
HEADQUARTERS, 7'l'H MILITARY DEPAR'l'lllENT, 
/South Bend, Indiana, August 10, 1840. 
Sm: Instructions have been received from the War Department, em-
powering me to appoint you, in connexion with Mr. Coquillard, of South 
£end, Indiana, agents of the Government to effect a treaty with the united 
nation of Pottawatomies, Ottowas, and Chippewas, who have settled 
north of the Missouri river, having for its object their removal to the 
Osage river; of which instructions the following are extracts : 
"A tract of country on the Osage, of equal, if not superior, quality to 
that which they will leave, and of sufficient dimensions for their accom-
modation, will be set off for the united nation, and entirely separate from 
the possessions of other tribes, if they wish. Or, if agreeable to them and 
the Pottawatomies of Indiana, a union of interests can be formed by taking 
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land in common with them, and by constituting the means of each one 
fund for the common benefit; in this event, an additional and proportiqn-
ate quantity of land can be added to the tract assigned to the latter. As, 
in either case, the land given would be as valuable as that ceded, no fur-
ther consideration, beyond the expenses of removal, ought to be expected. 
But, if thought necessary, an amount not exceeding $l00,000 may be pro· 
mised to them, to be paid iri some mode that will be productive of lasting 
benefits ; and the United States will remove them, and subsist them for 
one year after their arrival and settlement on the land assigned them. 
They should also be made to understand that, upon the reunion of the 
whole nation on the Osage, they shall at once receive the benefits provided 
by the treaty of Chicago." 
As it is the object of the Government that all the Indians shall be re-
moved from that section of the country, you will be particular in your 
treaty not to' grant any reservations of lund to individnal Indians. 
Mr. Coquillard, who leaves here in a few days in charge of an emigrat-
ing party, will visit you. You will then make your arrangements for car-
rying into effect the above instructions as soon as possible. 
A secretary, to be appointed by you, will be employed ; who will keep a 
correct record of your proceedings. Your individual compensation will 
be settled by the War Department. 
Should you need any further instructions, you will please address me at 
Detroit, Michigan. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, you.r most obediettt servant, 
H. BRADY, 
Brigadier General U. S. Army. 
Rev. IsAAC McCoY, 
lVestport, Jackson county, Missouri. 
[Same to A. Coquillard, with the necessary alterations.] 
No.6. 
I 
HEADQ.UARTims, 2n DEPT., Vv. DIVISION, 
Fort Gibson, Mm·ch 10, 1840. 
SIR: I had the honor, on the 3d instant, to receive your communication 
of the 30th of January last, together with a copy of a lstter addressed to you 
by 1\'lessrs. William Rogers, John A. Bell, and Stund Watie. In answer 
thereto, I can assure you that, should the delegates now in·vvashington from 
the two contending parties fail in agreeing upon some measure that will 
restore order to the Cherokee nation, I will with pleasure aid and advise 
with Capt. Armstrong in suggesting such measures as may be thought best 
for the future welfare oJ the Cherokee nation ; or, should Capt. Armstrong 
think it advisable, we will not wait to know the result of their proceedings 
in Washington, but will immediately furnish you with our views on this 
important subject. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. J . .R. PoiNSE'l'T, 
/Secretary of War. 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. A, 
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CHOCTAW AGENCY \VEsT, March 24, 184.0. 
SIR: I have the honor to ccknowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion of the 30th of January, directed to me at Fort Gibson, enclosing copy 
of a letter from Messrs. William Rogers, John A. Bell, and Stand Vvatie, 
Cherokees, now in ·washington. As the leading men of the different par-
ties of Cherokees are now in Washington, it would not be practicable to do 
any thing during their absence, so as to effect the object proposed by Messrs. 
Rogers, Bell, and Stand Watie. Any arrangement agreed upon by the 
three delegations now at Washington would doubtless meet the sanction of 
the people. Should any arrangement be proposed for the adjustment of the 
Cherokee difficulties, requiring action here, T would be happy to execute 
any instructions you might be pleased to give. , 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Hon. J. R. PorNSETT, 
~'eaetary of ·war. 
WM. ARMSTRONG, 
Acting Supt. Western Territory. 
"\Y AR DEPARTMENT, 
Office Indian Affairs, April 30, 184.0. 
.. S!R: A Jetter, addressed to the Secretary of \Vur by Capt. William Arm-
strong, under date of 24th ultimo, has been received, and, by direction of 
the Secretary, I no\~ write to you. Captain Armstrong acknowledges the 
receipt of a communication of the 30th .January, "enclosing a copy of a 
letter from Messrs. ·william Rogers, John A. Bell, and Stand Watie, Chero-
kees, now in Washington. As the leading men of the different parties of 
Cherokees are now in Washington, it would not be praclicabJe to do any 
thing during their abser.ce, so as to effect the object proposed by Messrs . 
..Rogers, Bell, and Stand W atie. Any arrangement agreed upon by the 
three delegations now at ·washington would doubtless meet the sanction of 
the people." 
The letter of Messrs. Rogers, Bell, and Stand W a tie, referred to, bears 
date 22d January, and proposes a division of the Cherokee country and 
annuities between the old settlers and treaty party, together witb all such 
as may choose to join them of the one part, and John Ross and his party 
of the other part. Of this letter you doul:Jtless received a copy from the 
War Department, as the order was to send a copy of it to yourself and Capt. 
Armstrong, and to "instruct them to devise a plan by which this can be 
done with the consent of the parties." 
I am now instructed by the Secretary of War to "explain to General 
Arbuckle that the determination of the department to hold no communica-
tion with John Ross was an insuperable obstacle to making an arrangement 
here, as he would not suffer his delegation to act, as such, without him." 
The plan proposed would be most advantageous for all parties, if it could 
be executed; and as nothing can be done here at present, it would be 
highly gratifying to learn from you that there was a prospect of restoring 
quiet to the Cherol\ee community by this mean, which wonld be equally 
just to all. · 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
•r. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 
Brig. Gen. M. ARBUCKLE, 
Fort Gibson. 
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No.7. 
E:rtractfrom a letter of Brevet Brigadier General M. Arbuckle, of April 
13th, 1~40, to the Secretary of Wm·. 
"I had the honor, on the 8th instant, to receive your instructions under 
date of 7th ultimo, together with a copy of your letter to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs of the 6th. 
"I lost no time, after the receipt of your instructions, in requesting the 
principal chief of the old settlers, and the assistant principal chief of the 
1ate emigrants, to attend at this post on the 20th instant, with fifteen or 
t .venty of their principal men: each being informed that the opposite party 
had received a similar invitation. and that the call for their attendance here 
was made in consequence of instructions from the Government, of much 
interest to their nation ; and I have the satisfaction to inform yon that these 
chiefs have assured me that they will comply with my request, and that I 
am not without a hope of satisfactonl y settling the difficulties in the Chero-
kee nation at an early period." 
HEADQ.UART!ms, 2n DEPART:\IE::-.T, WESTEI1.N DrvrsioN, 
Fort Gibson, April 29, 1840. 
Sm: I have the honor, herewith, to transmit documents from 1 to 5, in 
relation to affairs in the Cherokee nation. The constitution for the Cher-
o:,ee nation, agreed to by the late emigrants and a few of' the old settlerE', 
and their laws, I have had an opportunity to examine, and to notice that 
they require some alterations; yet they do not tolerate murder or outlawry 
for any such complaint as that for which the Rid.Q"es and Boudinot were 
destroyed, or any other, if my recollection does not deceive me. 
In consequence of my belief that it was not the intention of the Govern-
ment to permanently exclude John Ross and William S. f;oodey from office 
in their nation, I so expressed myself to the principal men of the Cherokee 
nation, who were assembled at this post on the 21st instant ; and this I re-
garded material, to insure a union of the Cherokee people, and a return of 
quiet to the nation, which, I have reason to believe, will take place during 
the next month; yet, as the executive departrnent of the proposed Cherokee 
Government (as agreed on by both parties) will be composed of a principal 
chief and an r.ssistant principal chief-the former from the late emigrants, 
and the latter from the old settlers-! have reason to believe that the office 
of principal chief will be vacated in favor of John Ros~, at an early period 
after a union of the parties; and, although I do not think it expedient, at 
present, to converse with the Cherokees ot) this subject, I shall take a. suit-
able occasion, when they are about closing the formation of their new gov-
ernment, to inform them that no change of chiefs will be allowed, after their 
election, until their first term of service shall expire, unless it be made by 
and with the consent of the whole Cherokee nation, and not by a majority . 
. The reply of the 'late emigrants to my address, I regarded highly excep-
tJOHable, and was, no doubt, prepared in accordance with instructions from 
.:\~r: ~oss, which were brought by Mr. Looney Price, who arrived in this 
7ICimty, from Washington, a short time since. 
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I said but little in reply to the answer given by the late emigrants to my 
address, except to assure them that they were already informed of the man-
ner in which this matter was to be settled. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully: your obedient servant, 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. Army. 
To the Hon. J. R. PoiNSE'l'T, 
Secretary of War, TVa~hington City. 
Address of Geneml JYJ. Arbuckle, United States army, to deputations 
from the old settlers and late emigraut Cherokees assembled at Port 
Gibson on the 2l.st April, 1840. 
GENTLEl\IEN: It affords me much pleasure to have this opportunity of 
meeting with a number of the principal men of the Cherokee nati0n, who 
represent both the old and late settlers of yonr country. I have requested 
your attendance at this post, in compliance with instructions from the War 
Department, which have in view the final settlement of the loug and 
unfortunate contest for authority in your nation. The Government of the 
United States, as you are apprized, had some time since determined that 
this contest ought to be settled by the known will of a majority of the 
Cherokee people ; and would still desire to adhere to that decision, had it 
not been perceived that, by such an arrangement, the old government, or 
settlers, would not, in a government so formed, he represented by a single 
individual of their own choice ; nnd have therefore decided that the old 
settlers shall enjoy in the new government one- third of the offices, to be 
held by individuals of their own choice. 
It has been perceived by the Government of the United States that it is 
not probable that yon will, or can, yourselves settle the difiiculties existing-
in your nation with secnrity to your people. It has, therefore, in accord-
ance with treaty stipulations, felt bound to interpose, and to exert its best 
eflorts and offices to have settled in a j11st and friendly manner the existing 
troubles in your nation, and in snch manner as will secure to every Cher-
okee his personal and political rights, and the free enjoyment of life, liberty, 
and property; and, at the same time, not impair the obligations of your 
nation to the United States. 
To insure these benefits to the Cherokee people, and to relieve them from 
strife, the Secretary of \Var has regarded it necessary that Messrs. John 
Ross and William S. Coodey shall not hold office in your nation-the 
former, in consequence of his public acts in this country; the latter, in con-
sequence of opinions expressed in the presence of the honorable Secretary 
of War. As relates to these individuals, I judge it proper (from the con-
nexion I have had with affairs in the Cherokee nation) to state, that my 
opinion of the acts of Mr. Ross will be understood by my correspondence 
with him dnring last summer and fall, (copies of which have been for-
warded to Washington city.) With respect to Mr. Coodey, whose conduct 
I regarded as exceptionable on several occasions, I have no recollection of 
having ever mentioned his 11ame in any communications except one to Mr. 
Ross. 
I trust you will not for a moment believe that the 'Yar Department had 
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any mO!ive in excluding the individuals named from office, except from 
the conviction of such exclusion being absolutely necessary to insure the 
return of peace and quiet to the Cherokee people ; as, when this desirable 
?bj~ct is accomplished, the decision in relation to them will be [no J longer 
ms1sted on. 
Cherokees: If I can in any way be instrumental in restoring peace to 
your nation, it will afford me great pleasure. The two governments now 
existing in your nation have the effect, as yon are apprized, of paralyzing 
each other to such an extent as to leave but little, if any, security to your 
citizens ; and I am informed that the members of each of these govern-
ments are pledged for their support. Such a state of things, you must 
perceive, cannot continue without the greatest injury to your nation ; and 
cannot be remedied except by each party casting off all unkind feelings to 
th? other, and by mutual concessions. Nothing in relation to this dispute 
wlll be transacted by yonr delegations at Washington ; therefore there is no 
motive for delay here, and 1 hope no Cherokee present will desire it, but will 
nt once see and feel the obligations he is under to his people to act imme-
diately, to the end that all difficulties in the Cherokee nation may terminate 
in a few weeks; the people be enabled to receive the money due to them 
from the United States; and strife and disorders ended, by a just executioa. 
?f your laws. All these blessings will be enjoyed by the Cherokee people,. 
;t yon are disposed to act with justice and good feeling towards each. 
other; and l assure you that I am prepared to re!1der you every assist-
<lt1Ce and accommodation in my power to effect this desirable result at 
the earliest period possible. Between yonr two governments, you have~ !1() 
doubt, on record all the laws at present required . I have seen the con-
stitution and laws of the late emigrants, which I have no doubt the old 
settlers will generally approve. I am less informed of the government of 
the old settlers, yet I doubt not that they have many wholesome laws which 
they will desire to have retained ; and, if suitable committees from each 
party are appointed, it is believed that they would in a very little time. 
with the assistance of a few clerks, prepare a constitution that would be 
acceptable to the Cherokee people, and make such a selection of the laws 
nt each government as are required at present in your nation, and which 
would be coufirmed by the proper authority. 
The troubles in your nation have caused considerable expense to each 
party: all just claims of this character ought to be provided for hy your 
union, and paid. I have notified Mr. Joseph Vanu, assistant principal 
chief of the late emigrants, that I am authorized to have rations issued to 
~uch of the emigrants as require them, for a period no t exceeding five 
months. It is, however, to be expressly understood that the cost of those 
supplies will be charged to the nation, and be deducted from the payments 
to be made of the surplus due them 7m· capita from all such as partake of 
tl ese supplies, to the amount furnished to each individual. 
'l'hat there may be no misunderstanding of my remarks to you on the 
present occasion, the principc1l chief of each party is now furnished with a 
copy of them. 
F oRT GI BSON, April 24, 1840. 
Resolved by the Nationfll Council, now in session, That Thomas L. 
Rogers and Richard Ratliff be, and are, appointed a select committee, to in-
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form General Arbuckle that the committee agreed to the propositions in his 
address of the 21st instant; and that the committee is now prepared to 
appoint a committee on the part of the old settlers, to carry out the same. 
JoHN L. McCov, 
Clerk National Council. 
Approved: 
ANDREW M. VANN, 
President National Council. 
JOHN ROGERS, P. C. 
JOHN SMITH, 2d C. 
FoRT GmsoN, April 25J 1840. 
We, the select committee that was appointed to make a settlement with 
the late emigrants, concerning our national affairs: have been unable to 
come to any satisfactory ~greement; therefore, we see no reason why we· 
should remain here any longer. 
Concurred National Council : 
JoHN L. McCov, Clerk. 
Approved: 




JOHN A. BELL. 
JOHN DU~CAN, P.N.~ 
JOH~ ROGERS. P. C. 
.IOH~ Si\II'l'H, 2d C. 
APRIL 22, 1840. 
SIR: Your address of yesterday, the 21st instant, to the Cherokees col-
lected at Fort Gibson, has been laid eefore the undersigned, for their con· 
sideration, by the assistant chief of the Cherokee nation. 
'rhe topics embraced in yom address are of the greatest magnitude, and 
require from us, as citizens of the Cherokee ntttion, the deepest reflectio 1, 
both as it relates to ourselves individually, and the future prospenty of om· 
ill-fated country. Our people and nation are placed in a position at once 
critical and unprecedented in her affairs of self-government, and also the 
relation in \Vhich she is now placed in her relation to the United States. 
The Cherokee people had lqoped that the great obstacles to the settlement 
of the national difficulties had been removed by the vote of the UberokeefJ 
in January last, and that it had been so considered by the officers and agents 
of the Government; but, from your address, we find to our great regret that 
we have been mistaken, and that the department has decided upon a ne\V 
and unexpected experiment, by determining that the old settlers of this 
country shall hold one-third of the offices, to be held by individuals of their 
own choice. How this is to be effected and carried into operation, with any 
l1appy results, we are totally at a loss to say-whether by appointment in 
perpetuity to the old settlers, thereby destroying and setting aside the grand 
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principle of elective franchise. vVe can see no other tendency; the principle 
mllst bear out such a result; and, however desirous the friends of peace and 
good order may be to bring about a happy settlement of our affairs, the 
policy•as laid down before the Cherokees for their action will have the 
most unfortunate tendency to produce such a wish. The situation of the 
Cherokee people in their western horne is truly an unhappy one, and, un-
der the extraordinary circumstances of their difficulties at this time, they 
require the frieudly aid of their friends ; and, however we may deprecate 
the restraints put upon our free and inherent rights and privileges, we still 
wish to have all the assistance that may be derived from any illformation 
within your control ; and, so far as we can, in common with our people, our 
utmost endeavors will be exerted to meet the friendly interposition of the 
Government in exerting its best efforts and offices to settle in the best man-
ner our existing troubles in such manner as will secure to every Cherokee 
his personal and political rights, and the fi-ee enjoyment of life, liberty, and 
property. 
The security of these blessings to the Cherokees, to which they have so 
long been strangers, it is to be hoped will, ere long, be fully realized; and 
nothing, we assure you, so far as we are capable, shall be wanted to termi-
~late the unsettled condition of the Cherokee nation. But, to assure these 
benefits to the Cherokee people, and to relieve them from strife, the Secre-
tary of War has regarded it necessary that Messrs. John Ross and William 
S. Coodey shall not hold offices in the nation-the former, in consequence of 
:1is public acts in this country ; the latter, in consequence of opinions ex-
pressed in the presence of the Hon. Secretary of War. It is much to be 
Jegretted that the department has come to such a determination in regard 
t:> those gentlemen, or that such a course was thought to be so essential to the 
security of our peace and happiness ; for, in our humble opinions, it will 
destroy the very rights which it wishes to secure to our people-that of per-
sonal and political rights. I t is a right that we cannot (as true citizens of 
a free country) sanction when in the infancy of our knowledge of what 
constitutes the free enjoyment of life, liberty, and property; nor can we 
y1eld our conviction that it is for our benefit or good to have our birthright 
privileges thus annihilated, that we may hereafter enjoy them in firmer 
security. But the most unhappy results may be anticipated from the pre-
cedent. We never could feel that security hereafter from such a policy as is 
•vished to be exercised over the Cherol•ees; and it appears obvious to us 
f1at nothing could have been presented for the consideration of the Chero-
ee Indians that could be more unfortunate in its tendency to bring to our 
re\ief the happiest results. We cannot believe for one moment that the 
Uovernment feel it so imperntive a duty as to strike such a fatal blow at 
our hopes in the exercise of an elective government; nor can we convince 
o~uselves that the department will insist upon a principle so destructive to 
the principles oi a republican government, the grand work and boast of 
11er own instit11tion; and we moreover feel assuredly convinced that the 
Cherokees will never yield their consent to legislate upon such a basis, nor 
CGll they ever feel the hope; confirmed to them of future security, when pros-
pectively based upon such premises. But, notwithstanding all the objec-
tionable features of our situation and wishes by all parties, including the 
Umted States, that mutual concession shall be made, we hope the strong 
arm of power will be withdrawn, for the sake of the free exercise of our 
rights, both personal and political. We are not aware of the criminality of 
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the public acts of John Ross to his people, or of his faithless conduct to the 
Government of the United States. The Cuerokees have the utmost fait! 
in his transactions, so far as they are made publ:ic, and we are unapprized 
of any thing to the reverse; and while we are ready, in connexion with t!te 
great body of the Cherokees, to yield every thing consistent with the duty 
we owe our country and ourselves for the restoration of full friendship 
throughout the different parties into which our nation is unhappily divideu, 
we do, with greatest deference to the determination of the \Var Department, 
remonstrate against the proscription of Messrs John Ross and William S. 
Coodey; it is an infringement of [our] dearest rights, and we cannot but view 
it as. unjust and oppressive in the extreme. Our Government, no matter how 
formed, would be subject to continual fluctuations, where citizens of our na-
tion are at any time liable to pro~;cription, and forever put under disability 
from holding office under their own Government, for acts and opinions not 
treasonable or reprehensible under any law or usages among Indians; mucL 
less so by a Government whose constitution secnres to every person, how-
[ ever] humble, the right of trial before condemnation. We would beg leave to 
direct your attention to the peculiar situatiou in which the Cherokees are 
placed. They have formed a constitution, and a large portion of the old se~­
tlers have joined in its formation, and bound themselves to conform to its 
provisions ; and if the government so formed and constituted. is now abro-
gated and dissolved by the Government of the United States, the necessary 
time mnst be taken to place the facts before the Cherokee people, that they 
ma~· act for themselves with prudence and wisdom upon such an important 
change in the afl:1irs of their government. We hope that nothing we have 
said in this communication will be construed into a disposition on our part 
to throw a difficulty in the way to a friendly settlement of the affairs of tLe 
nation, when it shall become an imperative duty for our action. 
Respectfully, your obedient servants, 
John Martin, 
W. S. Adair, 
Richard Fields, 
Daniel McCoy, 
G. W. Gunter, 
John Spears, 
Jessy Bnshyhead, 
'fho. F. Taylor, 
rrurtle Fields, his X mark, 
Pheasant, his x mark, 
John Benge, his x mark, 
Tobacco Will, his x mark, 
Hair Conrad, his x mark, 




Isaac Rushyhead , 
Charles Coodey, 
Approved: J. VANN, Assistant Priucipal Cki~f. 
AARON PRICE, 
R. '!'AYLOR, 
Executive Councillors Cherokee Nation. 
Gen. M. ARBUCKLE, United States Army. 
Doc. No. 2. 267 
APRIL 2:1, 1840. 
Sm: Agreeable to your call of the Cherokee people at Fort Gibson, on 
the 20th instant, in consequence of instructions you received from the Sec-
retary of War, which you laid before the Cherokee people for their con-
·sideration, and coming to no definite decision as to their present difficulties, 
it is agreed that I shall convene the council and principal men of the 
Cherokee nation so soon as lies in my power, and lay the matter before 
them, for their consideration and decision ; and you shall be notified of their 
decision. 
I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
~ • ARJ3UCKLF., 
J. VANN, 
Assistant Principal Chief. 
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. Army. 
Ko. 8. 
HEADQUARTERs, 2o DEPARTMENT, \VESTERN DrvisroN, 
Fort Gibson, May 11, 1840. 
Sm: I have received your letter of the lOth instant, in which you desire 
to be informed of my instructions in relation to the settlement of the troubles 
Ill the Cherokee na.tion ; which I herewith furnish you, in consequence of 
many of the old settlers having been informed of its contents at \Vashing-
ton, and not that they will furnish you with any material information: other 
than what was communicated to you in my address to both parties on the 
21st ultimo. 
I extremely regret that you have delayed the assemblage of the late emi-
grants to. the 25th instant, as this delay appears to me to be totally unneces-
.ary, and certainly cannot be productive of the least good to the Cherokee 
people, who, J have no doubt, it left to themselves, or free from bad counsel, 
will be well disposed te settle the existing troubles in your nation on the 
terms proposed by the Government. Yon will not understand, by this 
remark, that I intend to charge you with giving bad counsel to any one; 
yet, from your delay in calling the late emigrants together, I judge you have 
hecn prevailed on to procrastinate the union of the Cherokee people and 
the final settlement of their difficulties. The necessary ti.me for a full and 
verfect understanding of the sentiments of all ought to be enjoyed; and this 
Js regarded very material, that no misapprehension of facts, by either party, 
may hereafter disturb the quiet of the Cherokee people; yet unnecessary 
time should not be taken to effect this ohject. I shall expect to hear from 
yon very soon after your proposed meeting of the late emigrants on the 
25th instant, as you are apprized that something: must be done for the secLl-
rity of the Cherokee people at as early a period as possible. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
To JosEPH VANN, 
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. Army. 
Assistant Principal Chief of the late Emigrant Cherokees, 
Spring Creek, Cherokee Nation. 
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No.9. 
HEADQUARTERs, 2n DEPARTMENT, WESTERN DIVISION, 
Fort Gibson, May 24, 184.0. 
Sm : It has been reported to me, of late, that the council to assemble on 
the 25th instant will be attended by a majority of the late emigrants. This 
I had not ·expected, as yon informed me, when last at this post, that you did 
11ot intend to convene more than those that compose the government form-
ed by the late emigrants. I do not, however, perceive any disadvantage in 
so large a number of the Cherokees being called together, except that they 
are greatly required at home at this time, to enable them to make corn this 
season, and the unnecessary expense ofsnch an assemblage. I say unneces-
sary, from my firm conviction that the Cherokee people, without being 
called together, except by the principal men in the districts '''here they 
live, would have been readily convinced that the plan proposed to finally 
settle the difficulties in their nation is jnst ~o all, and the only one that can 
be resorted to at present with success, and that it ought to be acted on with 
the least delay possible. Yet, if I were to form an opinion of the motive of 
so large an assemblage of your people, from the condnct and remarks of some 
of the friends and relations of Mr. Ross, I would have reason to believe that 
the object was not to promote an early settlement of the troubles in the Che-
rokee nation. 
It would appear that a principal cause of objection to the plan proposed 
to establish a government for the Cherokee nation, is the removal of Mr. 
Ross and Wm. S. Coodey from oiiice. 'rhe Gherokees are apprized that the 
United States are bound, by treaty stipulations, to protect their nation from 
domestic strife, and therefore mnst judge of the manner best calculated to 
discharge that obligation. Yet, if no exception had been made to these indi-
viduals, would the situations of the Cherokee people have been improved? 
Have not the friends of Mr. Ross, for the last eleven months, resorted to 
every measure in their power to place him at the head of the Cherokee 
nation, without success, (and you are fully apprized that the prospect of ef-
fecting that object has not improved,) provided no objection had been made 
to him? These facts are unanswerable, and it is not necessary that I should 
say more to prove to the late emigrants that they will act in direct disregard 
of justice and propriety by not at once adopting the plan proposed to estab-
lish a government for their nation. What motive i~ there for delay? Will 
it not be seen that they cannot bring their favorite into office, at least for the 
first term 7 Are they not offered the principal chief and two. thirds of the 
offices? Have not the old settlers frequently notified them of their cesire 
to unite with them? and have they not accepted the terms proposed for a final 
settlement of the difficulties in the Cherokee nation? 
This will be handed to you by my aid de-camp, Lieutenant Simmons; and 
I request that you will have it read and fully understood by all that may 
attend yonr council, as the matter it contains is intended for their informa-
tion as well as your own. 
I expect to hear from you within a few days, that an early period may b~ 
appointed for the assemblage of the representatives of each party, duly ,m .. 
thorized to establish a government for the Cherokee nation, and do what. 
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ever else that may be needful, until a regular council of the nation is con-
vened. 
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
Hrevet B1·igadier General U. S. A. 
Mr. JosEPH VANN, 
Assistant Principal Chief of the late Emigrant Cherokees, 
near Illinois river. 
Ko. 10. 
HEADQUARTERs, 2D DEPARTMENT, \iV. DivisioN, 
Fort Gibson, June 9, 1840. 
Sm: I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of my communica-
tion to Mr. Vann, assistant principal chief of the late emigrant Cherokees, 
of the 2d instant, together with his reply of the 3d; by which it will be 
noticed that the committee on the part of the late emigrants is not appoint-
ed to transact the business for which it is required to assemble at this post. 
Notwithstanding this, the meeting of the rr.presentatives of each party, it is 
believed: will have a beneficial effect, and will at least furnish an opportu-
nity to judge of the measures necessary to be taken hereafter to give quiet 
and security to the Cherokee nation. 
I have the constitution agreed to by the late emigrants and those that 
have joined them, and have noticed nothing exceptionable in its provisions, 
except what is contained in the following words : "All acknowledged trea-
ties shall be the supreme law of the land." 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
B1·evet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 
Hon. J. R. PorNSETT, 
Secretary of War, Washington City. 
HEADQUARTERS, 2D DEPARTMENT, \V. DIVISION, 
Fort Gibson, June 2, 1840. 
SIR: It must be obvious to every Cherokee who has a wish for the wel-
fare of his nation, that it is necessary that a government should be estab-
lished for the Cherokee nation with as little delay as possible, which will 
be respected. I have, therefore, to request that twenty-five or thirty of the 
late emigrants, or their adherents, will assemble at this post on the lOth in-
stant, for the purpose of meeting a deputation from the old settlers and 
those that have joined them, for the purpose of establishing a government 
for the nation; and if the late emigrants are still unwilling to unite with 
the old settlers and their friends, it would appear that no alternative is left 
to settle the difficulties in the Cherokee nation, except by the parties being 
s~parated, and each enjoying their own government? and a suitabl~ por-
tiOn of the Cherokee lands and annuity. Should thts plan be adopted by 
t~e Cherokees, to prevent further contention for office~ it will meet the sane: 
t10n of the Government. · 
• 
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Be so good as to acknowledge the receipt of this by the return of th 
bearer. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
}Jr. JOSEPH V ANN, 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. U.S. A. 
Assistant Principal Chief of th.c late Emigrant Cherol~ees, 
in council near Illinois. 
TAH·LE·IWAH CouNCIL GRouND, 
June 3, 1840. 
SIR: Your communication of the 2d June has been submitted to the 
council by the chief, for their considerati(')n and action. These Jines are to 
inform you that the council has passed a resolution authorizing the appoint-
ment of twelve men as a deputation on the part of the council, to meet a 
deputation of those of the old settlers that have not united with the late 
emig rants, on the lOth instant, at Fort Gibson, agreeable to your request. 
~ * * * * * * ~ * 
We are, respectfully, your friends, 
JOSHUA BENNINGTON, 
President pro tem. National Committee. 
YOUNG WOLF, 
Speaker National Council. 
J. VANN, 
Assistant Principal Citiej. 
DAviD CARTER, Clerk National Council. 
General M. ARBUCKLE, . 
United States A1·my. 
HEADQUARTERS, 2D DEPARTMENT, w. DIVISION, 
Fm·t Gibson, June 28, 1840. 
Sm: I have th~ honor to transmit herewith a copy of the constitution 
established by the late emigrant Cherokees, which was agreed to by the 
old settlers on the 26th instant, together with an act of union entered into 
between the parties on that date. 
These papers are not precisely of the character required; yet, after a trial 
of ten days, when each party was fully represented, I was satisfied that no-
thing better could be done; the late emigrants having determined (in the 
act of union) to refer to a claim to lands on the east of the Mississippi. 
The emigrants at first presented to the old settlers the act of union enter-
ed into last summer or fall, and the enclosed constitution: for their accept-
ance. This they declined to comply with. The emigrants declared that 
they had no authority to alter the constitution. I therefore prevailed on 
the old settlers to accept it, without admitting its legality, until concurred in 
by them; and urged the emigrants to enter into an act of union with the 
old settlers. 'l'hese propositions were finally agreed to, in the manner shown 
by the accompanying papers. 
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I was much gratified to notice that each party, before leaving this post, 
expressed much satisfaction in consequence of their nation being once more 
united, and with the measure I had taken to assist them to accomplish this 
desirable object. 
* * * ->+ -~ if * * .. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
Hon. J. R. PoINSETT, 
:11. ARBUCKLE, 
Brevet Br;g. Gen. U.S. A. 
Secretary of l'Var, Washington City. 
Whereas onr fathers have existed, as a separate and distinct nation, in 
the possession and exercise of the essential and appropriate attributes of sov-
ereJgn1y, from a period extending into antiquity beyond the records and 
memory ot man : and whereas these attributes, with the rights and fran-
chises which they involve, remain still in full force and virtue, as do also 
the national and social relations of the Cherokee people to each other and to 
the body politic, excepting in those particulars which have grown out of 
the provisions of the treaties of 1817 and 1819, between the United States 
and the Cherokee nation, under which a portion of our people removed to 
this country and became a separate community. But, the force of circumstan-
ces having recently compelled the body of the Eastern Cherokees to remove to 
this country, (thns bringing together again the two branches of the ancient 
Cherokee family,) it has b~ome essential to the general welfare that a union 
should be formed, and a system of government matured, adapted to their 
:present condition, and providing eqna1ly for the protection of each individ-
ual in the enjoyment of all his rights. 
Therefore, we, the representatives of the Eastern and ·western Chero-
kees, do hereby solemnly and mutually agree to form the two branches 
into one body politic, under the style and title of the Cherokee Nation. 
In view of the union now formed: and for the purpose of making satis-
factory adjustments of all unsettled business which may have arisen before 
the consummation of this union, we agree that such business shall be set-
tled according to the provisions of the respective laws under which it origin-
nted; and the courts of the Cherokee nation shall be governed in their 
<!ecisions accordingly. Also, that the delegation authorized by the Eastern 
Cherokees to make arrangements with Major General Scott for their re-
' oval to this country shall continue in charge of that business, with their 
present powers, until it shall be finally closed. And, also, that all rights 
and t1tle to public Cherokee lands on the east or west of the river Missis-
sippi, with all other public interests which may have vested in either branch 
of the Cherokee family, whether inherited from our fathers or derived from 
any other source, shall henceforward vest entire and unimpaired in the 
Cherokee nation, as constituted' by this union. 
It is further agreed, that any moneys due individuals from the United 
States as per capita, each and every citizen of the Cherolree nntion snail 
participate equally. And, also, that portion of the nation that has consti-
tuted the old settlers of this country shall have a just proportion of the of-
t1cers and representation in the government of the nation for the first con-
~titutional term-that is to say, the assistant principal chief, seven members 
m the committee, nine members in the council: two associate judges of the 
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suprema court, one circuit judge, two district judges, two executive coun-
sellors, and two sheriffs : all to be of their own selection, and to be chosen 
by the council of the old settlers now in session. 
It is also understood, that all just debts and expenses incurred by either 
branch of the Cherokees, for holding councils, &c., shall be assumed and 
paid out of the national funds. 
And it is further agreed, that, from and after the signing of this union, 
the laws of each portion of the Cherokee nation shall be inoperative, ex-
cepting so far as is already provided for in this union. The constitution, 
however, adopted at Tah-le-quah the 6th of September, 1839, and the laws 
enacted under its provisions, shall be the governing laws of the nation. 




John S. Boot, 








On the part of the Eastern Cherokees. 
Andre.w M. Vann, 
Riley 'l'hornton, 
William Rogers, 
Thos. L. Rogers, 
Ezekiel Starr, 
The Wind, 






On the part of the Western ()/terokees. 
No. 11. 
WASHINGTON CrTv, August 21, 1840. 
Sm: The Cherokee delegation addressed a communication to the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, early this month, applying for the payment of 
annuities due the Cherokees. We were informed by the Commissioner 
that the orders of the department on the subject of paying money remainecl 
unchanged, and that such payment could not be made. The letter of the 
Commissioner to Captain Armstrong, of November 9th, 1839, states that" no 
further payments will be made to the Cherokees until the excitement now 
existing in the nation is composed, and the difficulties settled.'~ ll~ the. 
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month of March nr April last, the df'partment paid over to a party of 
Cherok~t>s, called Western Cherokt!es, at this place, on account of annui-
ties, a sum over three thousand dollars, nt a time the Governmem supposed 
the existence of difficulties nmon!! the Cherokees. I am also informed by 
Captain Armstroug that the department has forwarded by him a large sum 
of money for the payment of claims due the Cherokees. Since the pay-
ment of these sums, the nlleged difficullies among the CherokePs have been 
qmet1 d, and the dissatisfied portiuu of the Western Cherokees have united 
themselv<>s tn the majority, aud ndopted the constitntion nnd laws of the 
nation. 'l'he Ci\llse ILS~igued by the d£"partrnent. in withholding the public 
funds has heen removed, nnd I hope will be so considered by yon. Permit 
me, in behalf of the ddegation, to renew the npplication for the payment 
()f the annntties to us, in a sum eqnnl to twenty thousand dollars. If there 
was a propriety in the GovernmPnt to muke the · payments adverted to, I 
hop!!, sir, you will look upon the present upJJiicatiou us not unreasonable, 
and in the same light. 
.Permit me to ask to be favored with an answer as early as practicable. 
I have the honor to be, very rc:spectfully, &c., 
E. HICKS. 
Hnn. JoEL R. PoiNSETT, 
$ecretary of War . 
• WAR DEF~RTMENT, 
. Office l11dian Affairs, Augu~t 22, 184.0. 
StR: A let~er addressed to you yesterday, by E. Hicks, has been referred 
1o th1~ otfi~e fi)r a report. 
He iuquires wllether the annuities of the Cherokees will be paid, alleging 
1ltat the difficulties among them, which have hitherto interpo~ed an obsta· 
ele to such payment, nre compost•d; states that he has beeu informed that, 
in March or April last, "the department paid over to a party of Chero-
kees, called Wt:Stern Cherokees, at this place, on account of nnnnities, a 
sum ovt>r three thousand dollars. at a tin1e the GovernmetH snpposed the 
existence of dtfficulties among- the Cherokees;:' aud that the dep· taJCn&; 
bus forw;lr®d hy Captain Artn!'trong "a large sum of money lor the pay-
ment of clai:ns due tit~ Cherokees." He ndd~, "since the paylllent of these 
Bllms, the ~lk>ged difficqlties among the Cherokees have beeu quieted, and 
the dissatisfied portion of tho Western Cherokees have united them..'lelves 
1o the nmjortty, upd adopted the constlltttiou and laws of the uation. The 
•cause assi!!tlf'd hy thE~ department iu withholding- the public funds has been 
· 111moved, and I hope will be so cnusiderrd by you. Permit me, in lie half 
of the delegation, to renew the nppltcatiou lor the payment of the annuities 
til U!l1 in a sum equ~tl to twenty thousand dollars. If there was a propriety 
in the Govt~rnntcnt to make tlie payments ndverted to, l hope, sir, you will 
look npon the present application as not unreasonable, nud in the same 
light." 
The payment of the money to Dutch-nnd others, representing the West-
ern Cherokees, this spring, I expluit1ed \'erballr to the couucil of the Bast· 
ern delegation; an~, l;dely, iu the SIIIIIC way, h> Mr. Hicks llitllsdt, and, on 
tlte llth of th•s month, in a writtcu offieial rPply to u commt)llicutintt ot 
&he 27th of July fronl John Ross nnd others. Iu answer to .Mr. Hicks':~ 
JS 
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present request, I now do so again. The 6th article of the treaty of 1819; 
with the Cherokees, provides that the permanent annuity, ($10,000,) then 
due them, should be paid in pr0portions of two-thirds to tile Eastern and 
one-third to the Western Cherokees; and the 18th article of the treaty of 
December, 1835, stipulates that the annuities of the nation that may ensue 
for two years under this treaty, shall be laid out for the benefit of the 
poorer class of the nation, which shall be advanced by the United States; 
by which, however, it is declared it is not intended "to interfere with· 
that part of the annuities due to Cherokees west by the treaty of 1819.'' 
Of this permanent annuity, the Eastern Cherokees received in ' 1836 
$6,666 66§-, and the Western Cherokees $3,333 33l. The annuities to 
be advanced would be the interest accruing after the ratification of the 
treaty on 23d May, 1836, and running from the investn1ents for two years, 
and embracing from 1836 to 1837, and from 1837 to 1838, payable on the 
investments in the latter years respectively; leaving, after the payment to 
both p!irties of the $1 O,OUO in 1836, as above, two years for the advance 
during which the vVestern Gherokees, as contradistinguished from the 
whole nation, would be entitled to receive, according to the treaty of 18191 
the sum of $3,3~3 33t, or, rather, the one-third of the interest on $214,000,. 
after it was appropriated, each year. The advance was made for the poorer 
class of the Eastern Cherokees, under the treaty of 1835, by an act of Con-
gress of July 2, 1836, which appropriated $75,000 for the purpose; of 
which $4.8,692 94 were expended under the direction of General Wool. 
This act also appropriated $214,000, for which the permanent annuity of 
$10,000 was commuted. The Western Cherokees would then be entitled 
as such, by the express terms of the 18th article of the treaty of 1835, to 
:receive one-third of the interest of the $214,000, which would fall due in 
1837 and 1838; of which they had obtained nothing when Dutch and 
others, representing the Western Cherokees, presented last spring an au-
thority to receive as much as would pay their expenses; and, on account of 
what was due, they were paid $3,432 50. 'l'his payment in no manner 
violated the order of November 9th, 1839, which extended only to funds 
belonging to the whole nation, including Eastern as well as Western 
Cherokees. So far from it, that the Western Cherokees are yet in arrears for 
what is payable to them separately ; and ought to reeeive, deducting- what 
they have already got, to place them on a footing with the Eastern Chcro 
kees, a sum measured by their r.umerical proportion to the whole tribe. 
The next inquiry relates to the payments Captain Armstrong has been 
authorized to make, in regard of which Mr. Hicks hns been correctly in-
formed. He has been ~nstructed to pay indivitiual claims awarded by the· 
Cherokee commissioners for improvements, spoliations: reservations, and 
debts only, but on national account. 'l'hese payments the depattment has 
always willingly made, and Major Armstrong has been instmcted to con-
tinue them. Mr. Gunter and Mr. John Ross, and others, have been paid 
claims of this class · here, as Mr. Hicks very well knows ; these acts have 
no connexion with the national funds. · · 
Mr. Hicks finally alleges that all Cherokee difficulties are settled, and' . 
that the reason for withholding payment of 11ational dues hitherto has ·· 
ceased ; he_ therefore reqt~ests !1 payment _of annui.ties ~q..u.al . tp .. $~0,000 j 
states that, 1f there was a propnety m makmg the payments• Ha, adverts to, 
J1e hopes his application will be looked upon irl the sam~:! light:' ' ; The pay_:· 
ments made; and the one asked for, do not, as alrea~y ~lio~#; rusfon the . 
:: ;.._ .: .: ' .1' ·· . 
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same footing. If it be your pleasure to rescind the order of November, 
1839, either because you may think their troubles are at an end, or for any 
other reason, the request of Mr. Hicks can be granted, but not otherwise; 
unless you give some special order on the subject inconsistent with, and 
overruling e1ther generally, or for the occasion, the said order of 9th No-
vember, 1839, wh1ch prohibits one [me] from making the payment. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. HAR'l'LEY CRAWFORD. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSF.TT, 
Secretary of War. 
[Endorsement.] 
Although the accounts received from General Arbuckle are highly satis-
factory to the department, it requires time to be convinced by the conduct 
of the Eastern emigrants that they intend to carry into effect, in good faith, 
the terms of their arrangement with the old settlers. 
The Government will then direct the payment of the national funds, and 
transmit the money to Major Armstrong for distribution. 
J. R. P. 
WAR DEPARTME:r\T, November 11, 1840. 
SIR: Sufficient time havin~ elapsed to test the sincerity of the parties to 
the agreement of the 26th of June last, I see no necessity for longer with-
holding the payment of the national Cherokne funds: annuities, &c., to 
those entitled by the treaty to receive them for the benefit of the tribe. 
You will, therefore, please to take the necessary steps for paying whatever 
is now due to them, provided Captain William Armstrong is satisfied of the 
existence of a government among them: under, and in conformity with, that 
agreement. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
T. HARTLEY ·CRAWFORD, Esq., 
C11mmissioner of lndian Affairs. 
· J. R. POl~SETT. 
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Cherokees . . Ktntncky 5 $94,000 00 - $4,700 00 -
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Do. . . Tennessee 5 25('),000 00 - 12,f>OO 00 -Do. . . Alabama 5 300,000 00 - 15,000 00 - :~ Do. . . Maryland 6 761 39 - 48 (j.'. -Do. . . Michigan 6 64,000 00 3,840 00 ----- $708,761 39 ----- S36,0s5 68 
Do. (schools) . Maryland 5 41,138 00 2,056 90 
Do. do. - Mi;;souri 5! 10,()()() 00 550 00 ---- 51,138 00 ------ 2,COG 90 
Chippewa~, Ottowas, Maryland 6 130,850 43 7,851 0:2 -and Pottawatomies. ' Do. do. do. . Indiana 5 68,000 00 - 3,400 ou - ' 
Do. do. do. . Pennsylvania 5 23,000 00 - 1,150 00 - .~ !' 
Do. do. do. . Do. 5 8,500 60 425 00 ---- 230,350 43 ------ 12,826 or 
incotnpetent Chickasaws Indiana 5 58,000 00 - 2,900 00 - : Du. • • New York 5 30,000 00 - 1,500 00 -Do. . - .\1a1yland ti 131,230 44 - 7,8i3 1-3 - ' Do. . . Kentucky 5 150,000 00 7,500 {)() ------ 3G9,i!30 44 ---- 19,77:1 83 
Cbickasa w orphans - Arkansas 5 146,000 00 - 7,300 oo -Do. . Pennsylvania 5 17,000 Ott 85() 00 
------ 16.1,000 00 8,150 00 
Shawnees . . Marvland 6 29,341 50 - 1 '760 4!1 -Do. . . Kentucky 5 1,000 00 
30,341 50 
5000 ---- ---- l,AtO 49 
Senecas . . Do. 5 5,000 00 250 00 
Senecas ~nd Shawnees Do. 5 6,000 00 - 300 00 -
Do. Do. . Misr.ouri 5! 7,000 ()() 
13,iioo 00 
385 00 G85oo ----
Kanzas . . Do. 5! i8,000 00 - 990 00 -Do. . . Pennsylvania 5 2,000 00 
oo,iioo oo 
100 ()() 
---- ---- 1,000 00 
· Creek orphans . Alabama 5 8'.!,000 00 - 4,100 00 -Do. • . Missouri 5! 2R,OOO 00 - 1,540 Otl -Do. . . Penu~yl vania 5 16,()()(1 00 
126,iioo 00 
800 00 
----- ---- 6,440 00 
Mcnomonies . . Kentucky 5 77,000 00 - 3,850 00 -Do. . . Pennsylvania 5 9,500 00 
86,5oo (}() 
475 00 ---- ----- 4,325 00 
Chir>rewasand Otto was Kentucky 5 77,000 ()(} 3,A50 00 -
Do. do. • Michigan a 3,000 Oil - 180 Oil -Do. do. . Pennsylvania 5 14,000 ()() 'iOO 011 
4,7~000 ------ 94,000 00 ---------- ----
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2~0.000 00 - Do. Do. Do. Do. 300,000 ()() - Do. New York Do. Do. &'lO 00 - Q.narterly Baltimore Do. Do. 69,120 Oll Semi ann'ly New York Do. Do. 
----- $714,000 00 
42,490 ()I) - Quarterly Baltimora Do. Treaty Feb. 27, 181!). 
10,000 00 Semi-ann'ly New York Do. Do. --- 52,490 ()() 
150,000 00 - Q.narterly Baltimore Do. Treaty Sept. 1832, 
7<1,~4 09 Semi-::mn'ly ~ew York Do. 
(mils.) 
- Treaty Sept. 1833, 
19,895 00 Do. Philadelphia Do. 
(edu~ation.) 
- Treatv Sept. 1832, 
7,352 50 Do. 
(mills.) 
Do. Do. Treaty Sept. 1833, ----- 219,511 5!) (education.) 
57,~91 89 - Do. New York Dr. Trezty May, lfl:J4. 
2:1,72!1 li - Quarterly Do. Do. Do. 
J51,47!J Oli - Do. Baltimore Do. Do. 11G,37.j 00 Semi-ann'ly Loui:;vJIIe Bank ofKentucky Do. -- 381,875 I~ H6,000 (10 - Do. New York Bank of America Do. 
11,705 00 Do. Philadelphia Do. Do. 
----- IGO, 705 00 
33,!ll2 41) - Q. r terly Baltimore Do. Treaty August, 1831. 
!)80 00 Semi ann'ly New York Do. Do. 
--- 3-1,8:12 40 
4,!100 00 Do. Do. D), Treaty Feb. 1831. 
5,AAO 00 - Do. Do. Do. Dn. 
7,12187 Do. Do. Do. Do. 
~--- 13,001 87 
IS,flOil 00 - Do. Do. Do. Treaty .Tune, 1825. 1 ,i3f) 00 Do. Philadelphia Do. D<>. ----- 19,730 00 
82,010 00 - Do. New York Do. Treaty March,·1832. 28,4R7 4R - Do. Do. Do. Do. 13,ti40 00 Do. Philadelphia Do. Do. ----- 12!,327 4!'-
73,11iO on - Do. NrwYork Do. Treaty Sept. 1836. 8,217 5( 
83,617 50 
Do. Philadelphia Do. Do. 
-·----
75,4tifl ()ll - Do. ~ewYork Do. Treaty March, 1836 
:~,tHIO 00 - Do. • Do. Do. Do . 
~~. 110 01' Do. Philadelphia Do. Do. ----- 90,570 00 ----
- l,93;),fj8') 9!' I ~ 
&atem~nt ezltibiting the annual interest appropriated by Congress to pay the follotiJing tribes of Indians, in lieu of invest-
ing the sums if money provided by treaty in stocks. 
Names of tribes. Amounts provided by Amount of interest an- Authority by which made. treaty for investment. nually appropriated. -
Ottowas and Chippewas - - $200,000 00 $12,000 00 Resolution of the Senate. Osages - - - - - 69,120 00 3,456 00 Resolution of the Senate, Jan. 19, 1838. Delawares - - - - 46,080 00 2,304 00 Treaty of Hl32. Sioux of Mississippi - - - 300,000 00 15,000 00 Treaty of September 29, 1837. Sacs and PoxcR of Mississippi - - 200,000 00 10,000 00 Treaty of October 21, 1837. Sacs and Foxes of Missonri - - 157,400 00 7,870 00 Treaty of October 21, 1837. Winnebagoes - - - . - 1,100,000 00 55,000 00 Treaty of November 1, 1837. Creeks - - - - - 350,000 00 17,500 00 Treaty of November 23, 1838. low as - - - - - 157,500 00 7,875 00 Treaty of 1837. - ---------------
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Extract from the report of the Commissioner of hJdian Affairs, of Jan-
uary 2, 1840. 
By the 8th article of the treaty of 24th May, 1834, the lands assigned 
under the treaty to orphans may be sold, and the proceeds thereof, if the 
President deem it advisable, invested until such persons marry, or "come 
'()[age;" when, if the Chickasaw delegation named in the 4th article, with 
the agent, shalt certify that, in their opinion, it will be for their interest and 
advantage, the amount shall be paid over to those entitled to receive it. 
The above article does not expressly so say; but the true construction of it 
is, I think, that the ~interest accruing on the original investment shall be 
reinvested until the individuals to whom it belongs shall C!l.ll for it under 
the provisions of the treaty. 
t Under this article there have been laid out, in the years 1837, 1838, and 
1839, in the purchase of five per cent. stocks, which were bought fll par, 
$146,000; on which the sum of $11,487 19 has been received up to July 
1st, 1839. Of this sum, no part has been drawn. It should be reinvested, 
and steps tnken to ascertain who, under the treaty, are entitled to receive 
the small proportions of1 the fund, and, on compliance with the prescribed 
conditions, to pay them. 
Beneficial objects for Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies. 
By the 3d article of the treaty of 26th September, 1833, the United States 
contracted to apply $150,000 "to the erection of mills, farm-houses, Indian 
houses, and blacksmiths' shops; to ag-ricultural improvements, to the pur-
chase of agricultural implements and stock, and for the support of such 
physicians, millers, farmers, blacksmiths, and other mechanics, as the Pres-
ident of the United States shall think proper to appoint." The above sum 
was applied, on the 1st January, 1837, to the purchase of $130,850 43 of 
Maryland six per cent. stock: which has yielded, up to 1st July last, of in-
terest, $19,627 52, and cost $150,000. 
'!'here is no direct authority in the tnwty for investing the above money ; 
but it appears that a letter was, on the 14th December, 1836, addressed by 
my predecessor to the Secretary of War ad interim, proposing to invest th~ 
said sum in some safe and productive stock. This letter was subsequently 
withdrawn, and for it appears to have been substituted, on 1st January, 
1837, a general authority from the Secretary to the then Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs to direct investments, &c. ; under which, it is believed 
the above investment was made. The sum was very large for the plll'-
poses pointed out in the treaty; and the investment was judicious, in my 
opinion, us furnishing a permanenf fund, th:e annual yield of which will 
be probably equal to all the Indian wants. The interest, however, ought 
to be reinvested until its expenditure is deemed advisable, so as to enlarge 
,the fund. 
By the same article of the above treaty, the Government agreed to in vest 
$70,000 "for purposes of education and the encouragement of the domestic 
arts, to be applied in such manner as the President of the United States 
may direct." There was applied, on 1st July, 1836, to the purchase of In-
diana five per cent. stock, under the above provision, $72,264 09, which 
brought stock to the amonnt of $68,000; on which there havQ been re-
ceived $11,198 78 for interest up to lst July last; and of these receipts 
, 
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there have been expended for edncation $5,317-82, lenving nn hand 
$5,880 96. 'I' his iuvestment was made accord in~ to the wish of the ludi-
ans, as expressed in the treaty, "to create n perpet.nal fund for the purposes 
of education, and the encourager11ent of the domestic arts," the "interest 
of which only is to be applied as may be neces:mry lor the above pnrpoges." 
If~ at any time hereafter, the nuited hand :;:hall ~o improve us to be, in the 
opinion of the President and Senate, capable of matHtging so large a fund 
with safety, they may withdraw the whole or any part of it. 
No immediate action seems to be required in regard of tins iRterest, while 
the sum must he applied to edncation and the introductiOn of the domestic 
carts, nnd to them alone. All proper rm•nns will be takton to give its n~e the 
best r~frect; hnt the excess of expenditure over the $70,000 should be re-
turned to the Treasmy out of the interest. 
Menomouies. 
By an amendment of the Senate to the treaty of 3d Sr.ptember, 1836, the 
United States stipulate and agree that the sum of $71),000 shall be allowed 
to the said lndians; and this sn m shall be in vested in some safe stock, and 
_the interest tlwrcof, as it accrues, shall also be so vested until snch time as, 
in the judgment of the President, the income of the aggregate snm can be 
usefully applied to the exf:Ctllion of the provisions in the said fourth article, 
or to some other pnrposes beneficial to the said Indians. 
Uuder this provision $77/JOU, of l{entncky five per cent. stock was pur-
chased on Lst April, 1!;37, at the cost. of $15,460. On this investment 
interest has heen paid up to 1st July last, amounting to $8,662 50, which 
should be reinve~ted. There rt>mains $51U of the original $76,000 to 
invest, which should be attended to. 
Creek orphans. 
The 2d article of the tmtty of 24th March, 1832, contnins this clause: 
"Aild rwent y scr.tions sh;oll be selrcted, under the direction of the President, 
for the orphan children of the Creeks, and divided, and retnmed or sold for 
their benefit, as the President may direct." The lumls were sold, and, with 
leases of them befnre snle, yi!:'lded $108,713 82; and stocks have bel'n pur-
chased, viz: Un 1st Noveruher, 1l:l:~6, Alabama fives, at pnr, $8:2,001l; und 
on ls.t January, 18:38, Missouri fives aud one half, $28,1100, which cost 
$2:l,487 48: making the a)!gregate of stock $110,0110, and the price of 
it $lltl,<lf:l7 'lS. · On theso .iuvestmeuts there have been receivod, up to 1st 
July la;.t, $13,~43 34 for intere~t; of which $1,773 66 have I.Jecn rein-
vestt>d, leaving a lmlunce on hand of $11,469 liS. The excess of ex-
penditnm over the proceeds of the sales aud leases, viz: $1,773 66, brings 
the interest reinvestl'd as above. Measures should he taken to ascertain 
who arc entitled to the balauce of the interest, with a view to its dist ribntion 
as soon as the proper information can be obtaitwd. It will be perceived 
that the trt>aty makes no spectfic provision for the nse of the fund, other 
than th>l discretion of tho Presidt>nt, which it seems to me would be wisely 
ext>rcised Ill keeping the capital entire, and appropriatin~ the interest an-
nually to the wants of the orphaus of the Creek natiou, whose circum· 
stances may rt•qnire its ttid. It mny be thought (an<l perhaps it was so 
inteuded) that the orphans at the date of the treaty were those contemplated. 
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Bnt it is impossible to ~~~certain them now. Many are dead; many have 
growu up; and unless the treaty wns so rlenr as to commtmd obedience in 
a direction diff•Jreut from th'tt proposed, 1 think to make a permanent fund 
of it will be a measure of great advnntnge to the needy orphaus. 
Kanzas schools. 
Thirty-six sections of land wer'l appropriated to rnise a fnnd for th': sup-
port of schools for the education of the Kanzas children within their nati~'n,, 
by the 5th article of the treaty of the 3d of Junn, 1825. Part of the land 
was sold, and SlS,OOO invested &n 23d October, 1R37, in five and one-
half per cent. Missouri State stock at par. On this capital, interest to the 
amount o{ $1,568 51 has been received. Of this sum, no pnrt has been 
~xpended. Measures should be taken to apply this money as intended. 
Chippewas and Ottawas. 
'l'he 5th nrticle of the treaty of 28th March, 1826, appropriated $300,000· 
to the payment of the Ottawa and Chippewa debts, and prnvicled that, if 
that amonnt should exceed them, "the baiance siwii be paid ovet' to the 
Indiaqs, in the same manner that annuiti es are rrqnired by law to be pnid." 
When this treaty was ratified, ou 27th May, 18:36, the St'nate ametH.led the 
above article, so as to read: "the snm of $300,1JOU shall be paid to the said 
Indians, to enable them, with the aid and assistance of their ngcut, to adjust. 
and pay snell debts as they mny justly owe; and the owrplus, if any, to 
apply to such other use as they may think proper." ttpon examination, I 
do not fiud any request made by these lndtans for the application of the 
balnnee that remained of their debt fund, but the same lias been invested 
as follows: 
On the lst April, 1837, in Kentucky five per cent. stock, 
$77,000, (which cost $75,460) $77,000 
rrhe 4.th article of the treaty gives them an annnity of 
$311,000 for twenty years; of which it was agrr.ed $1 ,ttOO 
should be a invested in stock by the 'J'rensnry Depart-
ment, and to remain incapable of being sold without the 
cousent of the President a11d Senate, which may, how-
ever, be given after twenty-one years." Under this 
clansc, there was invested in Michigan six per cent. 
stock, on lst July, 1838 $1,000 
And on 1st January 1 1839 2,000 
3,000 
------
On which there has been received , up to 1st July last, for interest, $9,782 50& 
1t will thns be ~een that there was no direct authority for the inve 
in Ke_ntucl<y ~tock; bnt yet I cauuot bllt regard the course ndnpted as the 
n10st Jlldtctous am\ benefirial tor the l11dians, who should be paid the in-
terest punctually and alltmally, which has not been done heretoiore. The 
$3,0011 iuvestment appears to have been meant for n s!t'ad1ly accnrnnlatiug 
fund, sons to preserve aud make for the Indians, ur the end of twe11ty oue 
years, the m~an.s of promoting their comfort aud civilizavon. The interest 
Bhould be rcmvcsted as early after its recl!ipt as practicaole. 
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Statement sltowing the amount remaining in tlte lwnds cif eaclt <if tlte disbursing agents <if the Ojice <if Indian Affairs, 
unaccounted for, on the 1st cif October, 1839; the amount remitted to each from the T1·casw·y, or tumed over to Mm by 
other aaent or agents, and tltose which came into tlte lzands cif each from the sales of property, rent of public buildings or 
grounds, o1·from otlzer sources, durin{? the last quarter of 1839, and each of the first tltree quarters of 1840; the amount 
accounted for and 1tnaccountcd for by each, in each <if those quarters, by accounts and vouchers <if e.?:penditures, or by 
• e?Jidence of transfers to other agents, or cif replacements in the Treasury j and tlte balance unaccountedfo1' by each at the end of each quarte1·. 
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=~s~ o~..c: ~(Tjc2~ s&;o 
~ ~ ---FO'Udlr. q~tarler, 1839. 
Armstrong, "\'Villiam . - $212,243 71 $10,000 ()() -Bushneli, D.P. . - 81 50 6,786 28 -Bush, Chauncey . . 12'2 50 Boilvin, Nicholas . • I - 584 7:l $147 00 Bourd, Lieut. B. . . - 100 00 -Boyd, George • - 35,108 69 -CoUins1 CaKt. R. D. C. - 759,887 59 -Cummms, . W. • - 1,124 39 5,104 12 -Cooper, StephPn • • - 51,944 11 -Clark, Major Isaac • ·1 19,824 00 -DaVis, Capt. J.P. - • . 2,496 53 -Davis, Anihony L. • • 1 ,53! 66 1,72500 -Dodge, Gov. Henry • • 650 ()() -Garland, Col. John • • 3 576 58 - -Hitchcock, Ma~ E. A. • 1:692 38 - -Hill, Lieut. T . . (decea.~ed) • 23,940 96 -lfamilton, J. V. • • 504 28 3,130 00 -
" 
i: ~ 
"" ... 0 '"0 "' " ~~ "' c.. ... ~ ,., 
.0'"0 Q) 
£"' ;:; 
"" -;; 0 0 s 
E-< ~ ---------
$2'~2,243 71 S61,621 00 
6,867 78 6,867 78 
122 50 
731 73 731 73 
100 00 45 39 
35,108 69 34,495 65 
759,887 59 
6,228 51 2,561 15 
51,944 11 51,677 75 
19,824 00 1,356 25 
~,496 53 
3,259 66 1,966 49 
650 00 325 95 
3,576 58 -1,692 38 -23,940 96 
3,fi34 28 I ,625 50 
... -.:l ., 
"'c:..c: 
~ cd_ .... 
-.:lJ!l 
~ §·S . 
3 ~J)'t:f ~ 
..... ~V::1 
s-5..¥ ~ 
0 0 P..s...., 









































Hulbert, John • - 1,562 50 - I 1,562 50 1,157 61 1,157 61 I 404 89 . I70,l65 58 -Kurtz, Daniel • . 54 ,Oll 19 - 224,176 77 50,366 03 500 00 50,866 03 173,310 74 
Lowry, David • - 50,561 62 12,224 37 - 62,785 99 53,307 12 - 53,307 12 9,478 87 
Lucas, Gov. Robert - - - 1,165 00 - 1,165 00 865 00 - 865 00 I 300 00 
Logan, James - - 31,954 95 ·- 31,9:>4 95 23,1!141 - 23,~11 41 8,843 54 
Morris, Capt. G. - 10 00 - 10 00 - 10 00 
McElvain, Purdy • - - 1,072 20 - 1,072 20 l,Oi2 20 - 1,072 20 
Milrj;, Gen. Samuel - - 117,324 42 - 116,253 04 - 116,253 04 1 ,Oil 38 
Ord, ames • - 2,009 60 - 2,009 60 1,897 !J2 - 1,897 92 Ill 68 
Phillips, Ca)Jt. J. A. • - 1,122 71 - 1,122 71 1,122 71 
Pilcher, MaJor Joshua - 146,678 14 82,462 87 - 2'29, 141 01 174,206 44 11,503 85 185,710 29 43,430 72 
Rice, Nathan • - 94,430 l!J - - 94,430 19 900 00 - 900 00 93,530 19 
Reynolds, Lieut. J. G. - 1,186 45 - - 1,196 45 - 1,186 45 Stephenson, Capt. J . R. - 33,128 21 - 33,128 21 14,456 08 - 14,456 08 8,672 13 
Stryker, James - . - 12,037 00 - I 12,037 00 11,754 OG 11 ,754 06 
282 94 
Schoolcraft, H. R. - - 235,669 17 - . 235,669 17 180,683 66 54,985 51 235,669 17 1 
Stokes, Montfon - - - 5,335 00 - 5,335 00 3,112 00 - 3,112 00 2,2'>...3 00 ~ Smith, A. J. - - 5,340 00 - 5,340 00 5,340 00 5,340 00 
Sloan, Lieut. T. T. - - 552 72 - 552 72 552 72 0 
Street, Joseph M. (deceased) - 1,091 74 3,615 00 J 4,706 74 3,747 20 3,747 20 959 54 (') - -Smith, Archibald - 200 00 - - 20000 - - - 200 00 Sherburne, J. H. - - 273 50 - 273 50 - 273 50 2: 
Taliaferro, Major L. . . 14,~0 00 - 14,230 00 1-1,230 00 - 14,230 00 0 Van Horne, Capt. J. - - 18,947 69 - I - 18,947 69 - - - 18,947 69 
First quarter, 1840. 
27,725 35 1 
~ 
Armstron~ William - . 103,689 40 539 85 131,954 60 11,604 55 41,796 91 53,400 56 78,654 04 
Bnshnell, . P. . -
Bush, Chauncey . 122 50 .- - 122 50 - - - 122 fJO 
Bourd, Lieut. B. - - 54 61 - - f>4 61 - - - 54 G1 
Bo!Jd, George - - 613 04 - - 613 ().1 - - - Gl3 04 
Co lins1 Ca~r. R. D. C. - 759,887 59 - - 759,887 59 - 759,887 59 
Cummms, . 'V. - . 3,167 36 - - 3,167 36 500 00 - 500 00 2,667 36 
Cooper, Stephen - . 266 36 
Clark, Major Isaac - . 18,367 75 - 18,367 75 100 00 - 100 00 18,267 75 
Calloway, R. A. • 7,765 00 - 7,765 09 6,701 33 - 6,701 33 I ,063 76 
Davis, Capt. J. A. • - 2,496 53 - 2,496 53 - 2,496 53 
Davis, Anthony L. - - 1,293 17 124 50 - 1,417 67 124 50 - 124 50 1,293 17 
Dodge, Gov. Henry • . 324 05 - - 324 05 64 21 - 64 21 259 84 \tl Garland, Ccol. John • . 3,576 58 - - 3,576 58 - 3,576 58 Ilitchcock, Major E. A. . 1,692 38 1,692 38 1,692 38 1,692 38 00 - - - c.o 
No. 13-Continuod. 
., ... / s.... . s-e I .!. .... ., v I ..: §~~ ..§~~ E~ § ~ ~;j-:3 ~ 
-o· .: -oc£ ~!!f. ~ -g -::::!i. 1:1 
g ..., ~ r £:: "' ... ~ ~ ~ ::; ..: " ~ ~ .:::; j ;:; 
..c: E "" I ·- ~ p • ·;: ... ~ ! .. ~ ~ .... bJ) • "' 
o~c:l ._ c 'OCO ~ ~ ~ OJ ::S tJ 
Names of agents, 
s~ ~~0!!1 <U"'~ I ~- C) I =~"t::~ 8 
~8- -~"'v ~c:;:n o~ ~ c~uvJ I <U "'"' S c:: C1J b.D ~ U') $.... - o ::::::~-:::::::~as _ 
"'" "'<>!"" "'"':':: 'd o . ooti,~ c:1 
E s:: es o..c =.... so'd::: 0 s I s 0 ~~ 0 
. . "'"'-' ~ ~... "' 0 ~ <tl <tl ~ ~ 
___ l __ t:Q _____ < _______ ~_. __ , _____ ---_ -~--.---1 
Bill, _Lieut. T. M. (deceased) · / 




Lucas, Gov. Robert 
Logan, James 
Morri~, •:;a pl. G. 
McElvain, Purdy • 
Milroy, Gen. Samuel 
Ord, James 
PbiJ.ips, Capt. J. A. 
l'llche!.J Majo1' Joshua 
Rice, l'lathan • 
Reyuolds, Lieut. J. G. • 
Steph!"nson, Capt. J. R. 
Stryker, Jamt>s 
fOchoolcran, H. R. 
Stokes, Montfort -
Street, Joseph M. (deceased) 
Smllh, .Archibald -
Sherhurne, J. H. • 
Van Horne, Capt. J. 









404 !)9 t 
173,310 74 









I IRG 45 I 
8;672 13 
2s2 94 I 
2,223 00 
959 54 




78,:54 04 1 
826,644 03 
23,605 00 
3,~20 28 1 
~31 38 1 
















44,0fi2 10 I 
93,530 19 











$1,135 00 1 
505 01 







26,ii9 32 1 
273 50 
2,099 60 I 
S2,i26 03 


















~ ., .. 
() 






























.. 50 1~ 50 
- I'll 50 
l!ush, Chauneey • - - - - -. !>4 61 !>4 61 
.Bourd, Lieur. ~ . • . M 61 - - - - -
Boyd, George • . 4,53-2 91 4,53~ 94 1 ,.981 45 1,981 45 2 ,551 49 - -Bruc~, A. J. • . 7H9 !>4 - 609 81 
Beach, John • . 759,Ss7 59 709 51 -
99 6fj 99 66 
. - 'l59,8o7 59 477 ,. 087 46 4,100 00 481 '187 46 288, 70Cl 13 Collins, Cakt. R. D. C. . 'i,P67 3ti 500 00 - 3,167 36 b35 00 - 835 00 2,33~ 36 C •Jmmms, . W. • 
Cooper, St~pben • • 18,267 75 - - 18,267 75 - 18 267 75 Cla1k Major Isaac • • 
rallo~ay, R. A. • • 1,063 j(j - 1,063 76 350 00 :!50 00 '713 7u 
C.x:hr:tne,Joho T . • • 2,496 53 
J , l!OO 00 - J ,2ti0 00 660 91 400 00 1,060 31 139 09 
Davi<, Capt J . P. • • - - 2 496 53 - 2, 496 53 
Davi<, Anthont L . • • 1,293 17 - - . 1:~93 17 379 25 - 379 25 913 9:J 
]lodge, Gov. l PtHY • • ~5l! li4 - -. ll59 84 64 56 - ., G4 5ti 19:> 28 
Garlaud, Col. John • • 3,576 51'< - - 3,576 58 - - - 3 ,576 58 
11111, Lieut. T . M. (deceased) • 23,940 96 - - 23,940 96 - - - !3,940 96 
Hamillon. J . V. • • 873 78 - - 873 78 - - - 8";3 78 
Hulbert, )ohn • • "3:1,400 00 18,209 59 IR,209 59 15 ,190 41 
t:j 
Jackson, Congrave • •· 33 ,400 00 - 0 
Kurtz, Dan iel • • 193,846 71 1~. 15!! 90 - 211,006 61 4,566 92 1,200 QO 5 ,7ii6 9~ 205 ,239 69 ? 
Low•y, Davhl • . 7,457 61 367 43 - 7,625 04 1,400 82 - 1,400 82 6 41!4 2"~ 
Lu.:a~, Gov. Robert • . 3110 w - - 300 00 -
1
31)() 00 z 
Logan, Jam~s • . 3,551 51 - - 3._551 51 1,272 35 - I ,272 35 2 ,279 16 0 
Morris, Ca~. G. • . 10 00 1000 - - - 10 00 
. 
- -
McElvain, urdy • . \0 
Milro~, Gen. Samuel • . 1,268 33 2 ,726 63 - 8,994 36 934 62 - 934 62 3,059 74 
Ord, arne~ • . 
Phillips, Cnpt. J. A. • . 1 , 1~ 71 - 1' 12-2 71 1 '122 71 
P ilcher, MaJor Joshua . 19,3i0 48 300 00 - 19,670 48 11,718 15 5,650 37 17,368 52 2,3tll 96 
Rice, Nathan • . 93,530 19 - - 93,5~0 19 72,000 00 - 72 ,000 00 21 ,530 19 
Reyr.olds, Lient. J . G. • . 1,1H6 45 - - 1' 186 45 - - - 1, lfl6 45 
Stephenson, Capt . J. R. • 8, ti72 13 - - 8,672 13 - - - 8,67~ 13 
~try ker, James • • 282 94 
25,74707 
- 28'J 9l - 282 94 
Schoolcraft, Henry R. • - - 25,747 07 25 ,747 07 - 25 ,747 07 
Stoke~, Montfort • • 
8ueet, Jose~h l\1. (deceased) • 959 !>4 - - 959 54 250 00 709 51 9::.9 54 
Smith, Arc 1ibald • • 2 0 00 - - 200 w - 18 ,947 69 I 200 00 Van Horne, Capt. J. • • 18,947 G9 - - 18,947 69 - 18,947 l.i9 
Third IJUitTltr, 1840. 
78,554 04 1 227,1~7 571 1,200 oo I 228,337 67 1 7S:,306 04 1 18,190 oo I 96,496 04 1 lO Ar~tro11r, William . . 210,436 90 OD ~ 
No. 13-0ontinued. 
s ......... "" ..... s-c .!. a~~ oo~ 
0~ "' "" c!:: 0 ::s "' ~ "' ¢; ~ 0 ""' "" 
;:: 
"" >. >. fJ~ g Ea..o '"d /I('J • "' 1:!llld~ ~~ ~ Names of agents. -~en J-t >v<.> ..<1-o' S'""' ·;-o:..,;... .£ ... -=-=- ~~~ Qj~::s .8-c " o::Sgj "C<::O ~§s .... ~.., ;1 -<O"' ocu ~ 
1:! "'-= <::., ..... - ::s ::Sv"' - 0 ~~0 gd)e~ e-..<1 E S -;§¢;: s-s ='" egl-o ~ . ~ l%l ___:1_--~--------Bushnell, D. P. - - $700 40 - - $700 40 $700 40 1!ush, Chauncey • • 12-2 50 
Bourd, Lieut. B. - - 54 61 - .: 54 61 -Boyd, George - -
2,551 49 Bruce, A. J. • • 
$5,825 00 3,423 20 
Beach, John • • 609 81 - 6,134 81 Brady, Gen. Hugh • - 15,000 00 
- I 15,000 00 -Collins1 Ca£t. R. D. C. • 288,700 13 Cummms, . W. - - 2,332 36 Cooper, Stephen - • 
18,267 75 
Clark, Major Isaac - • 18,267 75 - -=:ross, Capt. 0. - • 18,267 75 - 18,267 75 -::alloway, R. A. - • 713 76 Jochrane, John T. - • 13!) 09 -)avis, Capt. J.P. • - 2,496 53 )avis, Anthony L. • - 913 9'2 
I . Jodge, Gov. Henry - · · 195 28 )eas, Lieut. Edward - -
3,576 58 
7,500 (1() - 7,500 00 6,351 86 ~arlanrl, Col. Jolm • -
Iill, Lieut. T . M. (deceased) - 23,940 96 





.... bJl • 
.a ~~c 
-~OJ~ 
1:!..<1 ~ ~ 

















































McEl~11in, Purdy ; 
Milroy, Gen. Samuel -
Noland, S. V. • 
Ord, James -
Phillips, Capt. J. A. -
Pilcher, Major Joshua 
Rice, Nathan -
Reynolds, Lieut. J. G. -
Stephenson, Capt. J. R. 
Stryker, James • 
Schoolcraft, H. R. • 
Stokes Montfort • 

















9,140 00 l - I 9,140 00 l -56,786 87 58,845 61 -
1,122 71 -
197,208 89 - 199,560 85 
- - 1,186 45 - - 8,672 13 
118,059 03 - 118,059 03 - - 2,223 00 - - 20000 . 
! 
s,~5 75\ 
- I . --
28,586 03 
--
- 1,186 45 - -


























StatcmeiJt s/tawi11g the dmount applicable to expenditure, and the amount expended, in the servic£ of the Department of 
Indian Affairs, duriug the year ending September 30, 184.0. ~ 
Names or appropriatiolllJ. 
' I I I /, .... I , -
~ -~ a § ;:: c ~ Amount dt~bursed. 
~ ~,u 'OC,) ~ ~~..: 
.., ~ - ~ ~ 0 c · ~..!! s In 4th quarter of 1839. In 1st quarter o! 1840 . E-< ::i ll- o:::._ -.:: ... - 1:1 l 
.:; .-4 'o ~ ·c g ~ t' ~ ~ ~ 
So... cr.~ g..V1 ~ ~ ~-~ ~ • .-----------
o:? "'0_ ;...~ !;C r-c..~ .; ·- .. "t:S • - .. "t1 .; 
Q ~~ ~= S::n "J= ~~"C 
~..Q ~!1 O:t:.,o ~..... ;;:~ell 
il: a .., "' •. "' ~ -~ "' ,--:: "' ., ... ~ s ·a ":c .: o = 
~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ i; g_ § ·~ ·;: 
~ rn ;~ b.o - Q,) -c 2 ·- '-~ =- ..... s::;; di de.... s- ::s 
~~ ~-~ .S-5~ ~o ~~~ 
t::;:1 s::=s _.b..CQ.J ::s -~Q 









c ~ '"'0 ca 
"'"'"" b{ s;:; ·a 
·E ~~.~ g ~c.: . 
8·5 !'- l:. ~ 
~ vt.§~-5 






" ~ ;.; 
!f:OC-.. 
o-..;(0 
"'"'"" Q.l- ..... 
.S'~t~ 
~ell Q.i.-
§ P.c._c;; a 
0 c :.r: .... Go) 
<..> ·-- s <!:: -5 
~ f; 'd"S ~ 
>-~t:; ; .. 
al al IXl < 1-< E-< >. al >. al 
-----------~· I 1-1----1 I ·----·----
Fulfilling treaties with-
Christian Indians • • • 
Chippewas, Ottawas,&. Pottawatomies 
Ch1ppewas of Swan cr~ek, &c.' • 
Chippewas of Saganaw - • 
Ch1ppewas of Mississippi • • 
Chippew3~, Menomonies, \Vinnebagoes, 
and New York Indians • . -
Choctaws • • • • 
Chickasaws • • • • 
Creeks - • • • • 
Cherokees • • • • 
Caddoes - • • • 
Delawares - • • • 
Florida Indians - • • 
lowas • • • • ·• 
Kanzas • • • • • 
Kickapoos • • • -
J{aska~kias and Pcorias • • 
$110, l87 70i 
1 ,tlOO ()0! 
2,:zoo oo' 
750 00 








































147,698 09 $35,173 86 
2,047 )j 
12,597 68 2,891 29 






















$'250 001 $305 00 
5,012 501 4,207 93 
1,691 34 -
11,561 16 5,3!4 00 
500 00 
















"' Nam~s of appropriations. 
Fulfilling treaties with-
Christian Indians . . . 
Chippewas, Ottawas, & Pottawatomies 
Chippewas of Swan creek, &c. -
Chippewas of Saganaw - -
Chippewas of Mississippi • -
Chippewas, Menomonies, Winnebagoe~, 
and New Yurk Indians - -
Choctaws . - - -
Chickasaws . . . . 
Creeks . - . -~ -
Che.rokees - . - -
Cad does . - - . 
Delawares . - - -
!<'lorida Indians . - -row as - - - - -
Kanzas • - - - -
Kickapoos - - - -




In 2d quarter of 1840. I In 3d quarter of 18!0. 
!!i 
1
.~ 0 0~ zj I ..... -"" q:: _., c;::oB~
" 
0 _, _ _, 
"' "' ,~.., . 0 .... '"CI ctl ., ""'"" bO I (J.)..='-o .. bJj,-. ,.....~ tJ) bos ;:;·,:; "' b.C c j:: a:: 0 I""'"' ·g ~[{g bJJ -~ ~~;;:: .9' .e 
o dQ.t} e § ~P.i1. 8 Jl Z! .... 0 00 ~ 
" g·~-.§~~ " §·~ .. e~J5 .0 ~.Vl cd 00--"'0 ..... ;; ~~ c ~ ;; ~~ ~ >. 
>. >-.c..>t..i<n,.O >. t>,(,)U~.O 
1=0 1=0 . 1=0 1=0 ----
$133 33 - - . 
78 00 - $469 30 -- -
561 54 - 335 00 
1,006 25 - - $18,857 47 
- -- $Hi3 00 - 6,725 36 
- - 2,385 50 
G05 00 18 50 - 53,003 83 - - - -- - - -- -
- 30 00 3,727 50 
- 7,775 00 -
255 00 - -- - - 450 25 
' - - - -
'"" "' . ,g§ -o 
~D~ "" -""'' .. -"'"" ._.o-'-00 ::::>,..; o"' 
.0 ... 
;6~fo ~J: 
~s...d) "8 "'., ""'- .o~5so- c. ., ., 
E~"" -::w 
"' 0.. ... ~ 
v"ll cv .~., 'dw 8 
~~ ~~~~ ,o. 




5;133 33 $1,166 67 
35,721 1G 69,019 93 
1,047 17 
4,592 83 5,9H 85 
24,525 30 10,774 70 
1,550 00 3,650 00 
51,233 59 46,910 87 
5,315 42 2,665 08 
75 292 49 30,208 74 
2; 185 00 18,813 G:l 
20,000 00 
7G2 55 7, 777 45 
66,733 75 32,889 6i 
22,398 62 11 ,G29 37 
I ,071 00 1,154 12 
650 25 629 75 
- -
u, 
















GO, 1!!3 ·Hl 
8,6:!1 ()() 

























































0 ~ "' ' ' "' ..... ' 
Amount disbursed. 
"-0:: ;:: 0.-l "' ;e ::: 0 -o"' ... -=u " E-1. "'ol ... ~o-= 
In 4th quarter of 1839.1. 
]~ "~o:: "'~ -"'d "" ..:: "' 
In 1st quarter of 1810 . 
..::co ~._, d :::l • ..::..!::s -- '-~ ·g_ g "!::'- <.>..0~ Eo" 0"' <r>"'- c:s= ... t/) ~ c·~ "'"' v.~ ~ O<'> ""~ s... 'h -c.. ~'§:~ .; fi:tc; ::t] .; I c_ "'"'d "'0 I ¢; ... "'"' c.. ., "'~ ;:; i:i a;:o,8.., Names of appropriati~ " d c..» >,c.. """'"' o-"'t:: C":S 0 ~~ c; 0:::..0 -"'- "'M "' ~ "' r:::,_., "' ~s (;;)§ "'"' ..oc :::::: c--= 0.0 Ms=·a bJJ b.oa ;:;:::! ~:g "' d d., S·::: ........ o c "' ., "' .... - .c b.O "'iii bJJ ·3 ~~g I:D -::: ~!';-~ 't:c.. ~., "'r::: """' ~·.:;j· ... .s .!',l .,., .s.s.o 'Oc.. 5-~ e s:= P.,'-o .... 0 a Q..~~. :=Cil _, ,, 5 c ~~ 8 ~ "'"' "'- s S..:: .... OCV,)~S <Ui::' ~o ::: "' <> v, -~~ ~ c c:s 0· ..... ..0 ~· .... _s~~ .0 (,.)'I""'C ~~ C1) g, "'"' "'"" ~ ~-·=--o-5 ':::s 0 - O..c .;!l C';1 cr.l·....c"t- "' .";::( ~D~ ~~ Q >, ;a"' .,.o "Oc"' 0 .9 t:l..v "0 QJ~ .c >. 
t:;j 
c; OJ "'0 .... ~.0 s OdO.. >, >,<.J<.Jd..O 
>. ~<:.Jo:.>~,.Q 
ll< ;:q < <: E-< ;:q ;:q ;:q ;:q 
0 
------------ - --- --- -- t') . Fu'filling treaties with-
2: 
Ke~l;a; Ida-; and Peon as, We:~s and 
$186 00 $186 00 
Piankc;,haws . . . 
-
? • 
Miamies . . - - $i,875 18 24,435 33 $54,378 ()(l - 86,688 51 $i90 25 $251 50 - $503 50 .i\-liamic' of Eel ri1·cr • . . 1,100 00 - 1,100 00 
28,543 781 ~ 
Menon10nie• . . . . ll,1ll 00 ll ,095 18 31,830 00 - 54,036 18 $'288 00 . -Ouocs an,[ 1\ii~sourias - . . 2,690 00 124 23 5,640 00 - 8,454 23 1,210 ool 515 00 Onawas ~nt! C..:hippewas - . 22,~155 00 9,458 4i 61,465 0(1 - 94,fl78 47 2,480 951 6,750 00 1,720 001 2,150 00 Omahas - - . . 2,140 00 44 1:2 4,740 00 - 6,924 12 300 00 - 240 00 o~agrs - . - - 20,!133 35 2,fll9 59 36,306 00 - 60,058 94 Ottawas . - . . 9,150 30 2,345 83 8,300 00 - 19,796 13 8,866 16 497 36 l'ottawatomit>s • • . . 69,7~6 51 1,313 30 20,:!00 00 - 91,239 81 12,514 301 1,782 38 543 231 939 00 Pouawatomi~s of Huron . . 46 84 753 l(j 4oo no - 1,:!00 00 Potta\\·atomies ol the Prairie • . - - 16,000 00 - 16,000 00 Potta\\·arornics of lndinna . . - - 20,000 00 - 20,000 00 . Pottawatomies of the Wabash· . - 17,ooo on - 17,000 00 Pian ke~ha 1rs . - - - 340 00 800 00 - 1,140 00 Pawnees . . . . 7,40() 00 11,711 48 9,600 00 .- 28, 7!1 48 240 00' 
450 751 
180 00 
Quaraws • • - . 1,653 00 7,174 50 4,6fi0 00 - 13,487 50 _ I 2,720 001 328 50 Six Nation• of NPw York - . - - 4,500 00 - 4,500 00 Senecas of New Yorlc - - . 6,000 00 - 6,000 00 ~~~U o1' l\Ji.ssissippi • . 231670 00 6,30!1 00 48,~10 00 78,4~ 00 13,750 00 I .. I 420 00 . - - -
No. 14-0ontinued. 
Amount disbursed. 
In 2d quarter of 18f0. In 3d quarter of 1810. 
ul i: 'o .S1l !i .~ ""t 
I~nmcs of appropriations. = !E!0.9~ 0~]~ 1;1 0 .... "'0 c.! OJ .., c .. -o 
~ bll t=.or-- s::·- Q ~ns =·s 
bll ~ ~~ & b.O .s ~~ ~ .El 55~~~ . s - = Q,.o;..... Q C.,J.o .... • "' g c "'"'~ s ~ g ~ ~~ s .... "' "': · ...._a<::~] "' ~--.s<::~lJ .g .Q ~~E]~ -~ cd rn.,...'"d_. ;a t.! s:: ~ 
»"'~ .,,.o ""' t>-.\.,lc;.;c.5..C >, >, 
lXI lXI lXI lXI ----- ------------
Fulfi lling treaties ·with- . 
:Knskn~kins and Peorias, Wcas and 
Pianhc>haws . . . - -1\1i~mies . . . . $8:0 00 - - s1 ,399 58 J\1 m::r:iC's of Eel river . . . - - - -Menomomies . . . . . -
Onoes and Mis~onrias - . - . 300 00 - $2,ROO 00 399 94 Ollawas and Chippewas . - 1,774 01 - 51,296 43 3,405 00 Omahas • • . . - - 2,500 00 500 35 o~ages . . . . - - 8,244 48 Onawns . . . . 991 64 - 934 12 Pot;awntomies - . . . 356 2j $1 ,ooo 00 - 1,765 23 Pottawntomies of Huron . . - - - -P onawa1omie' of I he Prairie • . - - - -Po:tawatonnes of Indiana . . - - - -Pou awatomies of the Wabash . - - - -Pwnke~haws . . . . - -Pawnees . . . - - - I 4,075 00 504 88 Quapnws • • . . - - - 106 00 Six Nations of New York - . - - - -~enecas of New York • . . 
~~~1§ ~6 - ~4, iQ9. 99 ~~QII~ £f ~i~~~ippi : : : ~ l mes - '--- --
•-a .!!lo ~~ 
~$§ '0 -.. , 
~~ o.zg;f ,_
~o-. ... .,., 
"1::<'>0 't:l..O _J.o;x; "'8 
§~--
.... ..c::-.. ~ t~?.S -sen 
"' "'"''" '0 Q}v_g .9~ -;;;en !3 .,c 
~~~ ~8. '-'"'"'"' llllil:"' "'~ bll-(/.j '";;;~ 
< IX<"' ·----- -----
ss,744 ss $28,143 16 
28,831 78 14,191 86 
5,284 94 119 29 
69,576 39 8,537 08 
3,540 35 483 87 
8,244 48 1,505 27 
11,289 28 1,400 47 
18,900 39 16,846 73 
- 1,200 00 
- 10,855 01 -- 9,000 00 1,140 00 
4,999 88 14,811 60 
3,605 25 5,632 00 
- 500 00 





o<'> .::: .. 
-<c"' il:..o .,a 
... ~ 
'OP. c QJ pen 






















'Q) 4J"t:S ll--.c .. 
v.C -
0'2 ~ o .! 
~;.:;::a . 
~ ~o e e-'g ., .. ·p. :s 




~~ C1J~ cu 
-~ ~-.:: 




































Names of appropriations, 
Fulfilling treaties with-
Yancton and San tie Sioux -
Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi • 
Sacs and :Foxes of Missoulli. • 
Shawnees -
Sacs, Foxes, and Iowas • • 
Senecag and Shawnees • • 
Senecas - - • • 
·weas- - - - • 
·wvandots • - • -
wrnnebagoes- - - -
\Vyandots, 1\funsee,, :J.n<}\Delawares 
Current expenses - - -
Jl.liscellaneous objects - -
Transportation and incidentalexpepses 
Payofsuperintendents and Indian agents 
Pay of sub-agents - • • 
Pay of interpreters • - • 
¥ay of clerk to superintendent- -
Pay of clerk to superintendent we;lern 
territory - • • -
:Presents to Indians ~ • -
No. 14-Continued. 
.~ rh .:. <: g 'o ~ Amount disbursed. a ~ ~o v ~~
~ . '"CQ l..,j c:s 0 . I • w~ -u "'d a;..._.s:; 
~ ~ -£: ~ ~ 'o § . ~ ~ S In 4th quarter of 1839. In 1st quarter of 1840 . .::; ~ 'o 'ol ·;::: g if. t-· ~ ~ ~ S 
0... ~ p........ .! a... Q) c,) d • ~ .. I . ..... -
M "- ~ O !:l d P- ,_ ;_::: "" • ..,-, 0 0 "0 ,j •~ 0 0 '0 
0 '0 ~ ... "' "'0 "'"'-"' '" "" ~"' - 0::: -"' .,:;s.. §cd g:., :::;_ -oP-'0 ~ o~-o~ .:: o:::-o<O 
.::lt ..c:ll c;!I::JJ £' ""'s "' iil"'~ ~ v2:-8 
i?: 8 ., ~ "'.S -o ~ ': c·o;:: ~0 ~G 8 ;:; 0 I "' ~0 8 " g. 
cd "' ~ i::JJ 6 " "'.0 - 0 " i::JJ ·~ >, & .::;' bO ·~ ""':ll-~ ~ fr "::: "' fil ;g :g [ § ·g ·;; ... "' [ ~- .s a. [ ~-
" 
00 
c ~o _ ., "''"' / o ._ ,_ !il " ""~ . ~ r:: P-:t • 
o ·"' c d o a ... " ... o.: ~8 o 
0
c ..:a 
C) ~ Q) :il ~ ~ . c «! g-.~ = I ~ ·- v:. ~ Q.l ..o ~ ...... rn ~ v "... "... s~. - _ ... "0 12 d -s ~ "' "'-s ~ 
-" <:" ··- Jl 0 I dP..<: ·- "'·-""- ' ;.a - ~--._,~ a ~ ..o ·"""' M Q) '::::1 - o.. (1) I "'1::1 r... C':S d ~ Q,) Cl::l c >-. ~ ~ ~-S b;, -< ~"'"" s £~<l d.O £ S'-'U d.C '-----~- -·---~-------
$580 00 
18,15! 83 
8 590 00 
's4g oo 
























I ,000 78 
7,389 58 
583 34 


















:I $10,200 50 !Jl,472 50848,646 71 - -22,3!J3 371 9,7>H 00 j 
~·~?1 46 2,370 65 - . $~,262 80 
;), .20 00 - ~885 00 -
5,104 13 _ _ I 1,420 oo 
9,481 931 - - 1,666 24 
3,000 oo, 
7,9'89 10 lAO 00. 
2151 !6! 8'2
1 
36 I 130 05 
1,000 00/ 
1,051 2G 









3 I 000 00 500 001 






















Names of appropriations. 
Fulftlling treaties with-
Yancton and Santie Sioux - -
Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi -
Sacs and Foxes of Mis~ouri- • 
Shawnees - - - -
Sacs, Foxe~, and Iowas - • 
Senecas an-t Shawnees - -
Senecas - • - • 
Weas - - - - -
Wyandots - - - -
Winnebagoes- - • • 
'Vyandots, Munsees, and Delawares 
Current expenses • • -
Mi~cellaneous objects • • • 
Transportation and incidental expen$eS 
Pay ofsuperintendcnts and Indian agents 
Pay of sub-agents • • -
Pay of interpreters • - • 
Pay of clerk to superintendent • 
Pay of clerk to superintendent western 
territory • • • • 
Presents to Indians • • • . ~ 
No. 14--Coniinued. 
Amount disbursed. 








oS 'o o"1l 
o~- ... 
"'"" "' b(j~~:s
1'1<="'" ·.::: >-- o.> 0"' 
6 ~~~ 
~.s ~E 8 
d ~.§<l:lll 
>."'~-g­







,£i 'o c"""' 
0 ... ;; ~ 
b..05~:a 
.e ~ 3 g. 
E~[l~ 
~ P.¢,. ... . 
gc ~s 





... 00 ::: ..... 
~ -;ago 














..q"' a. .,., 
..cr/1 
-'1:1 "'., ..... "0 
~~ 





















"'-""' ... f;l'~ 
~ §.~ s (£) 
Q "0 ~ ~ 
pc)d .,f-o 
c~ ~-5~ 
go ... c.J B ~ 
6«>"' ·~ 
d ,_, ;"'0 ~ 
-~~f~ 
!ls'-9d 
0~0~0 e-o~- .... a 




































I ,075 00 
2,5li ~ 



























































~ -~ ,!d "' 
..... 
Q 0~ .., -c:t, "'o "' -o"' .... .,~ '00 .... a1s~ E-<' ]1; -c:t .,~ ..coo ..c "' -., Q ..cOC ,:g ~ "'>- ..c~e -- .... _ (.),0-Od .... 0 .,;::: So~ .,-s ""·~ \~ cd ..... 8~ .,., .,(.),. oM - Q. s...·- ~ oo- ~~ .: ... QOI g;., ~~ .::"' '"!!1 >.<:l. Names of appropriations. deJ; ~..0 ..CQ ..0(.) "'"'"' 1/;Q "'-=--= .,8 .,., .::·~ -c:t'-= .. ~ -=~ ~"' QJ..O -o,:: -c:tc:>, ="' -a= s:: .- ..... Q"' ,:: b.O <n<: -cQ. ~d~ _., =sen · ~ <: g., ,.._ s·z: ~ OJ:>- ~-~ -o \ ., .. .s: -5 vi c ~ ~·-== <=::l <:.)"' "' -'-""' "' §.o -~ b.o~ 0 "'P.Q'" ""'= .... s - Q.QJ ;; e=;o!P. ~ Cl:l < ·~ b.o <: ------ -------------
Provisions for Indians • • $9,295 00 $10,368 05 $31,800 00 - $51,463 05 Buildings and repairs • • • 11,400 00 8,922 81 2,000 00 - 22,322 81 Contingencies of Indian Department • 32,501 46 5,438 60 56,500 00 - 94,440 06 Subscription to Indian Biography • 1,800 00 - - - 1,800 00 Exren,es of Indian medals • • 4i5 69 - ·' - - 475 69 Mission of A. P. Choteau • • 10,762 32 - - - 10,762 32 Running lines, Chickasaws and Choc-
taws . . . . . •1 ,085 00 - - 1,085 00 Provisions to destitute Indians 1 '751) 00 ;" 1,750 00 . - - -Expenses of delegations of Iowas, 
Sioux and ethers ;. • • 2,391 82 - - - 2,391 82 E:6en~e~ of delegations of Pawnees, ttoes, and others . • • • 4,203 13 3,000 00 - - 7,203 13 :i:xpenses of delegauons of Choctaws, 
5,000 00 5,000 00 Creeks and Osaaes • • • - -V'alue orland ceded by Miam!es . • 5,299 00 308 00 - - 5,607 00 Jarrying into effect treaties Wlth Ch1p· 
37,062 40 14,400 88 51,463 28 pewas of Saganaw • • • - -Jarrying into effect treaties with Chip· 
24,000 00 28,262 90 pewas of Mississippi ~ • 4,~62 90 - -
+ Canied 10 .surplus f~d. 
' 
Amount dbbursed. 
In 4th quarter of 1839. In 1st quarter of 1840. 
I t,...r. "'"'t:f !i ·~ .. ~ !£30£~ !!! !£30£., • Q 
O.w~ ~ ,:: 0 """'"0 c; "' "' b.o .::.,-o "" .::.,'0 cd ~a~~ b.o Q) ..... ..... "' cSco b.o b.o ·:::; >-~-~ -~ ·~ ~~~ .s s=«~CV-t: = .,. .... t: g p,.~t; 8 o d ~E a "' "' .0 ~·-.8~ 1l il g.~std~ -~ 
""' ~~E]~ ;a = ~·a"'C->. >. ~·~UiJ~ CQ CQ "" "' '",Q CQ ---- ------
$1,821 89 
3,186 51 
14,766 55 $498 82 $2,690 6i $227 00 - 300 00 - - 475 69 - - 648 75 
8,639 90 










No. 14-Continued. . .
Amount disbursed. 
Names of appropriatiollS. 
<b] s . -u,- ~_g ·~ 
~~ ~$ ~ ~~0~ 
~~- :f~ ~0 Pd~ -·~ 
E12 ..... g· .,a; ~ g;::; e:.:. 
E....,. o -:.:::- ~ n ... o.s-. 
-~cr "'t so- <U-c ~ ~::s 
~ ~ ~ B-"'2 !!i , s ~ o-g "t:1 M o ] 8 oM ~ ~ E s ~ 
s= 0-'"'::::d ~ o--ca .... s...(f; ~v t!::t a, ;.e~e 
~I) ~~~ ~ ~~~ s~- ~a ==a sg~~E-4 
d bt s:: s:: o "' bJl 8 s:: "' o 2 o" :!! "' il: "' oo .,;5 .., 
~0 §~~g ~ ·§~~g a~Cf:) -;:~ ~~ §""":.t:o~ 
-~ s~~~. ·~ §~~..... ~~~ .5~ s~ ogiU-.9 
o os:: "'E ... o "'S c;;cn""s = ~>. s "'-c"' .c ~--CI}~Q) .,5 . ~.SootEQ) bnc:::: ct>QJ 11)""' ~~E~>. 
(/) «S ... s ..c r.n ~ -8 ...= (lJ Q) ~ c:J c.. (.i ~ ,.Q ::s 0 u 
In 2d 1uarter of 1840. In 3d quarter of 1840. 
:.a rh .... "'d~ ~ oo ..... "'::::.... -Q)s;::l.. I ~~ s::l ~ar.;;..-d 
~ ~~~as ~ ~E-E~~ g~EJj ~~ ~ o~s~S 
------------J--IXI--~--__ IXI __ J _::>:~ ____ ___-:__ __ ~-"'-__ lXI ___ ~---
SGOO 68 $1,703 ooj _ $4,525 57
1
J $3,053 51 843,883 97 $46,9:!7 48 Proviiions for Indians - • - $400 00 
Buildings and repairs • - -
Contin~encies of Indian Department • 
Subscnption to Indian Biography -
Expen~es of Indian medals • • 
Mi>8ion of A. P. Choteau • • • 
2,417 61 
Running lines, Chickasaws and Choc· 
taws - • • • • 
Provisions to destitute Indians • 
Expenses of delegations of Iowas, 
Siollx, and others - - • 
Expenses of delegations of Pawnees, 
Ottoes, and others • - • 
Expenses of delegations of Choctaws, 
Creeks, and Osages • · • • 
Value of land ceded by Miall!ies • 
Carrying into effect treaties with Chip· 
pewas of Saganaw • - • 
Carrying into effect treaties with Chip· 
pewas ofMissi~sippi • • • 
5000 
- - - :!,186 51 2,115 27 17,0'21 03 19,136 30 
327 67 13,042 87 $4,S~O 81 38,822 031 5,882 09 49,735 94 55,618 03 
- - - 300 00 - 1,500 00 1,500 00 
- - - 475 69, 
- - - 648 75, - 10,113 67 10,113 67 
832 28 
~ I 
~ - I 



























Name,; of appropriations. 
Carrying into etrect treaties with Sionx 
of Missis•ippi - - • 
Carrying into effect treaties with Sacs 
and Foxes of Mississippi - -
Carrying into eftect treaties with Sacs 
and Foxes of Missouri - -
Carrying into effect treaties with Iowas 
Carrying into effect treaties with Yanc-
ton and Santie Sioux - -
Carrying into effect treaties with Win-
nebagoes - -
Ex~enses attending treaties with Six 
Nations of Imlians - • 
Carrying into efiect treaty with Qnei-
das of Green Bay • -
Osages, interest for education - -
Delawares, interest for education -
Holding treaty with Creeks - -
Expenses of delegation of Senecas of 
New York opposed to treaty- • 
Expen~es of delegation of Senecas in 






































"'"'"' '- '"' ~" ;a.S 
Q;:l 
""' ::s 





























Q .. ·~-~ 
g-~3 
eo·-_,_., 
















c-..; Cd c..,.., 
bJ)s ;::·; 
._§ ~~g 
§ ~~~ E o .... (J)s...CiJ 
~·--:.e~-5 
n YJ- .... ~ 
Q:;~ ~ ~ 
~uuc;:~ 
IXl 











. ""' !S o o~"" 
0 .... ;; ~ 
~~~ 
b/)8;:::::! 
·E ~~ ~ a a.~= . 





'-- -- 1 -- --1---- --
E-< ' __ _ , __ , ___ _ 




















$131,518 441 ~5,540 00 




292,575 45,112,803 05 
660 74. 




















In 2d quarter of 1840. In 3d qHarter of 18i0. 
~ I <.-4 -~ l'i I~ -'"t:l ~cg., ~og., 
Names of appropriations. "' ., O~"g~ Q 0~1i~ bJ) ., 
"' bJJSE~ b.o b.os ~·:; ell OJJ ·3~~g b.o ·E ~~% .:: .!'! '§ §Po.~- . Cl .,. .... _ el 
OSrn~~ ~ g = ~l: ::I = J ~ i:l' -S~.g u ·~.s~ll ..0 ~ ~·-~ ~ g rn.~"'t:::-"" cu.!'!=>. ~~ ~ >-. >. >,C..l<>CilA >. >,C)c..>C\l..O 
j:Q j:Q j:Q j:Q 
---------------
Carrying into effect treaties with Sioux 
of Mississippi - - • - - - -Carrying into effect treaties with Sacs 
and Foxes of Missi~sippi - - - - - -Carryinll' into effect treaties with Sacs 
and Foxe~ of Missouri - • - - - -Carrying into effect treaties with Iowas - - - -Carrying into effect treaties with Yauc· 
ton and Santie Sioux - - - - - -Carrying into effect treaties with Win· 
$116 13 nebagoes - • • • - $2,179 47 $130,076 92 
Expense~ attending treaty with Six Na· 
lions of Indians • - - - - - -Carrying into effect treaty with Or1ei· 
das of Green Bay - - - - - - -Osages, interest for educatior. - • - - - -Delawares, interest for education • - - - -Holdiug treaty with Creeks • • - - - -Expenses of delegation of Senecas of 
New York opposed to treaty _ - - $394 Gl - -Ethenses of delegation of Senecas in 
a vor of treaty ~ ~ ~ • ! - , .. 
. ., 
~ .8a <I .. . 
]gj ~t~ 
,ao ""-0 ..o'"' ~g "' " ·-0 . 
"dMO ""· s=~CE c~c:!"'-
.<:~ ::;~..o'"' 
o So" cu-e 
~ ac:: ""'"' -"" .,., .:== CUCf.l..O 
• M & os.,s cuK 
~t~ C) <I o:l<l 
boP:"' "'=' b.O~Cll ;; 
< j:Q -----------
$6,260 00 8107,301 72 
. 33,067 73 2,951 50 
- 6,517 63 - . -
- -
262,2i15 94 747 47 
- -
3,000 00 -- -- -- -
394 61 
- 268 1~ 
~ 
"' e 
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~ .;, :!; ~ ~ 'o ~ I Amount disbursed. ~ . ~ ~ ~8 ~ ~ ~..; ~C') It)_. '1~~:,..,. Q)...., Q 
., ~ -5 .g -~ ~ "§ . :; ~ S In 4th quarter of 1839. In 1st quarter of 1840. -5.. 'o~ Q_o C. Udt: 
s-5 cn-5 e~ ~~ ~.~~ 
.. eg 1l<l S::!Jl ~g.~~ s il'oif~ s i;'o~r-g Nemes of appropnat10as. .,... ~ .,. .'!1 "' M >-. Q. "" "' ., § o ;: -c:s Cl g o ;: "" ~ 
E..o .::::<l ''-"' ..Ou <l_..d M .,.,., to "'"""' 
;; s " " s ·a ""':.:: "'- g $ "' t.c s -c ·:; "' b.o s "'·s .... ~ -5 ~.0 ;,; ;g .2: .g c .::; . ~ ·El ~ ~ -~ b.o ·El ~ ~ .S' 
§ ~ .s b.O -;;; ~ ] ..:- g -~ ~ 'f] § ~ ~= !3 -~ § .,_ Q.= !3 
' ., r:n ., .5 <l -5 . ~ 0 s g-.-=: c 8 .s "' r: ., ; 8 .s "' z: "' 
g t' g ~ :~ M~ ~ ;:: Q.'g ~ ia {-S:-5 ~ ~ ~-.§:~ 
"' c ~ ..0 "0 .s .... Q s ~ ~ "0 ., ...!!! c >, "0 Q)...!!! <l >, 
-;;; "' •t:P-d>!J 1::: o - :.., :..,<.>uo~..o :.., :..,uuos..o 
j:q j:q <: <: E-< j:q j:q j:q j:q _______________ , ___ ------ ---------------
gpartyofMiamies Sl,!l90 00 _ _ $1,990 00 
tee for Indians • 125,000 00 $32,700 00 _ _ 157,70(} 00 $3,440 78 _ $120,50! 11 
1 Osages· • 1,149 33 _ _ 1,149 33 
ment - • 23,070 00 7,903 19 _ _ 30,973 19 treaty with the 
• • - 2,090,793 49 959,384 32 _ _ 3,050,177 81 49 99 Sll6 39661,527 98 reaty with Chick
• • - 31,000 00 77,029 99 $316 278 89 - 421,308 81'<. 25,000 00 229,883 49 
•nee • - 46,180 74 59,577 62 ' _ 105,758 36j ll,557 81 1,571 48 100 00 $600 00 ~rokees • • 83,699 94 _ _ 83,699 94
1
. _ _ _ 3,542 08 
• • • 6,156 41 - - • 6,156 41 
; • - - 50 13 - - .. 50 131 h certain Indian 
• • • 457 22 - - - 457 22 .h Chippewas of 
• - • 97 13 - - - 97 13 - 97 13 ties • • 112 38 _ _ _ 112 38 
~dian delegations 2,630 00 _ _ 2,630 00 
·ouths • • 11,072 52 _ 10,000 00 _ 21,072 52 treaty with Otta-
; • • • 14,015 00 35,371 31 - - 49.386 :ll - - 7 76 410 97 
pp 












. In 2d quarter of 1840. _I In 3d quarter of 1840. 
~ ;S'o.s"] li I ,S'O§] 
Ni1llle5 of appropri~tions. 5 05513t~:t .~ O~""t:!d 
1>0 "' ~ :g •o / " ~ ::3 "' ~8€)= "' e•ss:::s 
~.0 ·:::~~h.~ -bD .5 >.~.~ 
·-u; d ~ ~- . ...s c g, ~ = . 
..... =' d Q.tij 8 ~ e:: ,:: ~VJ 8 
~ §·~r-e·~~ E §·~ .. S~J1 
·" <~"'·-...,~ .~ 1 "'"'-"d~ ~ ~~c>. ~ ~.!~  
1>. ""'""'"'"" 1>. >."""'"" CQ CQ CQ CQ 
----- ------ ------------
Expenses of exploring party of Miamies - -Temporary subsistence for Indians - $7,442 60 - - $7,756 24 Holding treaties with Osages - - - - - -Blacksmith establishment - - - - - -Carrying into effect treaty with the I Cherokees, 1835 - - - - $17,830 98 - 58,938 55 Carrying into effect treaty with Chick- I 38,417 77 asaws, 1836 - - - - 2-25 40 -Removal and subsistence . - 600 62 768 00 - 645 83 Objects specified, Cherokees - • - 18,343 21 - 3,070 66 Running lines - - • -
Locating reservations - • • - - - -Holding treaties with certain Indian 
tribes • - • • - - - - -Holding treaties with Chippewas of 
Saganaw - • - - - -- - -Rifles for Pottawatomies • - - - - -Expenses of certain Indian delegations • - - - -Education of Indian youths - - - - - -Carrying into effect treaty with Olta· 
600 00 $62 46 was antl Chippewas • • • 75 00 w 
. ""' "' .25~ = ""' ... . V<::>" gf~ ~&S 'o~ ~~ ~~ ·-0 • -.:lMO 
-'""C/j c..: "'"" ~~1""4 ..C&l 
Cl e -
~~~ ~~ · "'" ... -.., "'"' == 0>00 .0 ·- "' ;;;Cia "" "'~ ~~a ""' "'"' en il: "' dCI bJ)~CI.I 
~ < -----------
$139,143 73 $879 95 
-- 3,464 53 
738,463 89 760,374 31 
293,526 66 130,780 91 
15,843 74 60,894 96 
24,955 95 57,827 70 
- -
- . 9 72 
97 13 
- -- 1,i95 27 -
1,156 19 16,494 48 
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Name; of appropriation~. 
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,::::: ~ .... ~ . 
6 <: »..::; s 
~·-:s~% 
Carrying into effect treaty with Chip-
pewas of Swan creek and Black river 
Removing Choctaws from Mississippi 
ll=l ll=l < ~ o(lj""' t-< "' >. CQ 
C'd ~- .... "'0 ..... 
"'.!!! .. >. 
>,<lt.>oj,.O 
ll=l "' >. ~ 
~ ~·-"'='­
Q.l.,S ~ >-. , 
>.'->c:Jtt:,.o 
CQ ------------------1--~---,---,·--!--!----·----·---·--
Civilization of Indians - • • 
Pro<·eeds 54 sections land • • 
Treaty with Pawnees • • • 
Expenses of commi~ion weRt • • 
Expenses of Pawnees, Ottoes, and Mis-
sourius • - • • 
Treaty with Senecas and Shawnees • 
Removing intruders on Creek lands • 
Arrearages ChNokee annuity • • 
Vaccination of Indians • 
Treaty with Delawares • . 
Payment to Choctaws for depredations 
by Osages and Camanches • • 
Holding treaty with 'Vyandots 
Carrying into effecl treaty with Mi-
amies, viz: 
Payment of claims • • 


























• 6,200 00 
• 38 03 
.. 131 27] 
• 258 74 







. 3,300 00 
! .9~arri~ lo ~.urplq~ f~!!d, 













Name~ of appropriations. 
Carrying into effect treaty with Chip-
pewas of Swan creek and Blac~ river 
Removing Choctaws from MJSSJSS!ppl 
Civilization oflndians - - -
Proceeds 51 sections of land -
Treaty with Pawnees - -
Expenses of comm1s&ion west 
Expenses of Pawnees, Ottoes, and Mis-
sourias - - -
Treaty with Senecas and Shawne~s -
Removing intruders on Creek lands • 
Arrearages Cherokee annuity- • 
Vaccination oflndians - -
Tr~aty with Delawares • • 
Payment to Choctaws for depredations 
by Osages and Camanches • • 
Holding treaty with Wyandots -
Carrying into effect treaty with Mia-
mies, viz: 
Payment of claims • -
Building$ and improvements 
No. 14-Continued. 
Amount disbursed. '"" "'" .0 .. 
' t4)Q)~ 
~ ~:o.o ~ 
~ rn 3E-~ 
~ ., . 
In 2d quarter of 1840. In 3d quarter of 1840. 
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N:~mes of :tppropriaticms. 
Carrying into rifect treaty wita Mi· 
aru,ie.", viz: 
Surv~ying and marking bonnd;u y -
Expe> ses auending the examination of 
claims - - - • 
CJmmi~siCiner to examine cl:tims -
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Corn rrops - • • • 
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To enable the Executive to purchase 
Wa-pau ~cha'~ land • - -
Omal!as. 
Expenses of fencing and clearing ground 
Salary of farmer - - • 
Sacs and Fo.7;cs. 
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c!aims .. .. • • 





"' "' .... 
F-<ei .,.., 






















. 1J ~d "' = ""' -co "' a>B ._,o ... ., .... -a _.,
.~ ~ -:::;.._, Q 0 .... ~ "'~ ... 0 o"' p..~ "'"' ,.<:: 0 u, "'"' .,- .... "' ~ Q.. 
""~ """' osc c"' §-~.o UlJ-o "'"' »"'-..cli:i cn.9 .0 '' 
"'"' s Q -c:.:: ,.<::00 "'"' .,.o -os "'~ "C"' =oo ca., """" 
·- Q "''-.,._ Q..cl _o 
"'~ o-m Q Q :s ';j tiD (I] :s 







'-'"'"' "''-'"' QJ·~ c.. 
~"a~ 
"'P-'0 
"""'"' Q .,.<:: pQ-
~-.g.s 
"'"'"' o· ..... ~ e ~.~ 
"'"'""' ~ P.Q 
~ ;-!. 
F-< 
Amount disbursed . 















§ p..~= . 
s.s ~~ s 
~ li'·§~-5 



































4,000 00] $4,000 00 
800 00 
80000 












Io 2d quarter of 1840. In 3d 11uarter of 1840. 
t ~ -~ .; .; ·~ ... ~ 
;:; !;:;O,S., ;:: <S0-92;! ::s-amcs of appropria(io~. o~~d ... ... 0 .... ~ ~ 
0.0 l:.cs~:-s M "'"''0 '" ., ~s ;:;·a "' """' e.o ·E~~g ~0 ·E ~~~g "' .:: 'en =' 0.~-- . ~ P.."" .... • ... f) 5:::::0...~8 = g.S oo ~ ~ p ;j·-.. s~~ ..Q ~ ~-.§~-:: ~ "' ~ ~:§] ~ ~ QJ~ r:: . ~ '0 
>, >,CJ (,)=.a >, ~1:,)()(0,0 
~ ~ ~ ~ 
-
CP rryi11g into effect treaty witk .Mia· 
mtes. VJZ : 
Sur\'Cymg nnrl mnrl<ing bonndary • - - - -Expenses attending the examination of 
claims - - - - - - - -Cummissi0ner to examine claims - - - - -
Pottawato nies, viz: 
Corn crops - - - . - - - -Log· houses de:;troycd - . - - - - -Remo val ::nct subsistence - - - - - -To t:nablc the Executive to purchase 
'Va pau scha's land • - - - - - -
Ouwl..as. 
Expcnspsof fencing and clearing ground - - - -Sala1 y of farmer - - - - - - -
Sacs mu! Poxes. 
Expcn~es of commi,sioner to uamine 




.o,. ~ "' ~~- .. . .. ~co ~d ~&3 "'Cll ......... J!?§ ~'": 0 I 
·~o .,gf I so~ '"t:SMO '0 • 
~~Cb a a. ' o<'> <!::"' .o,JJ c.8 p.O-
0 so~ 
"'""' e:a S~M f~ ,..c:., "'~ ... --o 'OC.. "'., c c "'"' ... 00.0 ·~ ., :::;00 'Olea "' <>H ""' ~~~ "'"' l 
.., .... 
"= ""' ~.0 I!: "' ,!l::S "' bJJ~OO .. d < ~ ~ ----- -------
- - $200 00 
~~,, - :!80 00 - 1,080 00 
- - 742 50 -
11,000 oo: 600 00 - 39,000 00 
$4,000 00 I 
- - 800 00 - - 800 00 
- - 1,500 00 - - 600 00 
•QJG>o-d 
~:a,D ~ 
C1J -~ 2·! 
~8:~~~ 
'g~a.r~:i 
8.~~3 g i 




§ ·"' £ s 
og ~-c·., 






















Names of appropriation~ 
Expenses of procuring rations for Sacs 
and Foxes - • - • 
Sioux. 
Balance of expenses of commis5ioner 
to examine claims - - • 
Creeks. 
Payment for investigating frauds in 
reservations - - - _ 
'Expenses of removal and subsistence • 
PaymP.nt in stock animals - • 
Interest on $350,000 five per cent. stock 
To pay claims of the Mcintosh party • 
Purchase of stock animals for hostile 
Creeks - - - -
To meet expenses of distributing stock 
cattle - - • • • 
Cherokees. 
Payment for missionary impronrnents 
Compensation to commissioner • 
Chippewas of Saganaw. 
Payment for 40 acres of land • 
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Nn!UGS of appropriations. 
. 
Expenses of procuring rations for Sacs 
and Foxes • • • • 
Sioux. 
Balance o_f exfe!lses of commissioner 
to examme c a1ms • • • 
Creeks. 
Payment ~or investigating frauds in 
reservatiOns - - - -
Expenses of removal and subsistence -
Payment in stock animals - -
Interest on $350,000 five per cent. stock 
To pay claims of the Mcintosh party • 
Purchase of stock animals for hostile 
Creeks - - - -
To meet expenses of distributing stock 
cattle • - • • 
Cherokees. 
Payment for missionary improvements 
Cornpens1tion to commissioner • 
Chippewas of Saganaw. 
Payment for 40 acres ofland - -
Expeoses of negotiating treaty . 
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Names of appropriation~. 
Osages. 
Annnity - - -
Blacksmith's establishment - -
Cows, cal\·e~, plough~, &c. . -
Houses for chief., - -
Claims for depredatio!JS -
Commissioner to examine claims 
Payment for re>ervations -
Reimbursement of annuily . 
lou· as. 
Payment of interest -
Building houses . - -
llliscellaruou~. 
Completing survey with the Delawares, 
and for expen~es of locating Miamies 
and Winnebag-oes - - -
Expenses of holding trealy wilh Stock-
bridge Indians - • -
Physician to vaccinate Indians -
Carrying into effect treaty wilh Stock-
bridge and Munsee Indians -
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Annuity • • • 
.Blacksmith's establishment -
Cows, calves, ploughs, &c. -
Houses for chiefs - • 
Claims for depredations • 
Commissioner to examine claims 
Payment for reservations • 
Reimbursement..of annuity • 
Iov;as. 
Payment of interest -
Building houses -
Miscellaneous. 
Completing survey with the Delawares, 
and for expenses of locating Miamies 
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Expenses of holding treaty with Stock· 
bridge Indians - - -
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Ko: 15. 
Statement slwwiug the condition of the civilization fund. 
Balance to credit of the fund, 1st January, 1840 
Appropriated in 1840 -
Deduct amount of payments to 30th Sept., 1840 
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Ottowas, Chippewas, and Pottawatomies 
Ottowas and Chippewas 
Osages 
Delawares 
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri 
Winnebagoes 
Winnebagoes 
September 24, 1819 
October 16, 1826 
September 24, 1827 
October 27, 1832 
October 23, 1826 
August 11, 1827 
May 6,1828 -
October 24, 1832 
September 27, 1830 
September 27, 1830 
March 24, 1830 
September 18, 1823 
May 13, 1833 -
September 11, 1833 
October 8, 1833 
May 24, 1834 -
F'ebmary 11, 1833 
September 26, 1833 
March 28, 1836 
June 25, 1825-
September 24, 1829 
October 21, 1837 
September 15, 1832 






























Protestant Episcopal Chmch. 
Schools in the nation. 
Schools in the nation. 
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No. 17. 
Report of William Armstrong, agent for the Choctaws, and acting su-
1Jerintendent western territory. 
CHoCTAW AGENCY, October 1, 1840. 
Sm: It is customary to lay before the department, annually, on the 1st of 
October, a report of the condition and improvement of the several Indian 
tribes within this superintendency. This will be done briefly, owing to 
the various and multiplied duties that have lately devolved 11pon me, as 
well as from the fact that since my last annual report there is but little 
change tu notice. 
It is gratifying to be able to state that peace and tranquillity exist between 
the different tribes, as "'ell as towards the Government of the United States. 
'fhe assembling of such numerous and warlike tribes upon our western 
bor~ers was well calcnlated to produce nn unfavorable impression with 
many as to the propriety of the removal of the aborigines from their late 
locations. They are now beyond the c!Jartered limits of any State or 'l'er-
l'itory, and will act \vith the full conviction that their present home is the 
last allotted to them; and with the promise of the Government for their 
protection, and a rigid fulfilment of treaty stipulations, there is bnt little to 
be apprehended from difficulties. 
Civilization is spreading through the Indian coHntry, ami where but a 
few years past the forest was untouched, in many places good farms are to 
be seen; the whole face of the eountry evidently indicating a thrifty and 
prosperous people, possessing within themselves the means of raising fine 
stocks of horsPs, cattle, and hogs, and a country producing all the substan-
tials of life with but a moderate portion of lubor. 'l'he Government of the 
United States, with great liberality, have supplieu many of the tribes with 
agricultural implements and stock animals; schools have been establi;>hed; 
and every inducement set forth to the difrerent tribes to become an agricul-
tural people. 'fhe chEtse, as a source of profit, has gradually been dis-
pensed with , and but fe\v follow it, except at intervals of leisure-more as 
an amusement than from any prospect of gain. 
The Choctaws are settled above the State line of Arkansas, commencing 
at Fort Smith, and running due south to Red river, embracing a country 
between the Arkansas and Red river of about 150 miles in width, and up-
wards of 200 in leng-th. They have not only a large extent of country, 
but one fiu beyond their wants, well adapted to stocks and grain growing 
in the middle and northern part, and iP. the south particularly suited to the 
l'aising of cotton. Many of thfluatives have large fields, the production of 
which is yearly increasing. Cotton-gins are erecting throughout the coun-
try, with grist and saw-mills; and i'n one part of the nation salt water has 
been found, at which salt is manufactured by Col. David Folsom, an intel· 
Jigent and enterprising Choctaw, who has both the ability and disposition 
to make an adequate supply for consumption. Iron ore has been found in 
the nat!on, as well as specimens of gold, which is represented by several of 
the natives to be fonnd in the conn try. 
The Choctaws are governed by a written constitution and laws; the 
nation is divided into three districts, each electing: every four years, a chief. 
The general council meets annually on the firr;t Monday in October; the 
members are elected by the qualified voters in each district. The council 
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consists of 30 members in one body; the three chiefs having the veto power 
o_ver all laws that Gre passed-subJect again to he passed, two-thirds concur-
nng-. This is in imitation of our senatorial branch. Whe!l the council 
meet~., a speaker is appointed, with a clerk, who records the proceedings. 
Proper decorum is observed, the speaker is addn!ssed in the customary way, 
and every thing conducted as is m:ui\l in legislative bodies. The general 
council-house is a large and commodious bL1ilding, fitted up with seats for 
spectators, and rooms for committees. The council generally adjourns in 
about ten days. 'l'he members are paid, fi·om the funds of the nation, two 
dollars per day. The nation is divided into judicial districts; trials by jury, 
and appeal to the highest tribunal, are allowed. 'l'here is no enforcemt~nt for 
the collection of debts; thi s depends upon the honor of the debtor. It is 
usual, however, to pay their debts. The military department of the nation 
is intrusted to a general, elected by the people, with 32 captains in each dis-
trict. The Choctaws are the only tribe that have passed laws prohibiting 
the introduction of ardent spirits into thei r country. 'l'he intelligent por-
tion of the nation feel that intempcra11ce in the Indian country is the worst 
of evils, and have wisely determined to use thei r influence against it. 
Trade is carried on in diflercnt parts of the nation. A large portion of the 
traders are Choctaws, who rnake their pnrchases in New York and New 
Orleans, and carry on trade sucress tnll y with their own people. Spinning 
aud weaving- arc carried on in mnnv parts of the nation. Blacksmiths are 
furnish ed under treaty stipulations,' many of wht>m are natives, and, in 
every instance, tbe assistants arc l'Cflnir.;d to be from the nation. In this 
way, in a few y~ars the public shops will nil he snpplied by the nntiv·es; aud 
when these treaty stipulatious expire, the nation will have blacksmiths 
within themselves. 
From the foregoing, it may be seen that the Choctaws nre improving. 
They have had mnch to contel1'1 with by sickness, bnt every year, as they 
become acclimated, they are more healthy. 1'hey may be very properly 
regarded as amougst the most intelligent of the Indian tril.Jcs. It is their 
boast that they never, as a nation, shed American blood iu war; but, on 
the contrary, whenever called npon, they have freely entered into the ser-
vice of the United States. Snell a tribe, with such feeliu gs, located as they 
a.re, may well be regarded as a barrier and protection to onr western fron-
twr. 
'l'hc Chickasaws have settled promiscnously amongst the Choctaws. 
By agreement between the two tribes, the Chickasaws were to have the 
J>rivilege of forming a district within the Choctaw nation. 1'bey were to 
be governed by the same laws, aml to constitute a fonrth district in the 
nation, to have an equal represetltltion in the g.'neral council, and in every 
res pee: to be placed on the ~a me fi)()ti n~, except that each were to receive their 
annuities S!~parately. F'or t.ili<; privilege the Chickasaws paid the Choctaws 
fivtJ hnndred and thirty thonsnnd dollars; thirty thonsaod the first year after 
the agreement, and the half million to be in vested for the benefit of the Choc. 
taws, !Jy the Government. This arrangement was advantageon~ to both 
panies. 'l'he Chickasaws, by their treaty, received the benefits of the sale of 
their lands at pnblic auction, and were without a home, with ample means 
to pnrchasc one. They each spoke the same language, and, having liv.ed 
neH;hbors. before their emi~ration, had intermarried in many instnuces With 
each other. Dut few of the Chidmsaws llavc settled in the district assigned 
them; they bave the privilcg;e of settling iu any part of the nation. Lately 
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their agent has been directed to locate himself within the district. This 
was considered essentially necessary, as the Chicka'>aws have large sums 
of money that will be expended amongst them. They have the means of 
carrying ou schools and the mechamc arts, and, without their agent being 
permanently settled in the district, they wonld not remove there themselves. 
An additional inducement a·rises from the fact that several scattering bands 
have settled in the Chickasaw 'district, and have been in the hubit of dep· 
redating upon the Chickasaws. Under these circumstances, I have directecl 
the agent to select a site and locate in the district. 'I'he Chickasaws have 
not only wealth in invested funds, but many of them possess a handsome 
property. When they shall concentrate and begin to receive the benefits 
of their investments, either in money, agricultural implP-ments, or in schools, 
they will be able, or at least have the pecuniary means, to do more for their 
people than any other tribe. 1\iany are, however, indisposed to labor, which, 
from the liberality of the treaty, they have, until lately, been enabled to live 
without. It may therefore be questioned whether their wealth is not an evil, 
and if they would not do better were they more dependent upon their own 
exertions. It cannot be donhted that they reqnire a vigilaut and active agent 
to incite them to labor. 'l'hey have some educated and respectable indi-
viduals in the tribe, bnt education has not ditfnsed itself through the great 
body of the people. They arc prone both to old laws and cnstoms, and are 
reluctant to unite with the Choctaws according to the treaty. They have 
made a better crop this year than usnal, and have aiso some cattie and hogs. 
'They bronght with them a number of horses, and, with a little industry, 
.could raise their own subsistence. 
The Cherokees are situated above the Arkansas line, on the north side of 
the river, with the State of Missouri on one side, and the Osa~es, Creeks, 
and Choctaws upon the other. 'l'bey have hnd nlllny difficulties to con-
tend with, since the great body of the emigrants came over, with dissensions 
amongst themsel-ves, threatening at one time civil war between dlll'erent 
parties; consequently, a general neglect of cultivating their crops, with 
sickness usual to all unacclimated persons. Under snch circnmstances, the 
Cherokees, ns a nation, have diminished in nnmbers since their removal, 
and have greatly neglected the ed~cation of thei r people. They have 
many highl}r intelligent individuals among them; and as peace for the 
present seems to be restored, it is to be hoped they will turn their attention 
_ to the improvement of their people. U11der the late treaty with the United 
States, large sums of money are to be paid dift"tlrcnt indtvidnal Cherokees. 
'rhis money is now being paid; and, with all the advantages of a good coun-
try, (inferior to none owned by any ludinn tribe,) the Cherokees, who 
were looked upon before their emigration as the most advanced tribe in 
civilization, have 0uly to become united, and settle down permanently 
upon their lands, to be looked up to by their red brothers in the west. The 
Cherokees are governed by written laws: they sBiect, annually, members 
to the general council, which meets on the first M:mdav in October: they 
have t\\·o branches, consisting of an upper and lower honsc; a speaker and a 
.clerk are elected. and the nsnal fimns in Jco·i~lativc bodies observed. Courts 
are held throngl{ont the nation, which is Jn'id f'Ut in judicial districts. They 
have sheriffs and othrr offieers, and collect debts in the customary way-
reserving certain property, snch as a bPd, a work.horse, cow, &c., from ex-
ecution. The Cherokees own many valnable horses; have fine stocks of 
cattle, hogs, and sheep. A portion of their country is prairie, affording 
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abundance of good grass, which is cut at the proper season, for winter. 
Potatoes and other vegetables grow well. Some portion of the nation is 
well adapted to the cultme of wheat, whicb will, in a few years, be exten-
sively cultivatet.l. T!Jere are bnt few milts in the nation, owing to the fact 
that the streams, at certain seasons, faiL Many of the Cherokees spin and 
weave their own garrneuts. 'l'hev dress, (with very few exceptions,) in the 
customary way, ant! speak the English language, as a people, more than 
any other tribe. 
Salt water is found in many parts of the nation. At the grand saline 
owned by Captain Rogers, a Cherokee, a sufficiency is marle for home con· 
sumption, and, without doubt, a much larger supply could be manufactured. 
'l'bey have also blacksmiths, wheelwrights, and wagon-makers, furnished 
by the Government. The general aspect of the country exhibits a closer 
resemblance to civilization than perhaps any other tribe. Good and com-
fortable houses are found genera !I y in the nation. Many of the traders are 
Cherokees; who show great capacity for carrying on mercantile business. 
The Cherokees have a large fund invested by the Goverument for the na-
1ion, and also a fund for education purposes. With such advantages, and 
a country well adapted for agriculturnl purposes, they may be considered 
as more highly favored than many of our own States. 
1'he Creeks have been looked upon heretofore, and have given evidence 
that they are good warriors. They have been involved in several wars 
with the United States; but since their late removal they have evinced the 
~realest desire to be friendly. They are turning their attention to educa-
tion, and express a great desire for schools in their nation. They are be-
ginnin~ to pass laws for the government of their people, such as are deemed 
.advisable in their incipient stage of ad van cement. '!'heir conn try i& bounded 
by the Cherokees on one side, extendiJJg to our western boundary, and 
separated from the Choctaws by the Canadian, on the other. They have 
a rich and fertile country, prodncing corn, beans, pumpkins, melons, pota-
toes, &c., in great abundance; they are more disposed to work than any 
other tribe, and are proverbial for raising corn. Salt water or minerals of 
any kind have not been discovered in the Creek country. Durin~ the 
present year the Government have f11rnished, under treaty stipnlations, a 
large quantity of stock animals, consisting of cattle and bogs; these were 
greatly needed by the Creeks: they have now a. good stock to commence 
with, and will be able, within themselves, to raise all the substantials of 
life with even a small portion of labor. 'l'hey have blacksmiths, and wheel-
wri~hts, and wagon-makers, furnished by treaty. Their country is not con-
~idered so healthy, or so well watered, as the Choctaws' or Cherokees'. It 
IS eqnally as rich aud prodnctive. It is exposed to the western prairies, and 
in winter is extremely cold. 'l'hP. past season has been one of better health 
than usual. The crops, owino- to the drought, are somewhat shortened; but 
still an ample supply is mad"e, with a snrplus for sale. It is usual for the 
Creeks to fnrnish large quantities of corn for public purposes to the garrison 
at Fort Gibsr,n. 
T~te Creek country, taken generally. possesses hut few water privileges, 
and 111 some parts timber is searce. The river bottoms are wide and ex-
tensive, covered with cotton-wood, hackberry, black walnnt, gnm locust, 
sycamores, and pecau; and the uplands have oak and hickory, &c. \Vi thin 
the last year a band of Piankeshaws (embracing perhaps a majority of the 
tribe) have settled amongst tl1e Creeks. They seem ~isposed to work, and 
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have the pern11SsiOn of the nation to settle down and cultivate the soiL 
'.rhe Creeks (says their agent, Colonel Logan) have adjusted the difficulties. 
which so long unhappily divided the nation; they have met in general 
council, and elected Roly Mcintosh as the principal chief, and are now en-
gaged in building a general council-house, at which the representatives 
from the whole nation are to meet annually to pass laws for the goverument 
of the people. This is an important and highly advantageous arrangement 
for the Creeks, and will be the means of concentrating the whole energies 
of tile nation, and producing harmony and good -will throughout. 
The Seminoles are considered a constituent part of the Creek nation ; 
they speak the same language, and many of them are the same people. 
They are located, by agreement, with the Creeks, between the Arkansas 
and the Deep fork of the Canadian, above the Creek settlement. They have 
made soml) improvements, and raised some corn. 'l'he Government have 
liberally, by appropri'-ttions, rendered them assistance; but the Seminoles are 
but little inclined to labor. They have lately strongly solicited the Govern-
ment to send back a few of their people, in order to bring away the ~emi­
noles now in Florida. They state that their fate is unknown to their 
fi:iends in }<'lorida; the general impression prevailing-, that when taken they 
have either been killed; or have died since their emigration. They urge 
further, that when they shall return and present tbemscl ves to their bre-
thren, and inform them tlJat they have not only a country sufficient for 
their wants, bnt that they have been fed and. liberally provided for by 
the Government, they wiil consent to emigrate. A delegation is now 
sBlccted, and will in a few days set out. The Seminoles have a black-
smith, nnder trBaty stipulations: they have many dilficulties about negro 
vroperty. It is to be rec:retted that tlmy were ever permitted to bring a 
negro with them; th:ly exercise an improper intluence over them, and show· 
a bad example to other slaves. 
'l'he Osages remain without much change ; great exertions have been 
made to induce them to become au ugricultnral people. Stock animals, 
with agricnltnral implements, have been furnished them, and other liberal 
provision made, without changing the wandering- and hnnting life of the 
Osages. 'l'hey have llO\V a11 energetic and faithfnl agent, who will use 
every effort to prodnce a change. There are yet a number of stock ani-
mals to be furnished under treaty stipulations; and these the department 
has wisely determined to furnish periodically, that they may he spared for 
stock raising. Mills are also to be erected, and cabins bnilt for the chiefs, 
blacksmiths furnished, and, in fine, every thing that humanity could dic-
tate to save a once powerful tribe from extinction. Great complaints (and 
justly, no doubt) have been made by other Indian tribes, and our own citi-
zens, of the depredations of the Osag-es; game ha· become sc::trce, the buf-
fillo has receded, and, with but little means of subsistence, they have kJlled 
stock, &c., wheicver fonnd. There is one band of the Osages that are in- · 
clined to work: these, witl1 proper exertions of their ngent, may do much 
to make a becrinning- with the others to cnltivate the soil. 'l'heir country 
is snflicientlylargeand productive to alford an ample support; it only re-
quires a very moderate share of labor, which, from the scarcity of game, 
and tile determination of the other tribes not to be uepreclatcd npon longer, 
will afford a powerful incitement for the O"ages to do f;Omething for them· 
selves. The Osages are the least civilized of any of the tribes of this su-
perintendency; they h<tve uo schools amongst them, and are not inc lined 
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to education ; they have funds for that purpose, which, \Vhen a favorable 
opportunity offers, will be applied. I rely greatly, indeed mainly, upon the 
exertions of the agent, aided by the liberal provisions ready to be fnrnished 
the Osages, to place them upon an equal f(10ting with thei r red brethren. 
The chase must be given up, and habits of industry gradually inculcated. 
Prudence requires that the ample means now in the hands of the Govern-
ment be economically used, as circumstances may justify, for the advance· 
ment of the Osages, as it could scarcely be expected that additional funds 
would be given by the Government. 
The Neosho sub-agency includes the Senecas, Senecas and .Shawnees, and 
Quai_Jaws; until very lately they have been in charge ofR. A. Cfillaway, Esq., 
who 1s now transferred to the Osages. 'l'he Senecas, at the hlst payment oft he 
annuity, numbered one hundred and seventy-five i they cultivated upwards 
oftwo hundred acres in corn, and about twenty in garden vegetables, such as 
are common amongst the whites. They have, also, raised about one hun-
dred acres in wheat and oats; their crops are very fine; they have an am-
ple support for th Rir own consumption. Besides, they have a good grist 
and saw-mill, which is reported to be in fine order, and to have rnn the 
whole season. The grist-mill mannfi1c tures good flour, and also grinds 
corn for the citizuns of Missouri. Unfortunately, this band are located too 
near the line, and are much given tn intoxication. 'l'hey have nothing- to 
do but to go a few miles to the line, to obtain spirits, which is kept for their 
accommodation. UndPr such circnmstnuces, it is not to be wondered 
that the Senecas are a drinking prop\e. 'rltcy have a mill furnished them 
by the Government, a blacl·smith, iron and steel, and, like all other tribes, 
have a rich and fertile country. . 
Senecas and 8/zawnees.-'l'hese people are represented by their agent as 
good farmers and stock-raisers. 'l'bcy cultivated this year from two hun-
dred and fifty to three hundred acres in corn, wheat, oats, and every species 
of culinary plauts common amongst western farmers. 'l,hey have good 
stocks of horses, cattle, and hogs. They numbered, at the last payrneut of 
annuity, two hundred and twenty-two souls. They are an iudnstrious 
and frugal people, and much less addicted to drinking spirits than many of 
their neighbors. They have a blacksmith furnished th':lm under treaty 
stipulations; possessit1g a good conntry, with stock of ail kinds, with habits 
of industry, from which they raise a sufiiciency of grain for their own 
lise, they may be regarded as having all the substantials of life necessary 
for the comfort of their peopie. 
The Quapaws are the last remaining band under the Neosho sub-agent. 
They are represen ted by their ag-ent ns lazy, and much addicted to drinking 
whiskey; more so than any of the bands around them. They have a. 
farmer, under treaty stipulation~, who has done what he could to restrait1 
them from intemperance, and to induce tllern to aid him in his labor. A 
portion of the tribe' nre on Red river, and they take up a good portion of 
their time in passing backward and forward to see each other. 'l'hey have a. 
blacksmith, furnished al so by treaty stipulation . They have lately had 
thirty cabins erected by the Government; they own bnt little stock, and 
cultivate this year about one hnndred acres in corn, and that indifferently 
worked. 
It ca!lnot be doubted that the Government have acted with great liber-
ality to the different Indian tribes. Sound policy, as well as a proper re· 
gard for national faith, requires a strict t'nlfilment of treaty stipula tions; but, 
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at the same time~ it may well be qnestioned whether they should not be left 
to a greater extent to depend more upon their own exertions. The intro-
duction of the mechanic arts, with the estnblishment of schools throughout 
the Indian country, is calculated to do more substantial good than the pay-
ment of large sums of money: this creates a dependf'nce upon the Govern-
ment, and a regular waiting from one annuity to another for money. The 
plan lately and wisely adopted, of investing Indian funds in stocks for the 
benefit of the different tribes, is one not only calculated to preserve for ben-
eficial purposes the principal of the investment, but it prodnces a proper 
feeling for the perpetuity of our Government, and makes all feel that they 
have a common interest at stake with the great American family. 
Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
WM. ARMSTRONG, 
Acting Superintendent Western 1'erritory. 
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD, Esq., 
Commissioner of indian A.ffairs. 
No. 18. 
Report of Joshua Pilcher, Superintendent of Indian A./fctirs, at St. Louis. 
SuPERINTENDI':NCY OF INDIAN AFFAIRs, 
St. Louis, November 4, 184.0. 
SIR: In transm1ttmg my accounts for the past quarter, which are for-
warded unusually late,-from causes well understood by the department, it 
is propP-r that I should accompu,ny them with a report on the situation of 
the Indians within my superintendency; but, as the reports from the several 
agents and sub agents, which accompany this communication, afford ample 
information upon the subject, it is only deemed neces~ary to transmit and 
refer you to them. 
The report of Major Cummins inuicates an essentinl improvement in the 
physi~al condition of all the tribes uuder his superintendence, with the ex-
<:eption of the Kanzas, and roffnrds a very satisfactory guaranty for their fu· 
ture pragress in the only habit that can save them from starvation ; while, 
judging from the reports of the se\'eral teachers in his agency, the intellect-
ual improvement among the several tribes is greater than could have been 
expected. The mnjot 's report affords very satisfactory evidence of the ju-
dicious application of the means furnished for the improvement of Indians, 
and of the exercise of a very salutary influence over all the tribes in his 
agency. 
* .. * .. 
Within the Council Bluffs agency, embracing- the Ottoes, J\'lissourias, 
Omahas, and several bands of Pawnees, all is qniet, and no material changes 
have taken plaCfl in the condition of any of those tribes since last year. 
The little difficulty which has exist<-d, at intervnls, for many years, be-
tween the Kanzas nncl Ottoe~, is no donbt satisfactorily settled, as will be 
seen by Mr. Hamilton's report. Tile aunuitit·s for the Omahas, under the 
treaty of the 15th Julv, 1830, cease this year, aud leave that well-disposed 
little tribe very destititte; nnd, as it may become necessary, in cousnmmat-
ing the wise policy of the Government, to purchase a small portion of their 
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country south of the Missouri river, which they would most willingly sell, 
it would be a great relief to them, and be a means of securing a continua11ce 
of the friendly relations that have always subsisted between them "and our 
frontier citizens. 
Mr. Cooper, the sub-agent for the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawato-
miP-s, has fumished quite a flattering report-I fear a little more so tban the 
actual state of things will jnstify. 'l'he location of these bands is so unfavor-
able, and so well calculated to invite and facilitate an illicit intercourse with 
the very worst description of whites, as to render it almost impossible for 
any agent to preserve order and enforce the intercourse law; and, I have 
been informed by the gentlemen sent up to make the last payrneu t, thatt 
but for the timely and judicious arrival of Colonel Kearny with a detach-
ment of dragoons, and his kind assistance, it would have been impractica. 
ble to make tile payment. 
'l'he little difficulty referred to by l\Ir. Cooper, with four or five straggling 
young men from the Sioux, I conceive to be the result of accident, and that 
it has nssnmed a degree of importance, and created an alarm amoug the 
Pottawatomies, not justified by the circumstance, as such a thing may never 
occur again; and, regarding it in this light, I am enabled to say that gen-
eral peace prevails among all the border tribes within the snperintendeucy; 
and that, so far as I can judge from the information received, there is not 
the slig-htest reason to apprehend any serious difficulty between the Indians 
and our frontier citizens, and that more tranquillity has not existed at any 
period during thP. last twenty years. 
it .. * * * * • •· 
1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOSHUA PILCH8R, 
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD, Esq. 
Superintendent Indian Affairs. 
Commissioner of lndinn Affairs. 
No. 19. 
Report of Richard W. Cummins, agent, Port Leavenworth. 
FOR'l' LEAVENWORTH AGENCY, 
Septembtr 30, J 840. 
Sta: ln compliance with your instructions, I respectfully submit the fol -
lowing repo1t relative to the condition of the Indians within this agency. 
1n regard to the Shawnees, Delawares, Kickapoos, and Kanzas, I might 
refer 'YOil to my last annual report: as there is no very material change since. 
'l'he three first-named tribes have raised bountiful crops of corn, largely 
over what they will need for home consumption ; also, an abundance of 
cabbages, polatoe8, beans, pumpkins, turnips, and many other vegetables: 
they also raise a number of hogs, cattle, and horses. I think, sir, it may be 
fairly said that they are in a prosperous condition. 
Kanz as. 
This tribe follows the chase. As usual, they have, I believe, raised about 
corn euongh to snpply their wants; they raise pumpkins, beans, and some 
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<>f them cabbages, turnips, and potatoes. They advance very slowly in 
agricultural pursuits. I think, however, they are gaining some; at lea5t, 
some have left the village, built small cabins, and enclosed small fields of 
two and three acres with rails made by themselves, and have a few hogs. 
Stockbridges. 
Within thi: ugency, seventy-four in number emigrated last fall, and are 
located near the Missouri r iver, about four or five miles below the garrison 
Fort Leavenworth, on the D Jlaware lands. rrhe Delawares have given 
them permission to remain fur a few years, until a home is provided for them. 
'rhe Stockbridge Indians may be considered a civilized people. Since they 
have comH here, they have been industrious. 'l'hey procured some oxen> 
ploughs, and other agricultural implements, from the whites, on a credit un-
til they receive their annuity; by the assistance of which the ,most of them 
have built snug, convenient cabins, and have enclosed with rails and cultivate 
a sufficient quantity of ground to make corn and vegetables a plenty to sub-
sist on until the new cr0ps come in next year. 
Munsees. 
Those who emigrated last fall, at the same time and with the Stockbridges, 
and those that came about two years previous, (in all, about 183 persons,) are 
located among the Delawares, near the mouth of the Kanzas river, on a 
beautiful rich tract of country, with fine timber and water. These people 
came here poor, nnd remain poor. Many of them appear to be industrious, 
but !:lave little or nothing to work with, and no means to purchase. The most 
of them have managed to raise corn and vegetables sufficient to sabsist on un-
til the new crops come in. Many of them have labored for the white people 
this season, and made good hands in the harvest-field or elsewhere, and have 
m<\de money in this way. 
All the abovementioned tribes express a great desi re to live in peace and 
fri1mdship with the whites, and I have no doubt of their sincerity. Some 
Jittle difficulties exist between the Delawares and Osages, which are not yet 
settled. The Kanzas and Ottoes have been at war for some time past ; the 
Kanzas chiefs are at this time on a visit to the Ottoes, for the purpose of 
making a fair and equitable settlement of all their difficulties. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Major J. PILCHER, 
RICHARD W. CUMMINS, Indian Agent. 
Superiutendent of lndian Affairs. 
No. 20. 
Report of Josep!t V. Hamilton, agent, Council Bluffs. 
COUNCIL BLUFFS AGENCY, 
Belle View, Upper Missouri, September 30, 1840. 
SrR: 1 have the honor to transmit to you this my report of the state of 
the Indians within my agency, for the year ending with the above date. 
Commencing with the Ottoes and Missour,ias, I am happy to be able to-
say that they have done better during the past year than during several 
previous years. 'l'hus I am informed by those who have had the best oppor-
tunities to lmow their conduct. 'l'hey have had two farmers, who hava 
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succeeded hy their effurts to induce them, w·ith their assistance, to culti-
vate the field prepared for them by our Government. In this they have 
raised a very good crop af corn the present season, amounting to about 
three thousand bushels. 'l'hey have also raised a large quantity on the 
little patches they have cultivated in different places. The Ottoes and' 
Kanzas have for several years past been in the habit of committing dep* 
redations on each other. A few days since, J met a party of the Kanzas, 
which had been sent for that purpose, at the Ottoe village, and succeeded 
in effecting a peace between the two tribes. The Ottoes have had no teacher 
since the death of the Rev. Moses Merrill, in February last. I would re-
commend that a teacher be still granted them, as I am convinced that they 
would be benefited by his services. 
The Omahas continue to follow the chase, much as heretofore. They 
still manifest their former friendly disposition towards the whites. As f 
am credibly informed, they have never committed any depredntion on their 
white friends-with a recent solitary exception, of which you h1lve already 
been informed. They may truly be said to be the white man's friend; 
and, as the period of their receiving annuities expires with the next year, 
I would cordially recommend them still to the favorable regards of our 
Government. 
As to the Pawnees, they still hunt the buffalo, and make corn on the 
patches they dig np with the hoe. I visited them lnst spring at their vil-
lages. They gave me a. most hearty reception, and expressed an anxious 
desire to improve their condition. I told them that, as soon as they should 
have removed to some place within their own country, where their agri-
cultural interests could be more effectually promoted, I would, on the part 
of onr Government, see that the treaty stipulations were fulfilled to them. 
In my visit to the Pawnees, I was accompanied by Mr. Dunbar, a mission-
ary ot the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, who 
has for the last six years resided with or near the Pawnees, and was of 
service to me in procuring seven Mexican boys, from the ages of twelve 
to sixteen, whom the Pawnees had, on the frontier of the Mexican country, 
captured. The Pawnees assured me they would take no more prisoners 
from the Mexicans. I have the bop! now under my care, and, as soon as 
an opportunity presents, I shall send them home to their friends. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOS. Y. HAMiLTON, 
Major J. PrLCHER, 
U. S. Indian Agent. 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Mo. 
P. S.-Last spring I had a census of the 
which was as follows:· 









Total - - 6,24.4 
The number of the Omahas I have not yet been able to obtain. I have 
recently taken an account of the Ottoes and Missonrias, and find their 
number to b(', in nil, 943. 
J. V. H. 
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No. 21. 
Uepol't of A. L. Davis, sub-agent, Osage river. 
OsAGE RIVER SuB-AGENCY, 
October 15, 18~0. 
Sm: I respectfully ask·leave to submit the following report of the affairs 
of my sub-agency: 
The site of the sub-ngency remains on the lands of the Weas, the.post 
office for which is Westport, Jackson county, Missouri. With the exceptioa 
of the Pottawatomies, the number of the tribes of which I have charge re-
mains alJOut the same as was reported last year, to wit: "\Veas, about two hun-
dred; Piankeshaws, about one hundred ; Kaskaskias and Peorias, two hun-
dred ; Ottowas, three hundred and fifty; and Chippewas, fifty. A recent 
arrival of five hundred and twenty-six emhrrants from the State of Indiana 
has increased the number of the Pottawatomies to about two thousand. 
The first five tribes continue to advance in civilization and comfort; fields 
are enlarged and buildings improved, and the number of cuttll:', hogs, and 
horses increased. Of the Pottawatomies, the earlier emigrants are bPcoming 
somewhat comfortably situated. They have been more industrious this year 
than usual, and have generally raised a sufficiency of corn and culinary 
vegetables for a comfortable supply until another crop can be gathered. Some 
of them have erected comfortable log-cabins for dwellings, and also com-
metwed the raising of cattle and hogs. The late emigrants are of course 
unsettled. The small amount of labor necessary in making farms in this 
prairie country, the exceeding fertility of the soil, the salubrity of the atmo-
sphert>, and the favorable gmzing in these 'regions of natural n.eadows, offer to 
thu tribes great encouragement in regard to fntme prosperity. Those of my 
charge are at peace among themselves und with all others, exceptiug depre-
dations which are occasionally committed on tlwir property by others, and 
for which there exist no laws or regulations either of the United States, or 
of intercourse between the tribes, which provide for a redress of such griev-
nncPs. 
Permit me respectfnlly to repeat my recommendation of the scheme 
which has been under consideration for some years, of organizing a civil 
government among the tribes. In the nature of things, it is not possible for 
any r·~ople to be prosperous, virtuous, and happy, without law. ·we have, 
only to suppose a case of ourselves similar to that of the Indian tribes, and 
the causes of their decline; and their protracted miseries are explained, nnd 
the remedies pointed out. 
* * ... * "* • i' * * 
I am: sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
ANTHONY L. DAVIS, 
Indian 8ttb-agent. 
Major JosHuA PILCHER, 
:Superintendent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Mo. 
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No. 22. 
Report of Stephen Cooper, sub-agent at Council Bluffs. 
CouNCIL BLUPF'S SuB-AGENCY, 
October 12, 1840. 
Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report, in compliance 
with instructions, on the subject of Indians within the Council Bluffs snb-
gency, their progress in civilization, agriculture, education, &c. 
Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies. 
'rhese tribes may Le termed united tribes, as they all live together, and~ 
.us one people, unite in all the l'arions pursuits of Indian life. 'l'he civil-
izatiOn of these people seems to be making considerclble progress. They are 
friendly towards all nations at presen t. 'l'hey have been visited this spring 
and summer by the Sacs, Pawnees, at1d Iowas; smoke together, and con-
tinue friends, and maniftst every disposition to live friendly with all rpan· 
kind. 
In the early p(lrt of last month, a party of Sioux (four in nmd.Jer) clan-
destinely made their way in here, and killed and scalped a Pottawatomie, in 
the vicinity of Billy Caldwell's village. On this being known, the Potta. 
watomies immediately pursued the Sioux, aud succeeded in coming up 
:with them; when a skirmish took place, in which one Pottawatomie was 
killed and one Sac wounded; also oue Sioux killed ancl one wounded, who 
made his escape along with the balance. This matter has caused con 
siderable excitement and alarm nmong&t the Pottawatomies, and they are 
uow under tile impression that a descent will be made upcn them in the 
course of the £'111. At the request of the chiefs, I sent an express (Kearny) 
with a party of dragoons. who arri\·ed here on the 29th ultimo ~ and remained 
until the Sth instant. 'rlw appearance of the troops established a degreB 
of confideur.e among the lottawatomies: and prevented the shedding of 
blood of a Sioux chief and his family, who came here in July last on a. 
friendly visit. 'I'he Pottawatomies have promised their protection, and to 
·conduct him back with u &t rong guard to his own country, so soon as his 
health will permit his travelling. 
Upon a general council held by Colonel Kearny nnd the Pottawatomiest 
rehttive to the removal of the band of Iowas who are living on their land, 
it was agreed that the lowas \vould not be taken a way by the troops, but 
strongly recommended the Iowas to move off at their own pleasure, as they 
id not wish them to remain npon their lands. Several Io\vas and their 
chiefs were present, and promised compliance. 
.. * * ... * t:· .. .. 
'l'he -ugricultnral pursuits of these people continue to ad vance. This year 
they have had a fine crop of corn and ground-provisions. Many of them 
have large fields, well fenced in, with good log-cabins, and are settled in 
villages from two to five, ten, and fifteen miles from the Council Bluff~ 
sub-agency-except Bigfoot's band, 'vho live upon the waters of the Nish-
, nebottona, abottt fifty miles east of this agency, \Thich band constitutes 
about one third of the nation. They have horses, cattle, hogs, and poul· 
try, with farming utensils, such as ploughs, hoes, &c. 
The tribes of which I have cbarge occupy a country which1 for situa-21 ' 
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1ion and fertility of soil, is second to none as a grain-growing and grazing 
eonntry. As for coal or minerals within the limits of this agency, there 
has, as yet, been none discovered. The scarcity of timber is its only fail-
ure. The country is rich and rolling, and well watered. 
The temporary buildings for the sub-agency are situated on the north 
side of the Mis~ou ri river, one mile east ot its junction with the river Platte, 
in a small walnut grove, surrounded by a small bottom prairie, dry and very 
fertile. 
There is but one blaeksmith and his assistant employed at this ngency. 
Although a very indnstrious man, he cannot perform one half the service 
actually reqn ired by the Indians. His dwelling bouse is scarcelr habitable, 
and the workshop is much too small for the purpose. I would sugorest to· 
the department the propriety of erecting buildings for the accommodatiou 
of the blacksmith and his assistant, us well as tile interpreter, and a proper 
sized wor}:;shop. 
'l'he assistant blacksmith, or striker, is a half-breed of the nation, and is a, 
steady and industrior1s young man. 
There is no farmer within my agency, and the Indians state that they do 
not wish for one. 
The total number of the tribes within my agency is about two thousand,. 
nve hundred anti fifty of whom are warriors. 
The introduction of ardent spirits still continues to a considerable extent, 
although not quite so great us heretofore. I trnst to be still able to reduce 
it considerably. 
'l'he half-breeds and Indians cannot be restrained from trading with the 
whites for spirits, which is transported by the latter from the settlements ll{)' 
to the line, and then introduced here by the former. 
* * * * * * .. * 
'l'he intercourse act has uot been infringed upon by any one. The li-
censed traders are seven in number. 
The Indiaus are all generally engaged iu preparing to start out on their 
fa1l hnnt. 
Having nothing of fmther importance to communicate, 
I remain, sir, respectfully, your obedient servnnt, 
STEPHEN COOPER, 
To Major JosHu,\ PILCHER, 
Superintendent Indian Affairs. 
No. 23. 
Indian Sub agent. 
Extract from the report of his excellency Robert Lucas, Governor of · 
lowa Territory, and ex-ojficio Superintendent Indian Affairs. 
While in the Indian country, I paid some attention to the improvements 
made for the Indians. 'l'he mills had both been swept away by high floods •. 
The Appenoose mill would not be worth repairing. The Soap Creek mills, 
I have been told by a gentleman of experience, could be repaired for about 
$1,500. This I think should be done, and a bolt added to it, so ns to en· 
4lb1e them to manufacture their wheat into flour. 
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The patron farm, as it is called by the Indians, containing thirty acres or 
upwards, as well as the farm at the agency, containing upwards of one 
hnndred acres, appeared to be in good repair, and had the appearance of 
having lx>en well cultivated. 
In Appenoose's field, there had been about eleven acres of wheat, which 
had been hanled and slacked in the fir.IJ. Nothing further had ever been 
done with this field since it had been ploughed and feBced. 'I'ho fences 
were down in places, and the fields grown o-ver with grass and weeds; and 
I should apprehend danger of the fences being burnt this fall, should the 
prnirie get on fire. 
Wappello's field has never been cultivnted in any thing since it was 
ploughed 11nd timcrd. The fences are down, and !Je told me in conversa-
tion witll him at his villnge, that it had never been of any benefit to him. 
A part of Keoknck's tleld was sowu last year with wheat, which has been 
harvested and stacked. Nothing fnrther has been done with this field. As 
I could not get across the river to the vi!l~ge, I can only speak from infor-
mation. I was told that the fences were do"~,l, and that there was some 
danger of the wheat being destroyed by the Indian horses. It is the opin-
iqn of Major Smith, 1he miller, that the re is wileat enough now stacked in 
the Indian fields, could it be properly saved and manufactured, to make 
them over a barrel of flour. 
'I'he Indians appear to set no store by the improvements m ade for them: 
Wappello, iu spenlung abont them, observed that thr.y did them uo good. 
He said he' di;,;liln~d the treaty; it appropria:ed a good deal of money for 
building mills a11d making farms for them, and paying farmers, and they 
got no hene!it from them at all. He mcntioucd that n part of the annnity last 
year was kept back for purposes of edncillion, and he did not know what 
was done with it. I reminded him that he, in connexion with Keokuck 
and Appenoose, after they had hnud{·d over to the American Fur Company 
lnst year the $40,000 of the annuity that carne on, gave them a draft for the 
$5,0rJ0 tl1at had been retained (()r the pnrposf;) of edncntion, and that I sup-
posed that it had been paid on the dra!t; otlJerwise, it would have been men-
tioned in the statement of fuuds remitted for the present year's annuity, 
which was not the cuse. He said he had not known any thing of it. 
'l'he Sac and Pox Indians, from once being warlike nod a terror to their 
enemies, are fast progressing towards extermination. And it seems to me 
that nothiug bnt emigTation from their present residence can wrest them 
lrom the avaricious control of the traders, and the blighting effects of intem-
perancP, which, combined, are fast hastening them to the lowest degree of 
degradation. I would, thereforn, re3pectfully solicit the attention of the 
deptntment to this subject. I am under the impression that the ensuing 
year would oo particularly favorable for treating with them for a cession of 
their whole country, and their removal south of Missouri. 'fhe situation 
of their country has hitherto been described to the department, and need 
oot be repeated. Could a treaty be held with them in their own country, 
nnd the iuflnence of all traders be excluded from such treaty, 1 have little 
donht but that a cession of their whole •:ountry could be obtained upon 
terms advantageous both to the Government and these Indians. 
'l'he difficulties between the Wiunebagoes and the Sac and Fox Indians, 
caused by the murder of some Winnebagoes last year by a war party of the 
Sac and Fox trihes, and the suilseqnent mnrder of two Fox Indians by 
.Winneoagoes, has noL been fi.m\lly arranged. By a treaty concluded be-
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tween these two tribes last July, the Sue and Fox Indians agreed to pay 
the Winuebagoes $5,000, (to cover the dead, as they call it.) But, soon alter 
the termination of the treaty, some Winnebago Indians visited the .Sac and 
Fox country as friends, and, on their return in company with some F'o:x: 
Indians, treacherously killed two of them. 'I'his murder suspended the 
fnlfilment of the treaty of July, and the money agreed to be paid to the 
Winnebagoes has been withheld to await the final arraugcment of tlle latter 
difficulty. While in the Indian conntry, 1 conversed with several of the 
Sac and 1<-.ox chiefs on this subject. Those of the independent party ap-
peared anxious to have the matter settled. They expressed their wish to 
have paid over to the Winnebagoes $4,000, and to retain $1,000, to be paid 
to the friends of the mnrdered Fox Indians. They thonght this course 
preferable to a demand for the surrender of the · \Viunebago Indinnf: who 
committed the mnrder. I conversed with \Vappello, tile chief of the band 
to whom the murdered Fox Indians belonged, and he was in favor of pay. 
ing the friends of the . deceased Fox Indians; but said that, according to 
their custom, the relatives of the deceased Indians had the control of the 
matter. 'l'he relatives being in the riila~e, the interpreter inquired what 
they wished to be done; they said they did not want the Winnebagoes sur-
. rendered; that it would do tbem no good; that tlH'y were poor; and if the 
arrangement could be made to pay them $ 1 ,OUO of the money tlmt was to 
be paid by their nation to the \Vinnebagoes, that they would be satisfied; 
but observed, at the same time, that if the money was paid to cover their 
dead relatives, they wanted it paid to themselves; that tbey did not wisfl it 
to come either into the hands of the chiefs, or the company, lest it might be 
withheld from them. 
The letter of the department on this subject was communicated to Cup-
lain Beach, with directions to correspond \dth Mr. Lowry, ngent for the 
Winnebagoes. I expressed to him my impressions, tflat to demand the sur-
render of the "Winnebagoes would be more likely to create difficulty than to 
settle the matter the other way, by retaining a part of the money to he paid 
them. 1 have not yet learned the result of this correspondence, bnt trust 
that the matter may finally he arranged to the satisfi1ction of all parties. 
When I view the present situation of the Winnebago Indians, placed as 
they are upon a narrow strip of land, o"ly forty miles wide, situated be-
tween the two belligerent tribes of Sioux and Sac and Fox Indians, and 
bounded in part by the white settlement on the northern fron.tier of our 
Territory, and consider the unfriendly state of feeling that <!Xists between 
many of these Indians and the Sacs and Foxes, I am firmly impressed 
with the belieftllat they cannot tong remain in their presmt situation with-
out collision .with the Sac and Fox Indians, and perhaps with the inhabit-
ants of the northern frontier of the Territory. 
While troops are stationed in their country, they may be restrained to re-
main in it, but no longer; and whenever they begin to wander beyond their 
own boundaries, we may expect a collision to ensue between them and 
the nei'ghboring 1,ndian51 and probably with the white settlements near the 
line. 
I am, therefore, of the opinion that a proper regard to the peace of our 
citizens on the frontier of the Territory, as well as the welfare of the In· 
dians, calls upon Government for prompt measures to remove them from 
their present temporary residence, to a permanent homfl south of the Mis-
souri river ; the consideration of which, I consider it my duty tQ press. 
emphatically upon the consideration of the department. ·· · 
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To the sugg-estions in my last year's report, relative to a cession of Sioux 
land south and east of Blne Earth river, as well as the suggestions relative 
to the laws regulating Indian affairs, I would respectfully solicit the atten-
tion of the dep1.1rtment. 
No. 24. 
Report of Amos J. Bruce, agent, St. Peter's. 
ST. PETER's AGENCY, IowA 'TERRITORY, 
September 30, 1840. 
SIR: In compliance with the instructions of the departmeut, I have the 
honor to report the condition of the Indians within this agency, so far as I 
am acquamted with tlwm. The short time I have been in office prevents 
my being able to give as full a description of their situation as c;ould be 
desired. 
'l'he .Madawakanton bands of the Sioux, in the year 1837, ceded to Gov-
ernnwnt all their lands on the east side of the Mississippi river, together 
with all the islands. In consequence of this cession, the Government p:ty 
to said tribes large annuities in provisions, ~oods, and specie; furnish stock 
and agricultural implements; pay farmers, physicians, and blacksmiths; fur-
nish iron aud steel, &e. The disbursements and payments to the Indians all 
devolve on the agent, by the last regulations. The ahove bands live in 
seven different villag-es, on the waters of the Mississippi and St. Peter's, 
under their own chiefs, without any regularly acknowledged head. They 
number one thousand seven hundred a1Jd ninety-two souls, agreeable to the 
census as furuishcd by the difrerent chiefs, having increased one hundred and 
thirty-four si nce last year. The farmers appointed under the 5th clause of 
the treaty of 1837 report a large increase in the crops raised this year. 
'rheir corn was much more abundant than in any previous year. The 
smiths, under the sa!11e treaty, have been usefully and constantly employed 
in repairing and making- such articles as are suited to the wants of the In-
dians and Indian farmers. The advance of the Sioux toward civilization 
is slow. The missionaries find it up-hill work, and fear greatly that their 
b.bors ami the efforts of Government to ameliorate the condition of the 
Sioux of the Mississippi wit"! be unavailing, so long as a set of men, mostly 
Ol\nudians, are sufiered to introduce into the country ceded by the Sioux, 
and in the immediate neig-hborhood of some of their villages, the greatest 
po. sible evil to the India:ns-whiskey and brandy. As nearly all on the 
cast side of the i)lississippi, from Lake Pepin to the Falls of St. Anthony, 
are engaged in the same trafi.ic, it is almost hopeless to try to get legal 
proof sufficient to convict those who carry on this unlawful trade. 
~'his evil is grow,iug rapidly ; and the ruin of the Indians w~ll ~e the 
ultimate consequence, unless the Government can put a stop to Its mtro· 
dnction. 'l'he indians will barter any thing for whiskey; unmindful of 
future want~, they sell corn, or clothing, or even their guns. 
Mnjor 'l'uliaferro, the former UO'ent here, reports the East vVahpeetons at 
three hundred and twenty-five so~ls; and, from the best information~ I think 
they are not short of that number at this time. 'rhe South Sissetons, who 
inhabit the river Aux Liards, and a small lake near to and on the waters 
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of the St. Peter's river, about one hundred and twenty miles above this post, 
have a sml\ll interest in the annuity under the treaty of Prairie dn Chien, o 
July, 1830, which terminates the present year; when they will be depemlen 
on the chase, which is very precarious, owing to the l'carci:y of game in 
the country they inhabit. 'l'hry make but little corn, &c. 
·west Wallpeetons: this band of Sioux reside on Lac qui parle, and nnm-
ber three hundred and eighty-six sonls. Dr. Yvilliamsou, who resides with 
them, reports that they have incrc<1sed within the last year some twenty 
souls or more; their condition Hither improving. They raise some corn, 
&c., bnt not enough to serve them throngh the · winter; and they would 
undoubtedly suff~r much, w!'fc it JJOt for the hospitality of Mr. Rainville 
and the missionaries who re"ide among them. 
Of the North Sissetons, and Assiuaboins, I must refer you to the last 
year's report; as they reside at a g-reat distance from this post, and have 
11ot visited us this snrnmer. 'l'he information I have been able to collect 
of them is vague and unsatisfactory, and 1 deem it useless to trouble you 
with it. 
I am; very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. RoBERT LucAs, 
Burli11gton, Iowa Territory. 
1\'o. 25. 
AMOS J. BRUCB, 
Indian Agent at St. Pet'"r's. 
Report oj John Beach, agent for the Sacs and Foxes of the Jl.:lississippi. 
SA c AND Fox AGENCY, S eptembPr 2, 184.0. 
SIR.: I have the honor, through !lis excellency G1wemor L:tcas, to sub-
mit the following report upon the condition of -tlw ludians belonging- to this 
agenc)r, the general characteristics of thr.ir country, with such other irdor. 
mation as I have been able to ;1cqnire, apt to prove or interc3t or nttli1y. 
,.fhe short period since I entered upon the duties of my ofti!.!e, with the fact 
that I have, thus far, had no oppnrtnn~ t y to meet tho Indians generally, will 
prevent me from conveying as cor.oplete infimll 'ttion as 1 coulJ wish. 1 had 
hoped the annuities conld have been paid previously to the date on which 
this report becomes nccessnry. On tl1is subject, I will urg-e tba t appropri-
ations be earlier made to meet these cngngenwnts. Som-e of our treaties 
expressly state that payment shall be mnde in the month of June-the latest 
period to which it call be deferred, without causing- manifest iuconvenieuce, 
and even injury, to the Indians. I am daily an unw1llin,r, witue~;: of the 
evil~ resulting from the delay in this year's pnyments. Whatever tends to 
retam the IndiatJs within their infections proximity to the frontier settle-
ments should be avoided. As it wonid cause them great tronLle to come in 
from their hunting-grounds for payment, they have been resitllllg in and 
ncar their permanent towns several weeks since the nsual penod o·r desert-
ing- them, indulging in the many evils of idleness ami dissipation, the facil-
ities for obtainirig whiskey increasing in a direct ratio witll their thirst for 
it, while the products of their hunt are liable to great reduction. 
The relations existing between the Sacs and Foxes and contiguous tribes 
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have, with two exceptions, exhibited a pacific character. During the fall 
cf 1839, n large war party was fitted ont, under the direction of an old chief, 
who is principally noted for his turbulent and restless disposition, and fell 
1.1pon an encampment of the Winnebagoes, of whom several were killed. 
Owing to tile uecided interposition of the War Department; aided b.y the 
authorities of the Sacs and Foxes, this difficulty was amicably adjusted early 
i n July last. A few days after the !.J.rraugemeut, an indiv~dual of the Fox 
tribe was murdered by some Winnebagoes. The Sacs and Foxes evince 
110 displ1sition to seek revenge, bnt are now with much anxiety awaiting-
the acti(ln of the department, confluent that vigorous measures will be 
adopted in their behalf. 
'l'be ancient and implacable enmity existing between these and the Sioux 
lndians appears to be unabated. ·within u few months, parties from each. 
natwn have mnde incursions upon the other, several upon both sides having 
been killed. These actions are not reported to me by the Indians, as it seems 
to ue thei r wish that the Government should interpose no restraint upon 
their relations with the Sioux, but suffer each to gratify their revengeful 
propensities, as their own wishes may dictate. I think it will nl ways be 
found difficnlt, if possible, to exert over them any d fcctnal control in this 
particular. 
In their domestic relations, I greatly regret that the Sacs and Foxes are 
now labori ng under n state of disorder and confusion, which, while it con-
tinues, mustbid defiance to the success of every attempt to improve their 
condition l1y such means m: philanthropy and benevolence would dictate. 
'I'he effort of the ngeut must be fruitless, while the most unhappy dissen-
sions nrc being fomented among them, and while his endeavors to support 
the solemn obligations imposed by treaty are urged as eddcnce of his im-
proper personal fr iendship to the one, or enmity to the other party ; a belief 
in which has been inculcated with such good success, that these lnst appear 
to have discontinued almost all nse of him as a medium for the transaction 
of their business with tlte Government. Upon this subject, 1 beg leave to 
r~fet· you to my communicatious of June 24th and August 6th, for a more 
Cll'cum~tautial detail of the existing difficulties, tbeir origin, and unavoid-
able conse·1 nences. I will, however, state, in connexion with it, that 1 have 
urgent reasons to confirm my previous opinion, that the law shou ld allo\V 
but one trader to nne tribe, as the ri\•alry of interest that must of necessity 
exist amoug several can be productive of no good, and much evil, to the In-
dians. In this opinion, I am gratifted to obsen•e, by a reference to lr\te an-
nual reports from your office; that I am sustained by several who_e age 
nnr\ experience attach weig·ht to their recommendations. 
The eviJcnce I have of its propriety, also, lends me to suggest that tho 
snpenntendent or agent t>hould be vesled with authority to direct the kind 
nud qnalitv of the merchandise thnt shnll be offered for Rale to the Indians. 
Among- rr.rnote tribes, where the purchaser eonld find no ohjPct to which 
he conlu npply nn article nselPss to himself, there would be 110 inducement 
to trw trauer to offer, or supply himself with, other goods than such as meet 
the actual wants of the Indian. Here, on the con!rarr, the system of trade 
nwy readily brcome an iudirect means of providing the Indians with whis· 
J<:ey-their most baneful and destroying foe-as, also, become a direct impo-
?111011 npon them~elves. One of their present traders, who had been author-
lzed to trade before my arrival, althouah his license was grnnted by myself;-
established a trnding-post in the city of Burlington, whereby that city, nnd.. 
• 
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the roads leading to it: were continually infe~ted with large bodies of Indi·· 
ans. At each of three visits to that place, I have found them there, 
(at one time several hundreds,) while I was under the morti."ying necessity 
of replying to the frequent complaints of the citizens, that I had no other 
means of remedying- the evil than advice. But the greatest evil was in the 
want of good~ suited to their necessities. An Indian, equally with many a 
white man, is ever willing to profit by the charity of the friend who will 
dispose of his merchandise, and wait the issue of time and circumstances 
for his recompense. Consequent! y, the Indians, besides purchasing pro-
visions and articles adapted to their wants, have been credited for $8 to $10 
cloths, (judging from the quality,) fine calicoes1 calf-skin boots, side saddles, 
shoes, shawls, &c., &c.-a very small portion of which r&aches their home, 
but much of it is trnded, at a fraction of its cost, for whiskey. I am cred-
ibly informed there is a store, a few miles frorri this place, wherein whiskey 
was the only original article, that has become stocked, by exchange with 
the returning Iudians, with a large, though badly assorted quantity of goods, 
useless to tlJCm. About establishing a post at the point designated in his 
license, and having, as l learn, an invoice of goods in transitu, I hope an 
abatement of these evils; which l have mentioned in snpport of my sugges -
tions, thoug-h far from wishing to impute intention of iujusticc or impropri, 
ety to the person alluded to. 
'l'he various measmes adopted in the treaty of 1837 for the benefit and 
improvement of the Indians, cau, with due care and proper management, 
become sources of the greatest advantage to them. The destruction of thei r 
mills, of which I have before inlormed you, causes them much disappoint-
ment, having raised a large quantity of wheat, the cultivation of which they 
have requested me to continue. They have offered to assist with their 
horses in treading out the present cwp, aud to give all the a id in their power 
towards the next. 
flo soou as their farm is in a sufficient state of forwardness to afford them 
direct evidence of its benefit to themselves, l a.nticip:tte the most cheering 
results. I look upon the preliminary measnres, which have been undertaken 
with a view to effect a change upon the rude habits of these people, as con -
ceived in the happiest spirit. Prove to them the materiul change that the 
improvements of civilization which are now attempted, and the result ol 
industry, must exert in favor of their comfort and security, and much of 
the difficulty is accomplished that no\v offers so great n. harrier to the pro-
gress of the best-directed efforts to convince them of the value of those 
nigher refinements of mind, of habits, and of character, to which the phi-
lanthropist should aim. 'rhen will the indifterence now manifested towards 
education, and their aversion to the introduction of schools and teacher.· 
among them, be removed, and a taste for knowledge and instrnction assume 
its place. Then, and not till then, can they be taught to feel a sincere in -
terest in the sublime truths of religion, and yield a prefarent::e to the chari-
table inducements offered by the zealous Christian over the mercenary 
allurements of sordid avarice. 
I have no data whereon to hase a satisfactory estimate of the numerical 
strength of the Sacs and Foxes, nor the means of properly procnring.tmy . • 
I think it has been usually overrated, and that there are between 3,800 and 
4,200 souls. Since my first knowledge of them, they have sutrered a grad-
ual though constant decrease, from the many causes that have so unfortu-
.nately operated towards the diminution and :iegradation of many of the former 
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lords of the soil. Thus far: the chase, with the labor bestowed by the fe-
males on the cultivation of corn, beans, melons, &c., has been their priuci-
pal employment. 
The tract of country claimed and occupied by these Indians is undoubt-
edly equal, if not superior, in value, to any north of the }lissonri ; abound-
ing in groves of the most valuable timber, intersected by streams, (some of 
which, at particular periods, are more or less navigable,) and adapted to 
every kind of agriculture. It is beginuing rapidly to attract the attention 
of the hardy pioneer, to whose efforts we are indebted for the first great 
change in the transition from the rnde primeval solitude of Nature, to those 
verdant fields, and·neat though humble habitations, which draw the imagi-
nation to the contemplation, at no distant day, of populated States-a vast 
extending empire. 
Pursuant to tbe 12th of the Revised Regulations No. 6. I have to state 
that, since the date on which I entered upon the discharge of my duties, 
the farmer, mechanics, laborers, &c., hLLve been employed at their appro-
priate functions. 
This being the first season during which the Indian farm has been cul-
tivated, but a small quantity of produce can be expected-no more th~u 
will be consumed by the persons and stock employed; consequently, little 
or no direct benefit can result to the Indians, as regards the distribution 
among them of any surplus of articles raised. In addition to the labor re-
quired on the farm, the hands were employed in harvesting the wheat seeded 
last fall in the Indian fields. 'rhc probable quantity of prodnce raised, 
with other information, will be derived from the following statement, this 
day furnished me by the farmer: 
Contents of tlte ln.dian farm, l)·c. 
Quantity of ground enclosed 
Quantity in corn -
Quantity in oats -
Quantity in potatoes 
Quantity in buckwheat 
Quantity in turnips and other vegetables -
'l'otal in cultivation 
75 acres 






The corn crop will yield (say) 20 bushels per acre, which will g1ve an 
aggregate of - - - - - - 700 bush. 
Potatoe', I think, will yield say - - - 400 " 
Turnips look unpromising: but will yield - - 1,000 " 
.Buckwheat ~0 " 
Oats 30 " 
Oats nised ou rented ground 200 " 
Total qnanuty of grain 
Total quantity of vegetables -
960 " 
- 1.400 " 
There is, besides the above, a gvod supply of beett, cabbage, onions, 
beans, and pumpkms, for the use of the farm hands. 
• 
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The quantity of ground sowed last year in wheat for the Indians was 72 
, ncres; of which was destroyed, by their opening their fence, and letting in 
their horses, 16 acres. The balance, 56 acres, was hat'\'ested in due time 
and in good order; and , I think, had it not been wasted, would have yield-
ed 12~- bnshels to the acre, giving an aggregate of 7l)U bnshels. Bnt the 
crop luwir.g been much wasted while standing in the fields to cure, pre-
paratory to stacking, by t!Je Indians opening the fence aud turning in 
numhers of their horses, will Iilli fitr short of the foregoing estimate. 
"Hogs purchased, 24. head; killed by Indians, 2: increase 14." 
None of the Indians have Gxhibited an inclination to undergo a practical 
instruction in agriculture or any of the mechanical arts, further than they 
can acquire by a mere casual ollsHrvation. 'l'hey often prove themselves 
not nnskilful workmen in the smiths' shops, and I confidently hope to en-
gage mnch of their assistnnce in working the next and succeeding crops. 
All which is respectfully su bmitted. 
No. 26. 
JOHN BEACH, 
United States ludian Agent . 
Report of his e.icellency Henry Vodge, Governor of Wiskonsin Terri-
tory, and ex officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 
SuPERINTENDEl"CY OF INDIAN AFFATRS 
FOl1. THE TERUITORY OF WISKONSJN, 
' Mineral Point, September 22, 184.0. 
SIR: In accordauce with the regulations of your department, I have 
the honor to submit my annual report, accompanied by the report of the 
snb·ageet of the W in11ehagors. 'l'he reports of the sub-agents of the 
.Menomonies and Chippewas have not yet been received, but will be for-
warded as soon as they come to hand. J will present tile condition of the 
several Indian tribes of this snperintendP.ncy, front the best iuforrn::ttion I 
have been able to obtnin from the sub-agents, with some general remarks. 
'The report of the snb·agent of th e vVinncbagoes furnishes a full view of 
the situation and condlliori of the Indians ot his Sllb·agency. Frolll the 
existing difficulties between the Sac and Fox and the Winneba~o Indians, I 
am wefl convinced, from my experience and acqnaintlHJCJ with the habits 
and dispositions of these nations of Iudians, thilt it will be dlflicult to place 
the Winnebagoes in the Neutral Country, to remain there, without a strong 
mounted force to protect them from the attacks of the Sac and Fox In· 
dians. Snch is their dccp·rooted host ility :>mce the Black Hawk wur, that 
no peace can be effected between them, that will be of a lasting character. 
It is true, the Government can t::ontrol the annuities of those nations of 
Indians; upon which they plaee great reliance at present, particularly the 
well-disposed part of them, who arc: desirous to live in a state of peace with 
each other. Bnt there are amotw the Sac and Fox Indians. as well as the 
Winnebagoes, those who are reckless in feeling, and fond of war, and who 
cannot he controlled by their chiefs, who believe tltat revenge is a virtue, 
nnd will shed the blood of each other when it can be done with impunity. 
'l'he display of a mounted force in the Neutral Country might restrain 
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them from acts of violence on each other. It will require, however, the 
utmost vigilance in the movements of onr troops to effect that object, and 
examples will have to be made of the guilty. The Winnebagoes dread · 
the Sac and Fox Indians; and, unless they are protected by a 11101111ted 
force, afrer the nunuity paymrnt they will retnrn to the couutry enst of 
the Mi:;sissippi, for safety from the attacks of their enemies, and the United 
States will again he obliged to remove them by the regular troops next 
season. Shonld the Winnebag·oes rctnrn to their old haunts, they will be 
nnnoyin[! and trunblcsornc to the settlers who are 110\V locuted nor!h of the 
Wiskonsin rin!r, by depredntillg- on their stock and other property. If the 
humanr aud judicious policy of the Government could be carried into 
efiect by the removal of Winnebngoes south of the Missomi river the next 
season, it w:mlJ have the most beneficial effects on them as n people, as 
well as the frontier people of w· iskonsin and Iowa. From the exploration 
made of that country, by i\1r. Boilvin, nnder the instrnctions from your 
department, last senson, it appears, from bis report, that it is well adapted 
to the future rcsidt'rwe of WinuebnO'oes; and I can state, for your informa-
tion, from my own per onal observ~tion, that the coun try on the Little and 
Big 1\'cmahnw rivers corresponds with the description given of that conn-
·try by that gentleman. llwn:: no doubt t!Je influence of the Winntb:;go 
traders prevented, last year, the chiefs fron·1 accompanying the exploring 
agent. 'l'bc lllcreascd amount of the annuities of the Winuebagoes, siuce 
the treaty" of 18~7, renders the cash part of the aunuities an object of the 
fir~t importance to their traders, who exercise a controlling influeuce over • 
the chiefs, by grutifyin~ their strong propensity for drinking ardent spiri ts, 
and by other means, whose motives appear to rne to be of the most muce-
1•ary dtaraclt·r, m their intercourse wrth the Indians. There is no nation 
of indians th at can be more degraded tlran the Winnebngoes arc at pre:seut; 
their intercourse with the wlrites is calcnlatPd to continn them in their 
habits of vice and dissi ration of the most degrading chara~ter. 'I' hey have, 
iu a great degree, lost that llrttive uignity of character which belongs to 
Indmm who have had bnt little intercourse with the whiles; and lllave 
110 hesitation in exprc~::-ing my opinion, thnt the wretched remains of this 
people can only be saved by the hnrnane and protecting- policy of the 
Govcrume11t-by removing them to where their intt•rcourse with the 
whites, to :t cenain nxtont, will cease to exist; by establishing- farms and' 
srhoob, and teaching the rising generation a knowledge of leuers, and 
instrnct[ug the m to bec0rne nzricnltnris!s and :;;tock·rnisers. The preseut 
suh·a;.rcut; Mr. Lowty, is a gentleman well qnalified for tile station lie fi lls; 
and 1f the Indians of liis sub ngency were removed from the influence of 
ardt•nt sp~rits, hi<> advice unci example wonld have a most salu tary effect 
m helpin~ the condttiou of this nntilftnnate rnce of people. 
The Cilippcwa lndia11s of this superintendency maintain their friendly 
relations to\•:ards our frontier inilnhitnnts. There ha\'e been some com-
plaiuls, howr.ver, of their having ki!led stock belong-ing to the people who 
have erec!ed &aw·mills on the Upper Wiskonsin river. 1t is of vital im-
portance to lhe people who reside on the Upper \Viskorrsin, as well as those 
f:cttled on the St. t 'roix and Chippewa rivers, that the United States should 
comply &trictl\' with the treaty of 1537, made at St. Peter's, with the Chip· 
pewas; it will be the means of affording- peace to our most exposed fron-
tier people ou those rivors. Prom a letter rec<!ived from the snb-agent of 
tho Chippewa Indians, dated on the loth of Juue last, (whicb has beell 
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submitted to your department,) it appear~ that n number' of Chippewa lr.· 
dians, accompanied by some of their principal chiefs from Leech lake 
Fond du Lac, and Lapointe, informed the sub-agent that they had been in-
vited by the agents of the British Government to visit Lake Huron, where 
the annual distribution of presents was to be made to tho different nation~ 
of Indians who resort to that place. 'l'he chiefs stated that the English 
were their friends, and had nnitormly treated them with kindness, and they 
could see t~o good reason why they should not visit "them. 1 will invite 
yon r attcntiOil to an extract of the letter referred to from the sub-agent. 
He states: "I do not know whether they have now some additional rea-
sons held out to them for going; or whether it is in consequence of the 
course pursued by the other Indians, in re~ard to the distribution of the an-
nuity last season. I nm of the opinion that the latter circumstance has had 
great inflnence with the brmds of Fond d11 Lr~c and Lapointe; they 1:1ppear 
much cbagriued at being excluded from the ben e!.h of the treaty, to which 
they sn ppose them:selvcs parties ; nnd uone of the Indians who received 
payment here last year iutend visiting the Englrsh. Could a convention 
be made with the Chippewas of the Mississippi, to amend the treaty ol 
1837 so that the bands of Fond dn Lac and 1 .a pointe might ~hare in It' 
provisions equally with themselves; or, could a treaty be made with the 
latter bands, for tho purchase of a part of their conntry, which they are 
desirous of selling, 1 think it would be attended witll very good effects. 
Located as these Indians are, between onr extended frontier settlements (at 
~present so poorly protected) nnd auoiher Power, whose mfinence is con-
tinth:d by means of gratuities, good policy seem to dictate that great pains 
should be taken to conciliate them. Experience in the Indian character 
goes to show that this can be accomplished most ofiectually by render-
jug their attachment to ns a matter of pecuniary interest to themselves." 
'"l'he policy of the English Government, in distribming presents among 
the ditlerent nations of Indiaus, is, no doubt, the reason they have hereto-
fore exercisP.d an improper infl.uetJcc over the Indians of th•c: n.orthweat. 
As far as it can be done, the policy of the United States sheuld be to coun-
teract British influence in our territory ; and, if the purchase of their 
-eountry from the Fond dn Lac and Lapointe bands of tile Chippewa In-
dians will effect that desirable object, I think it should be done. As these 
bands receive no part of the annuities paid the 1\Ji ·sissippi bands of Chip-
pewas under the treaty of 18;37, it is calculated to produce jealousy and 
distrust in their minds, and prepare them to· listen to the friendly invita-
tions of the British agents to visit Lake Huron, annually, to receive their 
presents. Since my last annual report, there have ueen war parties of tht: 
Chippewas iti the Sioux country, nnd a small number of tho Sioux have 
been killed by them. I have not learned that any of the Chippewas have 
been killed, since the massacre of the Chippewa-s, by the Sioux, last year. 
1 
The war between those nations of Indians has continued so long, and so 
deep-rooted is their hostility to each otller, that I am well cot1vinced the 
friendly mediation of the United States could not effect a peace between 
them that would be lasting; and, so long as they arc at war with each 
other, they will not feel a disposition to drsturb the peace aud tranquillity 
of our exposed frontier settlements on the St. Croix and Chippewa rivers. 
The Menomonie Indians are divided in srmd I bands, and retain their wan-
deriJJ~ habits; They raise small crops of corn; their principal reli,lllce is, 
however, on their annuities; from which they derive but little advantage, 
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wing to the controlling- influence of their traders. rt would be greatly to the 
advautage of those Indians (and I rhiuk it the policy of the Government) to 
purchase their country, and remove them south of the Missouri river. I wilt 
respectfully invite your attention to an extract from my annual report of last 
•ear: "Such a measure would be greatly to the advailtage of these Indians; 
and the title to a large and valuable tract of country bordering on the Fox: 
river, aud extcuding from the Wolf river to the portage of the Wiskonsin and 
Fol( rivers, would be therebyPxtinguishetl. Some ofthese Indians are in the 
Immediate vicinity of, and adjoining, tile contemplated canal connecting the 
waters of the Wi~konsin \\'ith those of Fox river-a work of immt'nse im-
portance to the whole country, as opening a direct water communication 
between Lake Michigan nnd the .Mississippi river, and which, when com-
pleted, mu&t incrrase the growth of that part of the territory bordering 011 
those rivers, by bringing into market a large and fertile district of tbe public 
lands. 'l'he advantag-es t!Jat would result to the Indians and to the Gov-
ernment front the extinguishnwnt of' the Menomonie title to those lands 
bordering on the Fox and \Viskonsiu rivers, will be admitted by every one 
-hcquaintcd with the conutry, and with the sitnation of this people." 'l'he 
remnant of this nation of Indians cun only be saved br their removnl from 
the country !bey now occupy. Their long intercourse with the whites has 
made tllem a dissipnted nnd degraded race or people. They are intermar-
~ied (many of them) with the Wiuncbagocs, with whom they are upon • 
1nendly terms; and could they be removed to the same country: and located 
near the Winnebago·'~, I have no donbt it wonld be satisfactory to both 
IJations. The .Menomonie Indians are t!Je old and inveterate enPmies of 
the Sae and Fox Indians, and will unite with the '\'\'innebagoes in their 
war parties against them, should their present difJiculties contiriue unsettled. 
'l'he Menomonies IHn·e always e\•inccd the rnost friendly disposition towards 
the border settlers dnring our disturbances with the Sac nnd Fox Indians. 
On this frontier, in 183:!, they volunteered their services, and promptly 
marched from G reen Bay to Prairie dn Chi en, a distance of two hundred 
and fifty miles, to aid the United States. No Indians on our borders have 
stronger claims on the friendly reg-ard and protection of the Go\·ernment 
than the Menomcuies. 'rhese Indians were invited by the British al!ents to 
attend ut Lake Ilnron this &ensou, to receivt> presents; which they declined. 
The Oneida, Munsee, and Stockbridge Indians, are more a civtlized than 
n savage people, in their habits, manners, and customs. They depend on the 
cultivation of the soil alo11e for their support. I am still of the opinion, if 
the~e Indians could exchange their lands 1~ear Green Bay with the United 
tatcs, ftH lands south nf the 1\lissouri river, their condition would be greatly 
hPncfited. 'l'!Iat country is much better adapteJ to raising corn and stock 
of every kind than the Green Bay country. In the settlement of this Ter-
ritory bordering on Lake Michigan, these people must eventually be sur-
rounded by the white settlements; and, unless they become citizens of the 
Territory, their situation must be an unpleasant one. The United States, 
in making an exchange of lands, would be benefited, as the Indian lands 
are now in the immediate vicinity of the white settlements, and are said 
to be of the first quality as to fertility of soil, and are improved. These 
Indians are now reduced to but few in number; they have always been 
friendly to the United States, and deserve the , protection and friendship of 
the Government. 
In conclusion, I will briefly give your department my views as to the itn-
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praper influence at present exercised by the Indian traders over the Indiana 
of this superintendency. It is a fact well known to all conversant or nc· 
qnainted with our Indinn relations, that the ngents of the Government are 
obliged, to a certain extent, to be dependent on the traders for the influence 
they exercise over the Indians committed to their charge; and such is the 
influence of the traders, ~hat the Government of the United States cannot 
now make a treaty with the Indians, without securing to them importnnt 
pecuniar}r ad vantages. I am decidedly of the opinion that the interest of 
the Government, as well as the advantage of the Indians and the frontier 
people, requires that there should be a change in the laws of Congress re. 
guluting onr trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes. 'rhe Indians of 
this snpcrintenclency derive but little advantage from the large amount paid 
them in nnnnitirs; their condition appears to me but little benefited. Snch 
is the influence of their traders over the chiefs and headmen of the ditfer-
~nt bunds with whom they have interconrse, that they can control the cash 
part of their annui ties for a small amount. As it is the humane policy of the 
Government to concentrate the Iudian tribes on onr western borders, and 
as they will probably occupy an extent of frlltn twehre to fifteen h11ndred 
miles of cnnntry, would it not be sound policy on the part oi the Govern-
ment to take tlte trnde of the Indians under its control, and dispense with 
the traders? 1 have no hesitation in expressrng my opinion that it is th(}. 
only course that can be pnrsned to enable the GoverumclJt and their agents 
to exercise a proper control over the Iudians, and, in my opinion, would 
have a tendency to prevent futnre wars between the different nations of 
Ind ian:> and the United States; and, [ think, would keep tlre Indians in a 
~tate of peace with each other. It would be the means, to a certain extent, 
of withdrawing the Indians from the chase, mal•e them more dependent 
on the Government of the United States, and advance them in the arts of 
civilization. Onr Indian relations have assumed a very important charac-
ter at present; hence the necessity, as I conceive, of some important changes: 
in onr laws regulating trade nnd intcrconrse with them. 
I am, sir, wrth great respect, your obedient servant, 
Hon. T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD, 
HE~RY DODGE, 
Superintendent of lndian A.fj'airs. 
Commissiouer nf lndian Affairs, Washington. 
No. 27. 
Report of D. Lowry, sub-agent at Prairie du Chien. 
'l'he Winnebagoes heretofore residing in the vicinity of Fort Winne· 
bag-o were removed from that conntry, by order of the Secretary of War, 
in June la~>t, and are now generally encamped on the west bank of the 
Mississippi river, in the neighborhood of villages occupied by the other 
portion of their nation. The following reason seems to have made this 
halt to the Portage bands desirable, previous to going into their proper 
-.country : 
When the Indians living on the Mississippi assembled, last spring, to 
organize for removal, at their own special nquest permission was grauted 
to make another crop at their old fields. 'l'he bands from the Wiskousiu 
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would, of conrse, disincline to prosecute their journey, leaving so great a 
portion of their people behind. They were also permitted to remain on the 
west bank of tile Mississippi till fall, when it was uuderstood all would 
emigrate together, beyond the limits of the twenty miles ceded to the Uni-
ted Stutes in the trent y of 1837. 
It is to be regretted that these Indians 11010 insist on remaining in their 
present position, pretending to consider their emigration as complete. It is 
inferred, however, that sucll is not the view of the department ; as I have 
been recently instructed to " prepare and forward estimates of tile probable 
cost of their eutire removal." I .:m also informed, by the Commissioner of 
Indian Afi'airs, in a Jetter under date 13th May last, that "the only location 
the Winnebagoes have any right to, or can, under the treaty of 1837, bo 
placed npon, is the tract of land that lies Lt'tween a lin e twenty miles west 
of the Mississippi river, and a line rnnn ing with tliC easte rn branch of the 
Red Cedar river, extending, in either case, u~ross the Neutral Ground.'' 
This accords with my own opinion, which had been expressed to the 
Indians prev ious to the arrival of this advice. They, however, (particu-
larly those from Fort Winnebngo,) seem to b!~come more and wore reluc-
tant to leave the Mississippi, as the stipnlnteu time for doing- so approaches; 
and I have no doubt but the influence of troops will be etgain uecessnry to 
ptlt them in motion, as well as to confine thrm to their proper country after 
haviug been placed there. 
'l'he right of the United States to insist on the removal of these Indians 
beyond the limits of the twenty miles ceded in 1837, is nnqnestiouable; and 
their interest rrqnires them to go. In granting the privilege to hunt on 
that ground, it was uot intended that they should 5troll over it during all 
seasons of the year, at pleasure, keeping- their canoes on the Mississippi 
river, and wigwams and other propP.rty ou tho islands, or west bnnk, under 
pretence ofhuuting. lfsnch be the intent of the treaty, they should still be 
permitted to plant corn on that river. 'l'o allow them to live on land, but 
not to cultivate it, would at once have a direct tendency to produce idle-
ness, want, and wretchedness. If they can have liberty to liJ•g:er on the 
Mississippi, drinking, fi;hting, slealin,£;, sl(t1"Ving, they will not hesitate · 
to forego thP advantag-es of raising corn ill thei r own country. 
IfJht)l'e is no authority to compel the Winnebagoes to leave the Missis-
sippi so long as they are disposed to set np a pretext of hunting, it was 
useless, and worse than useless, to remo~·e their agency, school, &c., to the 
Neutral Country. A hea\'Y expense has thereby been incnrred to Govern-
ment, from which but little advantage can result to the Indians. They 
may go ont, it is trne, to receive their annuities, at the uew agency; but, if 
allowed to keep their canoes, &c., on the Mississippi, they will return im-
medintely to the whiskey shops of Prairie dn Chien, aud to all others that 
may be opened above, on the east side of thi s river. Here the usual 
scenes of dissip_ation will be continued; under the withering influence of 
which, they will perish as heretofore .• 
In my view, the treaty of 1837, in which the Winnebagoes "reli-nquish 
the right to occnpy, except for the purposes of hunting," that part of the 
Neutral Couutry lying immediately on the west bank of the Mississippi, con-
templated onl!J the privilege of pnrsuing game when chased in upon the 
river by IHtuting parties in the Indian country. No other liberty on the. 
ceded tenitorv could be of anv advantage to them. Fishing- iu Hed Cedar 
and its tributaries will be as good, if not- better, thnn in the :Mississippi; and 
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game in that country is mnch more abundant. It will, therefore, be to the 
interest of the Indians, as well as of the Government, for them immediately 
to fall back on that river. 
Should the removal now urged he postponed till spring, itl would be im-
possible to get the Indians into their country, and settled, in time to pitch 
a crop ; consequently, they would be unable to raise any thing, during the 
next year, to subsist on. Teams are now breaking ground at the new 
~gency, and every preparation necessary will be made for their farming 
operations next year. 
\V hen removed to their proper country, it will be important that the 
'Vinnebagoes be protected from the Sacs and Foxes. Fear of these Indians, 
now, is their only pretext for desiring to remain on the Mis.~issippi; and 
·there is too mncll reason to believe tllat this fear is well grounded. Du-
ring the last six years, about forty of their women and children ha\'e been 
killed by those Indwus; and, in despite of every interference of the depart-
ment, aside from the influence of troop~, these crncl outrages will be con· 
tinned. The Sacs and Foxes will never forgive the Winuebagoes for the 
part they acted in the Black Hawk: war; nor will the latter Indiaus ever lose 
sight of the injury done them since by that people. The Winnebagoes, it 
is true, renden~d but little service to Government in that contest; a few 
ncted with our troops. Little Tlmnder, now a conspicuous chief, was in 
the battle on the Wiskonsin river; and a Wipnebago, at the request of the 
agent, commanded the party that captnred Black Hawk, after the battle of 
Bad Axe. Most of them, however, observed a strict neutrality throughout 
the war. But e\·en this position disappointed and exasperated the Sacs 
and Foxes, \Vho expected them to become their allies against the United 
States. 
'l'here is, at the present moment, strong reason to snspect that a confede-
ration is forming between the Winnebagoes and Sioux, against the Sacs and 
Foxes. I am jnst informed, too, by the ag-er1t of the latter Indinns, that one 
of !hem has recently been killed hy a party of Winnebagoes, All this, too, in 
defiance of the treaty of peace recently concluded between these InC:ians at 
Prairie dn Chien. By such .movements, I am convinced the vVinnebagoes 
do not expect to occupy the Neutral Conntr~· . A proof to them, by an au-
thoritative removal, that there must be their !tome for the prPscnt, would 
have great tendency to destroy the idea of war with their savage neighbors; 
particularly if the Sacs and Foxes could be restrained from further inva-
sions into their country. 
In a letter addressed to the department last winter, I suggested the pro· 
priety of stationing lllounted troops in the Neutral Country, for the purpose 
of preserving peace among the different tribes of Indians that have hereto-
fore come into collision with each other there, and of protecting the vVin-
nebagoes from the Sacs and Foxes. On being informed that my views on 
this ~nbject were "regarded as judicious, and had been generally adopt-
ed," the Indians were notified of their intended removal, and of the precau-
tion that would be observed for their safety; that soldiers on horses would 
go with them, and remain in their country to pro;tect them. 
* * * * * * ~,. .. * 
A residence of near seven years with the Winnebagoes has awakened 
sympathies which render it impossible for me to view their present con· 
dition with indifference. Having left their homes, and abandoned local at· 
tachments east of the Mississippi, as dear to them as ours, they now1 witl1 
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wouooed spirits and downcast looks, pause upon the western bank, not 
k'nowing where to find a resting plnce for their feet free from the encroach-
ments of en:~mies. ln addition to this afflicted state of mind, they are suf-
fering more than usual from bodily affl.ict10n. True, they sold their coun-
try without coercion, and of their own free choice signed the treaty obli-
ging them to leave it j yet it is probable that, in that act, they only did vol-
untarily what they apprehended they must ultimately do of necessity. The 
purchase was right and proper, and they g-ot a fair compensation for their 
conntry ; bnt still, the fact that they consented to the sale does not dissolve 
the obligation of Gvvernment to provide them a quiet home elsewhere. 
They nre, in the iullest sense of the word, 1oards of the United States, and 
should be treated and gr:n>erued as snrh. And having induced them to 
abandon their old homes, where they might have remained iu safety, and 
obliged them to embark for the west, na.tnral justice, common hurt~anity, 
as well as the principles of true bemmoleuce, require thnt they should not 
now be forced into a country where danger is to be apprehended, without 
practic:nl assurances of protection. 
M v solicitude on this subject is increased, in view of the fact that the 
Winnebagoes are uow giving ample evidence of a disponition to appreciate 
and etJjoy the advantages of civilizt>d lile. ~'his chan.ge has b1~en effected 
under circurnstanaes of the most inauspicious character-their school and 
farm being in the vtcinity of whiskPy sliops, wltere the means of iutoxica-
tion were constantly at the command of the ludians. Yet they have showtl 
every dispositiou to avail themselvt•s of the agricultural aid provided by 
Government; and many of their children are in a fair way to obtain a. 
useful education. 
* • • • • .. • 
Ou the whole, I do not believe thP.re is n tribe of Indians to be found on 
the ~li~si~sippi river, or any of its tnlmtaries, among whom the means o( 
civilizatiOn have done more than lias been effected for the Winnehagoes 
smce the location of their school and farm on Yellow river. 'l'hts fact is 
adverted to, tor the purpose of disabnsiug- these Iudiuns from that false im-
pressiou which has gone abroad respectmg them-that they are der.rraded, 
dis~>ipaterl, reckless, hopeless ns to improvement. This may be true, to a 
considerable extent, of the grown ]ndians; but still tfu .. y are willin2' that 
their children should enjoy the mrans of intellectual and moral cultivutiou; 
which is nf)t the case with some of thP. neighboring tribes, who are suppos-
ed to be far ahead of the Winnebagoes in the march of civilization. It 
would, therefore, be a cause of deep regret to have any circumstance occur 
a~ pr(;',sent to check the progress of improvement among these Indians, 
either in the way of further diffic11lty with the Sacs and Foxes, or with the 
Uuited States. 'I'he treaty limits of the most of the funds, by which their 
school and f,nm are sustained, will in a few years expire. A !urge portion 
of their annuities will cease to be paid about the same time. lt is, therefore._ 
of the utmost importance that every thing in the power of the Government 
be done previous to that period, to teach them the art of living by their 
own industry, without depending on the chase, or any thing else, tor the 
means of subsistence, aside from the products of the soil ; also, to prepare 
the minds of the ri~ing generation for the adoption of written laws, which 
is contemplnted in the Indian territory. .. . . . . . . .. . 
It is expected to remoTe the sub·ageney of Prairie du Chien, and tbe-
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school and farm on Yell ow river, to the vicinity of the new post on Turkey 
river, in October next; at which time th·~ establishment will be reorganized, 
and operatious extendt:d ns far as funds will permit. 
Abont one thousand acres of prairie will t~ broken up this fall, and 
fenced during the winter; so that every thing will be ready nea;l spring 
for the Indians to commence cultivating. Land, in that region, is of un-
surpassed fertihty, and timber sufficiently abundant to answer all the pur-
poses of farming. · 
Several streams rnn near the site selected for the agency, affording, at all 
seasons of the year, an ample supply of water for ordinary mill -power. On 
<me of these streams a grist-mill is now being erected for the Indians, which 
will greatly add to their comfort and convenience. It is intended, so soon 
.as the state of the farm will permit, to commence the cultivation of wheat, 
with a view not only to the wants of the Indians, but to supply the school 
and farm hands with bread-stuff; which will diminish the current expenses 
of the establishment, and, of conrse, enable a greater number of children to 
enjoy its benefits. -
Two of the blacksmith's shops will be removed to the vicinity of the ne\v 
agency; the other will be located on Red Cednr; and it is expected to break 
ground tlzere also, hoping that a portion of Indians may be induced to set-
tle on that river. . 
The numerical strength of the Indians has diminished since last year, as 
they have sutrered much from afflictions, as well as murdered each other iu 
sceues of intemperance. For this state of things there is no help, while 
they are suffered to remain on the Mississippi, or in the vicinity of grog-
shops. They have been more intemperate this summer than I have ever 
known them- occasioned, I suppose, by the connexion with the Portage 
Indians with those on the Mississippi, and all getting their provision due 
from Government earlier this season than usual, which furuished them 
with the means of purchasing whiskey. 'l'his provision is now wasted, or 
nearly so, and the Indians without supplies. '!'heir money and goods yet 
to be distributed might go far towards meeting their wants for the coming 
winter, were it not for their improvidence. But if permitted to return to the 
Mississippi, after receiving the annuities yet to be furnished, a few weeks' 
di£sipation will strip them of all, leaving them to starve or steal till supplies 
from Government, dne for 1841, can reach them. The Portage Indians 
have of course made no crops, and the corn raised by those on the Missis· 
sipp will nll be consumed by the time it is ripe; and I anticipate great diffi-
culty jn getting the nation through the winter. 
* * if. il I * * • 
D. LOWRY, 
His Excellency H ENRY DoDGE, 
Un ited States Indian Sub-agent. 
Governor aud Superintendent indian Ajfuirs. 
Extract from t/,e report of John Thomas, superintendent of the JVinnebag& 
farm and school, relative to the farm. 
The (arm, including two ten-acre fields in its immediate vicinity~ con-
tains abont one hundred aud fifty acres, which is all under cultivation· and 
the various Indian families living here have com growiYJg upon it, wHh the 
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exception of n few acres, which have been occupied •by the hands for the 
use of the school. 
The general fanning operations have, however, been suspended on this 
place, in consequence of the hands having been undf'r the necessity of lea_v-
ing for Turkey river, preparatory to a removal to that place. 
Their corn has been somewhat injured by the drought, but will generally 
turn a very good crop. 
The farm on the prairie bas been exclusively occupied by the Indians for 
farming p~lrposes, aud their corn looks exceedingly well. 
* * * (f. .. • • • 
No. 28. 
Extract from tlte report of D. P. l:Juslmell, sub-agent at Lapointe. 
In obedience to your instructions of the 23d of June last, and the exist-
ing regulations of the department, I have the honor to submit the following 
report relative to the condition of the Indians under my charge. 
The cxtensi ve tract of country occupied by this portion of the tribe-
bounded on the east by the territorial limits of Wiskonsin ; sGuth, by an 
imaginary line drawn between them and the Menornonies, and the country 
ceded by the Winnebagoes in 1837; west, by the country of the Sioux; and 
north, by the British possessions-is interspersed .with many lakes and ex-
tensive marshes, and traversed in almost every direction by numerous riv-
ers, the tributaries of Lake Superior, the 1\iissi!?sippi, and the Red river of 
the North; and, with the exception of occasional strips of arable land, is 
ill adapted to cultivation. 'I'htse are mostly in the vicinity of the Missis. 
sippi, and little resorted to, from their proximity to the Sioux. between whom 
and the Chippewas there exists a well-known feud, the origin of which is 
lost in the lapse of time. No decided improvement in the coudition of these 
Indians can be looked for, until a change of location shall render a corres-
pouding change in their habits necessary. 'l'hey subsist at present by hunt-
ing, fishing, and on the wild rice found in the lakes and rivers. These 
means, however, are gradually £1iling, and must ultimately become inade-
quate. Whenever this shall happen, in regard to t~e bands who ceded all 
their countrv to the United States in 1837, (reserving the 11sufructuary right 
alone, during the pleasure of the President,) or the settled policy of the Gov-
ernment n~qnire their dispossession, it will be incumbent on the United 
States to make ulterior provision for the,ir removal and settlement. Nor is 
the time far distant when this measure will be rendered necessary. 'l'he 
manner of its accomplishment is a subject of great importance to their future 
well-being. They having insisted on the entire exclusiou of their brethren to 
~he cast and north from uny of the benefits arising from the country sold, 
It would be \\11 act of injustice to attempt to throw tbem back llpon those 
bands_. 'l'he feeling engendered in the latter by this act, would cause them 
to res1st the a_ttempt, it is believed, as an infringement of their rights. It is-
also doubt~d 1~ they could be peaceably· removed beyond the Mis1-issippi. 
The obllg-attons of the Government to these people huve been fulfilltid itt 
a manner which has thus far proved very satisfactory to them. Additional 
ben~fit woultl accrne from their annuities, however, could they he paid at,nn 
earlier day-say not later than the 1st of August. When the pc:.yments are 
/ 
S40 Doc. No. 2. 
dMerred to the month of October, (as will be the c11se the present year,) the 
con:sequences are very injurious, especially to the more remote bands, who 
are then in the midst of thflir best hunting, and are unable to reach thetr 
. homes before the winter sets in. 
The third clause of the second article of the treaty of Jnly 29, 1837, pro-
Tides for the establishment and support of three blacksmiths' shops for the 
use of the Indians, for the term of twenty years. It was deemed proper to 
locate one of these near the agency. 'l'be others, as well as the farmer, were 
located at points agreed upon by the Indians in council, rather with a refer-
ence to convenience to their hunting-grounds, than to the facility of trans-
:porting materials or obtaining supplies. Some difficulty was, therefore, 
met with in procuring competent mechanics to reside at the places chosen, 
and in transporting the materials, which had to be done in canoes. It was 
not consequently found practicable to carry this stipulation into efirct until 
last year. The shops have already proved very beneficial to the indians. 
The accompanying abstract A shows the quantity and kiBd of work per-
formed at two of the shops during the year. Abstract B shows the amount 
of all property purchased for their use, and the use of the fanu, the amount 
expended, and the amount remaining on hand. 
'I'be accompanying Jetter C, from Mr. Russell, the farmer, (a person well 
fitted for the situation,) shows the manner in which his duties have been per-
formed. Little hope is entertained that the Indians will ever ueri ve much 
benefit from this provision. 
No. 29. 
lle]Jort of H. R. &lwolcrajt, agent at .MackinflC, and acting superintendmt• 
.Michigan. 
AcTING SuPERDi'l'ENDENcY, MICHIGAN, 
September 2-l, 1840. 
Sm: In pt·eparing my annual report, it will not he deemed impt•oper 
to call your attention to the condition in which a large }li'O)lOJ'tion of' lhe 
Indian popula1ion, within this superintendency, is left by th<' cession of 
theit• lands to the United States, and their coming, in rottS<'IJIICIICe, unrler 
the exclusive operation of State laws, so far as resprrts tile suhjcct of 
trade and commercial intercourse. This change in the geog1·aphical at·ea, 
over which the Indian Jaws relative to the subjrr.t operate, took place 
legally at the time of the cession, as appears plaiuly ft·om the phraseolugy 
of the intercourse act of 18S4 : but its practical effects were not, for some 
few years, felt among the tribes. 'I'he extent of the cession, ami the 
remote position of part of it, with relation to actual settlements, kd to 
but slif2ht changes in either the location or· 1mrsuits of the Indians f11r a 
time; llur·ing which the license Jaws Wet•e kept up UllUCI' instl•uctions from 
the department, from the mere force of former custom, rather than any 
expectation on the part of the agents that they could. sustain suits fot• 
infractions or the act. The pt·ogress of sut·vcy and. sale of the public 
)ands in this quarter, and. tho gradual pressure of the population up the 
peninsul~, fron1 Grand river northwarrl, have brought about the pe!'iod 
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when it is 110 longer deemed practicable to attempt exercising the authority 
m que~tion ove1• the ceded pot·tion of the Uppet• Lake count1•y ;* and the 
tribes mu'it, therefore, abide such legal enactments, or such want of them, 
touching their intet·nal affairs, as may result from local State legislation. 
So fat• as I know and believe, thet·e is a fl'iendly feeling on the part of 
the people of Michigan towards them, while numhe1·s of the Judians are 
p•·epa.l'ed to submit to the extension of the townshi[l, county, ami general 
laws over them. I have no confidence, however·, that the final result of 
theit• put·cha,ing lands at the land office, and remaining in the white set-
tlements, will he a whit mot·e favorable here, than it has been in other 
positions whet·e the expet·iment has been made. There at·e a thousand 
causes of latent dislike and disunion between two g•·eat stocks of the 
human race, who are so diffct·ent in their leading traits, physical and 
intellectual, as the An1e1·ican Indian and the Teutonic or Celtic. And 
although legislation 1nay commence he•·e, (as it is likely to do,) in kindness 
and a sincet·e wish to advance the Indians in civilization, there are deep-
seated reasons why it will, within a comparatively short period, 1levelop 
itself in a fcwrn as beit~g strongly advet·se to recognise an equality with 
t•·ibcr.; who may t·eceive. as a boon, what tuey cannot claim undet• the con-
stitution of Mirhigan as a J'ight. 
The license system was continuecl, after the date of my last annual 
rrport, ovet· the ceded tet·t·itory, up to December 31, 1839. The details 
belonging to this subject will be seen in the subjoined abstract No. 1. 
Subsequently to this date, all those portions of the act relative to tt·ade, 
bartct•, and the introduction of at·dent spirits, ( emb1·acing particularly 
sections fl'om 1 to 10, and fi'Om 20 to 21 iuclusive, and also section 25,) 
have been confined iu thei1· opemtiou to the portion of Michigan extend-
in{; west of Chocolate rivet·, on Lake Supel'ior; the title to which remains 
in the Indian t.·ibes. It is still a question worthy of c~nsidcration, 
whether· Congress may not deem it expedient, under 1.he general constitu-
tional pt·ovision embt·acing the subject, to pass some enactment to shield 
them ft·om the sale Ol' inb·oduction of at·dent spirits, and the barter, pledge, 
ot· sale of theit• arms ot• utensils, while they remain on the public domain. 
Fo1· it must lle borne in mind that these tl·ibes have not entered into any 
actual cngag1·tncnt to remove west, but are living on the ceded lan1ls undel' 
a genc1·al nsufl'uctuat·y right, seclll·cd to them by the 13th ;u·ticle of the 
tl'eaty. Tlmt the Ottawas and Chippewas, to whom these remarks apply~ 
cannut long remain in prosperity upon the ceded lands, must, however, be 
appat·ent to cve1·y pe•·son who has devoted his attention to the subject. 
Aud th<l f!Ul•stion of tLteit• removal and final location is one that IJegins to 
a.'!sume, in this qua•·tet·, impot·tanco; and has been discussed by the Indians 
themselves, within a few years past, with much interest. A lat·ge pro-
pot·tion of them arc disinclined to go to the Indian territory west, under 
any cunsidemtion. Some feel disposed to purchase lanus at the public 
};~nd offices, ami remain as cultivaturs of the soil ; ami a few have actually 
made such pm·chascs. Pot·tions of these bands look to Cattada as a final 
refuge, should cne1·cive measul'es fot• their t•emoval be ero11loyed ; and a 
numb(ll' of them have actually migt·ated to that quarter, pa1·tly influenced 
by the feat• of thcit• expulsion by force, and pa1·tly IJy the att1·action of 
• Vide Commi:-.sioner's l~tters 21st a~d 2'M August, confirming these views. 
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sharing in the 11resents issued to the Indians IJy the British Government 
at frontim· posts. 
The reserves made by them in the treaty of sale will all expire with 
the month uf May, 1841. Could they be induced to give up, by compact, 
the right of occupancy upon the un'lolllpuhlic lands-at least to all the ter-
ritory situated south of the straits of .JilichilimacJ.:inac-it is helievcll their 
own best interestB would be Sf'cm·ed therrby. lt is satisfactor·ily shown, 
from the survey, that the Michigan peninsula will settle compactly up 
to that point. Both the climate and soil, with limited rxceptions as to 
the lattm·, arc highly favo•·nble to the growth of wheat, flint co1·n, ba•·ley, 
]leas, oats, and other productions of the latitudes cmht•aced l>y it. In ad-
dition to which, the recent disco,·e•·irs of prime saline wateJ'fl, gypsum, 
bog-ore, slaty coal. and shell marl, togcthet· with the piner·ies, the amount 
of water-110Wer· of its stt·eams, and the facilitirs of the lake navigation, 
point it out as a highly and permanently valuai>Je pmtion of' the State. 
Settlements !rave ah·l'ady extrnded to about midway of the valley 
Mackigo. 'l'he entire peninsula is now sur•vt•yed into townships, up to the 
straits of Michilimarkinac, and subdivided to near the south point of 
Little 'l'ravcrse l>ay, Lake :Michigan; and the rrmaindet• is in the p•·ocrRs 
of subdivision, and, with the close of the pr·esent year·, will be rrJmt·tcd to 
the Gener·al Land Office for its action. The whole aJ'(•a is open to the 
sci·utiny and enterpr·ise of a steadily accumulating JHlpulation; and it can-
not be pr·edicted that the compar·atively large numiJcr· of Ottawas and 
Chippewas, who at•e still located her·e, can maintain themselves for· any 
length of time l>y hunting. Collisions happen whenever the twu race8 
come into contact; no small p:u·t of the husincss of this office consists of 
the hearing and examination of claims on botJ. sides. 
'l'he mur·c.Jer of Glass and Iris family. in 1838, which yet remains unex-
piated, indicates that it iB impossible to shirld the settlcr·s, at all points, 
from occasional outl>reaks of }Jersonal vindiction. Tire ea1·1ier, the•·rlorc7 
the local sep:u·ation is ctfccte!l between masses of' population so wholly 
dissimilat· as the white ami the red, the more auS]liciuus will it be to the 
peace and proS}Jerity of both. 
There ar·e no later·al causes to be evolved, it is brlieved, wltirh will 
arrest the spt·ead of the Saxon race over the whole rontincut; and it i~ not 
p•·obable that any pr·ovision c:m he made fm· the )li'Cscr·vation of the 
al>original race, which promises to be so effectual as tlreiJ· r.nlonizatinn or 
transference to a!separ·atc tel'l'itnry, as is now in the proces'l of bl'ing done, 
wh<we they can nut be reached by the evils "hich nnw I"'Pss upon them, 
or •thwm·ted in their· }JCculiar mode of gover·nment and lawR by the local 
legislation of the State. If the Indian is eve1· to asst•r·t lriR daimc;; tn dis-
tinction among the t·aces of men, it must be under cir·cumstanres which 
win give latitude to the lleculiar hent and tastrs or abor·iginal intellect. 
High notious of independence haYe ever· been evincl'll hy the tribes, with-
out, howeve1·, showing the fot·esight, ner·ve, or )ll'udencc to )ll'l'St'l'\ e, or 
in reality to attain it. It is apparent that the puwct• of t·atiocinatiun in 
this •·ace is ferbly dcYeloped ; w!1ile all past obser·vation lll'll\'es that tho 
desire of present good, 01' gl'atifications or a nrcrcly phy si~al char·arter, 
have uniformly pt·edominated o"er all consider·ations of the past aud the 
future. Hence they have lhcd only for· the passing day, a.11!1 thl'Y ha\'1' 
actually failed. throughout: mot•e tha11 two centuries of our history. to 
make any general, solid, or_ wise pro\'ision for their true ad\·ancemcnt in 
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civilization. All Ruch attempts on their par·t, in the United States, date· 
since 1860: and it is very manifest that the.'le effru·ts must have ended in 
an cntir·e failur·e, had not the General Government come to their t·escue,. 
about eighteen ycar·s since, with the plan of an independent western 
colonization ot• ter·ritot·ial settlement. 'Vhether the remove1l tl'ibes shall 
all be confined to one tel'!·itor·y, or ther·e shall be a northet·n and a southern 
refuge, iA a question open for· discussion at this time, as the extent of the 
counb·y south of the Missom·i is undet·stood to be inadequate to locate all 
the tr·ibes. You will par·don these t•ernar·ks, if theJ appear· to I.Jc. in any 
res1>ect, disquisitive; the oi.Jject being to a}>ply them to several thousands 
of men of a manly anll inte!'csting stock and lineage in the upper lakes--
namely, the Algonquin, who have just now read1ed a crisis in their 
affait·s. And as ther·e is manifestly a want of both decision of character 
and sound foresight. on their· par·t, to meet it, a renewed effort would seem 
to be due on the put of the Government. 
That any results of a favor·able chat·acter can be anticipated, either-
where they now a~·e, or r.ray be finally located, without the gener·al adop-
tion of lettrrs and the lll'inciples of Clu·istianity by the tr·ibes, is, however~ 
quite idle. Those who advocate a contr·at·y policy, cling · to a fallacy, 
which will be found w be wholly exploded by an attei1tive examination 
of the genet·al histor·y and progrrss of foreign and domestic education ~nd 
missionary efforts, within the last forty years, during which pel'iod they 
hare been the most active. This rq1or·t does not afford scope for any 
tl1ing beyond a br·icf synoptical notice of school and missionat•y operations, 
even among these tribes; and this will be defet·red to the sequel. 
Placed in contact with tire Canadian i't·ontier, this office has not over-
looked, dm·ing the past year, the elfor·ts made to concentmte an Indian 
colony on the Manitoulin islands, within the Lake Ilur·on borders or 
Upper Canada. The number of Indians who assembled lher·e in the 
months of July and August last. is variously estimated at from tht•oo 
thousand to six thousand. It included par·ties from the shores of Lake 
Supe~·ior·, the heads of the Mississippi and Pembina, as weJl as the more 
contiguous tt·ibes of Michigan, and ft·om portions of V\' iskonsin and 
Iowa. While the assemblage of visiting Indians is repol'ted to have been 
larger than usual, the permanent migr·ation from our ter·ritory is believed 
to have been less than it was the pr·evious year·, and a tone of dissatisfac-
tion is evinced by some of the retur·ning Indians. AI ways unduly in-
fl.uenced by present advantages, it is believed that the cause of this rather 
altered feeling among them is to be found in the lat'ger number· of par·tici-
pant!> in the presents issued thel'e, which necessal'ily made the diviston 
larger, and the distributive shar·e to each less. About forty J>ersons 
~mostly childr·en) ar·e repor·ted to h:n-e died while there, and on the 
JOU!'ney. A feeling that was temporary will JlUSS away with the causes 
of it, and thct·e is no doubt but that number·s will continue annually to 
meet at these islands, as a rendezvous, as long as presents are given to 
tlrem without distinction of their place of residence. 
ri'hat the United State.<> Indians arc thus suborned, contt·ar·y to good 
faith, cannot be disguised. Many of the chiefs are indeed shr·ewd enough 
to pe.rcci"e this; and Aome of them have acknowledged it to me the pt·esent 
season. They fur·ther·mor·e observe that the location is nf)t a favorable 
one for theit· permanent residence. The climate is not absolutely forbid-
ding, although it is unfavorable to a profitable growth of corn. Portions 
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or the soil are d1·y; much or it is stony; pat·ts consist of bleak rock : the 
fisheries are not to be 1·elied on; there is absolutely no game upon which 
the Indians can depend; and the coasts are very tempi>stuous, and cannot 
be navigated in canoes a large p01·tion of the year. Take away tlie ex-
traneous advantages of theit· position, ami the settlements would rapidly 
dwindle away. Indeed, the sot:nd of his words hal! scat·cely died on my 
cars, siuce a \'et'Y intcll!gent and shrewd Michigan chief stated to me 
that, in his view, t!w Bt·itish Government held out inducements to the 
assembly th~•·e, mot·e from the hope of secm·ing the service of the Indians 
in any :'utut·e difficulties with the United States, than f1·om any other 
cattse. It is conceived 1n·oper to apprize the depat·tment of the annual 
movements in this respect among the Lake Indians; r·ather with the view, 
howevet•, of putting it in 11ossessiQ11 of the information, than from any 
belief that the subject calls for particulm· action at this time; and, under 
the present loose, and as it appcat•s to me, unsanctioned state of the Mani-
toulin pt•oject on the part of the home Government. . 
In the month of J anuat•y last, letters were intercepted at the falls of 
St. Mat·y, which revealed a pruposition by the local agentg at the Mani-
toulins, to embrace the haJf.br·eed population of the northwest with the 
Indian population; and to issue presents to them. as iii done to the erratic 
Indians, if tlwy would assent to the at•t•angement, and e!ll'ol themselves 
fot• the purpose. The originals of these letters, which are written in 
Ft·ench. wer·e tt·ansmitted to the department in my letter of the 7th of 
May last, and tt·anslations retained het·e, which I beg leave to refer to. 
On the 28th AJll'il last, about tht·ee months subsequent to this disclosure, 
Shingwalk, the leading chief of the Indians residing on the Canada bor-
ders of the stt·aits of St. Mary, bt·ought forwar·d the same pt·oject in a 
mixed council of the Indians and half-breeds on that frontier, embracing 
from both sides of the lines. 
'f You know," he declared in his speech, "what our English fathers 
told us whilst they were het·e. 'Vhethet• the thing you ask of the Br·itisb 
Gover·nmcnt will be gt·anted or not, we do not know; but if the half-bJ·ecds 
will consent to be under us, as Indians, we hope it will be granted. This 
is what our father·s told us. 'l'he half-breeds on om· side [of the river] 
have nrady all consented. I am uow going to the Manitoes in a few 
days, to lear·n whether our presents are to be giwn to us here, ot· at the 
Manitoes; and to get a far·met•, a yoke of oxen, and farming utensil;;; a 
blacksmith, a cat·penter and all their· tools ; window-glass, ancl nails fot• 
our impr·ovemrnts ; and wheat, oats, ami potatoes, to plant at Garden 
rivet•: all which they have lll'omised us.'' 
Emigt·ation ft·om Michigan to the Indian territot·y west of the Missis-
sippi, within the year, has been confined to the Chipvewas of Swan creek 
and Black r·iver, who reacheu their destination on the Osage eal'ly in the 
month of N overnber, 1839. They wet•e rerehed with kindness by the 
Shawne<'s, the Ottowas of Maumee, the Delawm·es, and other kindred 
tribes; and immediately began to clear lands, and make pr·eparations for 
building and. t<-ncing. The mildness of the climate permitted them to 
labOJ·, unilltert·U}Jtedly, tht·ough the winter. The improvements made by 
the tr·ibes who had preceded them, roused a S}Jit•it of emulation, which has 
led to the happiest results. An eye-witness writes "that they at•e doing 
as well, if not better, than any othe1· emigrant t1·ibe.'' By the 20tlt of 
.April last, each head of a family had cleared, and fenced, and planteU, a 
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number of acres; aml most of them bad built comfortable log cabins; 
some of them had made as many as five thousand rails. The chief had 
from tweh·e to fifteen acres enclosed, and had complett:d a good log 
dwelling. Not a case of dt•unkenness had been known; and, indeed. 
thei1· remote position rendered it •lifficult to JH'ocure spirituous liquors. 
Major Pilcher, to whose super·intendency they have been tr·ansfer·r·ed, 
pr·omptly t'ut·nished them subsistence on their at•t•ival; and I have it frorn 
their chief, as well as f1·om othet·s. that they have been kindly received by 
the Uover·nment agents west, and found the country to sur·pass. in fet·-
tility and climate, any that they had evet• known. I have the most em-
phatic testimony on this }JOint from the chiel~ Estonoquot, who, taking up 
a handful of black earth from his rese1·vation on the Osage, Raid to one 
of the emigmting officerE, "this is richet• than all the land I left on Swan 
ct·eek." 
It is desirable that the remnants of these bands, who still remain in 
Michigan, should follow theit· bretht•en ; and this most of them :we willing 
to do, as one of the emigt•ant'l of last.year has verbally repor·te•l to thent 
the gr·eat advantages of theit• change. Thet•e is a double reason f'or sanc-
tioning this policy. Not only have they sold all their lands in Michigan, 
but their· old annuity is payable exclusi\'ely (beginning with 1840) west 
of the Mississippi. 
Although these bands have been sent west at an expense dispropor-
tioned to theit• number·s, and the sale of their lands has not yet t·eim-
burscd the advance made to them, still, theit· obvious claims, as one of the 
principal stocks of the ancient tJ·ibes of Dett·oit, and 6eing the fir·st band 
which has actually and successfully emigr·ated west from the latitude of' 
Centl'al Michigan, fut•nish stt·ong t·easons for f111·thet•ing, at the earliest 
possible time, theit· t•eunion with the Western Chippewas. 
The opinion of the Shawnee nation in favot· of the location, and tho 
lantls in that quarter gener·ally, may be appt·opriately added, fr·om a for-
mal communication made by that nation in council, addressed to the Chip-
pewas of Michigan. This commttnication bear·s date the 18th April, 1840~ 
and is signed by their leading chiefs, Wawillasse, Joseph Par·ks, and 
Setho • 
. "We ha\'e been living," they say," in this countt·y since 1832, and find 
1t to be healthy and pleasant; and, as to soil and far·ming purposes, it is 
not, in out· opinion, to be exceeded by any in the world. It has been a 
country ct·owded with game of different kinds, of which ther·e is still some 
little to be seen; but it ·would not do to think of living on game nnly, as 
th~r·e can be so much bcttet· living made by farming aml cultivating the 
soli." 
"So, if you intend to move, we will give you om· advice as brothers to 
come to our [section of] countt·y, as we feel confident you will be well 
plea<;ed, and nevet' repent the move t() it. And the countt·y th:tt has 
been reserved for you is south of this place [Shawnee council-house] 
:fifty ot• sixty miles, aud is also a very fiue countr·y; and this rounti'Y is 
for the t•ed people only, and is -the bai!it they can ever get from the Ameri-
can Govct·nmeut; as you all know, when we ar·e sutTOunded by whites. 
that we ar·e poisoned to death by some ef the trifling ones that floud our 
countt·y with liquor, and kill off our· people. That is one great cause 
[why] the red people will do much better here than where we cam~ 
ft•om." 
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This is the confidential testimony of one tl'iue to another. It is th~ 
Jangn11gc of a people in a stat(} of t•apid tJoansition ft·om barba.·ism to 
civilization. who have abandoned the chase as a means of lidng, and be-
gun, in good e:u·nest, both to appt·eciate and lll'actise agricultut·e. It is 
fuJ·ther wor·t hy of notice, as the t•ee<n·ded expea·ience of a ta·ibe after but 
eight year·s' residence in their new location, notwithstanding their pre-
-vious str-ong Jll'edilection fot· the huntet• state, and the land of their na-
th'ity in the Ohio miley. 
Jn a •·eview of the agencies reporting to this office for the year, there 
are but few points, excrpt those of a geographical chat•acter, which call 
for separate notice in this t·cport. Details relative to the Indian popula-
tion, tt·adc. licenses, and pea·sons employed to aid them in the mechanical 
arts, agricnltliJ·e, and othrr objrcts pa·ovidcd foa· by law, or by treaties, 
will be digl'sted ami exhibited in tables hea·eto annexed • 
. rrhe accompanying t•eport of the sub-agent at Sault Stc. Marie denotes 
that the Indians ha,-c been engaged in theit· or·1linary pua·suits of .hunting 
and fishing with success. The grrate.st obstacle encountet-ed tn their ad-
vance in that sub-agency arises, it will be seen, from tin• continued and 
increasiug usc of ardent spit·it'l, which, since the cession of the cnunta·y, 
are sold without infr·inging the intercoua·se act. I refer· to Mr·. Or-d's r-e-
port for the amount of fur·s, sug:u·, and fish, made and bat•tered with the 
tradct•s at that post. 
The tr·ausfet·ence of the pr·incipal tlepot of the fur trade to one of the 
group of the Apostlrs' islands in Lake Super·ior. an1l the rise of the fish-
ing business in that lake within late yeaa·s, have atta·acted into that toe-
mote qn~u·ter an incipient populatinn, which, although small at present, 
appears dl'stined to be per·manent and to inca·ease. Fh·e wssels have 
been int1'01lucecl on Lake Superioa· since the spring of 1836, when the fir·st 
was launched, measuring fa·orn thirty-five to one hundr·ed ani! ten tons 
each. A suh-agt•ncy was first established at Lapointe in 1826, at which 
the Chippewas of the uppe1· Mississippi are now in the receipt of an an-
nuity of $g8,500 in money and goods, besides libca·al appa·opa·iations for 
mechanics and other ohjccts. Tlwrc are two missions and schools for 
Indian childa·en at that point, and a consider·able fixed 11opulation, who 
arc mostly connected with the opel'ations of the American F'ut• Company 
in the IHII'tltwest. 
Sault Ste . .Mat•ic is the most noa·thcastet·ly point occupied by the Indian 
Depar·tment. It had been one of the eat•liest mission and ta·adiug stations 
of the Ft•ench ; but was first occupied by the United States in 1822, !'Iince 
which an agency, or· sub-agency, anu a g•wr·ison, have bren maintaine1l~ 
The Indians aa·e paa·ticipants in the aunuities 11aid at Mackinac. 'rl.e 
villagr. has a post-office and local magistr.Ltes, and is distant about twelve 
hundr·ed miles nor·thwest of 'Washington. 
The suh-agency of Saganaw embt·aces the bands who have been known~ 
from an early day, under· that name. lts affaia·s have been managed by 
an acting sub-agent, within the last few yeaa·s, with pr'Omptitude and effi-
ciency. Sua·t'llllndt~d hy a white populatiun, ami being in the habit o£ 
using ar·llent spirits fa·cely, without schools o1· reguhLr industa·y, these 
ba'ruls are subjt'ct to a still ful'lhet• dept•cssion in their numbers ant! con-
dition than has been already witnessed. The r·e-;er·,·es, the use of which 
i'l secured to them by the treaty of January 14th, 1837, will expire July 
2d, 1843; after which time, their removal will become necessary. In the 
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mean time, tl1e measure of effecting it, in a mannet· most satiRfactory to 
them all!l to the citizens of Michigan, constitutes a question of pulicy 
which should I.Je ke.pt in Yiew, and furnishes gr·ountl fot· the earliest prac-
ticable action of the derartment. 
The age:-:cy of Michilimackinac, which is locatell on the island of that 
11ame at the head of Lake Hurun, is the 1wincipal centt·e of businesR with 
the lake trii.Jes dur·ing the open season. At this Jllacc, la•·ge bodies of 
the Chippewas and Ottawas assemi.Jle annually, ft·um the Ist to the 15th 
Septembet·, to receive their annuities. The assemulage of such large 
bodies of Indians to receive la1·ge sums of money, which they are not 
well capacitated to usc, and gene•·ally want the foresight to retain, is un-
favorai.Jie to theit· general m<ll'als; and it may he donhte~l whether, in 
many cases. the recipient is not decidedly injtu·ed, rather than benefited, 
by them. The places where these paymeuts a1·e made, sel've as so mariy 
centJ·es of attJ·action for tt·ade and barter; and they exhiuit, pel'11aps mot·e 
than one feature in common with municipal fairs. If the Indian's wants 
are supplied, his fltncy and his appetites a1·e not less fJ•equently gratified. 
The iugenuity of venders is found to adapt itself to the Indian taste in 
the exhibition of goods, wat·es, and articles of mere luxury; ami it is 
quite manifest that evet·y year adds to the numhct• who flock to these 
places of tempura•·y trade. It is the use of ardent spir·its. howevet·, (an 
at·tide which is fr·eely SUll}>lied,) that constitutes their chief !.lane, convei·t-
ing that which would othet•wise I.Je a se2son of plenty and good humor, 
into a gloomy and revolting scene ot' t·iot aml dl'lmkenness, followed not 
nnfrequently by disease, aml sometimes by death. 'l'his is not the whole 
extent of the e\·il. The facility with whi<·h the Indians J>at·t with their 
money becomes the sect·et motive of their being advised to call on the 
agents of the Government fot• theit• vested funds; aml they thus become 
the dupes of the ar·tful and designing. Education and the arts, the culti-
l'ation of land and raising of stock, cannot be rightly app1·eciated by er-
ratic hunters and wat·r·iors, who still look to the chase and the wat·-path 
fot• all that is glot·ious ; and school-houses, I.Jooks, and farms, become 
as nothing in thcit• estimation, when they stand in the way of theit· !<elf-
ish gr·atification. It is not easy, h•1wever, to de\'ise a remedy: the Gov-
eJ•nment acquits itself of !.I lame hy continuing to add to its yearly obliga-
tions to l>ay coin ; and it is helievcd the !.lest I'emedy it could provide for 
existing evils would be to facilitate, at the earliest }Wactic:tble time, the 
remo,·at of these bands fr·om Michigan to a location where they would be 
beyond their reach. Permanently JH'ospet·ous they cannot I.Je, where they 
now aJ•c. 
The entire amount of money disbursed during the year, specifying ob-
jects, }>et·sons, and places, will he found in the general :tbstracts accom-
panyiug the accounts of this office up to the soth instant. It will be 
found, by rxaminin~; the details, that the entit•c disbursements ha\·e been 
made at a contingent expense which bear·s a ratio but little exceeding 
twenty per cent. on the expenditure for similar oi.Jjects under the system 
of militaJ'Y 1lisbu•·sing agents in the yea1·s 1857 an_d 1858. 'l'his a1·ises 
fr·om the differenre I.Jetweeu the 1weseut and for·mer systems, and it is be-
lieved that the va1·ious (luties have been }Jerfm·mc<l usefully and satisfac-
torily tn the puulic and to the tJ·iues, and the account>~ rendct·ed with 
equal pt·omptitudc. Not a dollar has been paid to any agent or other 
person holdin~ ollice in the superintendency, for exh·a ser\·ices in 1840; 
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nor l1as any compensation been made to such persons, beyond the re-
imbursement of theit· actual travelling expenses in collecting dt·afts aRd 
]KWforming other extra duty. 'l'he otlicers aud men empl<Jyed in the de-
partment ha\'e been paid in gold, drafts~ or bills of specie-paying banks 
above the denomination of twenty dollars. The heavy annuity paid at 
Mackinac was collected by them in cein ft·o:n the westet•n land office~ 
within ten days of the receipt of the 'l't·easury dr·afts; an<l the whole sum 
was actually paid out to the Indians within thirteen uays aftm· it was re-
ceived by the oftke. I owe it to the agents nndet• my charge, to whum 
the above remarks apply, to say that they have evinced a l>romptitude, 
despatch, and economy in the execution of theil· duties, which, as they 
receive no extt·a emolument, .,Jeserves this public expt·cssion of appt·oval. 
The number and names o£' the persons employed in this superintendency, 
in 1he year terminating on the soth instant, together with the date of 
theit· appointment, pay received, and stations occupied, is exhibited in 
abstr·act No. 2. The aggt·egate is twcnty-se,·en: of which number, one 
is an agent; two, ~ml)-agents; three, inteqwetcrs; eight, bla~;ksmiths 
and assistant.<>; one, guusmith; five, farmers and assistants; one, car-
l>enter; fout·, physicians; a messenger, and a keepct• of dot·mitory • 
.No class of mechanics employed for the Indians labor mot·e effectively 
a111l industl'iously in their calling than the smiths ; and both the agents 
and the Indians concur in attesting to the fidelity of those who have 
worked in this district. Eight hundt·cd an1l seventy-nine dollars and 
sixty cents worth o£' stock and matet·ials, distributed in five shops, 
have been purchased and delivered to them, and, in pat·t, worked up, dut·-
ing the yeat·. 'l'hey have repait·cd the arms and utensils of the Indians~ 
of every descl'iption, and furnished a lat·ge amount of axes, hoes, spears, 
and othct· ar·ticles, made ft·om new it·on and steel. One of the shops is 
locateu at Saganaw, one at St. Mary~s, one a.t Grand Traverse bay, and 
two at Mackinac. Abstract No. S shows the amount of work done at the 
latter place alone. From the othet• shops no retums of this kind have 
been t·eccived. 
It is to be rcgt·etted tlsat the t'armers and the assistants c:mnot be cm-
Jlloyed with crpml effect : the object docs not admit of it. Om· northern 
Indians are adverse to manual labor in all its forms, an<l to no species oi 
it at·e they moro so than to agt·iculture. To fell trees, make fences, grub, 
}Jlough, sow, and reap, at•e em]Jloymcnts so uncongenial to them, that it 
is wit~t gr·cat difficulty they can be induced to give even a }Jat·tial atten-
tion to them. It is conceived to be the ]ll'imat·y object of a farmet· t() 
teach them the art, and aid them in the practical execution. They arc not 
expected to wot·k exclusively (ot· the Indians, \Yithout being aidCll by them; 
for, if so, and the Indians are not taught to labor with them, it would be 
lnanifestly bettet·, and far cheaper, to purchase the pt·oducts antl not raise 
them. The cost of keeping cattle for the benefit of the Indians has been 
conl.!emned by exllct·ience here, except to a limited extent in W!wking-
uxcn and hot·ses. The cost of hay and grain, and the labor· of feeding, 
to multiply stock,for them, are found, in these n01·thcrn latitudes, to over-
balance any advantages at·isiug from it. Nor do the farmet·s, who haYe 
actually been employed ior four yeat·s, rrport any gcncml aptitude or 
dis1Jositiou in the lndians to take cat·e of cattle. The same innate objec-
tion to this bt•anch of husbandry exists-, that ha'l been noticed in tillage 
and cleat·ing lands. The Indian confounds voluntary labor with servility~ 
' 
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"Nor well distinguishes, in labor's cause, 
Betw·een the man who drh·es, and ox who draws." 
Still, it is to be.! obscrYed that there are, het·e and there, instances of a desil'6 
on the part of individuals to possess stock and cultivate a little. It cannot 
be expeded that t•ude hunters. who are still measurably sm·rounded by their 
. natire fot·csts, should at once abandon the chase and embrace agriculture. 
And so long as the ohligation remains, by treaty stipulations, to furnish 
this class of tnachers. and so long as there is any prospect of utility, pet·-
sevt'rancc in the effort is due. If thet·e are none who will avail them-
seh·es of these labors, the fault is wholly with the tribe: but the obligation 
of the Government is not thereby in the least impaired. Were not the 
pht•aseology of tt·caties imper·ati,•e in this respect, [ am of opinion that, 
under Hte pl'esent apathy of the Indians on the subject, bettet• effects woulll 
fr·equeMtly, perhaps genemlly, follow from hir·ing men to plough the In-
dian fields, and doing othm· necessar·y work at day-labor, than appointing 
far·met•s at annual salat·ics. To render the far·mer·s ami assistants as 
useful as possible, pains have heen taken, from time to time, to employ 
men of good mOt·al charactm·, who feel inter·estcd in the ·advancement of 
the tr·ibes. To be t·eady, promptly, to do whatevet• was required in teach-
ing and aidiug both old and young ther·ein, has been at all times requir-ed, 
and, so far as is known or r·epor·ted, invat·iably done. A consider·ahle 
amount of ploughing has beP.n pet•fnrmed in districts wher·c the htdians 
raise corn, as in the Saganaw valley and Grand Traver·se peninsula. 
Logs ha,·e ueen cnt and dr·awn out for· building; fields, fflr t·aising oats, 
hay. tut•nips, and potatoes, have been deared and cultivated by them, 
(<'hi!'lly on the reserves;) and the pr·oclucts been appliccl to the benefit of the 
lnclians, par·tly in sustaining the cattle, and p<wtly in donations to Indian 
families. They have housed the cattle all(} pel'l'or·med car·tage whenever 
there waf! Indian pr·operty to he removed, cut fir·e-wood, fencing, &c. A 
commendable disposition to engage in agrrcultut·e il'l reported of several 
villages rrsiding on the peninsula south of the str·aits of Mackinac, among 
whom cattle. ploughs, and otht•r· ag l'icultlll·al implements, seed-cot·n, lum-
ber·, &c .. have bPen given. at such times ancl in t> UCh quantities as the 
occasion called for·. It has been unifor·mly found that those pct·sons con-
nected with the srhool and missionary efforts, without distinction, have 
eviuccd the readiest disposition lloth to lahor ancl pl'rsevere thcr·ein; and 
if the pr·inciplns of Cltr·istianity be not, at all times, the parent nf civil-
ization, it may he safely asserted, as far as obser·vation in this qual'ter 
denotci!, that the latter is the constant t·esult of these principles. 
Ca1·pentel's have been employed within the year·, at sever·al points in 
the \mlian rountl'y, in er·ecting and t•epait·ing houses for the Indians, and 
the mech<mirs and others employed for them, and in m<lking tt·unks, win-
dow-Bashes, doors, and other plain joiner-work. Quite an item in their 
Jabot• has consistetl in ftu·nishing cotlins for their dead. This is a bt·ancll 
of the mcehanic at·ts that is among the first appreciated hy the Indian 
tr·ibe~ in their pr·ogress to civilization; and ther·e is proof furnished me 
that they have been faithfully (although, from the want of objects, not un-
interr·uptrtlly) cm1>loyed ; and that the agents have remitted no exet·tiort 
to make tiH'it· srrvice.R as generally useful to the Indians as possible. 
The inter·pr-eters in the Indian Department are decidedly the poorest 
paid chss of public servants in it; and the consequence is, that there are 
frequent changes, and but little talent, in the aggregate, in thooe em-
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ployed. I do not know that it is practicable, at this time, to apply the 
requil·ed remedy for the pr·esent defective system; but I cannot hesitate in 
recnr1ling my unaltered O}Jinion of the practical disadvantages attending 
its continuance. 
I~ h.} sicians are employed at the principal agencies, and some other 
points, with unnU"ying advantage. 'l'he Indians not only appr·eciate tbc 
medical art, and have great faith in it, hut are pleased with the attention 
<>f physiriaus, orten when the cause of complaint is hnt slight. Their em· 
ploymeut keeps up a good under·standing with tl1em. 
In most cases medical gentlemen attached to the army have been em· 
plnyed, at ver·y limited and inadequate salaries for the services rendered. 
It is a math·r of regret that so little attention has been bestowed on the 
subject in the for·mation of tr·eaties, and that so little is actually set a,pat;t 
for thrir• sHpport. 
Under· the act of Congress of 1859, "for vaccination of Indians," 
.$500 have been expended fot• vaccine matter and vaccinating the bands 
at var·ious points where the disease it is intended to neutt·alize had ap· 
peared or wg_s dreaded. There is no service better appreciated by the 
Indians. The app~arance of small-pox is sufficient. at any time, to 
create a pauic in an Indian tt·ihe, to whom it brings all the fears, and, when 
without timely r·elief, all the fatal consequences of the plague. 'I'helr \'cr·y 
name fot• it ("Mum-mnk·kiz-zc-win") is a term of tel'l·or • . 
* * .... * * • * ... 
I haye the honor to he, sit·, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY R. SCHOOLCRAFT, 
.flcting Superintendent Indian .lljJ'airs, .Michigan. 
Hon.- '1'. H ,\.RTLF.Y CRAWFORD, 
Commissione1· of Indian .llffairs, Washington. 
No.. so. 
Extract fro-m the repo1·t cif James Ord, s~tb-agent, Sault 8te . .illarit. 
I have the honor to report tlmt, during the Jl!'csent year·, the Indians of 
this sub·agency have been mor·e successft1l in their· pursuits than · for 
many years past. .Fishing, hunting, and tha manufacture of sugar, make 
up their whole employment. 
The bands at the Sault antl Taquomenon. and J a bay 'Yadick's band, 
have sold to the tmder s not less than 400 barrels of fish, $5,000 worth 
of furs, antl 12,000 lhs. of' maple-sugar, since Jast fall. Their potato 
crops (the only wgctalllc they cultivate) arc JH'nmising ;· they have 
planted twice as much as last year. Cases of sickness, Jll'incipally 
of rheumatic and Jmlmonal'y sym]Jtoms, ha\'e been more frequent. Last 
year there were 11 births and 10 deaths. The hir·ths this ye-ar are 14, 
aud the deaths 14; of \\ hich 2 bil·ths and 7 lleaths c~ men, 5 women, aml 
2 boys) in the Sault band. In the Taquomcnon hand, 2 bir·ths and 4 
deaths : of the latter, two adults. In the Chocolate Ri,·er hand, 1 birth 
and 1 death. In the Gt·and Island hand, 5 hir·ths. In the Auce and 
Outonagon hands, 6 hit·ths aud 2 deaths. 
The gt·eatest obstacle to the effot·ts of the gentlemen and their coad.· 
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jutors, engagetl in the etlucation of Indian and mixed-bloofl children, is 
the great quantity of Rpir·ituous liquor soltl in this place to the Indians 
and half-breeds. Ther·e arc at Jli'Csent not Jess than thirteen places 
where it is sold ; last year· there wer·c five. Out of the fourteen dcatbs-
abo\'e stated, eleven have been of those who lived at and uear the Sault. 
The whole of the three bands of the Sault, and those of Gr·and Island, 
with the exceptinn of a few families, and more than half of the Auce and 
Ontonagon bands, went to the Briti<>h island (Manitoulin) to receive pres-
ents in the early Jlatt of August last. 
The number· of Indians in this sub-agency, fr·om the best information I 
possess, is about 705 ; 405 under the treaty of 1836, and about 300 in 
the Ancc and Ontonagon bands. 'l'hc hunts of these two bands last 
winter were 200 beaver, 500 marten, and 50 other· skins ; and they made 
10,000 lbs. of maple-sugar last spring. These people have gar·dens, in 
which ar·c potatoes, turnips, and peas; they, it is thought, will have over 
3,000 bushels of potatoes this season-a greater portion of gr·<mnd hav-
ing boen ]lilt under cultivation than usual. 'l'hey will, through the 
assistance of the Revcr·end William H. Brockway, have a team fot• theil."" 
use. I have fur·nished them, at the request of Indians under the tr·caty, 
with a set of har·t·ow-teeth and yoke-irons. They have been healthful,. 
and lla\·e · caught an abundance of fish during the winter and warm 
season. 
No. 51. 
Extract from the report of Samuel .Milroy, SUb··agent, Indiana. 
As to the numbct• of the Miamies, the same difficulty occurs that had 
to be encountered last year-that is, an unwillingness to let their numbe~ 
be known ; but, from the best information that can be obtained, they do 
not exceed seven hundr·ed in aU, and probably a less number ·would be 
neare1· correct. Their· habits of intemperance at·e said to ha\·c increased 
the pr·esent year; cer·tainly they have not lessened. 
The habits of these Indians, and their situation, sm·rounded as they 
arc by wl1ite settlements, ar·e certainly the best illustratiGn of the inju-
rious effects of the contiguity of Indians to whites. Not many years 
since, this was one of the most powet·ful tr·ibes of the not·thwest: now, it is 
rcduwl to a few warrior·s-not to exceed two huntlred-with nearly thr·ec 
females to one male. Half of' the deaths ol' atlu1t males is by assassin-
ation; the chihh·en not in pn>pot'tiou to the adults; those under fifteen 
year·s of age not exceeding, ]Jer·haps, one hundred. Besides their habiis 
of' intcmllet·ance, which al'e common to both sexes, another cause may be 
mentioned as contt·ibuting to their rapid decline, that is-their· disrrgartl 
of the mal'l'iagc tic. It is common fot· an Indian to have a plumlity of 
wives, as also continual changing of' them. I have known, ho\vever, 
stl'ict Gbscrvance of the marriage contt·act; and I have also known 
instance.'l wher·c an Indian had two wives, both having rhilth·en, and all 
living together in the most per-fect har·mony and friendship. Since 
last annual report, thry have lost four of their pr·incipal chiefs, viz : 
Francis Godfroy, Ma-gin-a-que, Little Duck, and Black Loon: the only 
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remaining chief of influence is John B. Richard ville, who is three-fourths 
Freuch blood. This man, in point of intelligence and sagacity, is inferior 
to but few. He is now about eighty years of age; was bol"ll at Fot·t W ayn~ 
lmliana, at which place and its vicinity he has resided his whole lifetime. 
Sever·al warr·ioJ•s have fallen victiras to the knife since lafit annual 
ll'por·t, occasioned by intoxication. 'rhe laws of the State prohibit the 
sale of al'(lent. spit·its to the Indianfi ; it being an indictable offence, and 
punishable by fine. Such has been the law for years, but me~ms are 
always found to evade it. Many of those who tr·ade with the Indians 
claim to be Indians, being of mixed blood. These individuals pur-
chase whiskey in Ja'rge quantities, and retail it to the Indians, and do 
not hold themselves amenable to the State laws; and, so far, have not 
been pr·osecuted for· violations of the law J'eferr·ed to. 
The M iamics haYe raised this seafion 500 or 600 bushels of corn in part 
ilf the villages : some none : most, 01· all, will not have sufficient for 
their· usc. The cause of their· using no industa·y for· their support, is, no 
doubt, the la•·ge amount of thei•· annuities. and other sums of money 
recci\'ed fo1• lands sold to the Govm·nmcut: tl'lrsting to these as the means 
of suppo1·t, the hauit has gr·own up, of depending on them for· a suste-
nann•. They pm'Chase all their clothing, and nearly all their· food, fr·om 
the tradtws; depending on paying for· them at the payment of annuity, or 
when additional lands ar·e sold to the Gove•·nmeRt; purchasing their 
supplies on such ct•edits, the cost is enhanced at Je,,st a hundred per cent. 
When the laborers are in theit• employ, that the Government by tt·eaty 
~tipulation is requirrd to fu1·nish them annually, nothing is mor·r. commoH. 
than to sec the Indians lonkiug on with the appar·ent fancied superior·ity 
()f a West India plante1· over·seeing hi'l slaves. It would seem, from this 
statement o!' facts, that the annuity system, as well as the p•·actice uf fur-
nishing lallor·c•·s to the Indians, is iujur·ious to them. l~t proprH·tiHn as they 
are t·eleased from the neces):jity of labor· or· industry. in that pr·oportion 
they become idle anrl vidous. It may be arl!lcd, that the tr·adet•s use every 
means tH induee the Indians to put·chase goods: it is said that some of 
t hem sri! to them, whethct• intoxicated or· nut-to the old or young, to 
the wor·thless, as readily as to those of an opposite ehar·arter·; calculating 
that pt·ovision will be made for paying the dellts of the tl'ibe at a subse-
quent sale of theiJ· Lmds, as has been done he1·etoforc. 
In r·clation to Rchools, or education among these Iudians. but little has as 
yet been dune, though those engaged in missionary labo•·s have not oyer-
looked them. The Methodist Episcopal Chu:·ch have deputed a gentle-
lnan well qualified fo1· such a work, (the Reverent! Mr. Belote,) to reside 
among or neat• them, with a view to establish sehonls, as a first and 
indispensable w01·k towards the civilization of a S~\Vage people. A 
benevolent society, connected with the Oxfiwtl College, Ohio, have also 
been making like efforts. 'rwo young men, undet• the direction of this 
.Bociety, have been amongst them with like objects in view-Messt'S. 
:Scott and Campbell. Those gentlemen hare not r·ep01·ted to me the result 
of theh· labors; but, from information I have t•eceived, it is to be pre-
sumed they have not made much progress. Surrounded, as tttese Indians 
are, with every thing calculated to demoralize, and in the continued pur-
suit of the lowest sensual gr:atification, it could not be expected that they 
..-ould give much attention to objects connected with their mental im-
provement. It is my opinion that but little can be done for the amclior-
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;ttion of their· condition, until they are removed to the west. Placed in 
the country assigned foi' them by the Government, they would be sep-
m·ated ft·om theii· pt·esent facilities or obtaining ardent spit·its-the great , 
destroyet• or the abol'iginrs of this coutinent; and. having exhausted theit· 
resources at·ising ft·om the sales of theit· lands, they would be under the 
necessity of bet:lking themselves, with the other tt·ibes settled in that 
countt·y, to industry. Agricultm·e, and its necessar·y attendant the 
mechanic arts, woul(l easily be intl'oduced amongst them, and schools 
would naturally follow; and finally religion. the intlispensaule c;oncom-
itant of ci\'ilization, would find its way to the Yast countt·y asstgned to 
the Indian tl'ibes removing from the States; and the brightest anticipa-
tions of the philantlu·opist who conceived the idea of a civilized and 
Cht·istian nation at·ising out of the remnants of wasted Indian tribes be 
fully realized. 
'I'he chief.<>, with the better informetl of the tribe, arc fully aware of 
theit· pt·escnt unfot·ttmate situation, and also duly appreciate the advan-
tages that woultlrcsult to them by removing to the west; and are there-
fore dcsir·ous of selling thtir remaining lands, with a view to removing. 
The agr·icultural implements purchased with the two lmndt'ed dollars 
remitted for· that pm·pose, have been distl'iuuted amongst the Indians, and 
ba,·e been useful to those who at·e disposed to raise corn ; ami I found 
many desirous of being furnished with far·ming utensils, that [ could -not 
supply. The au(litions tlrat I will be able to make to those desit·ing them 
will be useful, and may be an inducement to a gl'eater amount of agri-
.culhu·al labot· ueing pcrfot·med. 
The one thousand dollars, ful'llishcd untlet• tJ·eaty stipulation for the use 
of the pool', has been applied to the ollject for· which it was intended, and 
has alfot·ded r·elief to the destitute. In applying tltis money, I directet!l 
that it be applied to the purchase of food and clothing only ; and, in no 
instance, to give mouey to the I>Oor, as it would be given for whiskey the 
··:first oppot·tunity. 
'l'he Miamies own many horses, and complain much of theit• being 
stolen ft·om them by white men. The usc they make of them is riding; 
which they all do, being too lazy to tr·avel on foot, if they can avoid it. 
It is but rat·ely theit· horses ar·e broken to the harness. They own cattle, 
·hogs, an(l poultr·y. Were they residcut in pet·manent homes, theit· fond-
ness fot· domestic animals would occasion them to own a sufficient supply 
of them. With all the other tr·ibcs in this portion of the United States, 
they make sugar·, though not in quantities equal to the consumption or 
that article. They frequently buy it of the traders. 
The iron, steel, salt, ami tobacco, furnished them by the Government, 
is of much use to them, and, consequently, they feel much interest in re-
ceiving them regularly. A gr·eat portion of the iron and steel is wor·ked 
up for them at the blacksmith's shop supported fot· thcit· use by the Gov-
ernment. On inquiry, I learn that the mill (fot· which a millet• is paid) 
is but of little use to the tribe, it not being in a central }>osition. Had 
they a mill c01nenient to them, they woul(l haYc their corn ground at it. 
From a general view of the situation of these Indians, I eutet•tain tlw. 
opinion that 1 have het·etofot·c expressed to the department: that is, that 
theii· best iutcrest requit·es theit· removal fr·om their present situation to 
the lands set apal't fo1· them west of the Mississippi; anti that delay in 
relation to this matter can be of beneftt neither to the Govel'nment nor 
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to the Indians; but, on the contrary, delay will enhance the cost of the pur-
chase of their lands, .as the rapid imp1·ovemcnt of the surro.unding coun-
t•·y will necessa1·ily make the lands more Yaluable. Besiues, tl1e interest 
of Indiana requires the removal of those Indians f1·om her territo•·y; she 
desires to be put in possession of all her soil. In referring to the interest 
of Inuiana, as connected with the removal of the Miamies, I would not be 
understood as intimating that due exe1·tion had not been made to effect an 
object so desi•·aule. I am well aware that the llepartment was prepared· 
to t1·eat with these lnuians fol' their remaining lands in Indiana, had the 
measure been sanctioned by the customa•·y appt'op!'iation for the expense 
of such treaty by Congress; an estimate of which had been furnished by 
the department, and was presented in uoth l.n·anches of theN ational Le-
gislatu•·e at its last se3sion, hut failed to be adopted. It is much to he 
desired, for all interests concerned, that the attention of Congress should 
be di1·ected to this subject early in the ensuing session. 
I am not awat·e that it is expected of me to make a report of the situa-
tion of the Pottawatomics. I deem it sufficient to state, respecting this 
tribe, that the effort of the dcJlaetment to remove them ti·om the State of 
Indiana, it is believed, has heen successful. It is understood that a party 
(including all, or nearly all, those of this State) have stadcd for theii· new 
homes in the west, and that others arc expected to follow, including· 
those of Michigan. The entiee removal of those Imlians f1·om the Statcs-
l'efenetl to, is a very imp01·tant service rende1·ed them ; and the intelli- · 
gence anti cneegy with which the I'emoval has been effected entitles the 
dcpar·tment to whom the direction of the opet·ation uelonged to the thanks. 
of those States. 
In conclusion, I have to •·ema•·k, that I somewhat regret that I had it 
not in my pgwee to make the payment of the Miami annuities at an ear-· 
lier period in the season. As now situated, a lat·gc sum must Hllpear in 
favor of the Government against me, on halancing my accounts at the 
end of this quartet'; and it being the halancc that will be communicated to• 
Congress in the repoet or the Commissionet· of Indian Alfair·s, I much de-· 
sir·ed, therefore, to have made the payments in the present quarter·; it~ 
which case, I would not have been shown as holding a balance in my· 
l1an!ls, or as dehtor to the Government. 
All which is respectfully snhmittcd. 
Yom· most ohedient se1·vant. 
SAMUEL .MILROY, Sub-agent~ 
T. H.~RTLEY CR.\WFORD, Esq., 
Commissioner nj Indian Affairs. 
No. 32. 
Extract from tlte report of Pnrdy .ilfcEl-vain, snb-agent, Ohio. 
"There is but little in the present moral and physical condition of the 
'Vyandots, onr which humanity may rejoice, or the he~wt of the philan-
ihropist be gladdened ; but the reverse of the pictur·c is too sadly realized. 
·' It is well known at the depa1·tment that repeated efforts haYe been 
.made to induce this only remaining tribe in this State to relinquish theh~ 
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possession and remove to the west; but these elfot·ts have, thus fat·, provCll 
unavailing, in consequence of, as they affirm, the United States having 
110 lands west of the Mississip11i that were habitable. Through the 11ast 
year thet·e was a manifest willingness on the 11m·t •1f a majority of the nation 
to remove, provided a suitable countt·y for theit• future home could be ob-
tainell; but, unfor·tunately, they could finll none npon which they would 
Yenture an exchange. 'l'his result has, for the present, put the quietus to 
the question of removal with the tt·ibe, and, I gr·eatly fear, will be a 
~ource of great embarrassment to any futm·e Government commissioner 
that may be authoeized to open a negotiation with it hereafter. 
"After taking a careful survey of the condition of this tribe, in its 
vat·ious aspects. it'> moeals, .indust1·y, and frugality, I am satisfied that, 
instead of being on the steady mar·ch of imp1·ovement, its condition, on 
the contrar·y, is retl·ogt·ading. Their· res~:vation being now Slll'rounded 
by a quite dense white population, a po1·tion of which is of the most cor-
rupt and abandoned chat·acte~·, may be assigned as the p1·incipal and 
moYing cause of so large a portion of the tl'ibe falling into habits uf gross 
intemperance, with all its train of attendant evils. 
"I would not wish to be understood as including the whole nation in 
these remat·ks : ther·e are many honorable exceptions ; ther·e are many 
fiunilies pure in their morals, unexceptionable in their genet·al depot·t-
ment, and are in comfortable circumstances ; but this class may be esti-
matrd at ahout one-thirll of the tl'ibe. 
"It is tnte the tribe, generally, raisell good crops of gl'ain this seasen; 
hut of what avail are these to the fot·mer class, when, in all proi.Jability, 
:1cse pt·oducts will I.Jc I.Jartered for 
" Livid streams of Jiq u i d wo, 
That subdues the soul when quaff\!, 
Bitter-bitter- fiery draught?" 
"A numbet• of the YVyandots, still r etaining theit• fondness ftH' the 
chase, anll game haYing become almost extinct in t his part of the State,. 
~ct eut in the fall to speud the wintet· hunting in the unsettled pat·ts of' 
Indiana, and the western tier of counties in this State; and they almost 
inrariably return in the spring more impoYcrished than when they left-
spending theit• furs, skins, &c., fot· llt·iuk. Last winter, in one of their 
th·unken sprees, a r~ncontrc took 11lace between two brothe1·s, which re-
sulted in the death of the elder. The mt.ir·det•cJ' immediately escaped and 
returnell home. Shm·tly after, a demand was made upon me by the au-
thorities of Van W et·t county (where the tnlll'<ler was perpett·ated) for the 
fugitive. I then made a for·mal and pcremptot-y demand upon the chief'> 
iiw his sureemlel', which was peomptly complied with. H e was tried, 
found guilty of manslaughter, an~l sentenced to the Ohio State twison for 
Jive ycat·s. 
"Another murder was committed on Tuesday evening last, by one 
\Vyandot upon another, a few miles from this place, in a dt·unken frolic ; 
and the tmmlerc1· has just been aet·es ted, bt·ought in, and confined by ordet' 
of the chiefs, to be dealt with het·eafte1·. Considering the for·mer elevate<t 
rharactrt• the Wyandots have heretofore borne for all the ennobling qual--
ities that adorn the Indian cllamcter, their unifm·m fidelity and adherence · 
to the United States evet· since the treaty of peace concluded by General' 
~Vayne, at GJ·eenville, it i& to be lamented to see tuem reduced to a frac~ 
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tion over six hunclt·ed, and so much detet·iorated and fallen fl'om theit• 
former high estate. 
"It is matter of deep regt·ei that this tribe could not l1ave beM induced 
at an early per·iod, to avail themselves of the policy of tl1e GoYer·nment. 
'Of securing a uew and l'ermanent home, wheu much of the land intended 
for emigrating Indians was vacant. This would have affur·dcd them a 
fine oppor·tunity of making a selection satisfactory to the entire tribe. 
"Notwithstanding this policy has been, and is yet, contemned, del'ided, 
and ridiculed, yet I am satisfied the plan was dictated by sound policy 
and feelings of humanity. I have experienced much difficulty, tr·ouble, 
and perlllexity, during the past yeal', in endcavul'ing to suppress this un-
lawful and nefarious tr·afiic of 1iquot• among the 'Vyandots, arHI in p:·o-
tecting and recovering theit• lH'operty from swindlers, thieves, &c., that 
infest this region. 
"The general health of the ti·ibe fot· the past year has been unusually 
good. Few deaths have occurred ; and these few among either very aged 
J>ersons or inl'ants. 
"It is due to the pet·sons employed at this agency, viz: James Rankins, 
United States inter·pretet•; Chal'les Graham, hlacksmith; and Abraham 
'l'raget·, assistant, to say that they have 1lischa1'ge<l theit· respective tluties 
with promptitude and str·ict fulclity." 
Wyandot b·ibe of In£lians. 
Number employed in agt•icultural pursuits, old and young 
Number employed in the chase, old and young -





The agency huildings at•e · situated on the spot where old Fort Fe1·ree 
formerly stood. The Wyandot mills 1\l'C tlu·ee miles down this (San. 
dusky) rivet·, north of this place. 
The school establishment is tlll'ee-fourths of a mile north of the agency; 
and the church is one-fourth of a mile f1·om the school, and half a mile 
from the agency. 
The post office, tlll'ough which this agency receives communications, is 




Uppe1· Sandnsky, Ohio, Septembe1· 30, 1840. 
No. 33. 
Rrport of H. R. Schoolcraft, .flcti11g Snpe1·inte11dent of India& .11./fairs, 
.illichigan. 
Education is the hope of. the Indian tribes, and the provisions for it 
have accorc1ingly fut·nished prominent objects in the tt·eaty :~.rrangements 
.of those ti·ibes who haYe evinced the most marked degree of foresight 
Doc. No. 2. 357 
The Ottawas and Chippewas, fot' tl1is vurpose, set apat·t one hundred and 
s;ixty thousand dollars to be applied through a period of twenty yeaJ'S, 
limiting the annual expenditure to eight thousand dollars. 'I'he respon-
sibility of the application ~f this fund is shared bY. the education and mis-
sionat·y societies, among whom it is annually tlistl'ibuted. 
From the Catholic church. the Rev. Francis Piel'Z reports sixty-five 
Intlian scholars at L' Arbre Cr·od1e, and forty-two at the village of the 
Cross, umlet· his charge and tuition. No ether reports have come in 
from teachet·s of this denomination. 
The" Journal of the Annual Convention of the Pt'otestant Episcopal 
Chtu•ch of Michigan fot· 1840," transmitted by the presiding Bishop, 
shows that the Ottawa Indians, under the cat·e of the Rev. James Selkrig 
at ''Griswold," in the southwestern pm·t of the State, evince a l'lpit·it aml 
temper which are in a high degt·ee encouraging. The number settled 
thet·e at the date of his parochial report is eighty-four. They have 
cleared and broken up nine acres of land, at•e industt·ious, behave well, 
and appear earnestly to have made up theii' minds to live Christian lives 
and pursue agriculture. The sum of $150 has been allotted to this mis-
sion by this office the 11resent year·, for the put·chase of cattle and agl'icul-
tut·ai impiements. 
The Rev. Peter Dougherty, in charge of the station at Gt·and 'I'ravtwse 
.Bay, Lake Michigan, reports that the sum of $1,550 has been expended 
in pul'chasing sullplies, lumber, books, medicine, and cattle, including 
the pay of interpreters and other incidental expenses. A comfortable 
log dwelling. twenty-two by thit·ty, aud a school-house, twenty by twenty-
ftre, have been et·ected. About three act·es of gr·ouml have been cleared, 
a ]nr·t cultivated, and about the same quantity brushed and prepared fot• 
enclosm•e. Tlto numbet· of scholars enrolled is fifty, including ftve of 
1nixed blood and two whites. The pr·og!'ess of the children is well spoken 
of', as well as the disposition of the parents, one or two of whom have 
engaged in building. 
'' Viewing this 11eople," he observes, " as they wet·o but a few years 
ago, and contrasting their feelings and coudition then, with what they are 
Jww, we cannot but feel encouraged in benevolent efforts in their be-
lJalf. Then, they were averse to receiving teachers; now, they arc anxious 
to have schools, and willing to attend and hear the gospel. The temporal 
condition of many is becoming improved. They have been excited to 
make effol'ls t6 benefit their· condition. Several have erected comfortable 
little log-houses, (and al'e becoming more cleanly in theit· habits,) while 
they are supplying themselves with a better style of dt·ess. 'l'he chief 
(A-ko-sa) desenes special c~mmendation for his iRdustry and his uniform 
iutcr·cst in the supp01·t of the school. He has built a neat and comfortable 
little house, and has timbet• prepared fot• quite a large one. His deter·-
mination is to prepare his sugat· camp and remain pemmnently with us. 
Othet•s will no doubt follow his example. 'l'hcy Jabot· under gt·eat disad-
·mntages in et·ecting buildings, owing to the want of lumbet·. If they 
could have a saw-mill erected, it would facilitate theit· imlH'O\'emcnt vet·y 
much." 
F't·om the '• Ottawa colony," in the same part of the State, no report 
l1as been reccivetl of a date subsequent to 18S9. At the last dates, Mr. 
Slater had forty-eight Indian pupils, ancl his prospect of eventual success 
in reclaiming the Indians under his cat·e appeared to be unimpaired. It 
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is contemplated to appropl'iate to this station a part of the aunual allow-
ance to the Indians for aid in agt·icultm·c. 
Mr. Bingham's school at Sault Ste. Mat·ie appem·s tt~ be in rather a de-
pt·essed state. 'I'he scJwol has been interrupted a pat·t of the year by t he 
sickness of the teacher. But six boat•ding scholars are t·epot·ted at the 
beginning of the pt·escnt month ; in other t·espects, the schoolrec01·d va-
ries but Jittlc since last yeat·. It may be observed, that this school has 
been maintained from its commencement at an annual expense decidedly 
disproportionate t.o the number of Indian pupils. Its efforts arc conceived 
to have been, gcnet·ally, too largely dit·ected to the white and mixed popu-
· lation of the ' 'illage, to rendet• it as beneficial as it might be made to the 
Indian tribes. The site itsclfled, in some measut·e, to tl~s result. Were 
the school and mission located within the Indian countt·y, where a greate t· 
number of both youths and adults could lH'Ofit by its instructions, there is 
tto question in my mind but it wouhl more fully ans\\·er the ends of its 
. estal.Jlishment. , 
The Methodist Indian scl10ol at Little Rallids, on the stt·aits of St. 
Mary, ha'l been maintained tht·oughout the year, with but two intet·mis-
sions of one week each. The Rev. l\Jr. Brockway repol'ts thirty-fom· na-
th·e scholars in connexion with the mission, with font• teachet·s of all 
gt·ades, and one inteqwctet·. Of this numblw, twenty persons have been 
hoarded and lodged at the expense of the society, inclusive of its teachers . 
. Mr. Broc.kway t·emal'l~s, in respect to the scholars, that ''they m·e tangltt 
Teading, wt·iting, and whatevei' else is suited to their capacities in school: 
·as well as manuallabot• and domestic economy, housekeeping, &c., when 
·out of school. In addition to the above, we had nine childt·en ft•om the 
Baptist mission fo1· about seYcn " ·ecks dut·ing the past wintet·; makiug 
·mot·e than forty in all. [ think the school is doing well. 'The genm·al 
1wospects of the mission al'e muclt as they have been. The gt·eatest ob-
1ltacle in the way of out· benefiting the Indians (as you must be aware) is 
their propensity to usc the fire water." (ishkodawaubo.) . 
In 1wesenting this sketch of the ellin·ts in pt·ogeess tn ctlucate the Otta-
·was and ChiJlpewas of Michigan, it will be appat·cnt that thet·e arc causes 
· both of encmu·agement and discouragement. 'Vhilc to the eye of fait h 
{which is }lOised alone on ol.Jjects of inspiring hue) the former pt·epondcr -
ate, to the sobet' judgment of experience, mindful at once of the llast, and 
wise in its forecast of the futul'e, the latter casts a somllrc shade over the 
prospect. The masses ac.ted on by the teacher constitute but a small 
pt·oportion of the aggt·egate population. The points at which instruction 
is given at·e few anll fat· asunder; and the best aspect which can be vu t 
on the temper and disposition of the tr·il.Jes is, that, as a body, they tole-
1'atc, but do not inYitc instl'uction. All the vridc of llationa.lity (if this 
·term may be used) is still st l'ongly enlistrd in favot· of theit• ancient cus-
toms and institutions. They look to tile chase and the war-path as the 
e1·a of their glory; and there is not intelligence and forecast en011gh in 
the tt·il.Je to pel'ceivc that they m11st het·eaftet· owe theit· prosperity to edu-
cation and its concomitant at'ts of civilization. A crisis kas stolen upou 
them, as it wct·c, wllicla they did not anticipate, and fo r which they ar·e 
not p1'rparcd. Antl while, in theit'}lt'esent location, compat·atiycJy few and 
feeble cfi'orts a t·e making t<1r their t•escur l.J y the scve:·al agents to whorn 
the wor·k is com mitted, a thrmsaml causes, inseparable from the transfet· 
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.-of a civilized population into the country where they once "roved and 
reigned," a1·e actually at work to depress and degrade them. 
Report of the mission nf Gmnd Tra1.•erse. 
In compliance with you1· request, I have drawn up this report of the 
mission station at G1·and Traverse hay, undCI' the ca1·e of the Preshyte-
d'ian Board of Foreign Missions. 
When I forwarded my repor·t last yea1·, I was about leaving the station 
·to p1·ocnr·e supplies fo1· the station, and materials fot• the completion of 
.necessary buildings. The school was necessarily suspended during my 
a~scnce. After my return, it reopened, and was continuell during the 
wwter·. 
The facts respecting the present state or the mission will he shown bv 
the following statements : • 
1st. Buildings and otlw· zwope1"ty of the mission.-! have et·ected a 
{;Omfortable loJ.?; dwelling SO hy 22 feet, which I ha,·e enclosed with a 
·}lOSt-and-pale fence. Also. a school-house 20 by 25 feet, with a small 
cupola and hell. This building is not enti1·ely completed, owing to the 
want of matel'ials. These heing procut•ed, it will he completed in a few 
,\·eeks. 
Belonging to the mission, also, are two cows and tlu·ee hogs. 
211. Land clem·ed.-I have cle::u·cu anti fenced a lot about the mission-
bouse of about tht·ee-fourths of an act·e. I haYe, also, fenced another lot of 
neat· three acres, the most of which is cleared, aud a l'lart cultivated (or a 
gai·1len, and toe ]H'Oducing materials for the subsistence of the animals 
during the wintet·. Besidr,s these, I ha,·e l.Jt·ushed between two and tht•ee 
acl'rs nea1· the house, which it is nc>t designed to enclose at JH'esent. 
sd. Schools.-The school was 1·copened on my return last fall, in Oc-
tooct·. The men wet·e just p1·epa1'ing to leave for their hunting-grounds in the 
iutel'ior· count1·y; consequently. there was hut little p1·ospcct of a school du-
l'ing the winte1·. It was an agi·eeahle disappointment to find the chief, and 
fout· of his p1·incipal men, with thci1· families, had detet·mined to remain 
with us at the station, that their· children might have the oppo1·tunity of in-
. struction. Belonging to these families wet·e fifteen childt·en, who wet•e quite 
attentiYe and regulat• at the school during the wiQtet·. Although we 
labored under g1·eat disadvantages, owing to the want ol' a suitahle place 
for holding the school, it was continued in regular ope~·ation from the lat-
ter vart of October to the first of March, with a maximum attendance of 
fifteen. 
In March, the families with us remoYed to thei1· sugar-camps, and the 
school was nccessai·ily suspended until their· return. In 1\'Iay the Jleople 
I'Ctlii'IH'll fl'nm the woods, and the school was reopened, as early as the 
schQOl·house was put in condition. Since thei1· 1·etm·n, the number of schol-
ai'S Juts considerably inci·eased. The attendauce has not been as regulat• as 
in the winte1·, owing to the olde1· childl'en hcing much occupied in planting 
aud d1·cssing theit· gardrns. The uu1ullet· iu attendance has heen about 
twt'nty -fh·e. The number em·olled, and [who] haYe heen in attendance 
mm·e ot• less constantly, is forty-th1·ce full-hlood, one of mixed-hlood, 
two white, all(! four Ft·ench chiidren; maki.ng fifty [who] have been in 
attendance at the school. 
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Imp1'0"Vement.-Thc children who atteml dm·ing the winter malic quite 
commendable improvcmeut. The clde1· scholars llegin to read easy sen-
tences in English. Besides the •·egular exc•·ciscs of the schnol, the older 
children were accustomed during the \Yinte•·, in the eveuing, to come-
togethCI' and study a lesson, which thry spelled out of the book. Since 
the school opened this spril1g, they have met to leal'n to write, in which 
they a1·e making some improvement. 'fhey arc also making some pt·o-
gress in the knowletlgc of numbe1·s . 
.attendance on Sabbath.-'l'he attendance on the Sabbath has been very 
gratifying. Both of the cl•icfs, and the principal men, have attended ser-
vices on Sabbath, wlJCn at the station. A number, also, from other villages 
have come alHI spent the Sa.bllath with us. The numbe1· in attentlauce 
wouhl often have been much g•·eatc1·, if there had been accommotlations for-
them. As soon as I get the school-house completed, there will be a com-
fortable and commodious place fot· om· meeting ; and I doubt not but the 
attendance will be much increased. ThCJ·e are some few who hold back 
from attending meeting on account of attachment to their old customs and 
l1abits. 
General?·emarl<s .-Viewing tl1ese people as they were but a few years 
ago, and contr·asting thei1· feelings aJ\11 condition then with what we sec 
11ow, we cannot but feel cncout·aged in hcne,·olcnt effort on their behalf. 
Then, they were ave1 se to receiving teachers; now, they :ll'e anxious to 
lJa,·c schools, and willing to attend a111l hear the Gospel. The temporal 
condition of many is becoming improved. 'l'hey lw.Ye been excited to 
make effort to !Jette•· their condition. Several have er·ectcd comfortable 
little log-houses, anrl arc becoming more cleanly in their lmbits; while 
they are supplying themselves with a bette•· style of d1·ess. The chief 
(Ahgosa) deserves special commendation for l1is industry, and his unil'ot•m 
interest in the support of the school. He has built a comfortable and 
neat little lwuse, and has timllcr lH'eparcd for quite a lal'ge house. His 
dete1·mination is to pr·eparc his sugar-camp on the point, and remain per- • 
manently with us. Othe1·s will, no doubt, follow his examJlle. 
They lallot• under great disadvantages in erecting buildiugs, owing to 
tl1e want of lumber. H' they could have a saw. mill ei·ected, it would facil-
itate theiJ· imp1·ovement Yery much. May the Great Disposer of events 
so direct, that this perishing people may speedily be brought to a know-
ledge of the truth as it is in Christ, is the praye1· of theit• friend, 
13 • DOUGHERTY. 
In sustaining the mission, the board have expended fifteen hundred and 
:fifty dollars in purchasing supplies, lumlle•·, hooks, medicine, aml cattle, 
for labor and incidcutal expenses, intct')H'ete•·s here, &c. 
P. D. 
OTTAWA CoLONY, BARRY CouNTY, 
Richland P. 0., September 15, 1840. 
Sm : I submit the following report in compliance with instructions on 
the subject of the Indians at this colony, thei•· lll'ogr·css in ciYilization, 
agriculture, education, &c. The colony consists of 26 families, rising 
100 souls; the attention of the natives has llecn inCI'casingly dit·ccted to 
agriculture, and with some to mechanical IJUrsuits fot' a livelihood. 
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They have raised the present season bountiful crops of cot·n, potatoes, 
pumpkins, beans, and some wheat ; they also raise horses, hogs, and 
chickens. They have raised a sufficient supply of vegetables for· theit• 
consumption for the season; they ha' e one yoke of oxen owned, in pat·t, 
by them. with which they have, with the assistance of their hot•se, ploughed 
their fields. 'rhe most of the natives dwell in comfortable log_-houses, 
six of which have been erec;ied the llresent season. They are anxious to 
possess cows and sheep. 
Labore1·s.-The numbet• of persons who have been employed at the 
colony the past yeat• is three, viz : L. Slater, Mt·s. Slatet·, teachers ; 
Not·man Patterson, fannet·. 
Receipts and expenditm·es.-The wl1ole amount received from various 
sources, including the two last quarters of 1839, and the two first quar-
ters of 1840, is 82,185 13; of this amount, $1,160 was dct·ived ft·om the 
natives out of their annuities; from the United States Govel'llment for the 
SUllport of the school, $300 ; private funds, $720 13. The actual amount 
expended dm·ing the same quat•tet·, was $2,098 12. Of this amount, S 1,760 
has been applied to vay the pl'incipal and interest of the debt due 011 land; 
the remaimleJ• for the SU}Jport of the school. Our present liabilities ate 
little rising of )3:300. 
School.-The school has been uninter·ruptecl in its operation by sick-
ness, as in past seasnns; two deaths have occurred among our most p1·om-
ising youths; the larger chilth·en have been confined to labor with their 
parents on the farm; the smallet• children have attended too inconstantly 
to make rapid pt·ogress. The numhet• included on the school list of the 
winter and summer quartet· is 25; all of whom, with the exception of 4, 
are pm·e Indian ulood. A number of the children included in the accom-
}lauying register nevet· atteuded school previous to the last year. A 
young man of promise entered the last year, who r,ame expressly to at-
tend over 50 miles. To bestow a small reward in the article of clothing 
to the most deserving of the pupils set•ves as a great encouragement to the 
children to be studious and constant in attendance. 'V e cherish the hope 
tl1at the boat·d of missions will ful'nish aid in future, as they have in past 
years. 
I am, res}lectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. SLATER. 
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Reading lessons. 
~ bn 
~ ~ .5 
~ ] "" bi> c; Kames. .... ] "' 
~ .: 
~ 0 "' ~ "" QJ ::: .. c; . ~ c; "' H E-< ~ p.:: ----------
Shou-ne-ge-shik - 14 Bov - - - 72 
Chick so b-e-no-qua. • 13 Girl - - 72 72 Ke-ke-to-qua - 10 " - 73 72 -Nou-ke chig-e-me-qua 9 ,, 73 73 - -
Wun-o qua - 8 " 72 Lucinda Arnold - 6 c: 73 
Se-be-qua - 7 " 72 Tun-ness - 8 " 72 72 nosh-qua - 5 Boy 72 72 
Notmika - 13 " 74 - - -Ash-pug-e-ne-ka - 12 " 72 - - -Much-e.quiss . 13 " 72 2 - - -Mah ne - 11 Girl 72 27 
Elo-nah-be - 9 Boy 72 27 
Baboonunk - 7 " 'i2 
Q 
p am-o-sa - 17 " 72 72 0-wen-e-qua - 10 Girl 72 
Wy-woh - 11 Boy - - - 72 
-chip-e-wa - 15 " 72 - - - -Mash-ke:o.se ga - 9 " 72 April 30, died. - - - -sh-kin-ewes - 8 " 72 - -
Tlte return of t!te school of Point St. Ignace. 
1st class.-Fifteen learning grammar, ciphering, geography, French and 
English spelling, reading, writing and plain-sewing. 
2d clnss.-Twenty, French and English; spelling, reading, ana writing. 
3d class.-Twelve in the alphabet-ten Indians and two half-blood. 
MARY C. SCOTT. 
A list of tlte children, slwwinf! their def(ree of blood, under instruction at 
the school in Mackinac, 15th September, 1840. 
Six pure Indians; twenty-four quarter and half whit'!; fifteen white. 
First class boys-ten studying arithmetic, geography, reading, writing, 
and grammar. 
Spelling class-eleven. 
First girl class-fourteen studying reading, writing, needle-work, and 
embroidery. 
Alphabet ami spelling class-ten. 
MARY A~N FISHER. • 
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A list of the Indian children under instruction at the school in La 
Manistre. 
Boys-fifteen reading and writing. 
Girls-ten alphabet and spelling. 
ANTOINE MA TCHIGISIG. 
Report of the Catholic mission school of U A1·bre Croche during 184.0. 
CHILDREN. COI:RSE OF !NSTRI:CT!ON. 
Teacher. Scholars. 
Boys. Girls. Total. Heading. W~itiug. 
-------- -------------------
Francis Pierz Indians - 27 38 65 4.0 25 
PRANCIS PIERZ, Missionary. 
L'ARBRE CROCHE, August 11, 1840. 
Report of tlte Catltolic sclwol at the village of tlte Cross dttring 1840. 
CHILDREN. COI:RSE OF INSTRUCT!OK. 
Teacher. Scholars. 1---..------.----1-----.-----
Boys. Girb. Tota l. Reading. Writing. 
------- ---- --- --- ---1-----1----
Vincent Assiniiwe Indians 26 16 42 30 12 
LACROIX, August 11, 1840. 
' FRANCIS PIBRZ, 1Wissionary. 
No. 54. 
Report of James Ord, sub-agent, Sault Bte. Mw·ie. 
"Of the two schools in this sub-agency, the operations of one under 
the dit•ection of the Revet•end A. Bingham have been suspended for seven 
months, owing to sickness : his scholars wct·c, howc\'er, received and 
instt·ucted at tlJC Methodist mission school until the middle of June. The 
otheJ·, under the superintendence of the Rne!'cnd 'Villiam H. D1·ockway. 
~tas been conducted \\ith Yigilance and zeal, and gh·es promise of tuuclt 
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~ood. The school formerly at tl1e Ance Kcewawenon, under the Rev-
John Kahbagc, has been without a teacher s"ince last spl'ing. There has 
been no Catholic school in this sub-agency since my last annual report." 
MISSION HousE, 
Smtlt Ste • .jlfa1·ie, September 3, 1840. 
Sm: I haYe the honot• to tJ·ansmit herewith some extracts from my 
twelfth annual report of the mission under my car·e and super·intendence. 
'I'he mission, dur·ing the past year, has been seriously interrupted in its 
operations by the severe sickness of the teacher of the school. Such was 
the severity of her illness, that it became necessat·y for us to wholly sus-
pend the school for seven months-that is, from the 11th of November t() 
the 16th of June. But, notwithstanding we had this long suspension in 
this depar·tment of our labor•, enr ex11enses were by no means lightened by 
it, but greatly increased, as is common in all cases of sickt1ess. I, how-
ever, sent most of om· beneficiaries to the Methodist mission for about 
seven weeks; and would heat·tily acknowledge their Christian kindness 
in assuming the responsibility of their tuition, cooking for, and taking 
care of them, during that periud. I furnished the provisions for theil· 
support. 
We had ten beneficiar·ics in the mission, but [for] two of them we only 
fm·nished pr·ovision for their suppt'rt ; theil' varents clothed them. Those 
two were supported for the winter. 'Ve had an equal number of boys 
and girls. Having procm·ed another· teachel', on the 16th of June our 
school opened again, and has been in regular· and successful operation 
since. The number enrolled on our list is 46; twenty-three of whom are 
Indian and mixed blood, and ar·e taught free. Owing to the intenuption 
in out· school, the amount received for tuitinn of childr·en at the place has 
been small. Six dollar·s and thil'ty-eight cents only has been received. 
About the tir·st of Apr·il one of our mixed-blood girls was manietl, an<l 
honorably dischargetl from the mission. The young [man] to whom she 
was married had formel'ly been a beneficiary, and was dismissed earJy in 
1838. 
About the time above mentioned, one of our Indian boys ]eft tl1e mission 
and retur-ned to his parents ; thus leaving us six regular beneficiaries, be-
sides the two little gir·ls that have received a pal'tial suppm·t. 
The present season I have distributed p~as and beans, for seed, among 
those Indians with whom I have labored, and also some buckwheat. My 
wish is to get them in the way of raising such necessa1·y articles of sub-
sistence as the countr·y will pr·oduce. It has been a matter of experiment 
with us, and I hope may be of sel'\·ice to them. 
'l'hey have made hut little additional improvement to their gardens the 
present season, and have done little or· nothing at barrelling tish. Some 
of their leading men in that business have been sick or absent, and some 
Jmve died. Yet there is some tendency to onward JH'Ogi·ession in some, 
and in others the1·e has appeared a disposition to cling to their former 
habits and superstitions. 
'I'he abundant diffusion of intoxicating liquor among them has a most 
ruinous aQd destructive tendency ; and, if it cannot be checked, it will 
eventually destroy them, and that before many years : and of whom wil 
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their blood be required ? Surely, of some individuals, or body of men. 
The thought is truly a serious ~me. 
I might h:we added, that our boys made some improvement in business 
dlll·ing the suspension of the school, which was gt·atit'ying to us. Also, that 
the studies our scholars are pursui1.g are reading, writing, at'itlunetic, 
and English grammat·. No geogt·aphy this quarter. 
W c have had no rcgulat• examination since the school began, because it 
was then so near the close of that quarter, v.-e thought it best to continue 
it through the present. 
Very re.spectfully, I remain your obedient servant, 
A. BINGHAM, .ltlissionary. 
J,ums 0Rn, Esq., 
Sub-Agent, Indian Depadntent. 
LITTLE RAPIDS, July 17', 1840. 
SIR: As superintendent, it becomes my duty to report to you the con-
dition of the missio11s undet· my care. 
At the Little Ra11ids thet•e have been the following JlCrsons supported by 
the society, viz : The undersigned, \Yho has had char·ge of the mission : 
Mr·s. Brockway ; Rev. George King, who has taught the school; and for 
the tit·st half of the yeat• the Rev. Peter :M.at·ksman, who is a native 
preacher; and Mr. G. S. 'Bedell, the interpreter. Our school has been 
kept tlll'ough the year·, with but two intermissions of one week each. The 
numbet• of scholat·s connected with our own mission has been thirtv-four : 
~orne of these, of course, have been irregulat· in theit· attendance;. fifteen 
of them, howeve1·, hare been !JOaJ•dcd, a part m· all of the time, in the mEs-
sion family, and have attended school regularly. 'Ve have now nine 
childt·en whom we boat·d and clothe; three of them at·c mixed uloods, the 
other six are full-blood Ojibwas: three of them at·c males, and the other six 
are females. They at·e taught reading, ws·iting, ami whatevcs· else is suited 
to their capacities, in school, as well as manual labor, domestic economy, 
housekeeping, &c., when out of school. 
In addition to the above, we had nine children fs·om the " Baptist Mis-
sion" for about seven weeks during the past winter : making more than 
forty in all. I think the school is doing well. rl'hc general prospects of 
the mission arc much as they haye been. The gt·eatest obstacle in the 
way of our benefiting the Indians, as you must be aware, is theit· propen-
sity to use the " fis·e-watet·." 
At Kewawcnon thet·e has been one missionary and his wife (Reverend 
John Kahbagc) suppot·tcd by the society. Their labors haye been produc-
tive of good. The religious meetings at·c well attended, and the }lCople 
arc, compat•ativcly, diligent in theit· business. As an evidence of this, it 
is estimated that they raisecl two thousand bushels of potatoes the last 
season, so that they haYc had enough and to SJlare ; aud, as they will 
hc1·eaftcr ha,·c a team, we expect they will do much more. 
Rev. Peter Marksman stopped at this station two months last spring. 
He kept a school during his stay. He had about twenty-five scholat·s in 
school. 'l'hcse Indians, though living at this IJlace, which is west of the 
line of the ceded territ01·y, yet the majority of those connected with our 
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mission here arc Jlarties to the treaty of 1836, which makes it proper tO> 
repot't them here. 
\Ve haYe no othet• wish or expectation than to continue om labors for· 
the benefit of these people; and though we have obstacles to contend with, 
in common with othCI·s, yet I hope we shall not be found far behind others 
in doing them good. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J.ntES 0Rn, Esq., 
W~l. H. BROCKWAY, Snpcl'intendent. 
bulian Snb-Jlgent, Smtlt Ste. Jlm·ie, .}fichigan. 
No. S5. 
E xtract f rom the ?'eport of n. Lo·wry, S1£b-agent for the Winnebagoes. 
It will be seen f1·om the repot·t of teachet·s, already referred to, that 
the number of pupils at the \Vinncbago school is not as lar·gc now, as 
·when my last annual •·ep01·t was made. This, howevCI·, has not been 
owing to any unwillingness on the pat-t of the Indians to send their chil-
th•en. but rather to a confused state of things occasioned by removal, &c. 
Various applications to entct· the school, dut·ing the summer, have been: 
made, wl1ich were rejected, as it was thought that the excitement and in-
a easecl dissipation JWotluced by the halting of the Portage Indians on the 
:Mississippi woultl act as a dt·awhack upon the opet·ations of the institu-
t ion, and that it would be bettet• to reduce the number ot teachers, ami. 
curtail the expenses till the entire emigrat ion should he accomplished, 
which would place the school beyond the influence of whiskey. 
Extm ct of the report of John Tho11tas, snpe1·intenclent of the Winneliago 
fann and school, relati-ve to the school. 
When I entered upon the duties of my station, on the 8th of July 
last, I fmmd the school in charge qf Miss M. B1·owHson; it was in a 
state of good regulation, a11d the scholars manifested much interest to-
adYance in theit· studies. I am happy to say that this feeling has not 
abated, but continues to i11creasc as they advance in knowledge. 
There are fifty-eight scholat·s on the list, fifty-two of whom come vet•y 
steadily to school : 
No. boys so 
No. gil'ls 22 
are divided into four classes, and engaged in the following studies, to wit : 
The first class, eight scholat·s, (seven boys and one girl,) arc engagell 
. in reading, spelling, writing, studying gcogt•aphy, astronomy, and at·ith-
metic; can read fluently, spell well, write a gootl hand, have a ve1·y good 
knowledge of geogt·aphy, astl'onomy, and common arithmetic. 
The second class consists of thirteen scholars, (seven boys and six girls,) 
who are cml1loyed in reading, spelling, writing, aml studying geography; 
read very well in the Eclectic Reader, spell wor·ds of three syllables cor-
I'ectly, and are making very' gooll progt·ess in geogt·aphy. 
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In the third class there are thirty-two scholars, who a1·e engaged in 
reading and spelling easy lessons-twelve boys ami ten git·ls. 
Of the remaining six scholars, five read in the abbs, and one in the· 
alphabet. 
WINNEBAGO ScuooL, YELLOW RIVER, 
August 24, 1840. 
SIR : In obedience to your request, I have the honor to submit my 
annualt·epot·t of that portion of the 'Vinnebago school in my charge. 
The average attendance v~p·ied little from the number mentioned in my 
last report, until .the Indians wet·e ordet·ed to assemble at Prairie du Chiett 
to receive theit· annuities. 
On this occasion, the children wet·e required to accompany theit• pat·ents; 
consequently, out• school opet·ations were for a time suspended. 
Upon the close of this business, I immediately resumed my labors, not-
withstanding most of the children remained with theit· parents till the 
11sual season of llissi11ation, consequent upon the recei11t of any pt·operty 
which tJJCy can dispose of for whiskey, had passed. 
A numuer of my scholat·s accompanied theit• friends in theit• winter· 
hunt, though most of them would have remained, could they have been ac-
commodated at the boarding-house. 
When suitable pt•ovisions at·e made for their accommodation, it is be-
lieved that all the children connected with the school will cheerfully re-
main dur·iug the absence of theit• pat·ents in theit· hunting and fishing 
'~xcm·sions. 
It is vct·y dcsil'ablc that this arrangement should be made, as being so-
frequently absent much retards the progress of all ; and some who wet·e 
consideral>ly advanced, and for whom we entertained high hopes, can 
nevet• more be induced to submit to the restr·aints of the school-room. 
The following extract ft'om my memorandum will show the condition; 
of the school iu my charge on the last of May : 
"No. of pupils 
Boys 
Girls 





• "First class, consisting of six scholars, (five boys and une gil'l,) are 
o;tudyinP. gcogt·aplty, arithmetic, read fluently, spell accm·ately, write a 
fait· lcgtble l1and, and have a daily exercise in English gt·ammat·. 
"From the interest manifested in this exercise, I have no doubt they 
viii advance rapidly in a knowledge of thi'l science, when furnished witlt 
books. 
"Second class, consisting of nine scholars, (seven boys and two gids,) at·e-
studying geography, have a daily exet·cise on the maps, t•ead fluently the 
Eclectic :First Reader, spell words of two or three syllables, write !Jetter 
than most white children at theit· stage of advancement, and at•e learning 
to read, write, and comi.Jine uumbers. 
"Third class, consisting of eight scholars, (five boys and three girls,) are 
reading easy reading lessons, spelling words of two syllables, and learn-
ing to write. · 
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"Fourth class, consisting of three scholars, (two boys and one girl,) 
reading abbs. 
"Number of ga1·mcnts made by the girls in the intervals of study since 
the Ist of J anuat·y, one hundred and seventy-one. 
" With this exercise they m·e so much 11leased, that taking their sewing 
from them is csteemell a severe punishment, and . giving an additional 
piece a mark of app1·obation. 
"They at·e now able to make every a1·ticle ~f clothing required for the 
school. 
"They ara likewise employed, at regular intervals, in washing theit• 
own and the boys' clothes; thus acquil'ing habits of neatness and order, 
fitting them for the duties of subsequent life." . 
On the 1st of June, Mr. and Mrs. Mills having resigned their charge, 
Miss L. Brownson was appointed to assist in the school. 
The condition in which we found that portion of the school that had 
been in chal'ge of Mr. and Mrs. Mills, may be leamrd ft·om the follow-
ing extmct : 
"Number of scholars 25 
Boys 14 
Girls 11 
"N umbm· of classes 4 
"Fit·st class, one scholat·, (a boy,) was studying geogt·aphy, arithmetic, 
read fluently, spelled col'rectly, and wrote a 11lain legible hand. 
"Second class, consisting of ten scholal's, (five boys and five girls,) 
reading easy reading lessons, spelling words of two syllables, and learn-
ing to write. 
·• Third class, consisting of nine scholars, (six boys and tlwee git·ls,) 
reading abbs. 
"Fourth class, consisting of five scholars, (two boys and tlu·ce girls,) 
reading the alphabet." 
N umbet• of ga1·ments made by the gil'ls since the fi1·st of June, one 
hundred and twenty-five. 
Yours, respectfully, 
M. BROWNSON. 
ReY. D. LowRY, 
U. S. Intlian Snb-agent. 
PRAIRIE nu CHIEN, Jlngnst 29, 1840. 
Sm : Having been invited by you to attend the examination of the 
school of the 'Viunebago mission, it may not be deemed imp1·oper for us 
to state to you om· impt'essions of the impro,·ements of the 'Vinnebago 
children at that establishment. 
After hea!'ing between fo1·ty and fifty Indian children examined in the 
vat·ious branches taught in said school, to wit: reading, spelling, writing, 
geogt·aphy, arithmetic, and astronomy, we we1·e astonished at the pt·ogress 
made by the several classes in the diffe!'ent br·anches of theil' studies; and 
we have neve1· seen a more ot'del'ly and, appa1·ently, ambitious school of' 
white children. Being residents of this place, and well acquainted with 
the character of the Winnebagoes, (and not having visited the school for 
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the last three years,) the impr·ovement of those Indian children far ex· 
cecded. our expectation in their· ord.e~·ly conduct antl education. 
Respectfully, your ohedient se!'Vants, 
.J. H. LOCKWOOD, 
B. W. BRISBOIS. 
DAVID LoWRY, Esq., 
lndian Sub-Jlgent. 
PRAIRIE nu CHIEN, 8eptembe1· 1, 1840. 
DEAR Sm: Allow me to express the satisfaction and. surprise I yester•. 
day experienced. while at the Indian school under your supervision on Yel-
low river. 
Seren year·s previous to the last, I have resided. among the Indians at 
the north, and am persuaded, hy my own experience, that, could they have 
a home defended fr·om the avarice of the whites, but open to the influence 
ol' disinterested philanthropy, they would become our com11etitors, in }it. 
et·ature and the at·ts, in less than half the time that has taken us to rise 
fr·ORl a condition as degr·aded as theirs, to the elevation on which we stand. 
Yom· school, in some respects, sm·passes any that I have yet seen. 
The facility with which the children acquire the English language sur· 
pr·ise~l me. 'rheir exercises in spelling, reading, &c., were good, and 
theit· performance in the elements of geogr·aphy, astronomy, and arithme· 
tic, their teacher might well be proud to compare with that of any school 
of the same advantages that I have ever ''isited at the east. 
The comfortable appearance of the wigwams of their parents, and. the 
l'cr·tility of their fields, are pleasing; but it is peculial'ly distressing to see 
them, thus early in the season, clandestinely exchanging their· ct·ops for 
whiskey, and, under . its influence, hewing each other· in ]Jieces; and, on 
this account, I eal'Jlestly wish that removal you anticipate might be a 
humlt·ed miles west ol' the Missouri, instead of forty west of the Missis· 
sippi. 
I am, sit·, with murh respect, your t b.}:lient servant, 
JOHN L. SEYMOUR. 
)ir. D. LowRY, 
U. S. Iwlian S1£b • .flgent. 
No. 56. 
Repol't of R. W. Cltmmins, .flgent, Fo1·t Lea'Venworlh. 
FonT LEAVENWORTH, Septembtr so, 1840. 
Sn:.; In compliance with your instructions, I respectfully submit thtt 
following report, t·elative to the various schools within this agency : 
Indian manual-labor sclwol. 
'fhis institution is located among the Shawnees, under the care and 
management of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their school at this 
24 ' 
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place commenced about one yeat• since. On the 18th instant an examination 
took l'lace; there were 49 chil<h·en in school-24 boys and 25 girls. 
In the male school. 
1st class.-8 read intelligiuly in English. wrll acquainte1l with the first 
1·ules in at·ithmetic ami the geogeaphy of the United States, and answer 
questions rer,dily on the globe. 
2d class.-6 spell and read easy lessons, and haYe a tolerable knowledge 
of the first tables in arithmetic. 
sd class.-9 spell in two syllables, read easy lessons, and have learned 
a numbet• of Hseful tables. 
4th class.--1 new brginnct·. 
In the frmale school. 
1st class.-5 read well in English, arc familiar with tt,c tables and 
:first t·ules of arithmetic, and the geogr·aphy of the United States. 
2d class.-6 t·ead easy lessons, can draw rough maps of the States. 
sd class.-11 spell tolet·ably well, read easy lessons, have learned 
many useful tables, and can answe1· some simple questions in natut•al 
philosophy. 
4th class.-S arc beginning to read. 
At the Quaker Mission, among the Shawnees, thet·e are ss children ; 
20 boys and 1 S girls. 
Boys. 
1st class.-6 spell and read tole1·auly well. 
2d class.-2 Sllell iu tht·ee syllables. 
sd class.-S spell in two syllables. 
4th class.-9 new beginners. 
Gi1·ls. 
1st class.-S spell and read easy lessons. 
2d class.-2 spell. 
Sd class.-- 8 11cw beginners. 
Moravian mission, W rstedield station, located within the Munsee or 
Christian Indiar:s, in the Delaware countl·y, have a school of 21 scholars-
14 boys aud 7' girls. 
Bmjs. 
1st class.-5 boys spell and read, and arc tJ·ying to write. 
2d class.-5 b1Jys spell in two syllables. 
Sd class.-S r-tcw beginners. 
Girls. 
1st class.-4 git·ls spell and read. and arc trying to write. 
2d class.-S gids spell iu threfl syllables. 
There are two other schools-one among the Shawnees, the other 
amon~ the Delawares ; both had given a vacation at the time I was 
going rouud to examine the Yat·ious schools. 
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Notwithsbmding the Jwejudices that so universally exist among red 
people to civilized life and education, I have the satisfaction to state that 
the missionaries, in my opinion, h:wc done much good within this agency 
in the last few yeat'S. Many of the Indian youth have learned to speak 
the English language well, and have a good English education: and 
some have learned good tl'adcs. A gr·eat many of thcit· pl'ejudices whidt 
llave existed so long against civilized life arc leaving them very fast; 
hardly a voice to be heat•d against it; and when it is, it has no force. 
I enclose, hct·cwith, rcpot·ts from the agents, or teachers, of the vari-
ous schools within this agency. 
I am, respectfully, yom· obedient servant, 
Major JosHUA PILCHER, 
RICHARD W. CUMMINS, 
Indian .llgent. 
Snperintendent Indian .11./fairs, St. Lonis, Mo. 
INDIAN MANUAL-LAROR ScnooL, 
Septembe1· 18, 1840. 
DEAR SIR: In compliance with the request of the Govm·nment, we. 
have the honor to submit the following brief report of the Indian manual-
labor school, as the first year has just closed. 
F01·ty-nine children in the school at the clost'-twenty-four boys and 
twenty-five girls. '!'hey have progressed as follows : 
In the male school. 
1st class.-8 read vct•y intelligibly in English, are well acquainted 
with first rules in arithmetic, the geography ~f the United States, and 
~nswer questions readily on the globe. 
2(1 cla~s.-6 SllCll and read easy lessons, and have a tolerable knowledge 
{)f tire fit·st tables in at'ithmctic. 
Sd class.-9 spell in two syllables, read easy lessons, and have learned 
a numbet• of useful tables. 
4th class.-1 Chippewa just commenced, but can read a little. 
In the female school. 
1st class.-5 rcall well in English, are familiar with the tables aml first 
I'ules of a1·ithmctic, and also with the geography of the United States. 
2d c\ass.-6 read easy lessons, and can draw maps of the States in a. 
d'ough way. 
Sd class.-11 spell tolerably well, read easy lessons, have lem·ned many 
useful tables, and can answer some simple questions in natur·al phi-
lo:;ophy. 
4th.class.-s just begin to read. 
Tlrct·c have been in the school during the year 72 children; the most 
of them arc pe1·manent scholars, though some have only staid a short time; 
but we have counted none unless they staid a month or more. 
They al'e ft·om the following tribes: Shawnees 27, Delawares 16,. 
ChiJlpcwas 2, Grosventre 1, Peorias s, Pottawatomics 7, Kanzas 6, Kick-
~poos s, Mnnsec 1, Osage 1. • 
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We.now ha..-e house-room for about 80, anti have told the Indians that 
we will take that number in next month. They have f•·equcntly inquiJ·e 
of ns, lately, to know when \Ye could take more childt•en ; we antici-
pate no difliculty in }H'Ocul'ing any numbe1· that we can find room f<o~r. 
The childt·en arc employed six hour·s a day at wm·k, anti six hours at 
school. The boys WOI'ked on the farm until this time, though we now 
have two mechanic: shops in operation, and shall put a pa1·t of the boys in 
them at the beginning of the next session. The gil'ls have been em-
Jlloyed during the past year·. when not in school, at s!!mhy things-at-
tending to the domestic pat·t of the institution, &c. \Ve have not yet 
l1ad house-room sullicient to make aJ•t·angements fur them to be employcll 
in spinning and weaving, but expect to do so. 
The childt·en learn to work readily. The gil'ls, untiet• the direction of 
their teachers, do all the cooking aud work for the whole school, for 
about twenty mechanics and other hands employed at the institution, 
make their own clothes, the clothes for the boys, ami also frequently 
make clothes for the mechanics and others. 
\V e have four teache1·s employed-two to teach the cl•ildren \Vhen in 
school, and two to teach them when at work; a farmer, who t:\kcs 
char·ge of the farm and stock ; and his wife superintends the cooking ; 
and, also, a principal of the institution, but, as he is a 1wactical mechanic, 
ltis time has been chiefly em11loycd in conducting the buildings during the 
past year. 
The crop on the fat·m has been very good dm·ing the past year. We 
suppose that we have raised about 2,000 bushels of wheat, 4,000 bushels 
of oats, s, 500 bushels of corn, 500 bushels of potatoes, with a reason-
able portion of other vegetables. We have about ISO cattle, 100 hogs, 
and 5 horses. \Ve think that when the expense of our buildings is over, 
we shall be able to conduct the institution on a very cheap scale. 'Ve 
still have confidence in the ultimate success of the school, and believe it 
is much bettet• adapted to the wants of the Indians in this pat·t of the 
country than any othet· plan yet tr·ied. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned, superintend-
ing committee. 
Major R. W. CmmiNS. 
THOMAS JOHNSON, 
J. C. BERRYMAN, 
J. GREENE. 
SHAWNEE, Mo., October 1, 1840. 
Sm : Repeate1l calls to render medical aid at the mission stations and 
vicinities have prevented an eal'lier· compliance with dnty, in regard t() 
this communication. The following repor·t of the missionary stations 
among the Shawnees and Delawares, under the patl'onage of the Boar·d or 
Managers of the Baptist General Convention for the United States, is 
respectfully submitted: 
As last year·, connected with the station among the Shawnees, are the 
undersigned antl wife, ami Rev. Francis Bar·ker and wife. The school 
connected vdth this station embraces ten scholars: seven males between 
the ages of four and fourteen, and three females from six to seven years 
Doc. No. Q. 373 
of ag<'. The proficiency of the pupils in tl1e Yat·ious g1·ades, ft·o n lettCI· 
to reading, writing, at•ithmetic, and geogt•aphy, has been highly encout·-
aging. The pupils, both male and female, have been taught domestic at·t<> 
sim11ltatleously with letters, in which they also }ll'Ogt·ess well. All have 
been fed, lodged, and mostly clothed, at the expen!!e of the mission. 'rant 
of means has prevented an enlargemeut of the school, which could, undet· 
competent aid, be effected to any desirable extent. In addition to instruc-
tion impartetl to boar·ding scholat·s, some adults ha\'e been taught in the 
Shawnee language; but as there is no regulat· attendance on this mode of 
instt·uction, the numbet· of readers cannot be deftnitcly stated. 
Frequent calls are made for native books, and a considerable number 
l1ave been distributed. 
The opet·ations of the printing depat•bnent have, dm·ing the )lltst sea-
son, on account of the absence of the pdnter, been SUSJlt:nded. This we 
the more regret, as we have not been able to supply the 1lemand for books, 
while a laudable disposition, both by Shawnee and Delaware native read-
ers, has been evincell to acquit·e information ft·om those sout·ces. 'V c 
esteem tlul press as not only the most di1·ect, but the most efficient means 
of enlightening the Indians, and hope soon to sre it again in opm·ation. 
Rev. Dr. Bolles has just informed us that Mr. John G. Pratt, the tin·mer 
Jlrinter· at Shawnee, will leave Bof.ton about the l!;t instant with a full 
supply of types usetl in pdnting Indian, and Cherokee types, fot• this 
station, when he will immediately resume his labor·s. His an·ival may be 
expected about the 1st of November·. In addition to this increased fa-
cility for printing, the et·ection of a suitable building f(n• the accommoda-
tion of the pt•ess is contemplated. 
Attention to religious instruction has been greater than usual, and the 
JH'ospccts of the mission are encouraging. 
About fifty dollat•s have been expended in impt·oving the buildings, and 
!l•ree acres of i'asture land enclosed. Three acres have been cultivated 
Jn C(JI'n, &c. 
'I'he station among the Delawares, on the nm·th side of Kanzas rivet·, 
l1as J.D. Blanchard, teachCI·, and wife, and Miss Syl\'ia Case. 
The school conducted at this station has increased to fourteen scholat·s, 
-viz: ten males and fom· females, all between the ages of seven and fom·-
tecn. These have been instnrcted in reading, writing, geogt·aphy with 
the use of the globes, and at·ithmetic, atHl have made good pi·oficiency. 
Wlwn not engaged (ltu·ing school-hones, the males labor on the farm, and 
tl1e females in their appt•opriate sphet·e. All are fed and lodged at the 
cost of the mission. With the exception of a few al'ticles of clothing oc~ 
casionally ful'llished by parents, all, excepting fon:·. at·e clothed by the 
mission. lnstr·uction has been impat·ted in English. Some applicants 
lmve been t·cfused admittance, for want of support: and could the necessar·y 
means be obtained, the school could be inct·eased to anY dcsimblc number. 
Some of the late cmigr·ants, through anxiety to have" their children in-
stt·ucted, haYc actually ful'llished a llortiou of their J•ations fot· their· sub-
sistence while attemHng the schools. 
As among the Shawnees, some adults have been instructed to read in 
theit· own language, and the number of rcadeJ'S has considet·ably inCI·eased. 
One ltundt·ed copies of the Harmony, printetl in Delawat·e, have been 
bound and put in cit•culation, besides othet· lll'ints occasionally disb·ibuted. 
'I'his station has a garden, containing half an acre, paled in ; twenty 
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acres well enclosed and subdivided, six acres of which has been sown in 
'blue grass, the balance cultivated in corn, wheat, &c. The crop this 
season is excellent. A barn, including a stable, has been e1·ected, thil·ty-
two by twenty-two feet, plank door and floo1·; also, about eighty dolla1'S 
l1ave been expended in improving original buildings. 
Attention to religions instruction has been uncommonly good ; and the 
operations of the institution, in eve1·y department, have been more effi-
cient, and its proS]Jects more flattering, than at any 1n·evious period. 
Since my last report,-- rmtives have been baJltised at the Shawnee 
and Delaware stations. 
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a 11ast report, has suggested 
that the amount of benefit rendered the Indians is smaH, compared with 
the liberal aid afforded by the Government. May I be permitted to re-
mark, that more may have been accomplished "to make the Indian bettet• 
than he is," than may have fallen under the Commissioner's t'ye. The 
task of civilizing and enlightening savage nations is one requiring the 
firmest ene1·gies of the Christian and philanthropist, comparable in mag-
Jlitude to that of levelling huge mountains by the spade and pick-axe. 
Yet, to this task the Christian teache1· calmly addresses himself, pouring, 
through letters an<! religious insh·uction, the light of the Gospel U}lOn 
the minds of those around him ; he silently and slowly pl·olluces an effect 
which cannot JJOW be estimated, and which futtll'ity alone can fully de-
velop. Many books have been circulated among the Indians in their 
own language. Much religious and olher instruction has been impa1·ted 
to them, and, in many places, the ice so broken that light, in many of 
their minds, must have banished da1·kness; and I am happy in exp•·essing 
the opinion that the tmnsition of one nation from savage to civilized life 
was never more rapid than that of the tribes within you1· agency. 
'Vith great respect, yom· obedient servant, 
J, LYKINS, 
Major R. W. CuMMINs. 
Snpe1·intendent of Schools. 
U. S. Indian .IJgeut, No1'tltem .IJgency, Indian Tt!1Titory. 
Report of the school held at F1·iends' Mission, in lhe Sha·wnee nation. 
Supet·intendents-Henry Harvey and Ann Harvey. 
Teacher-David Jones. 
We have thi1·ty-three scholars, and several that a1·e not regula1•. 
rrhe present school has l:een in operation about four months, (it having 
been pt"t!viously discontinued for se\'eJ•al months.) Thi1·teen of the ol'igi · 
nal scholars are now in attendance : ten of them read and write, and six: 
ciphe1· in the simple •·ules. 
Of the remaining number, a very few can S}Jell in two syllables; the 
greatest pa1t in one, and a few do not yet know all thci,·lettei'S. The new 
scholars, coming in at diffe1·ent times, have uot all had the same oppor-
tunitirs to impJ·o,·e; and consequcutly a1·c not even, though the1·c is 
much diffe,·encc in tiH' Jll'og•·ess of those who have had er1ual oppor·tunities. 
Some of them appear· to have but little t.act iu learning ; hut fal' the 
greatest number hill fair to repay tha labors of the teachcJ·. All of the 
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original scholars, except two, speak English well enough for common 
communication. The new ones speak it yet ver·y little, but they appear 
to acquire a knowledge of it as fast as can t•easonably be expected. 
The new scholars, being unused to t•estraint, were at fit·st rather diffi-
cult to govern; but they at•e now vet•y tr·actable, and may, no doubt, with 
the pt•oper cat·e, be brought up to habits of indush·y and vil'tue. They 
exhibit many encouragements to the philantht·opist to pt·osecute his labors 
in bl'inging them out of a state of mental dat•kness and barbar·ism to the 
enjoyments of the blessings of ch-ilized Jife, and a knowledge of true 
Chl'istian religion. 
N O'rE.-As the supet•intendent is absent, his name is uot affixed to this 
report. 
D. JONES. 
R. w. CUMMINS. 
WEsTFIELD, iWorallimt Mission. 
Sm : According to your request, I herewith send you a statement of out• 
sehoul at this place. The childt·en m·e instt·ucte!l in the English language 
till advanced in t•eading fluently; then we instt·uct them in their native 
language, which is the Dclawat·e. 
The numbet• of scholars who attend is twenty-one : of which four·teen 
attend J'egularly; the rest occasionally: of which ten t•ead, five cipher, 
uine wr·ite, <tnd eleven spell. 
The books gene~·ally made use of arc-Weustet·'s Spelling Book, the 
Union !,rimer, the Introduction to tl1e English Reader·, the Testament, 
the Pleasing Companion, and Cobb's .Juvenile Readet·. 
Yours, with respect and esteem, 
J. CHRISTOPHER MIKSCH. 
Major CuMMINS, 
Indian Agent, Delaware o~Vation. 
No. 37. 
Report of A. L. Davis, St£b-agent, Osage Riller. 
"'I'he 011eratinns of schools within my sub-agency ha"-e been small 
through the 1mst year. One f(H'mel'ly taught at the Bapti;;t mission, among 
the Ottawas, has been discontinued. The mission;u·ies still continue at 
the station, an<l have been engageu in imparting religious instt·uctions t6 
the Indians, with some considerable degr·ee of success. The one among 
the Peot·ias, unller the management of the Methodist society, has also 
been discontinued; antl the J~issionat•ics still continue at the station, im-
pat·ting r·eligious instr·nctions tn the Indians. And among a. band of Pot-
tawatomics, some attention has been giYen by the Catholics; hut attend-
ance has not been sulliciently regula1', au<l the commencement of so rc-
'cent a date as uot to admit of a l'ot·malreport. The school, in another· pat't 
of the Pottawatomic nation, untler the patronage of the Baptists, aftet· a 
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suspension of some months, is abcut to be resumed, as will be seen by the 
repot-t of Dr. J·. Lykins, het·ewith respectfully submitted. 
"It is exceediugly desirable that this branch of the work of Indian re-
form shoultl be carl'ied on with more energy than formm·ly." 
SHAWNEE, October 6, 1840. 
SIR : It has, for the pt·cscnt, become my duty to report to you the con-
dition of the Baptist missionary station among the Pottawatomies of your 
agency, Jlatt·onized by the board of manager·s of the Baptist convention 
of the United States. 
The site of this establishment is on the south side of the Pottawat-
omie creek, about nine miles ft·om its junction with the Osage river, and 
about thr·ee miles aoove the tract of land t·escrved for the scat of govern-
ment for the Indian territot·y. The location is apparently healthy, and 
is well supplied with water, rock, and both timbered and )Waide land. 
The country aboYe and below, following the stt·eam, is such as to admit 
of good settlements. 
The following buildiP.gs have recently been completed, viz : one dwell-
ing, one and a half stor·y high, of good ltewn Jogs, thirty-two feet long 
by eighteen feet wWe. divided into two apar·tments above and below, with 
good stone chimney, shingle roof, Jllank floors, &c., &c. 
One cook-house of hewn logs, one story high, sixteen feet square, 
stone chimney, &c. One school-room of good hewn lugs, twenty fee~ 
long by eighteen feet wide, three twelve-light windows, one door, &c. 
The school taught heretofore by Mr. Simerwell has been suspended, and 
at•rangements have been made for commencing an institution ft)l' females to 
be called the "Shield's Female Academy," to be conducted by .M.rs. Simer-
well and Miss Elizabeth Stinson. The pupils of this institution will be 
lodged, fed, and clotl1ed, at the cost of the mission ; and the number, of 
course, will depend on the favor bestowed on it by the benevolent. A be-
ginning had been made in the reception of pupils, when the scvet•e sick-
ness of Mr. Simerwell's family pt·ocluccd delay. As soon as the health 
of the missiou family will justify, operations will again commence. This 
institution has gt·own out of the remarks of the Commisr,ioner of Indian 
Affairs, on the subject of the education of females among the Indians. 
To its sup11ort, a young lady, whose name it bears, has aleeady contrib · 
uted sixty dollars. 
It is also proposed to teach a tmmbet· of male pupils who will boat·d aml 
lodge at tl1eir· respective homes. 
During the ]JaSt season some progress has been made in the teaching of 
adults in their own language. This appeat·s to be the only measure whiclt 
promises any success in improving the minds of men who haYe arrived at 
adult age without habits of thinking. To English studies they arc averse: 
and, were it otherwise, it would scat·cely be possible for them to acquit·e 
such a knowledge of out• language a'i to read it understandingly. lt is 
only through the channel of theit· own language that they can be brought 
to acquire the knowledge of useful reading. Fot· the study ol' letter·s in 
their own tongue, they have as much fondness, and e\'en more, considering 
their early habits, than could be expected. As }Woof of this, I may men-
tion that at the Ottawa station, wher·e conside1·able attention has been 
paid to tbeit• instt·uction, a laegc class of adults arc found willing to atteu(l 
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-a night school, for their improvement in reading; and I may add, that these 
people arc now gt·eatly desit'ing a ti·anslation or the scl'iptures into theit• 
language. Without enlarging on this subject, vermit me again to ur·ge 
the opinion that the education funds fur·nished by the Gover·nment, if 
pt·opet·ly applied, muter· the stq~er\'ision of a general agent, are sufficient 
to educatr. all the adults of the tribes with whom benevolent societies are 
now laboring. 
·:!! 
'Vith great res11ect, yom· obedient senant, 
J. LYKINS. 
Major AN'l'IIONY L. DAvis, 
United States .llgent Indian .Elffairs, 
Osage ri-cer Sub-agency, Indimt ten·itory. 
No. ss. 
Report of Stephen Coope1·, sub-agent, Council Bl1Ljfs. 
Schools thet·~ are none here, umler the authority of the Government. 
Thel'c are two Roman Catholic 1wiests residing within my agency, of 
good mm·al character·. who set a good example to the Indians and half-
breeds. They have a chapel, and school, and teacher, and ha,'e sevet•al 
young Indians in the school who are coming on }wetty well. The cltapel 
is well attended on Sundays by all classes. These two gentlemen have 
been of considerable stwvicc in the medical way. During the summer 
gt·eat sickness has pt·evailed amongst the Indians stnce theit• coming in 
from the spring hunt. · 
No. S9. 
, Re-pol't of .amos J. Bmce, agent, St. Petel''s. 
LAC-Q.UI-PARLE MxssioN, Jnly S t, 1840. 
'fhc missionat·ics at Lac-qui-parle arc dependent almost eittit·ely on th~ 
coutt·illutions of }lersoual fr·iends fot• aid in theit• arduous duties. 'fhcy 
ask fot· a Sllll\ll share of the civilization fuml, and I should respectfully 
rccnrnrncnd them to the dcpartmcut as men well calculated to assist antt 
improve the condition of the Indians. Mr. Riggs's report, herewith for-
warded, marked " A," will show the condition of the school, and the ad-
Yance in thn mechanical arts they have made under the cat·e of Doctm· 
\Yilliamson. 
All the schools within the agency, exce}lt one at Lac-qui-pari~, lta,-e 
been SUSJlended this summer, fl'om some cause unknown to me. 
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A. 
Annual report if the Lac-qui-pa1"le Mission,for the year ending July, 1840 .. 
'.rhos. S. WiJJiamson, M. D., and Stephen R. Riggs, A.M., missionaries; 
Alexander G. Huggins. teache1· and farmer ; M1·s. Riggs and Misl'l 
F. Huggins,jemaleteachers; Mrs. Williamson and Mrs Huggins; J~ 
N. Kirker, hired laborer. 
Morning Afternoon Total. 
school. school. 
Average if the schools, commencing in tlze 
quarter, July 15, 1839. 
First week - - - - 15] - 15!, Second week - - - - 13t - 13! 'Third week - - - - 12 - 12 Fourth week - - - - 10 - 10 Fifth week - - - - 12._\! - 12t Sixth week - - - - 11} - 11-! 
[The bill for the next six weeks was by 
some misfortune lost. The average at-
tendance was probably from 12 to 16.] 
Second term, commencing October 17. 
First week - - - - 12~ - 12} Second week - - - - 12 - 12 
'Third week - - - - 20} - 20} }'ourth week - - - - 183 - 18} ,. Fifth week - - - - 17} - 17? Sixth week - - - - 2lf - 21f Seventh week - - - - 19 - 19 Eighth week - - - - 15} - 15-} Ninth week - - - - 22 - 22 
Tenth week - - - - 18~ 5} 23} 
Eleventh week - - - - 24• 4Z 29 1 !> -, • Twelfth. week - - - - 33~ Bt 41! 
Third te'rm, commencing Dec. 30, 1839. 
First week, afternoon school 4th week - 34 5! 39! 
Second week, afternoon school 5th week - 31} 6 37-} 
Third week, afternoon school Gth week - 31• sz 40} • • Fourth week, afternoon school 7th week - 19t 7' 26-} ·" Fifth week, afternoon school 8th week - 21 8s 29j. • Sixth week, afternoon school 9th week - 21f 7' 29 ... 
Seventh week, afternoon school 10th week 18} 11 } 29~ 
Eigh th week, afternoon school 11th week 9} 8' 17} 'S' 
Ninth week, afternoon school 12th week - 12} 4' 16~ .. 
'l'enth week, afternoon school 12th week 10 - 10 
Eleventh week, afternoon school 12th week 10 - 10 --,-- -Summary -
-
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The whole number of schol:~.rs whose names were entered on the bills 
within the th1·ee tm·ms, is one hundred and eleven. 
Average of the 1st term, calculating from fi1·st six weeks, 12} 
Do of 2d do do do 21 
Do of Sll do do do 26 
It willl,e obsei·ved, however, that, dm·ing the 12 weeks in wl1ich the 
afternoon school was continued, the average of the whole school is SO. 
Those who have learned to read he1·e since the commencement of the 
mission, five yea1·s since, may be r·anked in th1·ee classes. A few of them 
have not attended school the past yea1·. Those of the 1st class can read 
and wl'ite theit· own language. rl'he most of those belonging to the 2d 
can wt·ite, but not vct•y ,.,·ell. 
1st class, in attendance 25; not in attendance, 4; total 29 
2d do do 14; do s; do 17 
sd do do 24 ; 24 
'Vhole numbet• of readers 70 
In the months of Januat·y and February we employed 'Vaumidokiga, a. 
nati\'c teacher, at Lake Travcr·se. He repo1·ts 2S scholars : three learnetl 
to read aud write a. little; four leat•ncd to spell well ; eight made less. 
progt·ess; one pt·ogressed some in th~t first rules of arithmetic; there-
maining seven did not leam their alphabet well. 
Spinning and c:vewving.-Previous to fot·warding our last r eport, some-
thing had been done in teaching the women and gil'ls to spin and knit. 
At times dtu·ing t he yeat· they have manifested a noble enthusiasm in this 
work. Umlct· the care of Mrs. and Miss Huggins, about-- have lear·ned 
to svin. Some have spun enough fm· a shm·t gown; others enough fot• two 
or more ; and a few have commenced spinning for blankets, which they 
have not yet finished. Last autumn Mt·s. Huggins made, and put in ope-
ration. a loom, and. before the cold weather, fotu· women wove for them-
selves woollen short-gowns. This spring they have commenced the man-
ufactut·ing of flax. Several men have swingled flax for their wives and 
daughtet·s to spin, which has already been made into cloth. 
Owing to the assistance rendet•ed hct·e by the mission in ploughing last 
year, they have old cm·n yet, and will have enough of it to eat until new 
is ready for consumption, which has never· been the case in any year-
lleretofOI·e. 1'his season we and the Indians both l1ave about the same 
amount of lan1ls in culth·ation that was reportCLllast year. 'Ve ploughed 
nearly eleven days for them last spring, and assisted a. considerable time 
in assisting them in making t•akes, &c. 
We have never had any thing ]ike a boarding-school attached to this 
mission ; aml hence al'ises frequently an il·regulai·ity in the attendance of 
scholat·s. But we think it will be seen by this report, that, if all that 
could have been hoped fot· has not been accomplishe1l in theit· instruction, 
at least as much as should hare been expected has a.h·eacly been t•ealized. 
'Vith the hope anti belief that you will counsel these Indians wisely. and 
he ever ready, to the extent of your powet·, to assist them and us in our 
labors fot• tltcil· tempor·al and spit·itual welfare, 
We remain, yours, r e. pectfully, in behalf of the mission, 
S. R. RIGGS. 
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No. 40. 
Repurt of D. P. Bushnell, snb-agent at Lapointe. 
"The report of the Revet•end S. Hall, herewith tr·ansmitted, gives a 
,detailed account of the condition of the mission aml scl10ol at this place, 
which is under· his superintendence. 'l'he Catholic school at Grand Portage, 
which "-as under the charge of the Reve1·end Francis Piet·z, has been 
temporarily discontinued, for reasons stated in his ktter herewith 
-enclosed. It is understood the Indians there made gootl improvement 
dut•ing his residence among them, and that they are very desirous fol' his 
retur·n. It is res1Jectfully recommended that such aid as is given to schools, 
under similar circumstances, by the department, be extended to the one 
at Grand Portage. The opposition met '"ith from the Indians by the 
Reverend Mr. Ely, who established a school at Fond-du-Lac, a few yeat·s 
since, obliged him last year to discontinue it. A school established by the 
Reverend Mr. Boutwell at Leech Lake, about the same time, was, fm· 
similar reasons, discontinued the previous year. These gentlemen, ia 
conjunction with the Rcver·end Mr. Ayet·, have since established a mission 
and school at Pokegoma, on Snake rivet·, a branc of the St. Croix, 
where theit• labot·s have met with better success. Theit· cffor·ts have not 
been solely directed to thfl mP.ntal instruction of the Indians. They have 
built them sevet·al comfor·table log-houses; broke till land for them ; fur-
nished them with seeds ; and instr·ucted them in agt·iculture. The band 
where they are located, occupying a small tract of vet·y good land for 
cultivation, will mo1·e readily resort to these llut·suits than can be exJJected 
of those less fortunately situated. They have been so apprehensive oi' 
hostile attacks from the Sioux, however, of late, that little has been done 
this year. 
LAPOINTE, Septemba 1, 1840. 
Sm: I have the honor to submit to you the following report, fol' the past 
year. of the Mission station of the Amel'ican Boar·d of Commissioners 
for Fm·eign Missions at this place, which is under my supel'iRtendence. 
1. Labo1·e1·s.-The persons who lmve been employed at this station for 
tlJC past year arc the same as reported for· the pr·cceding year, viz : Sher-
man Hall, missionar·y, Mt·s. Hall, Grenville T. SJ>roat, teacher·, Mrs. Sproat. 
2. Disbm·sements.-Thc amount allowed by the board fot· the ex}lenses 
of the station is one thousand dollars. This amouut has been expended for 
the suppm·t of the mission family, and in maintaining a school, in which 
an children ·who choose to avail themselves of its advantages at•e taught 
without charge. From seventy-five to one hundred dolla1·s, also, haYC 
been expended for seeds and medicines, which have been furnished to the 
Indians. 
s. P1·operty of the station.-
Neat cattle valued at - -
Fishing appat·atus 
F'armet·s and mechanics' tools 
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4. School.-There has been a school regulal'ly kept at the station during, 
tl1e year. The ,.,-hole number who have attended 64-boys, 36; girls, 
28-64 ; daily average number 18. The scholar·s have been taught in 
the Ojibwa, or native, and English languages. Number taught to read 
the Ojillwa Testament, 26; English 'l'estament, 21; Emerson's Elemen-
tar·y Al'ithmetic, 14; Colllurn's Intellectual Ar·ithmetic, 7; Adams's New 
Arithmetic, 3; Parley's Child's Geogt·aphy, 15; Olney's, with maps, 10; 
Gotldt·ich's History of the United States, 9. 
As it respects the subjects intl·oduced in the 1 sth paragt·aph of "Re-
' ise<l Regulations," a copy of which you l'Cccntly furnished me, I have 
nothing to communicate which will be any addition to the knowledge you 
ah·eady ]>ossess on these subjects. 
I het·ewith tr·ansmit to you two copies of our recent pulllications in the 
Ojillwa language, for· the usc of the department, in addition to those for-
warded last year'. These form a complete set of the books which have 
been published in this language by the Amerkan Board of Commission-
ers for I~'oreign Missions. 
'Vith much reSJJect, I am, sir, yours truly, 
S. HALL. 
DANIEL P. BusHNELJ,, Esq., 
Indian Jlgent at Lapointe. 
POKEGO~IA, N. ,v. TERRI'l'ORY, 
.f11t[j1LSt 24, 1840. 
RESPECTED SIR: I herewith tr·ansmit you the seventh annual report 
of this mission. 
The following arc the mission family, viz : l\:lr. Aycr and wife, Mr. 
Ely aml wife, and Miss SoLrina Stevens. 
Scl10ol teacher·s 
Whole Humber of scholars -
Average number of scholars 
Amount of disbursements - . 
Amount of pr·operty on hand -
Value of buildings -
Stock 
Far·ming tools - -
Carpenters and joiners' tools 
W atet• craft 
Kitchen and table furniture -
Be(ltling 
Sundry goods 






- $731 00 













'l'hc ag1·icultural and education interests of these Indians have suffered 
much, tile past season, f1·om the continuance of war between the Chippe-
was and Sioux. 'l'hey ha,·e l.lecn in a constant state of alarm while hct·e, 
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expecting an attack from the Sioux. They felt so unsafe that nearly all 
left, the early part of summer, for more remote parts. Thet·efore their 
fields have been much neglected. The school also has been small, as 
about half of the families who attend school have been absent. 
The farmer (Mr. Russell) located het·e by the United States seems very 
desit·ous for the improvement of the lndiaus in agricultut·e, but feels that 
he can benefit them comparatively little, so long as the present state of 
things continues between the Chippewas and Sioux. 
These Indians, called the Snake River Indians, al'e disposed to peace, 
and have not, for a long time past, jniued in war against the Sioux; and 
would not apprehend danger from them, were it not that othet• bands to 
the east and west at·c frequently making inroads upon the Sioux of St. 
Peter's, who are the most contiguous to this ]>lace. The Indians here vtry 
reasonably conclude that they shall be implicated lly the Sioux, who will 
(they imagine) take vengeance en them for imaginat·y wt·ongs. 
Very respectfully, 
F. AYER. 
SECRETARY OF WAR. 
No. 41. 
Report nf Re-o. Solomon Da'Vis, superintendent of scltools among the first 
C!u·istian pm·ty of Oneidas and the Menomcmies. 
DucK CREEK, W. T., .llugust ~8, 1840. 
DEAR SIR: In answer to your communication of Sd instant, I have the 
l1onor to report: That I have the supm·iutendence of three schools for the 
educ.ation of Indian youth : two of which m·e located among the first 
Clu·istian party of Oneidas at Duck Creek-one fot· male, the other fot• 
female children. These schools are conducted on the plan of ordinary 
district schools; the childt•eu boarding, pt·incipally, with their parents. 
From twenty to twenty-five children have been taught in each, and some 
.of them have made no inconsi•leraule }Jroficicncy in the common branches 
of learning. There is much difficulty in procuting a regular attendance 
ot' the scholars, which at·ises ft·om a want of parental coutt·ol. It is be-
lieved, howcvet·, that, as we pt·ogt·ess, these ol.Jstacles will gl'adually yield, 
till tl•cy at•e finally ovct·come. The school for girls was opened in the 
fall of 1838; it was much needed, and promisrs a good result. 'l'he ed-
ucation ot' the females is certainly all-important to the progt·ess of civil-
ization among the tribe. At the station, the trlission family is composed 
of four persons : myself, as superintendent, one male and two female 
teachcl's. It is a fact, worthy of note. that the chiefs of this tt·ibe have 
annually ]laid four hundred dollars, ft·orn funds received by them under· 
tt·eaty stipulations, for the support of this mission. The first Christian 
party of Oneidas consists of al.Jout fout· hundred ami fifty souls; of which 
numuer, upwat·lls of eighty, including several of their chiefs, arc in com-
munion with the Protestant Episcopal Church, under whose J>att·onage 
this missiou was established, and has l.Jeen, thus far, successfully carried 
on. 
, 
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'l'he third school is designed for the benefit of the M nomonies, and is 
located at Green Bay, a distance of twelve miles from this station. It is 
.a boarding establishment, in which twelve children (three boys and nine 
girls) ar·e entirely suppot·ted; and, in addition to the common English 
branches, arc instJ·ucted, the boys in agricultm·e, and the girls in all 
necessary household affairs. In this establishment are employed tlll'ce 
teachers : one of them a far·mer; the other two arc females, and have the 
entire management of the family. 
When I came in charge of this school, in the fall of 1 BSS, thcr·c were 
six boys belonging to it who derivell theh· support in part fr·om the United 
States, four of whom wer·e after·wards transferred to the Oneida station, 
where they had the same privileges, and shar·ed the same bounty. One-
of the two connected with Gr·een Bay mission has l'ecently left, and is 
~ucccssfully pm·suing his studies in a school ot a higher order at the east ; 
the other· has been placed in a situation to obtain a knowledge of a me-
chanic art that may hereafter render him useful to his tr·ibe. 
• * llii • * • 
I am, very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, 
SOLOMON DAVIS 
To Col. GEoitGE BoYn, 
U. S. Sub-agent, Green Bay. 
Extract from the upo1·t of Re-v. Cutting .fiiarsh, missionm·y among the 
Stockbridge Indians. 
The state of the schools this year· is nearly the same as it was last, so 
that a repor·t for this year will answer every pr·actical pur·pose for· both. 
Two of the young men belon3ing to this tt·ibe are pursuing a COUI'SC or 
education at the Oneida institute in the State of New Yol'l.:. One of them 
is the young man who was suppor·tc<l by Govcr·nment four or• five years at 
the Gr·ecn Bay mission. 
Ther·e are two schools taught a gr·eater part of the ycar·.'\t;Onc of them 
since last winter· has been taught by a young man belonging to the ua-
tion, as was the other during the wiuter season ; but during the summet• 
and fall, thus far, has been taught by a lady. 
The whole number of children, of a St_ritablc age to attend school, is 
eighty-five. 'The average number, however·, who attend, is between 
:fifty anti sixty ; and they attend to the following studies : reading, w1·i 
ting, arithmet1c, geogr·ap!Jy, and grammar. Between twenty aud thir·ty 
study gcogr·aphy; about the same number ar·ithmetic; twenty-five write 
and six study gr·ammar·. 
'l'he ]wo:;r·ess which these childr·en make in study is quite as great, 
whcr·c tln:y atten1l school constantly, as is made amongst the children C!lf 
•white peO])le in district schools. 
• r· li!i * ~:· ·r:· * 
I~xt1·act from the 1·eport of Ethe1·linda L ee, instmctress of the school among 
the Orchm·d pm·ty of Oneida Indians. 
The school is comluctetl on the common-school system. The attend-
ance of the children is very irrcgnlar·, as it is optional with themselves. 
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The whole number for 18S9 was thirty-five, including eight who be-
lon,.ed to the Munsee tribe from Canada. Thr·ough the winter·, two 
adtJts and three children were boarded in the mission family, supported 
in }Jart by their parents. The present year the number has been about 
twenty-five; attenuance irregular as usual. Six childr·en boarded in the 
family on the same terms as of the }!receding winter. Such as attend 
regular·ly tluough the year· make laudable improvement. In addition to 
reading and writing, some have acquired a k11owledge of arithmetic men-
tal ami practical, also of geography and grammar. The boGks used i11 
the school are Colburn's, Erne ·son's, and Adams's Arithmetic, Smith's 
?-rammar, Pa1·lryrs and Olney's Geography, and Webster's Spelling-book. 
No. 42. 
Rep01·t of Pm·dy .LlfcEl-vain, sub·agent, Ohio. 
\Vith regard to the condition of the school, I cannot give the depart-
ment a better idea than by giving the following extmct fr·om the report of 
Rev. James Wheeler, missionary: 
·'According to requirements, I p1·esent you with the following, as the 
repor-t of the Wyandot mission school under my care: 
•' The lH'esent number of chilllren in r·egular· attendance is thirty-five, 
anll taught by Miss Condict and myself. The whole number that has at-
tended during the year (though not regulat·) is fifty-eight-thirty-seven 
males, and twenty-one females. Of these, fourteen are in their letters 
and abs, twenty-one arc beginuing to spell and read in easy rtading, 
nine write, ten at•e studying arithmetic and geogr·aphy, and four in gt·am-
mar. Forty-three of the numhel' have boarded at the mission; most of 
them have received their clothing in part, and othel's entirely, from the 
mission, during their stay at school. When childr·en ar·e brought in hy 
their par·ents, it is understood that they will remain a sufficient length of 
time to learn to re:ul and write, if no Ionge•·· Sometimes parents agree 
to fumish some particular part of the necessary clothing, and sometimes 
they fm·nish the whole; thus manifesting a disposition to depend, in some 
measure, Ullon their own resout·ces, which disposition appears to he in-
creasing. The progress of the chilllren in theit• studies is rather slow, 
though probably no more so than it would be with any children who 
were put to the study of a science with reference to which they had but 
\·ery little idea, and no knowledge of the language in which it was to be 
studied. 'rhese are embarrassments with which most of them have to 
contend, and they consequently advance slowly in their studies generally, 
except writing. They ar·e naturally quite inclined to imitate, which 
makes writing to them a very pleasant study. 
" The farm, which is located on a section of land, the use of which is . 
gr·antetl by the 11ation to the church for the benefit of the school and mis-
sion, contains about two hull:dr·ed anll sixty-fom· acres of improved land, 
the most of which is rented. The share of the pt•oducc which falls to the 
mission, togethet• with what is raised on reserved gruunll, worked by the 
boys, gener·ally furnishes the gt·eater· 11art of the bread, meat, potatoes, 
garden sauce, &c., necessary fol' the accommo<lation of the school. The 
buildings are nothing ver·y extraor·dinary. The mission-house is a doutJle-
llewed log, twenty by forty-eight feet, built in an early day; its present 
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marks of decay begin to admonish the friends of the institution of the ne-
cessity of a new one. A f1·ame ba1·n, forty-two by sixty feet, has recently · 
been erected. The school-house is a new ft·ame, built by a contract of 
the chiefs, • twenty uy twcnty-fom· feet, one and a half stot·y high,' and is 
a ver·y commodious one, neatly finished, embracing two apat·tmcnts-one 
for school, and the othet• for dt·essing au(l sleeJling." 
No. 42. 
Repo1·t of the Tf'yandot mission-school at Upper Sanclusl;y, Ohio, for the 
yem· ending September 30, 1840. 
Rev. James ·wheeler, missionary aml superintendent of the Wyandot 
school.-No. of teachers, 1. 
Miss Susan Condict. teachet• of the mission-school.-N o. of teachers, 1; 
No. of males, 37; No. of females, 2i: total, 58. · 
Ed1teation, branches taught.-14 arc in their letters and abs, 21 are 
spelling anrl reading, 9 at·e writing, 10 arc studying arithmetic and ge-
ography, and 4 studying gt•ammar·. 
Number feel and clothed at the institution.-43 have boat·ded at the mis-
sion; most of them Jmye received their clbthing in pad, aml other·s en-
tirely, ft\1111 the mission, dm·ing thcit· stay at school. 
Nnmber fed and clothed at hontc.-Fiftccn. 
Prog1"CSS o.f the zmpils.-Thc progt·css of the childt•en for· the last year 
in theit• studies has been rathet• slow, with the exception of wl'iting; they 
are naturally inclined to imitate, which makes writing to them a very 
pleasant study. 
l"ood, ho7V supplied.- Tile principal}lart of the provisions made use or 
at the mission was raise•l upon the fat·m. 
Number of acres in cnlti'Vation.-Clovcr, 14; timothy, SO; timothy and 
clover·, 29: cot·n, 40 ; oats, 20 ; wheat, 39; !Jeans, 2 ; peas, 2; potatoes~ 
4; orcl1ard, 9 ; pasture, 75 : total, 264 acres. 
Buildings.-The missiun-huuse is constructed of hc\ved logs 20 by 48 
feet, built at an cady day, and is nearly decayell, and is almost rendered 
useless by time. The school-house is a new ft·ame, built last summer·. A 
frame barn 42 by 60 feet has receutly been erected. 




Report of .TCLmcs Lognn, JJ:;ent jo1· the Creel;s, Creel• .IJ.gency, lst October~ 
1840. 
Report of the CreeJ..: sc!tool. 
Sm: In obedience to the' regulations of the War Depat·tmcnt, I have 
examined the schoo\ taught l.Jy William N . Anderson, as principal, several 
times dnt•ing the year, in OJ•der that I might be the better informed as to 
the capacity and r•rogt·css of the students under his charge. 
25 
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The l10use in which the schQo} is taught was built by the Indians for-
tba' pm'JlOse; it is a comfortable house, and tolerably well fi.nished; its. 
location is a beautiful one, with a spring of excellent watet• ronYenient. 
Thr children are well clothed and fed by their pat·ents. The number of 
students, at my last visit, v.-as thil'ty-six, and the teacher informed me 
that they were regular in their attendance. The number of males was 
eighteen-three of them wet·e studying arithmetic, and wct·e far advanced 
in the science; six were reading and writing, ami nine spelli11g. One oi 
the females was studying geogt·aphy, ten reading and writing, and seven 
spelling. The improvement of each class has been good. The advance-
- ment of the Indian children is not equal to that of white children, which~ 
I believe, is owing to their not undet·standing the English language. I 
lmve observed that, after they acquire some idea of the language, (which-
they do very soon,) they advance much faster. Taken as a whole, I con-
sider. the capacity of the Indian children equal to that of the whites. 
The house in which the school is taught is lltlt of sufficient size for the 
number of pupils. I would suggest the propriety of an allowance out oi 
the moneys 011 hand for education pm·poses to make an addition and. 
- ~Iteration in the building. 
The teacher has been assisted in the pcl'formancc or his duty by his 
-lady; they are both of mot•al, exemplary habits, and give theit· undivided 
· attention to the school. It \\~as fot· this reason that I fixed their salary at 
eight hundr·ed dollars, which I do not think unreasonable, considering the 
Jtigh prices of all kinds of Jn·oduce here in the nation. 
The teachet• has erectrd a good comfm·table dwelling and suitable out-
ltouses for his family at his individual p,xpeuse. I should have made this. 
report a month sooner, but my health would not permit. I am in ho11es 
that my indisposition will be sutlicicnt a}Jology fot• my delay. 
I have the honor to be, sir·, very respectfully, you•· obedient servant, 
JAMES LOGAN, 
Hon. T. HARTLEY CRA.w:FoRn, 
Commissioner of Indian .ll.ff'ai1's. 
.llgent jo!' the Creeks. 
LEwis's SETTLF.:\fEN'r, September 30, 1840. 
SIR: I find,. from the regulations of the Wat• Depal'tmcnt, that it is 
111y duty to report to you the condition of the school taught by myself and 
wife. The scholars under our c!Jar·gc have been very r1•gular in their 
:attendance. The children a1·c well fed and clothed by their parents. On 
each :Monday morning, the children are neat and clean, and have more 
the a}}pearance of childr·en at preaclring among the whites than scholars 
. at school. The 11rogr·ess of the clrildt·en gener·ally has been good. A 
.number of them, at the commencement of the 11resent year, were in tlte 
.alphabet .: they can now S]Jell in any p~u't of the spelling-book, and read 
easy lessons. 
I have generally had thirty-six scholars in attc11dancc; and there !rave 
"been a number of others who haYe come to school a few weeks and then 
left. Of the number that have been regular, eighteen arc females. One 
'()fthcm is now studying geography, ten reading ami writing, and seven 
flpclling. 
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The numbe1• of males that have been regular is eighteen. Three of 
tl1c boys arc studying arithmetic, and learn figures with gt·eat aptness. 
Six arc reading and writing, and nine are spelling and reading easy 
lessons. All of the chil(h·en speak English, except seven-two males 
and five' females. There is an excellent spl'ing of good watrr convenient 
to the school-house. 
I have tt·avellctl over the Creek nation so little, that my knowledge of 
the number of inhabitants, the mineral resout•ces, timbet• and water privi-
leges, is so slight that I am not al.Jle to fm·nish any statistics of the kind, 
except that there is stone-coal of good quality in abundance in many 
}I laces. 
I have the honot• to be, very respectfully, yom· obedient servant, 
WILLIAM N. ANDERSON, Teacher. 
Col. J .UfEs LoGA:v, Creek .Bgent. 
No. 44. 
iYASHINGTON, .JVo-vember 11, 1840. 
SJR : In compliance with your request, I have the honor· to submit the 
following statement concerning the manual-labor school, recently estab-
lished, umler the superintendence of the Methodist E11iscopal Church, in 
the Fort Leavenwot·th agency. 
As my visits to this institution wcr·e without any particulat• design of 
]n·ocuring information for the department, the observation.:; were not as 
<'<ll'eful, nor the results notcfl as accm·atcly, as could haYe been desired; 
i.het·efore, only a general idea of the institution can be given. 
There were in August last, I think, oYer fifty scholars, boys and girls 
in uearly equal pt·oportion. These are taught the br·anchcs usually com-
]ll'ised in a "common English education." I called at the boys' school 
one moming. when such a visit could not possibly have been auticipated, 
and remained some time, while the teacher, Mrs. Kinneat·, went on with 
the Ol'dinaJ'Y routine of instruction. The scholat·s ranged ft·om six to 
rightcen yeaJ'S of age, and gave very gratifying~in fact surpJ·ising-cvi-
tlcnce of imp1·ovemcnt. Ncal'ly all could read : many composed and 
wrote sentences; and the numhct• that could J'eadily give answers to ques-
tions in the "rnle of three," without refet·ring to book or slate, was as-
tonishing. It is due to both teacher and scl10lars to say that nothing 
a}lpeared to be lear·ned by rotc. It was evident tha~pains had been taken 
to make the boys understaud what was taught them." F(H' instance : many 
of them readily told what wet•e the charaq:crs indicating addition, sub-
tJ·action, &c., at the same time illustrating their use on the blackboard. 
It may not be amiss to add, that one of the two OJ' three white boys that 
attend this school (an intelligent youth) told me that, in his OJlinion, Indi-
ans wet•c generally apter scholar·s than whites-an opinion in which many 
ol' the tear. hers concur·. 
Out of the school-room, the boys are taught to Slllit rails, plough, mow, 
J\c. When the worksho11 now in pt·ogress is completed, it is intended to. 
teach them the carpenter's, blacksmith's, and othet• mechanical trades ; 
but I did not under·stan<l that they receive such instt·uction at pt·esent. 
As I l1apj1cned to call on the day set a1mrt for washing, the girls' school 
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was not in operation. They arc taugl•t the same branches, but in a sep· 
at·ate room. Besides ordinat·y household iluties, they learn S)linning. 
weaving, &c.; and it is expected that they will, ultimately, make most of 
the clothing used in the establishment. . 
Two three-story brick builuings (one for the f::u·met·, the other for th 
boys' school and lodging) have been et·cctcd, and are nearly finished. A 
third, for· the girls, is under way. 'l'her·e is, also. a ft·ame building occu-
)Jicd by the Jll'incipal, l\11-. Browning; m10ther· for the blacksmith's t·csi-
dence; a. blacksmith shop, bat·n, stables, &c., &c. 
Between fh c and six hundred acres arc fenced and under cultiration. 
The crops gathered this yem· were abundant and it was thought that 
gt·ain to the amount of $1, 50'J would be sold iu the fall. 
'Vhen the improvements 110w going on at•e completed, the :>upet·intcnd-
ent says he will be enabled to t·ecei,·e £00 sclwlars, at an expense not 
exceeding S iO ]H'l' head. It is not considered desimble that the students' 
labot• shoulu be sufficient to covet· their expenses, because it might lead the 
Indians, llaturally suspicious in such matters, to think their c!•ildrcn were 
imposed upon, ami thus defeat t11e benevolent design of the institution, 
whiclt, as at 1n·csent conducted, is exceedingly popular·; so much so, that 
applications t'ot• admission at·e constautly refused, the accommo ations 
being insufiicient i'ot• those already there. This vopulat·ity is not to be 
wondered at, as crcry attention is paid to the comfm·t as well as the in-
struction of the children. On sc,·et·al occasions I dined at the same table 
with them : they always had an abundance of wholesome food; were \\ell 
clad ; anll I understood, ft·om one of the scholars, that very few, and those 
chiefly new comers, wct·e dissatisfied. 
I cannot close this rep01·t, without ad1·et'ting to the gl'eat Jli'Ogt·ess in 
civilization mauc by tl1e Indians in the Fort Leavenwot·th agency. Many 
of the Shawuees aut! Delawares live as comfortably in houses of their 0\\11 
building, on as flue far·ms, bt·okcn and fenced by themselves, as an equal 
Jlumbet· of ft·ontiet· scttlet·s any whet·e selected. It is not uncommon to 
sec them employed by the whites as blacksmiths, carpeutcrs, &c. Dm·ing 
the last sum met· the Dclawat·cs sold the Government contJ·actor the greater 
Jmrt of the beef furnished the recently emigt·ated Stockbridge band. The 
Shawnees have a. semi-m<,nthly uewspapet·, edited, aud, it' I mistake not, 
Jll'inted by a Shawnee, extensively cir·culated through the nation. War-
rim·s, violently JWejudiceu agaiust the whites aml their customs, haY~ been 
known suddenly to abandon their· savage habits ami join the "Chl'istian'' 
party-some ot' them e\·en volunhll'ily giving up the use of spil'its, and 
cxet-ting thcit· influence to induce othet·s to do likewise. 
'Vithout intending to tlet·ogatc fl'Olll the met•its o1' othet• denominations. 
or of the Government agent, much of this improvemMt must be ascribed 
io the efforts of the Methodist Society. Theit• agents, by combining agt·i-
cnltural and mechanical with r·e lig iuus instruction, have practically met 
1he standing objection to missionar·y opet·ations-that ci,·ilization should 
Ju·eceue Clu·ist:anity. And theit· efforts among the tl'ibcs alluded to ha,·-
i ng been !>O emi nentl y successful, t he re is st!'ong g t·on lld for hoping that. 
the m::tnual-labot· schuol will give the wol'ld adtlitionalJll'Oof that ludians 
Ci' :t be ciYilized. 
Y et•y respectfully , you r mos t obedient servant , 
JOH N B. LU CE. 
Hon. T . H 1\..t'I.EY C R .\ WFORD. 
Doc. No. 2. 389 
No. 45. 
'VAR DEPART.MENT, 
Office India1t .~ffairs, July ll, 184 o. 
StR: l have attentively consid<wed the expediency of establishing a 
manual-labor Indian school at Fort Coffee. Since it became my especial 
duty to advance the civilization and general welfat·e of the Indians, by all 
lawful means in my contt·ol, I have uniformly considet·ed education as the 
great and Jll'im:uy object; and shall t·egard myself to he fortunate if I 
can, while chat·ged with the administt·ation of their affairs, put the appli-
cation of Indian school funds into such a channel as will aft'ord them all 
the advantages they can receive ft•om them ; or, if this may not be, even 
to give such an impulse to official elfot·t on theit· behalf as may ultimately, 
but soon, Jllace their schools UilOII the best footing. 
It appeat·s to me that the establishment proposed will be, with proper 
direction, a measure or gt·eat co11sequence. The buildings have been 
abandoned as a fort. 'l'hey are suitable for an extensive school establish-
ment; the fat·m is open, so as to connect the manual-Jabot• and farm bene-
fits with the others; the situation is healthy; and, although in the Choc-
taw countt'Y, it is on the Arkansas river, near the boundary line, and rfltitc 
convenient to the Ct·eeks, Cherokees, Senecas, Senecas and Shawnees, 
Seminoles, and not vet·y t•emote from the Chickasaws and Osages. All the 
advantages that could be reasonably looked fot· seem to be hm·e combined. 
I indulge the ho11e that I shall be able to make the beginning of opening 
a fountain of many blessings to the Indi:m race. 'l'his school should, in 
my judgment, be on an extended plan. Fot• the present, reading, wt·iting, 
an<l a competent knowledge uf figm·es, wi II be all that is required, ot• 
could be used by them. As they a1lvance, if the disappointment that has , 
attended all exertions hithct·to shall not continue, their education may be 
cat•l'ied to othet• b1·anches. 1'o this should be added at once the teaching 
of the males to fat·m, as a most, if not the most, important auxiliat·y in 
leading them into the walks of civilized life, ancl necessat•y to theit· com-
f()l'tablc subsistence. 'l'he females, of whom I would haY<~ at all times at 
least ouc-half at school, should be taught to sew, spin, and weave; and, as 
we progt·ess, it would be an excellent feature in the plan, (that at the proper 
time I will elHleavot• to execute,) to buy the materials fur clothing the 
whole school, which, under p1·opet' tuition, the girls should make up for· 
wea1·. [ would, ftn•thm·, have the different mechanic al'ts taught at this 
srhool. I know all this will take time; but it is the outline of a piau 
which [ would be much gt·ati.fied to be the instt·ument of cat•t•ying out, 
and which, if I remain whet·~ I am, I will tq to execute. 'Vith primat•y 
schools, wher·e the young could be taught thcit• fit·st lessons all over the 
Indian countr·y, and ft•rHn which, at suitable ages and stages of advance-
ment, as many as cit·cumstances, capacity, and other considet·ations, made 
it pt·opct• to educate fut·ther at Fort Coftec, could be t•emoved to the la~·get• 
establishmrnt. This woulcl be a system analogous to those prevailing 
amoug out·sclvrs, and give the ln1lians all the oppot·tunitics for improve-
ment, which I hold it to be my imperative duty, as far as in my }lOWer, to 
extend to them. To my mind, it is full of pt·omise. 
We must hrgin modct·ately, and gradually extend the establishment as 
meaus may be obtained. Pet·haps, of the nine schools now maintained in 
the Choctaw nation, or· those among other tt·ibes, one or mot·e might be 
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discontinued with the consent of the nation or tribes, and the funds now 
approJwiated to thcit· us.e applied to the new establishment. I can fut·-
nish $2,000 from the civilization fund Jler annum, and in two yeat·s the 
funds now used at the Choctaw Academy will cease to be expended at that 
institution, and may lw, in my opinion, more beneficially and satisfactorily 
used at E'ot·t Coffee; always looking, however. to theh· own consent 
and co-opct·ation in this measure, to which you will direct yom· attention 
from the beginning. Without their heady aid, little good is to be antici-
pated; with it, much. The Choctaw fund, now appropriated to the acad-
emy, is S18,000; the Creek, $2,000; the Chickasaw, S5,500; Flol'ida, 
$1,000; Miami, Sl,OOO; Pottawatomie, Ss,ooo; and Quapaw, $1,000. 
If the Indians could be convinced of the gt·eat benefits that would t•esult to 
them from the application of so much of their education funds to the Fot·t 
Coffee manual-labor school, as would still leave them sufficient fot• the 
support of the p1·ima1'Y schools, (which it is a leading object with me to 
spread over every Indian district,) I should consider myself as having 
done something for these unfot·bmate people, and fot· my own official repu-
tation ; the latt~r, howevet·, is not the object, but would, I confess, be a 
gt·atifying consequence, which 1 could only value as the evidence of pt'OJlCl' 
attention rightly dieectcd. 
Much must be left to yom· discretion. As soon as the necessat·y incip-
ient measures arc taken, a competent tcachct• must be selected; and, in 
doing this, he must be a man of il'l'eproachable mot·als, and of capacity 
and acquit•emcnts far aboYe what is usually sought for in an Indian tutoL'-
He must be fully qualified to be the principal of the institutiou "hen it 
shall have reached the full extent to which my Yiews look, and with which 
alone I " ·ill be satisfied. He must, therefm·e, not be iuferior to gentle-
men 11laced at the head of academies in the populous States. On this, 
every thing will 1lepend. A false steJl here will be fatal; and, of com·se. 
the most independent and judicious selection made, considering only the 
interest of the Indians and the success of the project. 
As soon as the condition of the school will require ot· a1lmit of it, a 
fat·mer must be employed to teach the boys, and a matron (who will be a 
good seamsh·ess) engaged to instl·uct the girls, who must not be less itt 
number than one-half the pupils in sewing, and cutting out, and fitting 
clothes. Spinning, weaYing, and the mechanic mots can be inti·oduced 
gradually, as we shall be pr~vided with fmuls. 
In these suggestions you will see what I wish. The foundation must 
be laid so bt•oadly, as to support the extended supet·sb·ucture that it is 
hoped will be raised upon it. The most rigid economy must be obscn-ed . 
Om· pt·esent means at•e very limited, and not one dollar· must be expended 
which cannot be lawfully applied to the object, and that is not within 
the fait· and legitimate scope of' the intention of Congt·ess in making ap-
propt·iations, or of the vat·ious tt·eaties existing between tl~e U nitell States 
and the diffet·ent Indian tt·i bes. 
Vet·y respectfull_v, youJ's. 
r.r. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 
Capt. WM. ARliSTRONG. 
Snperintendent rj TVestem Territory. 
No. 46. 
List or Indian schools with tlteir location, and the number of scholars and teachers including so iar as 1·enorls have been 
:J ' • l r .:z • ' ' J' r 
1
-ece-h·ed, all that 1·ecewe any a lowances J rmn euucatwn annuities, or the civilization fund. 
SCHOLARS, 
"' 
-----·--~--~ ; L~«ioo _! __ !_: ~-~--~-~-\--~~--------
~Michigan SnJJC1·intenden~y. I 
Name of principal. Tribe instructed. 
Denomination. 
Rev. Z. Santelli - -
Do. 
Rev. Francis Pierz -
Do. -
Rev. 7.. Santelli - -
R£·V. James Selkrig - -
Rev. Peter Dougherty -
Rev. Leonard Slater - -
Rcv.Abe!Bmgham- -
Rev. W. H. Brockway 
Rev. John Kahbage - -
Rev. Mr. Smith - -
TVisko11sin Su.pe1·inlendency. 
John Thomas -
Rev. Solomon Davis -
Do. -
Ethelinda Lee -
Chippewa.s • - - Mackinnc -
Do. - - - Point St. Ignace -
Ottowns - • - Village of the Cross 
Do. - - L' Arbre Croche -
Chippewas - - - La Manistre -
Ottowas of Grand river - Griswold Barry county 
Chippewa~ofGrandTraverse l Grand T;·averse bay 
Ottowas - - Gull Prairie -
Chippewas - • - 1 SaniL Ste. :Marie -
Do. - - Lillie Rapids -
Do. - - - Ke-way-we-nnn -






Yellow river - -
- Duck creek - - -
- Green bay - - -
- Duck creek - -
- StockbridgP, Wi~kon~in Territory 



















Rev. Cutting Marsh -
Rev. F. Ayer -
Rev. Sherman Hall -
Chippewas - -
Do. - - - La Pointe - -
I 
Iowa Superintendenm;. l I 
T. S. Williamson - - Sioux - - - 1 Lac-qni-parle -
~ I : 








































Amer. Boanl Commis. For. Mis. 













Name of principal. T ribe m:,lructcd. Local ton. 
I ' 
I 
St. Louis Superi11tendency. 
Manual-labor school under di-
rection ofRev. Thos. Johnson Vari JU~ north western tribes Fort Lea1•enworth agency -David Jones - - - Shawnees - . . Do. do. . Rev. J. Lyl<ins - - Do. . . . Do. do. . Rev. J. D. Blanchard - Delawares . - - Do. do. -Rev. J. Chr. Mick;h ·· · Munsee, or Christian - n~ d~ • 
The scboob heretofore existi n~ in the Osage rive;· s ub·:tgtn cy have been discontinued, but a new one is about to be commen ced. 
l-Vestem Superintcl>dency. 
Creek - • • Creek agency W. N. Anderson - • - -~o reports re~eired from oth er ~chools in thi~ s uperintend ency. 
' Wyandot Sth.ool. 
James Wheeler . - W yandols - - - Upper Sandu:,ky . -
Cltoctaw Academy. 
44 Choctaws, 22 Chickasaws, Rei'. Thos. Henderson 
8 Cherokees, 14 Creeks and 
·I Seminole~, 14 Pottawato· Scott county, Kentucky • nues, 7 miscellaneous • 




~ c; "' ~ 0 OJ i:5 E-< IXl E-< ---- --
4 24 25 49 
1 20 13 3:i 
- 7 3 10 
- 10 4 14 - 14 7 21 
- 18 18 36 
- - - 35 
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No. 11. 
REPOR'I' OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 
PENSION OFFic E, Novembe1· 20, 1840. 
Sm : I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information of Con-
gress, the following papers. 
Paper marked A shows the number of pensioners, of every description. 
now on the rolls of the different agencies, in all the States and Territories 
of the United States, and iu the District of Columbia, except those paid out 
of the navy pension fnnd. A report, containing the names, &c., of the lat-
ter class of pensioners, will be made to the Secretary of the Navy. 
The paper marked B shows the number added to the pension lists since 
the last annual report from this office. 
Paper marked C contains the number of deaths, so far as they have come 
to the knowledge of the pension agents. From the number of pensions un-
claimed, it is very evident that many have died, of whose deaths we have 
yet received no information. 
Statement marked D exhibits the unexpended balances on hand, for 
paying pensioners, on the 30th September, 1840, and the amount which 
will probably be expended in the last quarter of the current year; and, 
also, the probable undrawn balances on the :·Hst proximo, which may be 
applied to the payment of pensioners in the year 1841. 
The balances in the hands of the agents for paying pensioners, on the 
31st ultimo, wiJI be found in the paper marked E. 
During the last twelve months, only $1,251 89 have been paid in satis-
faction of claims arising under the act of the 5th of July, 1832, entitled "An 
act to provide for liquidating and paying certain claims of the State of Vir-
ginia." There aw, however, still a number of claims, under this law, pend-
jng before this oflice. 'l'he proof is not satisfactory, and the claimants have 
been called on for further evidence. The returns from the marshals and 
their aSBistan\8 of all persons who now receive pensions from the United 
States, required to be made by them, under the act to provide for taking 
the sixth census, will, it is presumed, afford very considerable information 
as to the number of revolutionary pensioners now living. By the first sec-
tion of the act of the 26th February last, those returns are to be transmitted 
to the Secretary of State on or before the 1st of December proximo. 
By the 14.th article of the Cherokee treaty, which was concluded on the 
29th December, 1835, and ratified on the 23d May, 1836, it is agreed, on 
the part of the United States, that snch wnrriors of the Cherokee nation as 
were engaged on the side of the United States in the late war with Great 
Britain and the sonthern tribes of Indians: and who were wonnded in such 
service, shall be entitled to such pensions as shall be allowed them by the 
Congress of the United States, to commence from the period of their disa-
bility. There are not many of those warriors now living; but the few 
who yet survive are very destitute. Some have applied at this office for 
pensions, but their ciaims have not been allowed, as Congress has not yet 
p assed any law for currying into effect that article of the treaty. I would 
respectfully suggest the proprit~ty of bringing the subject to the notice of 
that body. 
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It will be seen, by reference to the document marked A, that the number 
<>f invalid pensioners is now 4,289 ; having increased 414 since November, 
1833. This increase is attributable to the daHgers and hardships incident 
to the service in which the regular and militia troops have been engaged 
for several campaigns in the Florida war. 
The number of revolutionary pensioners, under the act of March 18, 
1818, has decreased, from upwards of20,000 to 7,947. 
Under the act of June 7, 1832, the number of claims amounts to 35,123; 
<>f this number, 31,808 have been admitted to the pension-roll. Only 23,207 
are, however, now on the roll, as the list h~s been reduced by deaths, and 
the re-examination of the evidence upon which their claims were allowed. 
Of the 1,186 persons who were pensioned under the law of May 15, 1828, 
for the benefit of officers and soldiers of the continental army who served 
during the war, only 605 are now on the rolls. 
The number of widows who have claimed under the act of July 4, 1836, 
is 5,213; of whom, 3,468 have been pensioned; and 2,760 of that number 
.are still on the pension-rolls, and are supposed to be living-. 
The number of widows who have claimed five years' pensions, under 
the act of July 7, 1838, is 7,461. Of this number, 5,912 have received the 
benefits of the act. Deaths have, however, reduced the list to 5,586; and 
during the ensuing year, all of those who are now on the rolls will be drop· 
ped, as their pensions will expire, by law, on the 4th of March next. I 
however presume that at least 1,400 will be added in 1841, as applications 
continue to be made, and a number of those whose claims are still pending, 
for want of sufficient evidence, will no doubt be able to complete their 
proofs during the next year. Since the lust report from this office, in No-
vember, 1839, the number of applicants under this law amonnts to 1,194; 
and, during the same period, 1,456 have been added to the pension-list. 
The total amount drawn from the Treasury, dnring the year past, to pay 
pensions, is $2,048,663 09, exclusive of pensions paid out of the navy pen. 
sion fund. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissione1· of PeNsions. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, Secretary of H'ar. 
Doc. No. 2. 395 
A. 
A statement showing the number of persons now on the rolls of the dijfe1·ent 
States and Territories. 
--------- - - ~-- - -
PE!fSIONERS. 
----·-
States and T erritories. ~nder act Under act Under act Under act Under act 
Invalid. of March of May of June 7, ofJuly 4, of July7, 
18, 1818. Hi, 1828. 1832. 1836. 1838. 
------- ------., 
Maine - - ' 188 608 17 998 150 564 
New Hampshire - 179 470 16 1,047 212 541 
Massachusetts - 339 861 45 2,062 404 1,117 
Connecticut - 124 399 28 1,379 325 589 
Rhode Island - 15 87 4 516 232 172 
Vermont - - 180 597 30 1,293 189 390 
New York - - 997 1,907 170 4,425 592 1,002 
New Jersey- - 56 196 13 723 126 119 
Pennsylvania - 433 604 56 1,428 110 274 
Delaware - - 20 ~ 1 5 1 4 
:Maryland - - 234 98 11 94 13 55 
Virginia - 218 422 44 1,407 93 242 
North Carolina - 45 144 13 1,044 55 50 
South Carolina - 33 94 10 464 34 32 
Georgia - - 38 72 5 407 10 17 
Alabama - - 37 32 6 299 7 3 
Mississippi - - 10 10 - 41 - 1 
Louisiana - - 48 9 1 23 - 1 
'Tennessee - - 184 210 I 15 1,480 38 82 
Kentucky - - 180 331 35 1,489 58 161 
Ohio - - 273 605 54 1,429 51 151 
Indiana - - 109 96 16 565 11 27 
Illinois - - 76 24 2 236 11 13 
Florida Ter. - 29 3 3 14 14 
Missouri .. - 79 12 2 170 3 8 
Arkansas - - 8 1 3 32 
Michigan - - 77 30 3 88 7 11 
Wiskonsin Ter. - 8 1 - 5 2 
Iowa Ter. - - 1 - - 3 - I 
District of Columbia 71 15 2 41 12 19 
4,289 7,947 605 23,207 2,760 1 5,586 
PEl'iSIOY OFFICE, November 20, 1840. 
J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 
' 
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B. 
Number of persons added to tlte rolls of tlte different States and Ten'itari(J$ 




States and Territories. 
Under ac t Under act Under ac t Under act Under act 
Invalid. of March 
18, 1818. 
----------------------
Maine - - 2 -
New Hampshire - 2 -
Massachusetts - 3 -
Connecticut - 2 -
Rhode Island - 1 -
Vermont - - 6 -
New York - - 25 -
New Jersey- - - -
Pennsylvania - 14 -
Delaware - - - -
niaryland - - 7 -
Virginia - - 2 1 
North Carolina - - -
South Carolina - 3 -
Georgia - - 1 -
Alabama - - 1 -
Mississippi - - - -
Louisiana - - 1 -
Tennessee - - 6 -
Kentucky - - 2 -
Ohio - - 3 -
Indiana - - 2 -
Illinois - - 2 -
Florida Ter. - 5 -
Missouri - - 3 -
Arkansas - - 1 
Michigan - - 4 -
Wiskonsin Ter. - 1 -
Iowa Ter. - - - -
District of Columbia 2 -
of M~ of June 7 





























































































PE:-.sw~ OFFICE, Novembor 20, 1840. 
- 139 369 1,462 
- -- -- -~-- ~ 
J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 
Doc. No. 2. 
c. 
397 
Abstract from the several pension agents' repm·ts, shcrwing the number of 
pensioners ~vhosc deaths have carne to their knowledge since the last re-
pm·t. 
States and Territories. 


















































































w iskonsin Territory 
Iowa Territory -
District of Columbia 
- -
PENSIONERS. 
Invalid. Under act Under act Underact Underact 
Underact 
of March of M~ of June of July of 
July 
18, 1818. 15, IS· . 7, 1832. 1, 1836. 7, 183-'l. 
----.--~-~--1----------
1 55 9 31 
2 14 - 42 8 6 
2 24 2 121 41 53 
2 14 3 96 23 30. 
- 7 - 27 12 5 
3 16 1 37 8 9 
10 56 3 258 22 Z":$ 
1 6 32 1. 1 -
3 7 - 1.9 3 1 
- 2 - 2 
1. 2 - 1. 
10 33 4 84 
') 3 ... 
1 5 - 39 
l 1 - 3 3 2 
- - - 10 1 
1 - - 18 
3 s - 48 1 2 
5 14 - 44 2 3 
- 7 2 18 1 1 
- 1 - 3 
1 2 - 6 
- - 1 I 
- 1 
1 l - 3 
- 2 - 8 
- - - - 1 - --------
4.8 256 17 974 I 
139 171 
PENSION OFFICE, November 20, 184.0. 
J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissioner of Pensions . 
• 
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D. 
Btatement showing the une:tpended balances on hand for paying pensioners 
on the 30th September, 1840, and the amount wlliclz will probably be e:t·-
pended in tlte quarter ending on the 31st December, 1840; and also the 
probable undrawn balances at the last mentioned period, which may be 
applied to the payment of pensioners in the year 1841. 
Amount on hand Probable expen- Amount applica-HEADS OF APPROPRIATIO~S. September 30, diture in quar- ble to the service 1840. ter ending 31st of 1841. 
Dec. 184.0. 
For paying invalid pensioners $93,710 20 $3,710 20 $90,000 00 Revolutionary pensioners un-
der the act of March 18, 
1818 - - - 73,710 22 3,710 22 70,000 ()()• Widows and orphans' pen-
sions under the act of July 
4, 1836 - - - 739 31 - 739 31 Five years' pensions to wid-
ows under the act of July 
7, 1838 - - - 471,023 52 ' 70,000 00 401,023 52' 
PENSIO~ OFFICE, November 20, 1840. 
J. L. EDWARDS, 
Comrnissioner of Pensions. 
E.·-A slalcmcnt slwwing tltc balances in tltc lta,,ds of tlw Scl:cralagcnls on llte 31st nf Oclnbcr, 1840, on account of invalid, widozc's, {tlul rc·volutiona~·y pcrtsioncrs. 
An-ents I Re~idcnce. Invalid pen- Act of 18th Act of 15th I Act of 7th Act of 4th I Act of 7th I ' Remarks. 
b • 1 sions. March, 1818. May, 1828. June, 1832. July, 18:16. July, 1838. 
Willia~Voodrnlf-~ Rock, Arkansas _ No return. 
Bartley M. ·Lowe - Huntsv1lle, Alabama- :!!;28'2 GO $301 00 $657 00 $3,420 38 $G07 50 $;!40 00 No return since Sep-
tember 30, 1840. ' 
John B Houan - Mobile, Alabama - - _ No return. 
Patrick. Reclmond • Tu~caloosa, Alabama 48 00 200 00 1,113 33 600 00 
John P. Van Ness - Washington, D. C. • 2,041 35 2,520 07 188 83 2,163 09 ~278 41 *370 89 
A. H. Pomroy • Hartford, Connecticut 2,320 30 13,980 54 1,248 65 9,8!13 06 8,100 23 *16,150 IS 
James Booth • New Cas1le, Delaware 388 09 425 58 50 00 201 44 _ 4 75 
Anhur 1\f. Reed - Jacksonville, Florida- _ _ _ _ _ _ No return. 
Alexander J. Fisher - Tallahassee, Florida. No return . 
James Marshall - Savannah, Georgia - 26516 1,179 69 433 52 5,145 92 3,094 84 187 25 
Daniel Hay - Carmi, Illinois - *306 45 155 52 110 00 2,379 83 *1,830 79 •1,660 85 
J. F. D. Lanier - Madison, Indiana - _ _ _ _ _ _ No return since Sep-
• • tember30, 1840. Bal-
ance due the United 
, .., States(dilferentclai!>l-
1 es not designated) 
I $19,287 41. 
Mason C. Fitch • • Ne\v Albany, Inuiana 14!1 00 •15 92 120 00 4,101 70 2~ 00 2,220 00 
James A. Grinstead- ~ Lexington,K. enlucky- 1,727 62 5,108 02 *77 16 20,'701 05 •86 18 •1,689 62 
Albert Newhall - Portland, Maine - 54:.! 25 11,066 11 •51 84 15,172 18 7,252 31 • 19,998 05 
J.P. Walworth - ~ Natchez, Mississippi - - _ _ j _ _ _ No return since Septem-
ber 30, 1840. Balance 
l 
then due the United 
Stales$4,268 13; dif· 
ferent classes not d~ 
I 
s1gnated. 
W. C. An<lerson - St. Louis, Missouri - 2,460 87 218 67 •65 00 2, 273 10 160 00 1,143 00 
!;:. P. Hastings - Detroit, Michigan - 434 41 I, 128 47 346 00 2,473 93 •3,581 37 924 86 
~ranklin Haven - Boston, Mas~achu~etts 13,782 10 12,572 38 3,954 38 20,734 79 3,2i9 11 •·1,591 76 
fames Howaru - • .Baltimore, Maryland- 3,294 12 2,433 97 •175 37 _ _ 283 15 Due the pension agent 
Stun~ marked thus(*) were due the agents al the time when they made their la;.t returne. 
under the acts of 
1832 and IS36 (the 
classes not separated) 











Agent~. I Residence. I In valid pen·. ] Act of 18th Act of 15~~-~ Act of 7th Act of 4th- -~ Act of 7th I 
_I ~~March, 1818 May, 1828. June, 1832. July, 1836. ~y, 1838. 1 
j Portsmouth, N. IL .• 1 $1,101 4d 81,972 04 Sl9!J 00 I $3 ,994 04 $5,309 80 I $2,782 !JO ' 
:SL ephPrd Knapp I NP.w York city, N.Y. 1 6,568 GO I 5,613 !J2 3,74!J 08 8,981 02 •4,!J30 48 •17,06!) 48 
John Hn.oke Fayetteville, N.C. · 10,357 90 ~3,20 1 !J1 18 57 4,28!J 57 •3,810 87 2,739 54 
Philemon Dicker~on- Trenlon, New Jersey 1:~,481 13 22,91 1 49 •1,018 57J 7,414 00 •7,238 10 / •I8,870 92 
Thoma~W.Oicott- Albany,NewYork - 1 •J,03G80 / 3,88646 1,2iH67 I4,25G09 5,30836 5,76559 
George l\Iinott Concord, N.H. - 1 1,6G8 44 . 731 6:3 2,157 86 5,395 72 780 26 7,557 49 : 
JumPs S. Arm,trong - 1 Cincinnati, Ohio - , •727 64 4 ,O:l3 00 / 687 34 8,023 75 9,12:3 !J2 1 3,186 17 1 
Michael TJernun • J Pittsburg, Penn. - •619 16 6,796 66 *590 82 fl,235 23 •5,232 78 •7,724 68 
Remarks. 
Jo,eph Sohns • Philadelphia, Penn. - 11,524 06 I8,534 01 l •772 9!J 17,833 30 2,244 32 1 •17,544 73 
S~ephen ·waterman - 1 Prol'idehce, R. 1. - I ,400 32 6,817 34 •250 00 13,161 f<9 I ,236 62 •3,li50 79 1 
Archibald Spears - Charleston, S.C. 490 43 5,596 78 470 IO •4,188 48 4,604 00 1 •1,41!) 66 
Joel M. Smith • 1 Nasllrille, Tcnne~see- - _ 
1 
_ - _ _ No. return sinceSeplem-
1 
1 ber 30, 184:J. Balance 
n j I then due the United 
J ohn W. Campbell 
Robert King 
William K . .Blair 
Thomas Martin 
J. BrockenbYough 
A. Robinson, sr. 
Arch1bald Woods 
Heman Lowry 
J. B. Penault 
George W . .Tones 
Samuel B. Knapp 
' . 
- ~ Jackson, Tennessee • 
• Knoxville, Tennessee· 
• Jonesborough, Tenn.· 
• 
1 Pulaski, Tennessee · 
· j Richmond, Virginia - ~ 
• Richmond, Virginia • 
Wheeling, Virginia -
Burlington, Vermont· 1 
New Orleans, La. 
- I Dubuque, Iowa Ter. · 
Mineral Point, W. T. 
I 
•73 34 I 











I States$15,036 72; dif-ferent classes not de-
signalecl. 
•70 oo I 1,919 03 
105 76 G,537 63 
745 65 
1,872 00 I 4,192 65 
•51 00 •1,6I6 07 
1,819 I9 2,52'J 83 
1,000 00 
I 
•715 oo I 
- I 
20,138 64 1 
5,412 31 
4,971 53 
860 eo No return since Sep-
tember 30, 18·10. 
1,834 03 I 
] 12 48 
4,08-1 59 
•849 05 
•1 ,400 11 
No return. 
Balance due Io the Uni· 
ted States $3,728 69 ; 
diiferem classes tfot 
dt'signated. 
1 No remrn. 
No return. 
Sums marked thus (•) were due to the agents at the lime when they made their last returns. 
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No. 12. 
REPORT OF THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE BOUNTY 
LAND OFf'ICE, 
For the year ending 30th September, 18,tQ. 
Return of claims which have been deposited in the BoMnty Land Office in 
the year ending on the 30th September, 1840, for services rendered in 
the revolutionary war. 
Number of claims received from the 1st October, 1839, to the 
30th September, 18401 inclusive 
Viz: 
Claims for which land warrants have been granted 14 
Claims found to have been previously satisfied - 113 
Claims, applicants for which not entitled to bounty land - 169 
Claims, name of the officer or soldier not returned on the records 22!:! 
Claims on which further evidence was required 64 
Claims for which regulations were either sent or delivered 56 
64-i 
644 
.Abstract of the number of land warrants issued in the year ending the 
30th September, 1840. 
2 lieutenant colonels, 450 acres each -
1 captain 300 '' 
1 lieutenant 200 " 
1 ensign 150 " 
9 rank and file 100 acres each -







Number of warrants signed by Generals Knox and Dearborn, on file 
unclaimed - · - - - 4T 
Return of claims 1ohich have been deposited in the Bounty Land Office itt 
thP year end·iug on the 30th September, 1840,for services rendered in the 
late war 1oith Great Britain .. 
Number of claims received from the 1st October, 1839, to the 
30th September, 1840, inclusive 63S 
.Number of claims on file, per last annual report, suspended 
and awaiting the revival of the late law, authorizing the issue 
of warrants 13 
26 65l 
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Of the above, there are-
Claims found to have been previously satisfied - 155 
Claims, applicants for which not entitled to bounty land - 151 
Claims for which regulations were sent 12,1 
Claims upon which further evidence was required - 14.5 
Claims established and ready to be satisfied, but awaiting the 
revival of the law authorizing the issue of warrants 76 
651 
DEPARTME NT OF W AR
1 
Bounty Land Ojfice1 November 14, 1840. 
The aforegoing is respectfully reported to the honorable Secretary of War,. 
as the proceedings of this office during the year ending the 30th Septembert 
1840. The laws authorizing the issue of land warrants, of both the revolu-
tionary and late war classes, having expired, by limitation, (the former on the 
1st January, 1840, and the latter on the 26th May, 1839,) and neither having 
been since rtlvived, the business of this office, it will be perceived, has been 
i!onfined principally to the investigation of claims received, and to the ne-
ces-:nry corresponlience with the numerous applicants in relation thereto. 
WM. GORDON, First Clerk. 
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REPORT 
OF 
THE S~CRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 5, 1840. 
Sm: In the performance of a duty annually devolving on this depart· 
ment, I respectfully submit the following report: 
The squadron in the Mediterranean remains the same as it was at the 
date of my last report, and consists of the Ohio 74, the Brandywine first 
class frigate, and the Cyane sloop of war; the whole under the command of 
Commodore Isaac Hull. This force has been found fullr adequate to the 
protection of our commerce, which has remained unmolested in that quarter. 
The squadron on the Pacific station is composed of the frigate Constitu-
tion, the sloop of war St. Louis, and the schooner Shark, under Commodore 
Claxton. Since the date of my last report, the schooner Enterprise, then on 
her way home, and the sloops of war Lexington and Falmouth, which had 
been directed to return, have arrived in the United States, and have been 
replaced by the sloops Yorktown and Dale, now on the eve of sailing for 
the Pacific. The squadron, when joined by these vessels, will consist of a 
frigate of the first class, three sloops of war, and a schooner. Commodore 
Claxton has been directed to despatch the Yorktown on a cruise to the 
Sandwich and Society islands, New Zealand, the coast of Japan, the Gulf 
of California, and the Ladrones and Marquesas, for the general protection 
of our whaling interests and other commercial purposes. 
'l'he squadron on the coast of Brazil, under Commodore J. B. Nicolson, 
at the date of my last report, was composed of the razee Independence, and 
the sloops of waT !<""airfield and Marion. The two former have returned to 
the United States, Commodore Nicolson having been relieved in the com-
mand of that station by Commodore Charles G. Ridgely, whose force now 
consists of the Potomac first class frigate, the sloops of war Decatnr and 
Marion, and the schooner Enterprise. The difficulties between the Prench 
Government and that of the Argentine Republic still subsisting, and the 
blockade continuing to be rigidly enforced, it has been thought expedient to 
augment this force, an .i the sloop of war Concord is now on the eve of sailing 
for that purpose. 
'l'he squadron employed in the Gulf of Mexico and the West Indies, un-
der Commodore William B. Shu brick, at the date of my last report consist-
ed ofthc frigate Macedonian, and the sloops of war Ontario, Erie, Warren, 
and Levant. 'I'he Ontario has been ordered to the north for repairs, and 
the Erie, being found unfit for service, has been detached from the squadron. 
The remaining vessels, with the exception of the Warren, were directed to 
leave the station during the hurricane months, and proceed to the north. 
Commodore Shubrick accordingly left Pensacola in July last, with the 
Macedonian, Levant, and Erie, and anived at Boston in August. Thence 
he proceeded to Eastport, and on his return visited the principal ports on th 
coast as far south as Norfolk, where, in conformity with his instructions from 
• 
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the department, he delivered the command of the West India squadron to 
Commodore Jesse Wilkinson, who had been appointed to rdieve him, and 
who has proceeded to his station. 'l'he command of Commodore Wilkinson 
now consists of the Macedonian frigate, and the sloops of war Levant and 
Warren ; which force is deemed sufficient for the protection of our interests 
in that quarter, in the present state of things. 
The frigate Columbia and corvette John Adams, employed in a cruise in 
the Indian and China seas, under Commodore Georgt C. Read, for the pro. 
tection of the commerce of the United States in that quarter, have returned 
home. 'l'he frigate Constellation and sloop of war Boston have recently 
sailed for Rio de Janeiro, where they will replenish . their supplies and re-
ceive Captain Lawrence Kearney, now in command of the flag-ship on the 
Brazilian station, who will hoist his pendant on board the Constellation, as 
commander of the East India squadron: and proceed, with that vessel and the 
Boston, to carry out his instructions. 
The Exploring Expedition, as stated in my last report, was at Callao, 
whence Lieutenant Wilkes sailed on the 6th July, 1839. Since that period 
he has visited the Society islands, Navigator's Group, New Zealand, and 
various detached islands, with whose inhabitants he held the most amicable 
intercourse, and with the ports and harbors of which he made himself par-
• ticularly acquainted. On the 26th December, 1839, he left the port of Syd-
ney, in New Zealand, and proceeded to peuetrate the Antarctic sea. On the 
19th January following, tiJe Vincennes discovered land in latitude 66° 21 
south, longitude 154° 27' east, and had :soundings in thirty fathoms water. 
The same day the Peacock made a similar discovery in latitude 66° 31', lon-
gitude 153° 401, and obtained soundings at a depth of 320 fathoms. Lieu-
tenant Wilkes coasted along this land, and had sight of it at various times, 
for a distance of eighteen hundred miles, and has denominnted it the Antarc-
tic Continent. It is to be regretted, however, that t!Je vast masses of ice, 
with which it is every where defended, preveuted a nearer approach than 
fifteen miles, and rendered it impossible to land. It is described as present-
ing one vast mass of snow and ice, apparently rising almost perpendicularly 
from the sea, and will probably forever baffle the efforts of man to explore its 
interior, or convert it to any useful purposes. . 
After repeated and persevering efforts to approach the coast and effect a 
landing, Lieutenant ·wilkes, his officers ctnd men, having suffered severely 
from intense cold and the exposures incidental to this hazardour. enterprise, 
returned to Sydney the 11th of March , 184.0, where he was joined by the 
Peacock and Porpoise, the former of which had been in imminent danger 
from coming in contact with an island of ice. Lieutenant Wilkes speaks 
in the highest terms of the <wnduct of the officers and crews of the expedi-
tion. At the last dates (the 6th of April) he was at the Bay of Islands, New 
Zenland, whence he was shortly to proceed to carry out his instructions . 
. 'fhe steam frigate Fulton has been employed during the past season in 
experimenting with Paixhan guns and shot, under the dir~ction of Captain 
Perry i and with a view to afford as many officers as possible an opportu-
nity of becoming acquainted with the practice of gunner~', as large a mHn-
ber of supernumeraries have been attached to her as she could accommo-
date. The reports of Captain Perry present very iuteresting results, and 
it is contemplated to coutinue the experiments for the purpose of demon!'tra-
ting the relative advantages of the Paixhan gnns and those in ordinary use, 
as well ns of affording a useful practice to our naval otficers, by attaching 
them in succession to this vessel, - - -
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The surveys on the southern coast of the United States, directed by the 
act of the 3d March, 1837, have been completed under the superintendence 
of Lieutenant Glynn; and it is expected that the department will be enabled 
to lay before Congress, either at or shortly· after the commencement of the 
session, complete charts of all the ports and places which have been surveyed. 
'l'he brig Consort, under the command of Lieutenant Powell, is now 
occupied in surveying the coast from the bay of Appalachicola to the mouth 
of the Mississippi, as directed by the act making appropriations for the na-
val service approved July 20th, 1840. 
'I'he sloop of war Preble, Commander Breese, has been employed on the 
coast of Newfoundland and Labrador during the late fishing season, in 
protecting the rights and interests of American citizens engaged in the 
fisheries. On the termination of the cruise she returned to Portland, 
whence she was ordered to Boston for examination previous to being sent 
on foreign service. 
The brig Dolphin, Lieutenant Bell, and the schooner Grampus, Lieu-
tenant Paine, have been employed on the coast of Africa, in the suppres-
sion of the slave-trade. They returned at the commencement of the sickly 
season, and have since sailed in pursuit of the same object. The presence 
of these vessels on the slave coast, dnring the season in which this dis-
graceful traffic is carried on, will, in all probability, in a great degree arrest 
its progress, so far as it has been prosecuted by the assumption of the Amer-
ican flag, and do much to relieve the nation from the unmerited stigma of 
participating in a trade equally in violation of the laws of the United States 
and the policy of their Government. From the reports of Lieutenants 
Bell and Paine, it appears that the traffic in slaves is now carried on prin-
cipally under Portuguese colors, through the medium of slave stations, (as 
they are denominated,) established at different points of the coast, under the 
protection of the neighboring native chiefs, who furnish the slaves, andre-
ceive in return goods manufactured in .England expressly for this purpose. 
Here the slaves are collected until an opportunity offers for the slaver to 
approach the land under cover of night, and receive them on board. Botti 
officers are of opinion that, so long as these stations are permitted. to exist, 
and this barter carried on, all attempts effectually to arrest the traffic in 
slaves will end in administering only partial remedies, which will but aggra-
vate the disease. '!'here can be little doubt that the number of slaves 
transported from Africa is now greater than it was previous to the adoption 
of measures for its prevention and punishment, which, it would seem, have 
served no other purpose than to excite the cupidity of unprincipled adven-
turers, by increasing the value of slaves, and thus presenting temptations 
which overpower all apprehension of consequences. 
Dnring the past year, three small schooners, the Flirt, the Wave, and the 
Otsego, which had been previously procured and employed by the War 
Department, under the act making appropriations for st~ppressing Indian 
hostilities, approved 3d March, 1839, havincr been placed under the direc-
tion of this department, were employed on the coast of Florida, under Lieu-
tenant 1\1c.Laughlin. 'l'hat officer lately returned to the north in the Flirt, 
bringing with him the men whose terms of service had expired, together 
with the sick and disabled attached to the expedition. He has since sailed 
with men sufficient to complete the complement of all his vessels, as well as 
for boat service. An additional number of marines has also been attached 
to his command, with a view to operations on land against the Indians, as 
.. 
Doc. No. 2. 
well as the protection of the lives and property of the Citizens, and the 
prevention of the introduction of supplies for the use of the enemy. 
The two steam-frigates commenced under the second section of the act 
approved 3d March, l!:l39, (one at New York, the other at Philadelphia,) 
have been so far completed that the former will be ready for iaunching in 
a few days, and the latter in the ensuing spring, as soon as the Delaware is 
free from ice. The engines and boilers are also in a course of speedy com-
pletion, and, when finished, will be placed on board, and the vessels prepared 
for service without delay. 
,-I'he apprentice system continues in operation, and thus far its results are 
highly satisfactory. The conduct of the young lads is generally exem-
plary ; and such is their rapid progress in the art of seamanship, that, by 
the time they are of age for sea service, our commanders generally prefer 
them to older seamen. I take this occasion to recommend that this system 
be fostered to the utmost extent of which it is susceptible, being fully of 
opinion that it presents one great means of partially, at least, remedying 
that increasing scttrcity of competent petty officers and able seamen, which 
greatly embarrasses the operations of the navy, delays the sailing of our 
public vessels, and places the defence of the honor and interests of the 
United States under the protection of crews, a great portion of which are 
foreigners. 
This scarcity of seamen for the uses of the navy is, I apprehend, owing 
to the high wages they receive in the merchant service, and the compara-
tively short periods of their engagements in commercial voyages; to the 
absence of an apprentice system in the mercantile marine; and the discharge 
of seamen, when their terms have expired, on foreign stations, where the 
seductions ot _climate and the allurements of pleasure attach them to the 
soil, and whence many of them never return, or return so enervated as to 
be comparatively unfit for active service. 'rhe inquiries I have instituted 
result in the fact, that many of our seamen are now scattered among the 
islands of the Pacific and on the coast of South America; and, though di-
rections have been given to reclaim them whenever it may be found prac-
ticable, there can be little doubt that a large number are thus irretrievably 
lost to their country. I have also sufficient reason to believe that the modi-
fication of the navy ration, which was proposed to Congress, but which has 
not been definitively acted on, would, if adopted, contribute materially to 
attach our seamen more permanently to the service; and I take this occa-
sion earnestly to request that the early attention of Congress may be invited 
to this subject generally, as one of vital importance to the well-being of the 
navy. 
The accompanying reports and letter from the Commissioner of Pensions 
(marked N, No. 1 to No. 7) exhibit the number of pensioners, the amount 
of their pensions, and the means now remaining at my disposal to meet 
those which will become due the lst of January and 1st of July, 1841. 
From these documents it will appear, that, under the operation of the navy 
pension laws, (and most especially that of the 3d of March, 1837,) the navy 
pension fund, which, at the period of its passage, amounted to upwards of a 
million of dollars, 'the annual interest of which was sufficient to meet all 
demands, now consists of one hundred thousand dollars in Cincinnati five 
per cent. stock, greatly depreciated; fourteen thousand dollars of stock of the 
Bank of Washington, in the same situation; thirty-three thousand three 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars five p(}r cent. stock of the city of Washing-
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ton ; and eleven thousand four hundred dollars of stock of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown : the latter totally unsaleable at this time. 
By the same statement, it appears that the sum of one hundred and fifty-
one thousand three hundred and fifty-two dollars and thirty-nine cents will 
be required, in the course of the year 1841, to meet demands arising out of 
the present pension list; and that, consequently, either an appropriation of 
that sum during the present session mnst be made, or the pensioners will 
remain unpaid, and the faith of the nation, which was pledged to make 
good any deficiency in this fund, remain unredeemed. 
The estimates which accompany this report have been prepared with a 
due regard to economy on one hand, and the protection of the honor and 
interests of the United States on the other. The number of vessels now in 
commission is fully equal to those employed in preceding years; and it is 
believed that, during the past year, neither the persons nor property of our 
citizens have any where suffered outrage or wrong, for want of due atten-
tion in affording the means of protection and redress. 
It will be perceived that the Board of Navy Commissioners have again 
presented an estimate for additional clerks, who I am satisfied are indispen-
sable to the prompt performance of the duties of that office, which are daily 
increasing, and which there is no reason to believe will suffer any diminu-
tion in future. 
A schedule of the documents accompanying this report is enclosed. 
Respectfu)ly submitted: 
J. K. PAULDING. 
To the PRESIDENT of tlte United States. 
• 
• 
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SCHEDULE OF PAPERS, 
.!J.ccompanying the Report of tlte Secretary of tile Navy to the President 
of tile United States, 5tlt December, 1840. 
No. 1. Letter from the Navy Board, with estimates for 1841. 
A . Estimate for the office of the Secretary of the Navy. 
B. Estimate for the office of the Navy Commissioners. 
C. Estimate of expenses for the southwest executive building. 
D. General estimates for the navy for 1841. 
Detailed estimate D I, vessels in commission. 
D 2, receiving vessels. 
D 3, recruiting stations. 
D 4, pay of officers and others at yards and stations. 
D 5, pay of officers waiting orders and on furlough. 
D 6, provisions. 
D 7, improvement and repairs of navy yards. 
E. Estimates for the marine corps for 1841. • 
F. Statement of proceedings under gradual improvement. 
G. Report under increase, repairs, &c., &c. 
H. List of vessels in commission, commanders, &c. 
1. List of denths in the navy. 
K. List of dismissions from the navy. 
L. List of resignations in the navy. 
M. Suppression of the slave-trade-balance in Treasury. 
N No. 1. Letter of the Commissioner of Pensions. 
No. 2. Alphabetical list of navy pensioners, complete to the 31st October, 
1840- invalids. 
No. 3. Alphaoetical list of widow pensioners, complete to the 31st Octo-
ber, 1840. 
No. 4. Alphabetical list of minor children, to whom pensions have been 
granted under the act of March 3, 1837. 
No. 5. Receipts and expenditures on account of the navy pension fund. 
No. 6. Account of sales of stock. 
No. 7. Stocks owned by the nnvy pension fund. 
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No.1. 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
December 4, 1840. 
SIR: In conformity with your instructions of the 2d ultimo, the Board 
of Navy Commissioners have-the honor to submit herewith estimates for the 
navy for the year 1841. 
The expenses for the navy naturally divide themselves into three classes: 
one of which relates to the persons employed; another to the vessels and 
materials , for their equipment; and the third to the navy yards and other 
shore-establishments. Miscellaneous expenses, which refer to more than 
one of these classes in combination, are embraced in the estimates under the 
head of" contingencies." · 
The first general class of expenditures comprises the pay of all persons 
employed in the navy, and the provisions, medicines, and hospital stores for 
their sustenance and comfort. All of these are modified: in amount, by the 
nature and extent of the employment of the officers and others belonging to. 
the navy. As the estimates for their employment in 1841 are, by your 
direction, to be nearly the same as for the present year, the amounts under 
the items of pay, provisions, and medicines, for the nav-y, and for the ma-
rine corps, are the same as for 1840, except as they have been modified with 
reference to the probable unexpended balances which will remain in the 
'J.1reasury on the 1st of January next. 
In exercising the discretion which is authorized by your instructions, for 
the selection of objects and amounts of expenditure to be proposed for the 
second and third general classes of expenditure, under the restriction that 
the whole estimate, exclusive of marines, shall uot exceed $5,025,000, the 
Board find that for both these objects, after deducting the amounts necessary 
for the first general class, and for contingencies, there will remain about 
$1,667,000. Of this sum, the Board have proposed to allot for the second 
class of expenditure, or "for the increase and repair of the navy, and for 
wear and tear of vessels in commission," the sum of $1,425,000; and for 
the third general class, or "for the improvement and repairs of navy yards 
and other shore stations," $242,000. 
The act making the naval appropriations for 1840, placed under one 
general head all special acts which had referred, or might thereafter refer, 
to ~he increase or repair of the navy, &c. ; and thus blended the funds 
wh1ch had been, or might thereafter be, appropriated for increasing the 
navy, with those for the repair or continuance of the force which might at 
any time exist. The present seems, therefore, to be a proper occasion fo-r 
presenting a general view of what has been accomplished, with the amounts 
that have been granted for all these general objects, since the passage of the 
law for the gradual increase of the navy in 1816. This may be satisfac--
tory with reference to the past, and also be useful in regulating the esti- • 
mates for the future. 
It appears that the number and classes of such vessels of the navy buil-t 
and building on the Atlantic coast, as were proper for naval warfare, were 
as follows, in 1816 and 184.0: 
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:Building in 1840 - - - 4 - - 7 - - - - 2 ------ - ------- - - -
Total in 1840 - 1 8 2 1 12 2 13 2 5 3 6 
------ - ------ - - - -
Gain since 1816 - - 1 8 1 8 - 11 5 2 
Loss since 1816 - - - - 1 - - 1 2 - - 8 
The estimated value of these vessels, and of the stores on hand for their 









Gaiu, 5,460,000 5,893,34.6 
Money in the Treasury on the 1st October, 184.0, 







The amounts which have been available for those objects, 
from 1816 to 184.0, both inclusive, have been-
Under gradual increase of the navy -
Under g-radual improvement of the navy 
For building and rebuilding vessels, specially 
Total 
And for repairs and for ordnance 
Making the total of available appropriations -








deducted from ~he appropriation, leaves - $18,503,584 
as the amount which has bee~ expended to meet the actual 
loss or decay, or to preserve the values which were on hand 
in 1816. 
-rhis sum divided by 25 (the number of years included) gives 
for the annual loss and decay - - - - $740,14.3 
or about 14! per cent. annually on the original cost of the 
vessels afloat in 1816, which were fit for naval use. 
From these data, derived from tho operations of twenty-five years, it ap-
pears that the amount actually appropriated for" repairs," &c., ($16,8t:!6,420) 
although it has met the demands of the service for repairs actually made, 
has not been equal to the actual loss or decay ($18,503,584) by the sum of 
about $1,617,104, or about $64,684 annually. 
This difference has probably arisen from the fact that the estimates for 
repairs have heretofore been generally made to meet the proposed expendi: 
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ttue for each year, and not with reference to the average amount that would 
be required to preserve a value in vessels and stores equal to the originaL 
cost of the existing force which might then be afloat. 'I' his latter appears 
to the board as the most proper basis for determining the amounts which. 
are necessary for the repairs and current expenses of the force afloat; and 
to show how much of the total amount which may be asked for under the 
new general head of "increase and repair of the navy," will probably be 
added to the existing values under that head. 
By adopting this basis, and applying it to the original cost of the vessels 
which are uow afloat and considered worthy of repair, the amount required 
for repairs and purchase of stores will be about $1,325,000, and would 
leave of the amount as proposed for increase and repair of the navy for 
1841, but $100,000 applicable to increase the number of vessels, or of the 
valne of vessels and stores. 'I' his sum is much less than the average annual 
appropriations for these purposes for the last twenty five years; and, in the 
opinion of the board, is also much less than wonld be desirable with reference 
to the present state of our naval force upon the lakes and upon the ocean, and 
to the interests which are connected with, or dependent upon them, if the 
total amount allotted for the navy appropriations could be enlarged with 
propriety. 
From the amount asked under this head of appropriation, it is wished to 
complete the two steamers now being built at New York and Philadelphia, 
and the frigate Congress, at Portsmouth, New Hamp~hire. 'l'his frigate 
conforms to the draught which has been proposed for the frigates for which 
frames have been collected under the law for the gradual improvement of 
the navy ; and it is considered important to ascertain her qualities, that, if 
defects should be discovered in her model, they may, if practicable, be reme-
died before any of the others shall be built. It is also considered desirable 
not only to complete the two steamers now building, but to commence an-
other steamer, to be propelled by Erickson's propeller and other new ar-
rangements of the working cylinders, as proposed by Captain Stockton of 
the navy. As only five of the six vessels which were authorized by the act 
of the 3d of March, 1837, have been built, it is believed that the sixth may 
be constructed to test the efficiency of this mode of propelling vessels, by 
comparison with the ordinary mode, without any deviation from the spirit 
of that la\V, which merely limits the extent of the armament of the vessels. 
The department, as you may recollect, were only prevented from inclu-
ding this in the estimates for 1840 by the supposed necessity of limiting the 
estimates to a certain amount. 
The apparent advantage which this mode of propelling steamers has 
over the common paddle. wheels, with respect to safety from shot, and in the 
form und arrangements of the vessels for sailing purposes, renders it, in the 
opinion of the Board, desirable that the plan should now be subjected to the 
test of actual service, in a vessel which may be large enough to give it a 
f."lir and satisfactory trial, and yet no larger than is necessary for that pur-
pose, until its advantages shall have been tested by actual service. 
rrhe rapid increase of sea steamers of war in other countries renders it 
indispensable to the security of our own shores that early measures should 
be taken to increase this part of our naval force, and that all reasonable 
measures be adopted to ascerla.in the best arrangements, not only for secur-
ing their efficiency when on our own coasts, but also for distant and more 
general cruising service. 
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It is also proposed to make arrangements for rebuilding the frigate Guer-
riere, which has recently been condemned, and ordered to be broken up as 
unfit for further repair. 
The experiments which have been recently made with guns of large cal-
ibre, and with shells :fired from large guns, have furnished data which will 
now justify the collection of a sufficient number of these and other ordnance 
stores to place our vessels upon an equality of armament with those of other 
nations ; and it is proposed to commence this collection as soon, and to pro-
ceed as rapidly, as can be done consistently with the state of this head of 
appropriation, and a due regard to the demands of other branches of the 
service upon it. 
Under the third geNeral c~ass, or the navy yards and shore establishments, 
although the Board are of opinion that much larger expenditures would be 
very desirable, to place them in a proper situation to operate efficiently in a 
period of war, the amounts now proposed have been kept as low as the ex-
igencies of the service would permit, that as much as possible of the total 
amount authorized might be available for vessels, and for ordnance-and other 
stores, which are supposed to be of more immediate necessity. The great 
importance of a dry dock at the harbor of New York bas been frequently 
urged by the Board, and generally admitted ; and the commencement of 
one was authorized by Congress in 1835, but, as the appropriation contem-
plated the purchase of a new site at that time, no definitive action was had 
by the then Secretary of the Navy until the appropriation reverted to the 
surplus fund. 
It is believed that no probable change of position for a navy yard in the . 
harbor of New York would justify a relinqmshment of the present establish-
ment, nor diminish the advantages of having at least one dry dock within 
it. The Board, therefore, include the estimate for commencing one with 
the other ordinary improvements of that yard, as no special action of Con-
gress is supposed to be more necessary for that, than for other improvements 
where no additional purchase of land is contemplated. · 
It is deemed proper, however, to state, distinctly, that the present estimate 
ii merely for a sum sufficient to commence the work, and that, if this be au-
thorized, the further amounts necessary to complete it will be required prior 
to 1845. 'l'aking into consideration the nature of the soil, the present cost 
of labor, and other dependent circumstances, as compared with those for the 
docks already built, the whole cost of this dock, and the necessary append-
ages for its convenient use, will probably amount to about a million of dollars. 
This sum is large; but still the Board believe its expenditure for this object 
to be a measure of true economy, and of very great advantage, with refer-
ence to the future repair and employment of the navy. 
Where there are differences between the amounts asked under the differ-
ent items of the estimates for l8·H, from the amounts appropriated for 1840, 
such explanations have been annexed as will, it is hoped, be satisfactory. 
We have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servants, 
C. MORRIS, 
Hon. J. K. PAULDING, 
/Sec1'etftr!J of the Navy. 
L. WARRINGTON, 
JNO. B. NICOLSON. 
Doc. No. 2. 413 
A. 
Estimate of the sums required for the support of the office of the Secretary 
of the Navy for the year 1841. . . 
Secretary ofthe Navy 
Six clerks, per act of April 20, 1818 -
One clerk, per act of May 26, 1824 -
One clerk, per act of March 2, 1827 -




One clerk of the navy and privateer pension and navy 
hospital funds, per act of July 10, 1832 1,600 
1,050 
3,000 
Messenger and assistant messenger 
Contingent expenses - -
SUBMI'l'TED. 
For two additional clerks, at $1,400 each 








Estimate of the sums required for the support of the C!!Jice of the Navy 
Commissioners for the year 1841, as at present established by lato. 
For the salaries of the Commissioners of the Navy Board - $10,500 00 
For the salary of their secretary 2,000 00 
For the salaries of their clerks, draughtsman, and messenger, 
per acts of 20th April, 1818, 24th May, 1824, and 2d 
March, 1827 
For contingent expenses 
SUBMITTED. 
Two additional clerks, at $1,400 each 







In renewing the request for additional clerks, the Board of Navy Com-
missioners respectfully repeat their opinion, that the present number which 
is authorized by law is entirely insufficient to enable the Board to perform 
in a proper manner the various duties which are imposed upon it. 
These duties demand from the Board, under the general supervision and 
I 
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control of the Secretary of the Navy, the immediate directien and superin-
tendence of the construction and repair of all vessels, of all works in navy 
yards and other shore establishments, and of the purchase, preservation, and 
distribution of provisions, ordnance, and all materials of every description 
which are required for those purposes, and for the supply of vessels upon 
foreign stations, and to prepare the annual estimates and the reports con. 
nected with them, for all branches of the naval service. 
The importance, variety, and extent of these duties, are such as would 
evidently furnish sufficient occupation to the members of the Board, if all 
the details of calculation, and the substance of separate reports, should be 
prepared by the clerks for their use; but the small number which are al-
lowed to their office have not been sufficient for this purpose, without neg-
lecting the indispensable current business. Many useful reports remain in 
their office which show the past operations of the Board, and would be val-
uable to guide their estimates for the future, but are left useless for want of 
clerical force to analyze and arrange them. The duties of the Board to. 
wards the navy comprise subjects similar to those that: in the army, are 
assigned to separate bureaus, and for which, besides the heads of bureaus 
and officers as assistants, about twenty clerks are allowed. In the Navy 
Commissioners' office there are only a secretary, six clerks, and one 
draughtsman. 
The increased amount which is asked for the contingencies of the office 
is necessary to meet the expense of indispensable extr· assistance for the 
clerical duties of the office. 
NAvY CoMMiSSIONERs' OFFicE, 




JNO. B. NICOLSON. 
Estimate of the sums required for the expenses of the south1oest executive 
building,Jor the year 1841. 
Superintendent 
Two watchmen, at $500 each, watching day and night • 
Contingent expenses, including oil, fuel, labor, repairs of build-
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D. 
General estimate. 
There will be required for the general service for the navy dnring the 
year 1841, exclusive of the amount required for the marine corps, the sum 
of five million and twenty-five thousand dollars. , 
1st. For the pay of commission, warrant, 
petty officers, and seamen 
2d. For pay of superintendents, naval 
constructors, and all the civil estab-
lishments at the several yards 
3d. For provisions 
4th. For medicines and surgical instru-
ments, hospital stores, and other ex-
penses on account of the sick 
5th. For the increase, repair, armament, 
and equipment of the navy, and wear 
and tear of vessels in commission 
6th. For the improvement and necessary 
repairs of navy yards, viz: 




Washington, D. C. 
Gosport, Va. 
Pensacola, Flo. 






8th. For contingent e.xpenses that may 
accrue for the following purposes, viz : 
For the freight and transportation of ma-
terials and stores of every description ; 
for wharfage and dockage, storage and 
rent, travelling expenses of officers and 
transportation of seamen ; for house-
rent to pursers, when duly authorized; 
for funeral expenses; for commissions, 
clerk-hire, office-rent, stationary, and 
fuel to navy agents; for premiums and 
mcidental expens~;>s of recruiting ; for 
Estimated for 1841. Appropriated for 
1840. 
$2,335,000 00 $2,250,000 0(} 
4.0,000 00 74,620 00 
500,000 00 620,000 00 
30,000 00 75,000 00 
1,425,000 00 2,155,000 00 
25,000 00 20,000 00 
42,000 00 17,000 00 
78,000 00 18,000 00 
9,000 00 5,000 00 
11,000 00 20,000 00 
49,000 00 17,250 00 
20,000 00 13,000 00 
1,500 00 1 3,000 00 24,250 00 2,000 00 
1,500 00 J 
• 
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0-Continued. 
apprehending deserters; for compen-
sation to judges ad vocate; for per diem 
allowance to persons attending courts-
martial and courts of inquiry, or other 
services as authorized by law; for 
·printing and stationary of every de-
scription, and for working the litho-
graphic press; for books, maps, charts, 
mathematical and nautical instru-
ments, chronometers, models, and 
drawings ; for the purchase and re-
pair of fire-engines and machinery; 
for the repair of steam-engines in navy 
yards; for the purchase and mainte-
nance of oxen and horses, and for 
carts, timber-wheels, and workmen's 
tools of every description ; for postage 
ofletters on public service; for pilot-
age, and towing ships of war; for taxes 
and assessments on public property ; 
for assistance rendered to vessels in 
distress ; for incidental labor at navy 
yards: not applicable to any other ap-
propriation ; for coal, and other fuel, 
and for candles and oil for the use of 
navy yards and shore stations; and 
for no other object or purpose what-
ever 
9th. For contingent expenses for objects 
not hereinbefore enumerated 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
December 4, 1840. 







$5,025,000 00 $5,762,120 00 
C. MORRIS, 
L. WARRINGTON, 
JNO. B. NICOLSON. 
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Statement explanatory of the several lteads of tlte general estimate for 
1841. 
The first head of this estimate for 184.1 exceeds the amount which was 
nppropriated under that head for 1840, by the sum of $85,000. This excess 
is occasioned by the difference 1in the amount which it is supposed will 
remain in the Treasury at the close of the present year under that head, 
from the amount which was available on the last of the year 1839. 
The :mms proposed under the 2d, 3d, and 4th heads, are less than wer~ 
appropriated for the same objects for 1840, and have been reduced in con-
sequence of the amounts which it is presumed will remain unexpended 
under these heads at the close of the present year. 
The 5th head of the estimate embraces for the present year objects for-
merly appropriated for under the heads of "repairs, &c." "ordnance and 
ordnance stores," and all special appropriations for the gradual increase or 
improvement of the navy, or for building particular vessels or classes of 
vessds. 
The amount Btated in the column of" appropriated for 1840" opposite to 
this head, includes the sum of $1,000,000, which was appropriated for "re-
pnirs, &c. ;" of $65,000, for "ordnance ;" of $750,000, for "gradual im-
provement of the navy," and the conditional appropriation of $340,000 for 
the steamers. The amount proposed for the year 1840 is the balance 
which remained of the $3,025,000, to which the total estimate is limited by 
your instructions, after allotting to the other heads of appropciation the 
amounts which were deemed indispensable for the service of the year. 
The amonnts proposed for the 6th head, or "improvement and repairs 
of navy ynrds,'' though larger than appropriated for 1840, have been re-
duced as low as, in the opinion of the board, the immediate wants of the 
service wonld possibly admit. 
'l'he amounts requ irf"d for hospital buildings and their dependencies are 
presented as the 7th head of this general estimate, instead of submitting 
them sepR.rately as heretofore, from a belief that no sufficient reason exists 
for keeping them longer separate1 as they will necessarily require a small 
annual sum to keep them in repair, and in proper order for the accommo-
dation of the sick. 
DI. 
C. MORRIS, 
L. W ARRl~GTON, 
JNO. B. NICOLSON. 
FOR VESSELS IN COMMISSION. 
Estimate of !he amount of pay tltat will be required for the year 1841, for 
the following vessels in commissio111 viz: one ship of the line of t1co 
decks, six· frigutes, 'R-ineteen sloops of war, seven small vessels, and one 
~teamer-being part of the first head of the general estimate for that 
year. 
Six commanders of squadrons 
One ship of the line, two decks 




1: 3521485 00 
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Two frigates, second class -
~l'welve sloops of war, first class 
Two sloops of war, second class 
Five sloops of war, third class 
Seven small vessels 
One steamer 
Scientific c0rps 
For vessels" to cruise along the coast of Florida, for the pre-
servation of the lives and property of the citizens," having 
been transferred from the War to the Navy Department -








Estimated for 1841 -
Estimated for 184.0 -
NAvY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 
December 4, 1840. 
D2. 
FOit RECEIVING VESSELS. 
--
- 1,687,350 34 
- 1,687:350 34 ------------
Estimate of the number and 71ay of officers, ~c., required for five receiving 
'Dessels, for the year 1841, being part of the first head, second item, in 



















































































" :.a .; c.. .. _!,j -.; , 0 Amount. 
~ '0 .§ -;; ~ 0 ~ ..Q 0 z ~ ~ E-< ------
1 - - 3 $10,500 00 
- 1 - 1 2,100 00 
6 2 2 22 33,000 00 
1 1 - 4 4,000 00 
1 - - 3 1,987 50 
1, - - 3 7,200 00 
1 - - 3 3,600 00 
18 - - 54 B:700 00 
- 3 3 6 2,100 00 
1 - - 3 1,500 00 
1 - - 3 2,250 00 
1 - - 3 2.250 00 
1 - - 3 2;250 0@ 
1 - - 3 2,250 00 
] - - 3 1,440 00 
4 1 1 14 3,192 00 
1 - - 3 684 00 
1 1 1 5 1,140 00 
4 - - 12 2,592 00 
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D 2-Continued • 
.,; 
.!ol ;a .... ,.e. 0 .!ol ci >< ... ;§ "0 0 
~ .!!! 11\ .... 
0 "' 0 ;a p::) z z Po< ------···------- ----
Masters-at-arms - 1 1 1 -
Ship's corporals - - 1 1 l -
Ship's stewards - - 1 1 1 1 
Officers' stewards- - 2 2 2 1 
Surgeons' stewards - 1 1 1 -
Ship's cooks • - 1 1 1 1 
Officers' cooks - . 2 2 2 1 
Captains of the hold - 1 1 l . 
Seamen - - - 100 100 100 2 
Ordinary seamen- - 100 100 100 4 
Landsmen and apprentices 75 75 75 . 
--------
Estimated for 1841 - 330 330 330 19 
Estimated for 1840 - 330 330 330 19 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 



























3 $648 0(} 
3 540 00 
5 1,080 00 
8 1,728 0() 
3 648 00 
5 1,080 00 
7 1,512 00 
3 540 00 
304 43,776 00 
308 36,960 00 
225 18,900 00 
---------
1,025 200,147 50 
1,025 200,147 50 
Estimate oj the pay of the officers attached to five recruiting stations, for 
tlte year 1841, being part of the first head and third item in the general 
estimate for that year. 
.,; 
.!.1 .:.a .... "" 0 QJ 
~ >< "0 0 
~ "' 11\ ] 0 "' p::) z Po< ----- ----· ------
·Commanders . - 1 1 1 
Lieutenants- - - 2 ~ 2 
Surgeons - - - 1 1 1 
Midshipmen - - 2 2 2 ------
Estimated for l8<1l - 6 6 6 
Estimated for l84.0 - 6 6 6 
NAvY Oor4MISSIONERs' OFFicE, 
December 41 184.0. 
. .; ... 
0 ~ 























.810,500 0 0 







37,750 0 0 
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D4. 
Estimate of the pay of qffwers and others at navy yards and stations for 
the year 1841, referring to the first and second heads of the general esti-
mate. 
,, 
· No. PORTSMOUTH, N. H. Pay. Aggregate. 
-
Naval--4th item of 1st head. 
1 Captain - - - - - $3,500 . ~. 
1 Commander - - - - 2,100 
1 Lieutenant - - - - 1,500 
1 .Master - - - - - 1,000 
3 Midshipmen, at $350 each - - 1,050 
1 Surgeon - - - - - 1,800 
1 Boatswain - - - - 500 
1 Gunner - - - - - 500 
1 Carpenter - - - - 500 
1 Sailmaker - - - - 500 
1 Purser, including all allowances - - 941 75 
1 Steward - - - - - 216 
----- $14,107 5 
Ordinary-5th item of 1st head. 
' 
1 Lieutenant - - - - 1,500 
1 Carpenter's mate - - - - 228 
6 Seamen, at $144 each - - - 864 
12 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each - - 1,440 
----- 4,032 oe 
C'ivil-2d !wad of general estimate. 
1 Storekeeper - - - - 1,400 
1 Naval constructor - - - 2,300 
1 Foreman and inspector of timber - 700 
1 Clerk to the yard - - - 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant - - 900 
1 Clerk to the storekeeper - - I - 500 
1 Clerk to the master builder - - 400 
1 Porter - - - - - 300 
l 
----- 7,400 00 
Total - - 25,539 75 
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D 4.-Continued. 
I 
No. BOSTON. Pay. Aggregate. 
-
Naval-4th item of 1st head. 
1 Captain . . - . - - $3,500 
1 Commander - - - . 2,100 
2 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each - - 3,000 
2 Masters, at $1,000 each - - - 2,000 
1 Surgeon - - - - - 1,800 
2 Assistant surgeons, at $950 each - 1,900 
1 Chaplain - - . - - 1,200 
2 Professors, at $1,200 each - - 2,400 
4. Midshipmen, at $350 each - - 1,400 
1 Boatswain - - - - 500 
1 Gunner . - - - - 500 
1 Carpenter - - - - 500 
1 Sailmaker - . - - 500 
l Purser, including all allowances - - 1,141 75 . 
1 Steward - - - - - 216 
1 Steward, assistant to purser - . 360 
---- $23,017 7 
Ordinary-5th item of 1st head. 
3 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each - - 4.,500 
1 Master - - - - - 1,000 
6 Midshipmen, at $350 each - . 2,100 
1 Boatswain ·' 4 . . 500 
1 Gunner - - - - - 500 
1 Carpenter - - - - 500 
4 Carpenter's mates, (3 as calkers,) at $228 
each - - - - - 912 
2 Boatswain's mates, at $228 each . - 456 
14 Seamen, at $144 each - . . 2,016 
36 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each - - 4.,320 
16,864 <() 
Hospital-6th item of 1st head. 
l Surgeon - - - - - 1,750 
1 Assistant surgeon 950 I c· - - -
1 Steward - • 360 1-- - - -
2 Nurses, at $120 each} When the number { 240 
2 Washers, at $96 each of sick shall re- 192 
1 Cook quire them. 144 
3,636 
Civil--2d head of general estimate. 
1 Storekeeper - . - . 1,700 
l Naval constructor - - - 2,300 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. BOSTON-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
1 Measurer and inspector of timber - $1,050 
1 Clerk to the yard - - - 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant - - 900 ) 
1 Cieri\ (2d) to the commandant - - 750 I ~ 
1 Clerk to the storekeeper - - - 750 
1 Clerk (2d) to the storekeeper - - 450 
1 Clerk to the naval constructor - - 650 
1 Keeper of magazine - - - 480 
1 Porter - - - - - 300 
$10,230 00 
Total - - 53,68775 
NoTE.-The surgeon and assistant surgeon o the yard are to be re-
~uired to attend to the marines also. 
No. NEW YORK. 
Naval-4th item qf 1st head. 
1 Captain -
1 Commander 
2 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each 
2 Masters, at $1,000 each -
1 Surgeon -
2 Assistant surgeons, at $950 each 
1 Chaplain -
2 Professors, at $1,200 each 





1 Purser, including all allowances -
1 Steward -
1 Steward, assistant to purser 
Ordinary-5th item qf 1st head. 
3 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each 
1 Master • - -
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D 4-Continued. 
No. NEW YORK-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
1 Boatswain 
\ 
$500 - - - -
1 Gunner - - - - - 500 
1 Carpe~ter 500 
. - - - -
4 Carpenter's mates, (3 as calkers,) at $228 
each - - - - - 912 
2 Boatswain's mates, at $228 each - 456 
14 Seamen, at $144 each - - - 2,016 
36 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each - - 4,320 
-----
Hospital-6th item of 1st head. 
$16,804 00 
1 Surgeon - - - - - 1,750 
1 Assistant surgeon - - - 950 
1 Steward - 360 
--- - - -
2 Nurses, at $120 each} When the number { 240 
2 Washers, at $96 each of sick shall re- 192 
1 Cook quire them. 144 
----- 3,636 00 
Civil-2d ltead of general estimate. 
--
1 Storekeeper - - - - 1,700 
1 Naval constructor - - - 2,300 
1 Measurer and inspector of timber - 1,050 
1 Clerk to the yard - - - 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant - - 900 
1 Clerk (2d) to the commandant - - 750 
1 Clerk to the storekeeper - - - 750 
1 Clerk (2d) to the storekeeper - - 450 
1 Clerk to the naval constructor - - 650 
1 Keeper of the magazine - - - 480 
1 Porter - - - - - 300 . 
10,230 00 
-----
Total - - 53,687 75 
NoTE.-The surgeon and assistant surgeon of the yard are also to be 
required to attend to the marines. 
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No. PHILADELPHIA. 
Naval-4th item of 1st head. 
1 Captain - - - -
1 Commander - - -
I Lieutenant - - -
1 Master - - - -
1 Surgeon - - - -
1 Assistant surgepn - -
1 Chaplain - - -
1 Boatswain - - -
1 Gunner - - - -
1 Carpenter - - -
1 Purser, including all allowances -












- 1,141 75 
- 216 
---$14,907 15 
Ordinary-5th itern of 1st head. 
1 Lieutenant - - -
1 Boatswain's mate - -
4 Seamen, at $144 each - -
12 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each -
Naval asylum and hospital-6th item of 
1st ltead. 
Captain - - - - -
Master - - - - -
!~1i~~~ surgeon- } ~0 atten~ to the {-
Steward h . 'f 
N t $120 h 
ospttal also 1 
lUses, a eac · d 
Washers, at $96 each reqmre · 
Cook 
Cit-il-2d head of geneml estimate. 
1 Storekeeper - - -
1 Naval constmctor - -
1 Inspector and measurer of timber 
1 Clerk of the yard - -
l Clerk to the commandant -
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No. PHILADELPHIA-Continued. 










NoTE.---'The surgeon and assistant surgeon of the yard are also to be 





WASHINGTON. Pay. Aggregate. 
' 
Naval-4th item of 1st head. 
Captain - - - 4 - $3,500 
Commander - - - - 2,000 
l.ieutenant - - - - 1,500 























$1,000 each - - - -
Surgeon - - - • -
Assistant surgeon - - -
Chaplain - - - • -
Boatswain - - - -
Gunner, as labocatory officer - -
Carpenter - - - -
Purser, including all allowances - -
Steward - - - - -
Steward, assistant to purser - -
Steward to hospital - • -
Ordinary-5th item of 1st ltead. 
Boatswain's mate • -
Carpenter's mate - - -
Seamen, at $14.4 each - -
Ordinary seamen, at $120 each -
Oivil-2d head of general estimate. 
Storekeeper - -
Master-builder - -
Inspector and measurer of timber 
Clerk to the yard -
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No. WASHINGTON-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
1 Clerk (2d) to the commandant - - $150 
1 Clerk to the storekeeper - - - 750 
1 Clerk to the master builder . - 450 
1 Master camboose-maker and plumber - 1,250 
1 Chain cable· and anchor maker - - 1,250 
1 Keeper of the magazine - - - 4SO 
1 Porter - . - - - 300 
$10,880 00 
-----
Total - - 30,363 75 
NoTE.-The surgeon and assistant surgeon of the yard are also requir-
ed to attend to the hospital when necessary. 
No. NORFOLK. Pay. \ Aggregate. 
-
Naval-4tlt item of 1st head. 
1 Captain - - - - - $3,500 
1 Commander - - - - 2,100 
2 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each - - 3,000 
2 Masters, at $1,000 each - - - 2,000 
1 Surgeon - - - - - 1,800 
2 Assistant surgeons, at $950 each - - 1,900 . 
1 Chaplain - - - - - 1,200 
2 Professors, at $1,200 each - - 2,400 
4 Midshipmen, at $350 each - - 1,400 
1 Boatswain - - - - 500 
1 Gunner - - . - - - 500 
1 Carpenter - - - - 500 
1 Sailmaker - - - - 500 
1 Purser, including all allowances - - 1,141 75 
1 Steward - - - - - 216 
• 
1 Steward, assistant to purser· - - 360 
$23,017 75 
Ordinary-1st item of 5th head. 
3 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each - - 4,500 
1 Master - - - - - 1,000 
6 Midshipmen, at $350 each - - 2,100 
1 Boatswain - - - - 500 
1 Gunner - - - - - 500 
1 Car enter p - - - - 500 
Doc. No. 2. 
D 4-Continued. 
No. NORFOLK-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
4 Carpenter's mates (3 as calkers) at $228 
each - - - • - $912 
2 Boatswain's mates, at $228 each ·· . 456 
14 Seamen, at $144 each - . - 2,016 
36 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each - - 4,320 
$16,804 00 
Hospital-6th item of 1st head. 
1 Lieutenant - - - - 1,500 
1 Surgeon - - - . - 1,750 
1 Assistant surgeon . - - 950 
1 Steward - - . - - 360 
2 Nurses, at $120 each} When the number { 240 
2 Washers, at $96 each of sick shall re- 192 
I Cook quire them. 144 
5,136 00 
Civil-2d head of general estimate . . 
.1 Storekeeper - - - - 1,700 
1 Naval constructor - - - 2,300 
1 Inspector and measurer of timber - 1,050 
1 Clerk to the yard - . - 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant . . - 900 
1 Clerk (2d) to the commandant - - 750 
1 Clerk to the storekeeper - - - 750 
1 Clerk (2d) to the storekeeper - - 450 
1 Clerk to naval constructor - - 650 
1 Keeper of the magazine - - - 480 
1 Porter - - - - - 300 
10,230 00 
Total - - 55,187 75 
NoTE.-The surgeon and assistant surgeon of the yard are also to be 
xequircd to attend to the marines. 
No. PENSACOLA. 
-
Naval-4th item of 1st !Lead. 
1 Captain -
1 Commander 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. PENSACOLA-Continued. Pay . Aggregate. 
. 
1 Master - - - - - $1,000 1 Surgeon - - - . - 1,800 1 Assistant surgeon - . - 950 1 Chaplain - - - - 1,200 3 Midshipmen, at $350 each - - 1,050 1 Boatswain - . - - 500 1 Gunner - - - . - 500 1 Carpenter - - - - 500 1 Sailmaker - - - - 500 1 Purser, including all allowances - - 1,141 75 1 Steward - - - - - 216 
Ordinary-5th item of 1st head. $17,957 75 
1 Carpenter - - - - 500 1 Carpenter's mate - - - - 228 1 Boatswain's mate - - - 228 10 Seamen, at $144 each - - - 1,4.40 ; 10 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each - - 1,200 
Ho9pital-6th item of 1st heacl. 3,596 ()() 
1 Surgeon - - - . . 1,750 1 Assistant surgeon - - - 950 1 Steward - - - . - 360 2 Nurnes, at $120 each} When the number { 240 
2 Washers,at$96each of sick shall re- 192 
1 Cook quire them. 144 
Oivil-2d ltead of gene1'al estimate. 
3,636 ()() 
) Storekeeper - - - - 1,700 1 Clerk to the yard - - - 900 1 Clerk to the commandant - - 900 1 Clerk (2d) to the commandant - - 750 1 Clerk to the storekeeper - - - 750 1 Clerk (2d) to the storekeeper - - 450 1 Porter - - - - - 300 
5,750 00 
Total - - 30,939 75 
NoTE.-The surgeon and assistant surgeon of the yard are also to at-
tend to the marines and the receiving vessel, (if one should be stationed 
near the yard,) and to such persons employed in the yard as the com-
mandant may direct. 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. STATIONS. Pay. Aggregate. 
-
BALTIMORE. 
4th item of 1st head. 
1 Captain . - - - - - $3,500 
l Lieutenant - - - - 1,500 
1 Surgeon - - - - - 1,500 
1 Purser, including all allowances - - 862 50 
1 Clerk - - - - - 500 
----- $7,862 
CHARLESTON. 
4th item of 1st head. 
1 Captain - - - - - 3,500 
1 Lieutenant - - - - 1,500 
1 Surgeon - - - - - 1,500 
1 Purser and storekeeper, including all al-
lowances - - - - 1,189 75 
----- 7,689 7 5 
SACKETT'S HARBOR. 
4th item rif 1st head. 
1 Master - - - - - 1,000 
----- 1,000 0 0 
FOR DUTY AT WASHINGTON, OR ON GEN· 
ERAL DUTY. 
Ordnance-4th item of 1st head. 
1 Captain - - - - - 3,500 
1 Lieutenant - - - - 1,500 
5,000 00 
CHART AND INSTRUMENT DEPOT. 
4th item of 1st head. 
1 Lieutenant - - - - 1,500 
3 Passed miushipmen - - - 2,250 




1 Chief naval constructor - - - 3,000 
1 Civil engineer - - - - 4,000 
1 Principal steam engineer- - - 2,50G 
9,500 00 
, 
430 Doe. No. 2. 
P 4-Continued. 
No. STATIONS-Continued. Pay. 
FOREIGN STATIONS. 
~ 2d ltead of general estimate. 
1 Storekeeper at Mahon - - - $1,500 
1 Storekeeper at Rio de Janeiro - - 1,500 
RECAPITULATION. 
Naval. Ordinary. 
1st head 4th 1st head 5th 
item. item. 
Portsmouth, N. H. - - $14,107 75 $4,032 00 
Boston - - - 23,017 75 16,804 00 
New York - - - 23,017 75 16,804 00 
Philadelphia - - - 14,907 75 3,744 00 
Washington - - - 16,483 75 3,000 00 
Norfolk - - - 23,017 75 16,804 00 
Pensacola - - - 17,957 75 3,596 00 
Baltimore - - - 7,362 50 -
Charleston - - - 7,689 75 -
Sackett's Harbor - - 1,000 00 -
Ordnance - - - 5,000 00 -
Chart and instrument depot - 3,750 00 -
Naval constructor - - - -
Civil engineer - - - -
Principal steam engineer - - -
Storekeepers - - - - -
~-- -----
Estimated for 1841 - - 157,312 50 64,784 00 
F~timated for 1840 - - 157,312 50 64,784 00 
---------
Increase for 1841 - - - -
NAVY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFicE, 
December, 1840. 
Hospital. Civil. 
1st head 6th 2d head. 
item. 
----
- $7,400 00 
$3,636 00 10,230 00 
3,636 00 10,230 00 
9,036 00 7,450 00 
- 10,BSO 00 
5,136 00 10,230 00 
3,636 00 5, 750 00 
- 500 00 - -- -
- -- -- 3,000 00 
- 4,000 00 - 2,500 00 - 3,000 00 
25,080 00 75,170 00 


























This increase of five hundred dollars in the estimates for navy yards 
and stations for 1841, over the estimates for 1840, is occasioned by the al 
owance of a clerk for the Baltimore station, at $500 per annum. 
1 
Doc. No. !!. 431 
D 5. 
WAITING ORDERS AND ON FURLOUGlL 
Estimate of the pay required for the commission and warrant ~cers wait-
ing orde1·s, and on furlough, for 184.1, being the seventh item of the first 
head in tlte general estimate for that year. 
No. ·waiting orders. Furlough. Aggregate 
amount. 
I . 
23 Captains - - $57,500 00 
1 Captain - - - $1,250 00 
23 Commanders - 41,000 00 
85 Lieutenants - - 102,000 00 
1 Lieutenant - - - 600 00 
16 Surgeons - - 25,600 00 
6 Pursers - - 3,975 00 
1 Purser - - - 331 25 
6 Assistant surgeons - 3,900 00 
27 Passed midshipmen - 16,400 00 
1 Passed midshipman - - 300 00 
------
250,375 00 2,481 25 $252,856 25 
Add for 30 midshipmen, who, after examination, may be 
entitled to be arranged as passed midshipmen, in addi-
tion to their pay as midshipmen - - - 9,000 00 
------
Estimated for 1841 - - - - - 261,856 25 
Estimated for 1840 - - - - - 265,043 75 
Estimated less for 1841 - - - - - 3,187 50 
This difference is occasioned by a slight change in the number and 
grade of officers waiting orders and on furlough. 
RECAPITULATION 
OJ the several iterns which go to make up the first head of the general esti-
rnate fm· 1841, viz: 
Pay, &c., vessels in commission 
" receiving vessels 
" recruiting stations 
" yards, naval branch 
" yards, ordinary 
" yards, hospital 
" waiting orders and on furlough 
Making 
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Brought over $2,434,280 59 
From the unexpended balances which may remain in 
the Treasury on the 1st January next, it is supposed 
there may be deducted the sum of 99,280 59 
Leaving 2,335,000 00 
to be appropriated for the year 1841, as stated in the first head of the 
general estimate for that year. 
NAVY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 
December 4, 1840. 
D 6. 
PROVISIONS. 
Estimate of tlte amount required for provisions for the year 1841, explana-
tory of the thi1·d head of the general estirnate for that year. 
7,240 persons in vessels in commission, exclusive of marines. 
587 marines embarked in vessels in commission. 
1,298 persons attached to receiving vessels and enlisted persons 
at shore stations. 
Total ~ 9,125 persons, at one ration each a day, will make 3,330,625 ra-
tions, which, at 20 cents each ration, is equal to $666,125 
Estimating the balance under this head that may remain in 
the Treasury on the 1st January, 1841, as available for that 
year, there may be dedncted the sum of 166,125 
which may not be required. 
Which will leave 500,000 
There was estimated for 1840 - $620,000 
The estimate for 1841 has been reduced to $500,000, because the 
amounts in the Treasury appear to justify a belief that this sum will be 
sufficient, with the balance that will be on hand on the 1st January next, 
to meet the demands for 1841. 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
December 4, 1840. 
D 7. 
IMPROVEMENT OF NAVY YARDS. 
Estimate of the proposed irnprm:ements and repairs to be matk in t!te 
navy yards during the year 1841, e.1:planatory of the sixth head, of the 
general estimate. 
At Portsm01£th, N. H. 
Fot commencing a dock for knee timber 
For continuing the construction of wharves 
• 
J)oc. No. 2. 
For improvinO' steam-boxes - - - -
For .filling in 1ow grounds, and for repairs of all kinds 
At ()!wrlestoum, Mass. 
For completing ship·house 39 -
For building an oil-boiling house 
For repairs of all kinds -
At Brooklyn, N. Y. 
For commencing a dry dock 
For foundation for guns 
For building a pitch-house 
For a cooperage -
For completing iron store 
.For .filling in low grounds 
For repairs of all ltinds -
At Philalelphia . 
·For building a guard-house 
For opening new gateway 
For deepening channel at the wharves -
For repairs of all kinds - - -
For extending machinery 
For repairs of all kinds-
At Washingtou. 
At Gosport, Va. 
For extending the quay wall and foundation of building slip B • 
For repairs of all kinds - - - • - ~ 
At Pe 'lsacora. 
For improving timber shed No. 1 
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For completing a stable 
For repairs of all kinds 
RECAPITULATION. 
For navy yard at Portsmouth, N. H. 
For navy yard at Charlestown, Mass. -
For navy yard at Brooklyn, N. Y. 
For navy yard at Philadelphia -
For navy yard at Washington 
For navy yard at Norfolk, Va. -
For navy yard at Pensacola 
HOSPITALS. 
--
8eventh head of general estimate. 
For hospital at Charlestown, Mass. 
Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y.-For paving l:lack yard, and completing 
roof, &c. 
For hospital at Norfolk, Va. 
For hospital at Pensacola 
'l'otal for hospitals 
Total estimated for 1840 
[ NAVY CoMJ\HSSIONEns' OFFICE, 




















HEADQUARTERs oF THE MARINE CoRPs, 
Washington, November 20, 1840. 
SIR: Herewith you will receive the estimates for the marine corps for 
the year 1841. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, 
Colonel Commandant. 
Commodore CHARLEs MoRRis, 
President Board of Navy Commissioners. 
Doc. No. 2. 4SS 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE MARINE C_ORPS, 
Paymaste1·'s Ojfice, Octobe1· 20, 1840. 
Sm: I transmit herewith quadruple estimates of the amount require<! 
by this department for pay and subsistence of officers, and pay of non-
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the United States ma-
rine corps for the year 1841. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. GEO. W. WALKER, 
Paymaster United States Marine Corps. 
Col. ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, 
Commandant U. S. Mm·ine Corps, Headquarters. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE MARINE CoRPs, 
Quartermaster's Ojfice, lYashington, November 9, 1840. 
SIR: The quadruple estimates for the support of the quartermaster's 
department of the marine corps for the year 1841, which are herewith 
submitted, will be found not to vary from those of the present year. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AUG. A. NICHOLSON, 
Col. ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, 
Quartermaster. 
Commandant ll!larine Corps, Headquarters. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE MARINE CoRPs, 
Adjutant and Inspector's Ojjice, Washington, November 14, 1840 , 
Sm: The duties of this office, like most other offices kept as offices of rec-
ord have greatly increased within the last twenty years-so much so, as to be 
found necessary to employ the services of anassistantclerk; and, there being 
no allowance for such an appointment, he receives but the fifteen cents 
per day allowed to enlisted men on daily duty, in .:~ddition to his pay as a 
sergeant of the line; amounting, in all, to $281 86 per annum. This is 
a very inadequate compensation for the duty he performs, and is by no 
means sufficient to maintain that respectability which his situation de-
mands. I would, therefore, in justice to him, respectfully recommend that 
the sum of $750 per annum be inserted in the proposed estimate for com-
pensation of the clerks to the commandant and staff of the corps, for a 
second clerk to this office. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. G. HOWLE, 
Col. A. HENDERSON, 
Adjutant and Inspector. 
Commandant Marine Corps, Headquarters. 
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E-Continued. 
General estimate of the etrpenses r.if the marine corps for 1841. 
There will be required for the support of the marine corps during the 
year 1841, in addition to the balances remaining on hand on the lst of 
Janua1y, 1841, the sum of four hundred and ninety-five thousand three 
.hundred and thirty-nine dollars and twenty-one cents. 
PAYMASTER'S DEPARTJHE. ''].', 
1st. For the pay of officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, privates, and servants, 
serving on shore; and subsistence of oifi-
cers of the marine corps 
QUARTERltUSTER'S DEP.\RT!IlEYl'. 
2d. For provisions for the non-commissioned 
, I 
! 
officers, musicians, privates, servants unO. \ 
washerwomen, serving on shore - $45,051. 99 
3d. }'or clothing 43,662 50 1 
4th . For fuel 16,274 12 
.5th. For the purchase of a site, and to com- I 
mence the erection of barracks at Charles-
town, Mass. 50,000 00 
Amount proposed by thP- department $30,000 
}'or the purchase of a site, and to commence 
the erevtion of barracks at Brooklyn, New 
York 
Amount propo<ed by the department $30,000 
For the purchasl1 of a site, ::md to commence 
the erection of barracks at Gosport, Vn. 
Amount prvposcd by the department $30,000 
To commence the ercr:tion~ofbarracks at Pen-
sacola 
Amount proposed by the lkpartment $10,000 
6th. For keeping barracks in repair; and for 
rent of temporary barracks at New York 
'7th. For transportation of officers, non-com-
missioned officers, musicians, and privates; 
and expenses of recruiting -
Sth. For medicines, hospital supplies, surgical 
instnunents, and pay of matron and hospi-
tal stewards 
9th. For military stores, pay of armorers, 
keeping arms in repair, accoutrements, ord-




25,000 00 I 
6,000 00 ~ 
I 
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E-Continued. 
lOth. For contingencies, viz: freight, felTiage-
toH, wharfage, and cartage; per diem allow-
ance for attending courts-martial and courts 
of inquiry; compensation to judges advo-
cate; house-rent, where no public quarters 
are assigned; per diem allowance to en-
listed men on constant labor; expenses of 
burying deceased marines; printing, sta-
tionary, forage, postage on public letters, ex-
penses in pursuit of deserters , candles and 
o1l, straw, barrack furniture, bedsacks, 
spades, axes, shovels, picks, carpenter's 
t,1o\s; and for the keeping of a horse for the 
messenger - - $17,980 00 
---- $318,411 61 







Proposed estimate if compensation of the clerks of the commandant ancl 
staff if the marine CO'rps. 
Colonel commandant's office, one clerk at -
Adjutant and inspector's office, one clerk at 
and one assistant clerk at 
Paymaster's office, one clerk at 
and one assistant clerk at 
uartermaster's office, one clerk at 
and one assistant clerk at 









GEO. W. WALKER, 
Paymaster United States Marine Corps. 
AUG. A. NICHOLSON, 
{lt«lrtermaster. 
.. 
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• 
No. I.-Pay Department. 
Detail estimate of pay and subsistence of qffzcers, and pay of non-commis-
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the marine corps of the United ' 
States,for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one. 
PAY. SUBSISTENCE. 
..c ~ '" ;; ~11 - "' "' >," v"' "'- . ~-5 ol§ 0 "'..c :g~ RANK .AND GRADE. sol- ""d·::1 :>0:: >o:: ... ol ..c ...... 0 ... 0 ., ... Ocj ;:: ~~s ~s P<,.. "0:-, 0 "'"' ... ., s . '- ... ""''"' "'"- 0"0 .; -.o, o, ..: 0 • ol;... Cd cj ... p.. ... .... "'""ro '-P.. ";j ~ a~ "~:-- t.o .0 " olCJ "' s ""' ~-s~ s@ -;;; ~~ ""' "@ .... ~ 0 o§ 0 t.o "' ~ "' "' "" Z; 0.. rilZ z E-< z z ·= E-< <: -- - - ------------ ---
Colonel commandant - I 75 ()() - - 2 $1,068 00 6 6 $876 00 $1,944 00 Lieutenant colonel - . 1 60 ()() - - 2 888 00 5 5 730 00 1,618 00 Majors . . - 4 50()() - 2 3,072 00 4 4 2,336 00 5,408 00 Adjutant and inspector . 1 60 00 - 2 - 912 00 4 - 292 00 1,204 00 Paymaster • • . 1 60 00 - 2 - 912 00 4 292 00 1,204 00 Quartermaster . . 1 6000 - 2 - 912 00 4 4 584 (/() 1,496 00 Assistant qnartermru:ter . 1 50 00 - 1 - 696 00 4 4 58400 1,280 00 Captains commanding posts 
and at sea • • 4 50 00 - - 1 2,736 00 4 2,336 00 5,072 00 Ca~tains on recruiting ser-
4 40 00 1 2,256 00 4 4 ~,336 00 4,592 00 
VICe . . . - -Captains • . • - 2 40 00 - - 1 1,128 00 4 - 584 00 1,712 00 First lieutenants command-
ing guards or detachments 
at sea . . . 3 40 00 - - 1 I,692 00 4 4 1 752 ()() 3,444 00 First lieutenao ts . . 16 30 00 - - 1 7,104 00 4 - 4.;u72 oo ll,/76 00 Second lieutenants - - 20 25 00 - - 1 7,G80 00 4 - 5,840 00 13,520 00 Sergeant major - . I 17 00 - - - 204 00 - - - 204 00 Quartermaster sergeant • 1 17 00 20 - - 444 00 - - - 444 00 Drum and fife majors • 2 16 00 - - - 384 00 - - - 384 00 Orderly sergeants and ser-
geants of guards at sea - 27 16 00 - - - 5,184 00 - - - 5,1 4 oa Orderly sergeants emtloyed 
' as clerks to colone com-
mandant, adjutant and 
inspector, and quarter-
master . . . 3 16 00 20 - - 1,296 00 - - - 1,296 00 Sergeants - . . 50 13 00 - - - 7,800 00 - - - 7,800 00 Corporals • - . 80 9 00 - - - 8,640 00 - - - 8,640 00 Drummers and fifers . 60 800 - - - 5,760 00 - - - 5,760 00 Privates . • 932 700 - - - 78,288 00 - 73 00 78 288 00 Hospital steward • . 1 18 00 - - 216 00 1 - ·~89 00 Clerk to paymaster • . 1 15 80 20 - - 429 60 1 - 73 00 502 60 Additional rations to offi. 
cers for five years' service - - - - 142 - 10,366 00 10,366 00 Bounty for re·enlistment • I25 - - - - I,750 00 - - I,i50 00 Two months' pay for unex-
fiired time of former en· 
istment • • • 125 - - - - I,750 00 - - - 1,750 00 ---- ---- ----
Respectfully submitted : 
HEADQUARTERS OF TRE MARINE CORPS, 
Paymaster's Office, October 20, 1840. 
143,20160 33,726 0 0 176,927 60 
GEORGE W. WALKER, 
Paymaster Marine Corps. 
No. 2.-Pro~isions. 
' s:i s:i "' s ., 
0 s !:: For whom required. "d ... s:i " "' ~ ..::: 0 ~ .... 
·~ :g ca ;::: :g IJ;1 ------
For non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, and wash-
erwomen - - - - - - - 517 34 1 
For clerks and officers' servants - - - - - - -
For two months' rations for each soldier as premium {or Ie-on-
listing, agreeably to the act of March 2, 1835 • - 125 - -
. 
' 
~-------- ------- ---- -- -- --~- -- - -- - -- ·- - -- -- --- - - --- - --
No. 3.-Clot!ting. 
. 
For whom required. . 
For non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, at $33 per annum -
For officers' servants, at $33 per annum - - - - -
For paymaster's clerk, at $33 " - - - - -
For 300 watch coats, at $8 50 each - - - - - -
For two months' clothing for each soldier, as premium for re-enlisting, agreeably 
to the act of March 2, 1835 - - - - - - -
- --.- ~. . 
>. >. 
~zi ~zi ... ,:: '"0:: .,., "'"' zi Q..u Q..u Amount. 
"'"" g~ ::: .,; "' """ ~ !§ ..... > ... ~td ~(d ... ., 0 
~ ~ "' 6 E-< r/2 ---------
- - 552 1 - $38,281 20 
68 5 73 - 1 15,?29 00 




E;nlisted Sen·- Clerks. T otal. Amount. 
men. ants. 
--- --- ------
1,156 - - 1,156 $38,148 00 
- 68 - 68 2,244 00 
- - 1 1 33 00 
- - - - 2,550 00 
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No. 4.-Fuel. 
For whom required. 
Fuel for 
each. 
Colonel commandant - - 1 










19 1 4 
18 4 -
16 4 -
Majors south of latitude 39 - 1 
Majors north of latitude 39 . - 3 
Captains north of latitude 43 - 1 
Captains north oflatitude 39 - 2 
Captains south of latitude 39 - 3 
Staff south of latitude 39 - - 3 
.Staff north oflatitude 39 - - 1 
Lieutenants north of latitude 43 - 2 
Lieu,tenants north of latitude 39 - 12 
I. .. ieutenants south of latitude 39 - 14 
Non-commissioned officers, musi. 
cians, privates, servants, and 
washerwomen, north oflat. 40 - 239 
Do. do. south of latitude 40 - 370 
Clerk to paymaster - - l 
Hospital matron - - - 1 
Commanding officer's office, Ports-
mouth, N. H. - - - 1 
Guard-room, Portsmouth, N. H. - 1 
Hospital, Portsmouth, N. H. - 1 
Mess-room, Portsmouth, N. H. - 1" 
Offices of the assist. quartermaster 
and comm'dg officers at Philadel-
phia, N. York, and Charlestown 4 
Guard-rooms at do. do. do. - 3 
Hospitals at do. do. do. - 3 
ltiess-rooms at do. do. do. - 3 
Offices of the commandant and staff 
and commanding officers at head-
quarters, Norfolk, and Pensacola 7 
G uard-rooms at headquarters, navy 
yard, Washington, Norfolk, and 
Pensacola - - - 4 
Hospital at headquarters - -
Hospital at Norfolk and Pensacola 2 
Mess-rooms for officers at headquar-
ters, Norfolk, and Pensacola - 3 
Armory at Washington - - 1 
1 5 -
1 4 -




19 1 4 






























19 1 4 













"Which, at $7 per cord, is - -. - 12324 7 
$16,27412 
Doc. No. !!. 441 
The Board of Navy Commissioners have no further remark to make 
upon the general estimate for the marine corps, than to repeat their opin-
ion, that an early attention to the purchase of proper sites and the erection 
of barracks at the stations which are specified in the estimate, of sufficient 
size to allow the distribution of that part of the corps which is not em-
barked, is desirable for the best interests of the service, as well as from the 
increased difficulty of procuring advantageous sites, which will necessa-
rily result from delay. The amount asked by the colonel commandant 
of the corps for this purpose was $175,000, which, in accordance with 
your instructions, was reduced to $100,000 for the present year. 
In relation to the proposed estimate for clerks to the commandant and 
staff of the corps, which is submitted in connexion with the general esti-
mate for the corps, the letter from the adjutant and inspector, which ac-
companies it, contains all the information which has been furnished to 
the Board with the estimate. The Board do not recommend an appropria-
tion for them, in conformity with your instructions, and from a belief that 
the existing arrangement will answer for the present. 
N 1.VY CoMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 




JNO. B. NICOLSON. 
A statement cf tl1e p1·oceedings lzad 1tnder tlze laws for the gradual improve-
ment cf' the na~-y. 
Contracts have been made for the delivery of the frame timber for fif-
teen ships of the line, for eighteen frigates, fifteen sloops·of-war, nine 
Bteamers, and nine brigs or schooners ; and for certain quantities of mast 
and spar timber, beam pieces, iron and copper. 
Of the contracts ~or live·oak frame timber, there have been completed 
but four for ships of the line, seven for frigates, six for sloops-of-war, and 
two fol' brigs or schooners; partial deliveries have been made, and con-
tractors are still engaged upon all the others, excepting for one ship of the 
line, and for a steamer and schooner. The contractors for these are re-
:por~ed to have died, and, with your assent, proposals have been recently 
mvtted from other persons to furnish them. 
The construction of two steamers has been continued under the condi-
tional appropriations made for them in 1839 and 1840; and it is expected 
t~1ey will be ready for service in 1841, if the necessary further appropria-
twn shall be made. 
The following statement shows more in detail the objects and amount 
of expenditure up to the 30th of September last, and the balance which, 
under the provisions of the act making appropriations for the navy for 
1840, will hereafter be accounted for, under the general head of" increase 
and repairs of the navy, &c. :" 
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Cost of dry dock at Charlestown, Massachusetts ~ 
Cost of dry dock at Gosport, Virginia ·-




Cost of timber-sheds and other buildings in navy yards -
Cost of labor in receiving and stowing timber, &c. 
Cost of purchase of land and preservation of live oak 
Cost of 1,035,940 cubic feet of live-oak timber 
Cost of 470,852 cubic feet of white-oak timber 
Cost of 11,893 white-oak knees 
72,333 19 
• 1,37 4,373 OS 
163,598 35 
64,313 15 
98,862 60 Cost of 308,323 cubic feet of yellow-pine plank stocks -
Cost of 180,455 cubic feet of yellow-pine beams, carlings, 
&c. 
Cost of 62,629 cubic feet of mast and spar timber 
Cost of 683,259 pounds (57,571 sheets and 532 plates) of 
copper 
Cost of 1,873,201 pounds of bolts, spikes, and nails, of 
copper 
Cost of 4,214,623 pounds of iron -
Transferred to exploring expedition 
Bxpended on steamers, under appropriations of 1839 and 








Total expended to 1st of October, 1840 - 5,351,439 94 
Total appropriated - - - 6,000,000 00 
Balance transferred to general appropriation for increase 
and repairs, &c. - 648,560 06 
This balance is now incorporated in the general head of appropriation 
for the increase and repair of the navy, &c., as are the materials which 
have been procured under this special appropriation. 
C. MORRIS, 
NAVY CoM:'\HSSIONERs' OFFICE, 
December 4, 1840. 
G. 
L. WARRINGTON, 
JNO. B. NICOLSON. 
Report of proceedings under the head of apptopriation for the increase 
and 1·epair of the navy, and for the 1oear and tear of vessels in ~Jam-
mission. ' 
In conformity with the prov.isions of the 4th section of the act of Con-
gress making the appropriations for the support of the navy for 1840, the 
following report is respectfully submitted: 
"The amounts expended during the preceding fiscal year (from 1st 
October, 1839, to 30th September, 1840) for wages of mechanics and 
laborers employed in building, repairing, or equipping vessels of the navy, 
or in receiving and securing stores and materials for those purposes," and 
also the number of days' work which were performed during the same 
time, were as follows, viz : 
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Navy yards. Number of days' Cost of labor. Average price o! 
labor. labor per diem. 
Portsmouth - - 33,043 $46,398 84 $1 40 4m. 
Charlestown - - 48,226 83,643 47 1 73 4 
New York - - 123,650 205,706 17 1 66 3 
Philadelphia - - 48,473 81,807 73 1 68 7 
Washington - - 46,202 63,268 81 1 36 9 
Gosport - - - 134,051 197,923 17 1 47 6 
Pensacola - - - 2,205 3,747 56 1 69 5 
------
Totals - 435,850 682,495 75 1 57 
" The expenditures for the purchase of materials and stores for the 
same purposes," and the cost or estimated value of the stores on hand,. 
under this appropriation, in the navy yards on the 1st October, 1839, or 
at the commencement of the fiscal year 1840; the cost or estimated value 
<>f the articles belonging to this appropriation, which were on hand in the 
navy yards on the 30th September, 1840, or the close of the fiscal year 
1840: 
~avy yards. Value on hand Receipts. Expenditures. Value on hand 
1st Oct. 1839. 1st Oct. 184.0. 
Port~mouth - - $610,658 $99,936 $101,540 $609,054 
Charlestown - ' - 1,56l,718 498,347 321,051 1,739,014 
Brooklyn - - 1,644,110 500,917 446,250 1,698,777 
Philadelphia - - 414,222 211,195 186,822 438,595 
Washington - - 555,688 243,811 271,974 527,525 
Gosport - - 1,4.11,520 324,740 231,872 1,504,388 
Pensacola - - 97,425 34,987 21,423 110,989 
----------
Totals 6,295,341 1,913,933 1,580,932 6,628,342 
Increase of values on hand between the 1st October, 1839, and the 1st 
October, 1840, is $333,001. 
To prevent misapprehension, it may be proper to remark, that the aver-
age price of labor at the respective navy yards, as shown in the first table, 
is in all cases much affected and modified by the relative numbers of dif-
ferent classes of mechanics, and more especially by the common laborers, 
who are employed. The daily wages of the different classes of mechanics 
vary considerably at the same yards, and particularly for common laborers. 
For these last, the price is also much higher at the north, where free 
persons are exclusively employed, than at the south, where slaves are 
extensively employed for all common labor. 
In addition to the reports which are specially required in relation to 
this head of appropriation, the Board respectfully present the following 
statement of the situation of the vessels which are under construction, or 
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are at this time afloat, and which have heretofore formed the subject of 
special reports under special appropriations. 
The present naval force of the United States which is afloat, and con~ 
sidered fit for repair for sea service, consists of one ship of the line of 
three decks; three ships of the line of two decks of the first class, and 
three of the second class ; one razee; five frigates of the first class, and 
two of the second class; twelve sloops of war of the first class, three of 
the second class, and five of the third class; six brigs and schooners ;:. 
one war steamer; one store ship and two store brigs. 'l'here are, also~ 
three small vessels employed on the coast of Florida, and two small. 
steamers at Gosport; all of which were transferred fi·om the 'Var Depart-
ment. There are on the stocks four ships of the line, of two decks, of the 
first class; seven frigates of the first class ; and two sea steamers. All of 
these vessels are either in a condition for actual service, or might be pre-
pared in the course of a few months, with the exception of two ships of 
the line of the second class, which require very extensive repairs, and are 
at the navy yard, New York, where there is no dry dock in which they 
might be placed to repair them. 
·rwo other frigates, (the Java and Hudson,) though condemned as unfit 
for repair for sea service, will still answer for some harbor uses. 'rhe 
frigate Guerriere has been condemned as altogether unworthy of repair, 
and orders have been given to break her up. The sloop of war Natchez-
has also been condemned, and has been broken up during the present 
year. 
Of the vessels which are now afloat and fit for repair, five ships of the 
line and three frigates were built under the law for the gradual increase 
of the navy. One of the frigates, no longer fit for sea service, was pur-
chased from the same appropriation. All the other vessels were built, or 
have been rebuilt, under special appropriations, or from the annual appro-
priations for "repairs of vessels, &c." 
Of the vessels which have been authorized by special appropriations, 
all have been built or commenced, excepting one of the six small vessels 
which were authorized by the act of 3d March, 1837. Only five of these 
vessels were built, in consequence of the insufficiency of the appropriation 
to meet a further expenditure. It is proposed to commence the construc-
tion of the sixth vessel during the present year, if the amount which may 
be appropriated under this general head " for increase and repair of the 
uavy, &c." will justify it; and that it shall be arranged for the use of 
steam, it being supposed that no legal objection exists to such an arrange-
ment, as the act which authorized the vessel imposes no other limit than 
the extent of the armament. 
It is also proposed, if it should meet with the approbation of Congress, 
that measures be taken for preparing materials to construct another frigate, 
to take the place and bear the name of the Guerrierc, which has just been 
condemned. 
The two steamers which are building at the navy yards, New York 
and Philadelphia, will, it is expected, be completed in the course of 1841 ; 
and it is considered a desirable object that the frigate Congress should 
also be completed in the course of the same year. 
C. MORRIS, 
L. WARRINGTON, 
JNO. B. NICOLSON. 
NAVY CoMMISSIONERS' OFFicE, December 4, 1840. 
.a 
List of vessels in comr}tission rif eaclt squadron, their commanders and statwns, on the 1st of Octobe·r, 1840. 
I 1 
Cllss. I Name. Commanders of vessels. I Commanders of squadrons. 
Shipofline Ohio . Capta~n E. A. F. Lavallette- Commodore Isaac Hull • 
Frigate Brandywmc - I Captmn W. C.r Bolton . -
Sloo Cyane - I Commander "\'\ . K. Lat1mer 
Frio-~te Constitution - Captain Daniel Turner - I Commodore A. Claxton -
Slo~p . St. Louis - Commander French Forrest 
Schooner- Shark - Lieutenant A. Bigelow , ., . 
Frigate Potomac - Captain L. Kearney . I Commodore C. G. R1dgely 
Sloop - Marion 1 Commander "\V. J. Belt -
Sloop - Decatur - 1 Commander H. \V. Ogden -
Sloop Concord - Commander ,y_ Boerum -
Schooner- Enterprise Lieut. L. M. Goldsborough . 
Frigate - Macedonian - Captain L. Rousseau . Commo. W. B. Shu brick-
Sloop - Levant - Commander Joseph Smoot- 1 -
Sloop - Warren Commander ·yy_ Jamesson- I -
Frigate - Constellation - I Commodore John Downes - Commodore J. Downes -
Sloop - Boston - Com'der S. W. Sttingham -
Sloop Vincennes - Lieutenant Charles Wilkes- I Lieutenant C. w ·ilkes 
Sloop - Peacock - Lieutenant "\V. L. Hudson-
Brig - Porpoise - Lieutenant C. Ringgold 
Brig - Dolphin - Commander C. H. Bell 
Schooner- Grampus Lieutenant J. S. Paine 
Sloop - Preble Commander S. L. Breese -
Steam-ship Fulton - Captain John T. Newton -
Schooner- Flirt - . Lieut. J. T. McLaughlin • 1 }'rransfld from the "\Var{ 
Schooner- "\Vave - I Lieutenant John Rodgers -
1 
Department to the 









Coast of Brazil. 
Coast of Brazil. 
Coast of Brazil. 
Destined for coast of Brazil. 




Destined for the East Indies. 




Coast of Africa. 
Coast of Afi·ica. 
Eastern coast United States. 
Atlantic coast. 
Coast of Florida. 
Coast of Florida. 
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I. 
List of deaths in the nam;, as ascertained at the Department, since the 1st 
of December, 1839. 
Name and rank. Date. Place. 
Captains. 
Isaac Chauncey - Jan. 27, 1840 Washington. 
David Deacon - Feb. 22, 1840 Burlington, N.J. 
Commanders. 
Edward B. Babbit Sept. 9, 1840 Chelsea, Mass. 
John White April14, 1840 Boston. 
Lieutenants. 
John E. Prentiss- July 5, I 1840 Marblehead, Mass. 
William G. Woolsey Oct. 25, 1840 Brooklyn, N. Y. 
R. R. Pinkham - Oct. 27, 1839 Pacific ocean. 
Alexander C. Maury June 23, 1840 Sumter county, Ala. 
William Lambert March 15, 1840 Washington. 
John Weems May 29, 184.0 Philadelphia. 
James R. Sully - Jan. 28, 184.0 Richmond, Va. 
Surgeon. 
Mifllin Coulter - Oct. 12, 184.0 Baltimore. 
Purser. 
Andrew McD. Jackson - Oct. 31, 184.0 New York. • 
Passed midshipmen. 
Stephen W. Wilkinson - Nov. 14, 1839 Pensacola, Florida. 
James W. E. Reid May, 1839 Lost with the Sea-Gull, at-
tached to the exploring 
expedition, off Cape Horn. 
Frederick A. Bacon May, 1839 Do. do. do. 
Midshipman. 
Jesse E. Duncan- Jan. 1, 1840 Baltimore. 
Masters. 
Cornelius Bennett Aug. 18, 1840 Warren, R. I. 
Bamuel C. Hixon Sept. 9, 184.0 Navy yard, Boston. 
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!-Continued. 
Name and rank. Date. Place. 
Boatswains. 
John Ball March 8, 1839 At Singapore. 
William M. Cooper Oct. 3, 1840 Navy yard, Boston. 
Gunner. 
John R. Covington - Nov. 4, 1840 Navy yard, Boston. 1 
Marine corps. 
Major Charles R. Broom - Nov. 14, 1840 Washington 
First Lieutenant Thomas 
L. C. Watkins- Oct. 30, 1840 New York' 
Navy agent. 
Elias Kane Oct. 3, 1840 Washington. 
\ 
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K. 
List o/ aismissionsfrom the navy since the 1st of December, 1839. 
Name and rank. 
Lieutenant. 
John L. Ball 
Pursers. 
Josiah .Colston 
Peyton A. Southall 
James Brooks 
Passed .J1.idshipmen. 
William S. Ringgold 




William M. Green -
James Riddle, jun. 
Davis Ryan, (acting) 
Miles Cary, (acting) 
Newton Crisel, (acting) 
Gunners. 
John H. Ryder, (acting) -
Edward W. Disney, (acting) 
Carpenter. 
John Hayden, (acting 
Date of dismission. 
January 17, 1840. 
March 21, 1840. 
1\farch 21, 1840. 
July 20, 18,10. 
August 4, 1840. 
January 11, 1840. 
February 15, 1840. 
February 11, 184.0. 
September 19, 1840. 




July 7, 1840. 
March 6, 1840. 
July 7, 1840 
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L. 
List of 1·esignati<ms in tlte navt} since the 1st of December, 1839. 




John C. Mercer 
Passed Mi~ltipma11. 
I 
Richard M. Tillotson 
Mi~ltipmen. 
Wm. C. Brashears 
Terence Armant, (acting) -
Luther Martin, (acting) 
James D. Morrison 
Felix G. Mayson -
Charles R. Slade -
Howard Tillotson -
John L. Toomer -
Thomas P. Alston, (acting) 
George F. Cunningham, (acting) -
Wilson Hunt, (acting) -
PrOfessor of li·Iatltematics. 
John Nooney 
Boatswains. 
John Dunderdale, (acting) 
Robert Whitaker - -
James Simpson, (acting) -
Carpenters. 
L. McKay, (acting) 
David Marple, (acting) 
Sail11wker. 
Josiah Faxon, (acting) 
~9 
·when accepted. 
30th June, 1840. 
26th September, 1840. 
17th October, 1840. 
20th December, 1839. 
17th July, 1840. 
23d April, 1840. 
31st December, 1839. 
12th September, 1840. 
17th April, 1840. 
12th March, 1840. 
23d September, 1840. 
6th October, 1840. 
20th August, 1840. 
5th September, 1840. 
13th May, 1840. 
lOth October, 1840. 
30th June, 1840. 
13th January, 184.0. 
29th August, 1840. 
20th April, 1840. 




Suppression of th9 slave trade, Ullder act of 3d Marcl1 1 1819. CR. 
!1:1-
~ 
1839, Nov. 14 j To balance in the Traasury I $7,433 37 II 1839, Nov. 25 J By paid John Berry, quarter 
gunner, for bounty on re-
captured Africans- - I $17 61 
Dec. 9 I By labor at Gosport yard, for 
the Colonization Society - I 448 66 
1840, January I By labor at Gosport yard, for 
the Colonization Society - 979 36 
By paid Nathaniel Williams, ~ 
for travelling to New York 100 00 0 
By paid "\Vm. Wheelan, sur- ? 
geon, for portion of $1,550 22 60 ~ By paid 'rhomas Buchanan, ? 
agent, for one year's salary 1,500 00 
~ 
. 3,068 23 
Nov. 14 I By balance unexpended with 
thenavyagent, Washington ~~5 14 
r,433 37 II , I . . 7,433 37 
Doc. No. 2. 45l 
Nl. 
PENSION OFFICE, Novembm· 24, 1840. 
SIR: I have the honor to transr;nit herewit)l., for the purpose of laying 
before Congress, in conformity with the third section of the act of the 
lOth of July, 1832, entitled "An act for the regulation of the navy and 
privateer pension and navy hospital funds," three lists containing the 
names of the pensioners paid out of the navy pension fund, the dates and 
amount of their respective pensions, and the dates of the acts of Con-
gress under which they have been granted. I also present the following 
statement as to the sale of stock belonging to the navy pension fund, 
which has been effected since l have had the charge of the navy pen-
sion business under the act of the 4th of March last. On the 1st of 
October, 1839, the following stocks belonged to the navy pension fund : 
City of Cincinnati 5 per cent. - $100,000 
City of Washington 5 per cent. 57,739 
Bank of Washington - 14,000 
Union Bank of Georgetown - 11,400 
, State of Illinois 6 per cent. 70,000 
253,139 
On the 28th of December last, the Illinois State stock, which was 
originally purchased at $106, was sold at public auction at the following 
rates: 
$20,000 at the rate of 63~; 
25,000 at the rate of 63; 
10,000 at the rate of 62!£-; 
10,000 at the rate of 62:!; 
5,000 at the rate of 62!. 
Since December last, $24,400, in Washington city corporation 5. per 
cent. stock, have been sold at auction for the purpose of paying pen-
sioners. The amount now on hand, therefore, is, at its nominal value, 
only $158,739. 
By the statement from the Fourth Auditor's office, it will be seen that 
the Bank of America advanced, on a deposite of Cincinnati corporation 
stock, the sum of $50,000. This sum deducted from $158,739, leaves 
only $108,739 of stock at its nominal yalue. To pay the pensioners now 
on the rolls, at least $110,000 will be wanted in 1841; and this sum 
added to the debt due the Bank of America, will make $160,000. 
$10,000 will be required the ensuing year, in all probability, to meet de-
mands arising from new claims; making an aggregate of $170,000 which 
will be wanted for1841. The sum of $17,833 44, accruing from the sale 
of Washington stocks, has not been carried to the credit of the navy 
pension fnnd, hecause the account of sales was not rendered sufficiently 
early to be iucludcd in the Fourth Auditor's account, which is usually 
made up to the 30th of September, the termination of the fiscal year. The 
sum of $7,248 19 to the r-redit of the fund on the 1st of October ultimo, 
has been nearly absorbed since that time. Of that sum, there now re-
mains only $814 17. The actual amount of available funds is now. 
'therefore, as follows : 
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Stocks sold, not accounted for in Auditor's statement 
Balance in the Treasury 
- $17,833 4.( 
814 17 
18,647 61. 
From $170,000 deduct this amount, and there will be re-
quired for 1841 the sum of - 151,352 39 
170,000 ()() 
----
Accompanying this letter is a statement containing an account of sales 
()f $22,000 of Washington city stock. No formal account has yet been 
rendered of the sale of the balance, amd'unting to $2,400. 
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissioner of Pensi<ma-
Hon. J. K. PAULDING, 
Secretary of the Natty. 
:Doc. No. '2. 463 
N2. 
Alpilabeticallist of invalid navy pensioners, complete to the 31st of October, 
1840. 





























































































































































Commencement -.::: ActsofCongr ..c::o 
Rank. of pension. "E .til under whiclt. 
o<=:: allowed. ::s~ 
ess 
Marine - - March I, 1801 $300 April 23, 1800 
Seaman - - March 1, 1815 500 do. 
Sailingmaster - January 1, 1815 20 00 do. 
Seaman - - August 1, 1814 600 do. 
Captain - - January 1, 1814 50 00 do. 
Q.uarter gunner - August 1, 1829 4 50 do. 
Seaman - - October 6, 1812 3 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - July HI, 1814 800 do. 
Seaman - - August 1, 1825 5 00 do. 
~eaman - - Feb. 17, 1836 600 do. 
Q.uarter gunner - Dec. 31, 1836 5 62! do. 
Seaman - - July 25, 1838 3 00 do. 
0 rdinary seaman - Dec. 18, 1835 2 50 do. 
Yeoman - - Dec. 7, 1838 7 50 do. 
Seaman - - Nov. 21, 1837 400 do. 
Passed midshipman Jan. 22, 1837 83! do. 
Ordinary seaman - August 1, 1814 8 00 do. 
Seaman - - June 2-2, 1829 6 00 do. 
Q.uarter gunner - April 17, 1813 9 00 do. 
Boatswain - - July 4, 1814 900 do. 
Ordinary seaman - July 26, 182-2 500 do. 
Seaman - - Dec. 14, 1814 600 do. 
Master's mate - Dec. 10, 1813 9 00 do. 
Seaman - - Nov. . 24, 1834 G 00 do. 
Seaman - - July 3, 1823 600 do. 
Marine - - June ·1, 1829 300 do. 
Seaman - - March 5, 1830 3 00 do. 
Q.uarter gunner - Dec. 30, 1814 4 50 do. 
Seaman - - July 1, 1829 6 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - Dec. 1, 1814 4 00 do. 
Marine - - June 12, 1815 3 00 do. 
Seaman - - June 28, 1815 500 do. 
Midshipman - Nov . 22, 1823 4 75 do. 
Ordinary seaman - May 15, 1814 5 00 do. 
Marine - - June 1, 1B30 4 00 do. 
Seaman - - July 5, 1834 300 do. 
Marine - - March 1, 1814 3 00 do. 
Seaman - - Feb. 28, 1819 6 00 do. 
Seaman - - August 23, 1823 6 00 do. 
Seaman - - Sept. 10, 1813 6 00 do. 
Marine - - July 1, 1802 600 do. 
Seaman - - Sept. 1, 1826 600 do. · 
Ordinary seaman - July 5, 1833 4 00 do. 
Midshipman - June 17, 1834 900 do. 
Master-at-anus - March 18, 1835 4 50 do. 
Seaman - - Nov. 2\l, 1815 5 00 do. 
Q.narter gunner - Nov. 1, 1826 9 00 do. 
Q.uarteimastcr - May .30, 1834 300 do. 
Captain's steward - May 19, 1834 600 do. 
Marine - - May 18,1836 3 50 do. 
Q.uarter gunner - August 28, 1815 8 00 do. 
Gunner - - August 10, 1809 500 do. 
Orclinary seaman - July 6, 1836 500 do. 
Quarter gunner - Feb. 24, 1837 750 do. 
Q.narter gunner - October 2\l, 1833 aoo do. 
Seaman - - April 27, 1813 :1 00 do. 
Quartermaster - Dec. 7 1837 400 do. 
Doc. No. !l. 
N 2-Continued. 
Commencement >, • ActsofCongr -= ..c=oNames of pensioners. Rank. of pension. d•;;j under which o::: allowed. ~~ 
ess 
---
James Barker - - Quartermaster - April 20, 1836 $8 00 April 23, 1800. Alfred Batts - - Ordinary seaman - October24, 1833 500 do. James Barron - - Captain - - June 2'2, 1807 25 00 do. Robert Butler - - Quarter gtmner - April 30, 1835 3 75 do. John Brown, 4th - - Seaman - - August 31, 1825 300 do. George T. Bassett - Surgeon - - AugLtSt 20, 1830 2500 do. Edward Berry - - Seaman - - July 4, 1837 450 do. William B. Brmm - Gunner - - July 4, 1835 250 do. Leonard Chase - - Ordinary seaman - August I, 1828 5 00 do. John Clements - - Seaman - - Dec. 29, 1812 600 do. Robert Cathcart - - Seaman - - Sept. 20, 1816 600 do. George Cornell - - Carpenter's mate - Sept. 10, 1813 900 do. John C. ChaElin - - Seaman - - May 21, 1831 G 00 do. Nathaniel C apman - Q.uarter gunner - June 10, 1815 900 do. James Cole - - Seaman. - - May 1, 1823 500 do. John Collins - - Seaman - - Feb. !J, 18I:l 600 do. Francis Covenh01•en - Ordinary seaman - June 2"2, 1807 a 75 do. John Cole - - Ordinary seaman - Feb. fi, 1832 500 do. Robert Carson - - Ordinary seaman - June :lG, 18'2! 500 do. Daniel H. Cole - - Marine - - Dec. 27, 183:l 300 do. George Coomes - - Seaman - - July I, 1825 800 do. Enos R. Childs - - Midshipman - April 2, 1823 950 do. William Cantrill - Marine - - April 8, 1830 200 do. Stephen Champlin - Lieutenant - - Sept. 3, 1814 2000 do. Edward Carr - - Seaman - - May 13, 1835 600 do. William Cook - - Cabin cook - June ao, 1836 4 50 do. John Clough - - Sai!iugmaster - June 4, 1829 15 00 do. David Connor - - Lieutenant - - May 23, 1815 16 663 do. Alexander Claxton - Midshipman - October 18, 1812 7 12~ do. Horatio N. Crabb - 1st Iieut. marine corps January 1, 1831 750 do. John S. Chauncy - Midshipman - Sept. 30, 1817 4 75 do. Thomas R. Clarke - Ordinary seaman - Feb. 18, 1823 250 do. Edward Cardcven - Seaman - - Feb. 2R, 1836 300 do. John Clark - - Seaman - - May 31,1825 aoo do. John Clark - - Boatswain's mate - Jan . 15, 18:'!8 7 12t do. Horace Carter - - Landsman - - Feb. 2G, 1837 200 do. John Conklin - - Seaman - ' Dec. 31, 1837 300 do. Michael Collins - Seaman - - April 2'2, 1R:'l1 450 rlo. Thomas J. Clarke - Carpenter's mate - April 27, IS:l!J 2 37~ do. Ge,>rge Cole - - Seaman - - Dec. 20, 1839 600 do. R. B. Cunningham - Lieutenant - - March 2:>, lfHO 12 50 do. John Davidson - - Lieutenant - - March 1, 1801 2000 do. Stillman Dodge - - Ordinary seaman - May I , 1831 a 33i do. Jolm Dunn - - Marine - - July 1, !SIR aoo do. Jacob Dornes - - Seaman - - July I, 180-2 8 50 do. John Daniels - - Qua rtermasrer - Sept. 7, 1816 !JOO do. Richard Dunn - - Seaman - - January 1, 1829 600 do. Samuel Daykin - - Marine - - October 22, 1S:34 aoo do_ John Diragen - - Seaman - - Dec. 22, 1815 500 do. Matthias Dougla~s - Seaman - - April 23, 1814 ]() 00 do. Owen Deddolph - - Gunner - - June 25, J8U 500 do. William Dunn - - Gunner - - October 8, 1835 1000 do. Daniel Denvers - - Marine - - October22, 1835 300 i!o. Joseph Dalrymple - Seaman - - Feb. 24, 1811 4 50 do. Marmaduke Dove - Sailingmaster - April 20, 1833 500 do. John Downes - - Master commandant Nov. 2R, JRJ3 10 00 do. John A. Dickason - Carpenter - - Aug. J9, 1Rar> 3 33! do. Ebenezer Day - - Ordinary seaman - June 1, 1813 1 6Gt do. .James Darley - - Ordinary seaman - l\'farch 1, 1R38 500 do. James Dixon · - - Seaman - - No1•. 11, 1835 300 do. Timothy Donigan - Ordinary seaman - A ril 27, 1837 1150 do. p 
Names of pensioners. 






Acts of Congress 
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James Dunham - - Gtmner - -
Ebenezer Evans - - Seaman - -
Thomas Edwards - Q.uarlerma: ler -
Jesse Elam - - Marine - -
Gardner Edwards - Ordinary seaman -
Thomas English - - Ordinary seaman -
William Evans - - Marine - -
Abner Enos - - Master's mate -
Francis H. Ellison - Sailingmaster -
D. S. Edwards - - Surgeon's mate -
Alvin Edson - - 1st lieut.marinc corps 
George Edwards - - Boy, (1st class) -
Francis Elliott - - Marine - -
James Eddo - - Captain of foreca t.le 
Standish F. Edwards - Seaman - -
Edward Field - - Surgeon's mate. -
Robert Forsaith - - Marine - -
John F'allahee - - Landsman - -
N . S. Farrell - - Marine - -
William Farrell - - Seaman - -
Moses F'reuch -' - Seaman - -
Alfred Fisher - - Seaman - -
William Farrar - - Q.uarterma~ter -
Michael Fitzpatrick - Master-at-arms -
Pet Foley - - Marine - -
Wi\liam F'hgg • - Lieutenant - -
James Ferguson - - Sailingma~tcr -
Jack Flood - - Seaman - -
William Fitzgerald Seaman - -
George Fitzgerald - Seaman - -
Andrew W. Fleming - Seaman - -
John Geyer - - Seaman - -
Samuel H. Green - Quartermaster -
John Grant - - Ordina¥y seaman -
Anthony Gerome - Seaman - -
William Gregory - Marine .. -
John Grant - - Seaman - -
William Gunnison - Ordinary seaman -
Patrick Gilligan - - Marine - -
James Grant - - Seaman - -
Peter Green - - Seaman - -
Chester Goodell - - Ordinary seaman -
Charles Gordon - - Ordinary seaman -
William Gillen - - Seaman - -
Jerry Gardner - - Ordinary seaman -
Anthony Gale - - Lt. col. marine corps 
James Good - - Seaman - -
John M. Garr - - Steward - -
James Glass - - Sergeant mar. corps 
William M. Goodshall - Seaman - -
Richard Gilbody - - Ordinary seaman -
John Granso - - Captain of main-top 
Daniel GarJncr - - Ordinary seaman -
Uriah Hanscomb - Ordinary seaman -
James Hatch - - Q.uarter gunner -
James D. Hammond - Seaman - -
John Hamilton - - Seaman - . -
Elijah L. Harris - - Marine - -
John Hoxse - - Seaman - -
Garret Henricks - - Seaman - -
July 4,1828 
March 2, 1813 
January 1, 18'23 
August 1, 1828 
June 4, 1814 
May 14,1832 
May 1, 18'27 
June 4, 1830 
Dec. 27, 1830 
June 28, 1822 
Feb. 6,1832 
May 21, 1837 
April 20, 1838 
Jan. 16, 1835 
May 11 , 1837 
July 1, 1801 
May 18, 1799 
August 1, 1827 
May 10,1830 
June 1, 1829 
April 14, 1834 
May 15, 1835 
April 21, 1834 
June 4, 1829 
June 27, 1837 
Oct. 31, 1800 
Feb. 19, 1827 
July 7, 18.37 
Dec. 31, 1836 
October 11, 1838 
Dec. 20, 1839 
April 6, 1815 
January 1, 1819 
July 1, 1831 
January 1, 1832 
May 28, 1830 
May 20,1813 
Nov. 21, 1833 
June 4, 1829 
April 9, 1829 
April 3, 1827 
Dec. 12, 1834 
May 11,1835 
January 1, 1832 
January 14, 1818 
January 5, 1835 
January 1, 18'29 
Nov. 11, 1832 
October 2l, 183G 
July 15, 1825 
Jan. 14, 1826 
March 30, 1838 
March 28, 1814 
October 16, 1799 
July 1, 1814 
Dec. 29, 1812 
May l, 1827 
Sept. 25, 1833 
August 15, 1800 




























































































April 2, 181G. 




























*Increased from $15 to S25, to take efiect from the 1st of July, 1838. 
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John H<1tkins . . Corporal's mate . July 1, 1814 $7 00 April 23, 1800. 
Roswell ale - . Ordinary seaman . Dec. 25, 1819 500 do. 
William Harringbrook - Seaman - . Feb. 18, 1814 600 do. 
John Hogan - . Seaman . . March 4, 1830 300 do. 
John Hall - . Quartermaster - October20, 1830 450 do. 
Henry Hervey - . Seaman - - March 8, 1834 4 00 do. 
William Hamilton - Seaman - - July 1, 1829 6 00 do. 
Isaac Harding - - Seaman . - May 9, 1834 500 do. 
Samuel Hambleton . Purser . . Sept. 10, 1813 20 00 do. 
John Harris . . Quarter gunner - August 1, 1827 450 dcr. 
Simon Hillman - - Ordinary seaman . July 3, 1815 4 00 do. 
John Hussey - . Ordinary seaman - January 1, 1832 500 do. 
John J. Hardy - . Seaman - - June 25, 1FH3 600 do. 
Joshua Howell - - Ordinary seaman - June 30, 1836 5 00 do. 
vVilliam L. Hudson - Sailingmaster . July f>, 1817 15 00 do. 
Elias Hughes - - Ordinary seaman - August 28, 1837 500 do. 
Ephraim Hathaway - Landsman - - June 15, 1838 4 00 do. 
Alexander Hamilton . Boatswain's mate - May 31, 1838 7 12t do. 
J . L. C. Hardy - - Midshipman - .T uly :n, 1821 4 75 do. 
Benjamin Harrod - Seaman - . October 28, 1836 :{ 00 do. 
Thomas Huntley - Seaman - . August 31, 1837 300 do. 
Horatio N. Harrison .. Passed midshipman July 15, 1838 650 do. 
Robert Hazlett - - Musician mar. corps Dec. 12, 1836 200 do. 
Samuel F. Holbrook . Carpenter - - Sept. 30, 18'>..0 500 do. 
Henry Hampton - - 0 rd inary seaman - June 14, 1840 1 66} do. 
John Joyce - . Ordinary seaman - August 30, 1839 3 75 do. 
David Jenkins - - Seaman - - August 1, 1828 6 00 do. 
James Jackson - - Seaman - - March 4, 1816 5 00 do. 
John Johnson - - Seaman - - March 28, 1814 GOO do. 
Thomas Jackson, 2d - Quartermaster . June 1, 1813 9 00 do. 
Sylvester Jameson - Seaman - - August 1, 1828 600 do. 
Edward Ingram - . Boatswain - - April 1, 1831 500 do. 
Thomas Ap. C. Jones - Lieutenant - - Dec. H, 1814 25 00 do. 
James Jeffers . - Ordinary seaman . Dec. 7, 1805 600 do. 
Obadiah Johnson - Ordinary seaman - April 1, 1819 500 do. 
Lewis Jones - - Seaman . - October 27, 1835 600 do. 
Richworth Jordon . Seaman - - March 15, 1R36 6 00 do. 
Henry Jackson - - Captain of fore-top - Sept. 20, 1836 3 75 do. 
William Jones - - Boy - - August 24, 1814 2 25 do. 
Henry Irwin - - Marine - - Feb. 20, 1837 1 75 do. 
Gilbert Jones . . Ordinary seaman . June :{0, 1R15 2 f)() do. 
Ichabod Jackson - . Seaman - . Jan. 25, 1837 4 f)() do. 
Michael Johnson - Seaman - . Jan. 31, Hl12 3 00 do. 
JD5eph Jennette - - Captain ofmizen-top June 12, 1838 2 33t do. 
JD5eph Jackson . - Cook - - October 29, 1839 1 50 do. 
James Kelly - - Marine - - August 24, 181·1 450 do. 
John Kenney - - Quarter gunner - July 1, 1825 450 do. 
George Kensinger - Master-at-arms - May 22, 1819 900 do. 
Daniel Kleiss - - Ordinary seaman • May 6, 1829 5 00 do. 
Nicholas Kline - - Sergeant mar. corps January 1, 1832 500 do. 
William Kennear . Marine - - April 3, 1834. 300 do. 
William C. Keene - Master-at-arms . Sept. 10, 1818 !100 do. 
Thomas Kelly . - Seaman - - April '?5, 1815 100 do. 
Joseph Kelly . - Seaman - - October 31, 1835 450 do. 
Benr~eeling - - Gunner - - August 30, 18:{1 500 do. 
John e~an - - Quartermaster - March 27, 1830 6 00 do. 
Thomas owse - - Quartermaster . October 11, 1813 900 do. 
John Kiggan - - Ordinary seaman - April 30, 1838 250 do. 
Andrew Key - - Boatswain's mate - July 9, 1839 19 00 do. 
Richard Lee - - Quartermaster - July 1, 1&20 600 do. 
John d - - Marine - - June 8 1819 300 do. Lloy 
Doc. No. 2. 45-7 
N 2-Continued. 
>,• 
ActsofCongres:s Commencement -a ..=o 
Names of pensioners. Rank. of pension. ~·;;j under which 
oa allowed. ~& 
----------· --------
l>aac Lanf:ley - - Ordinary seaman - Dec. 1, 1814 $5 ()() April 2.1, 1800. 
Timothy ane - - Cook - - March 25, 1816 800 do. 
John Lewis - - Boatswain's mate - January 1, 1832 9 00 do. 
James Lloyd - - Marine - - April 5, 183-1 1!00 do. 
John Lagrange - - Seaman - - Nov. 30, 1834. 450 do. 
Peter Lewis - - Ordinary seaman - July 30, 1837 500 do. 
John Luscomb - - Ordinary seaman - Jan. 15, 1838 2 50 do. 
John Lovelv - - Seaman - - Aw·il 23, 1835 600 do. 
John Leonard - - Seaman - - Ju y 1, 1829 900 do. 
John G. Lanman - Quarter gunner - June 20, 1836 7 50 do. 
Edward Libbis - - Ordinary seaman - June 11, 1836 1 66i do. 
Robert Lewis - - Steward - - Sept. 5, 1830 6 75 do. 
Matthew F. Maury - Lieutenant - - October 18, 1839 12 50 do. 
James Merrill - - Ordinary seaman - October23, 1819 500 do. 
Colton Murray - - Boatswain's mate - August 1, 1831 !l ()() . do. 
Enoch M. Miley - - Quarter gunner - March 28, 1814 800 do. 
Petar McMahon - - Ordinary seaman - Nov. 2, 1807 GOO do. 
Andrew l\Iattison - Seaman - - Sept. 10, 1813 500 do. 
Patrick McLaughlin - Ordinary seaman - Nov. 1, 1815 500 do. 
Charles Moore - - Seaman - - Augu~t 5, 1822 600 do. 
Giles Manchester - Ordinary seaman - May 1, 1827 500 do. 
John Myers - - Seaman - - Nov. 1, 182'3 600 do. 
Jo:;eph Marks - - Seaman - - May 1, 1827 600 do. 
Samuel Mclsaacs - Boy - - July 30, 181-J 5 00 do. 
James Moses - - Purser's steward - April 23, 1816 900 do. 
William Moran - - Seaman - - Dec. 5, 1815 600 do. 
l".nos Marks - - Ordinary seaman - Feb. Hi, 1815 500 do. 
John H. McNeale - Seaman - - June 1, 1832 300 do. 
John Mitchell - - Quartermaster - June 11, 1832 8 00 do. 
Matthew McMurray - Seaman - - Sept. 1, 1827 600 do. 
Thoma~ Miller - - Seaman - - October 23, 1829 400 do. 
Matthia.~ McGill - - Seaman - - May 28, 1814 800 do. 
John Moore - - Seaman - - Dec. 4, 1817 600 do. 
Archibald Moffat - Ordinary seaman - June 1, 1832 500 do. 
John Meigs - - Seaman - - July 1, 1819 10 ()() do. 
Thoma~ Murdock - Seaman - - June 30, 1836 600 do. 
John Munroe - - Seaman - - July 2.Z, 1835 300 do. 
Richard Merchant - Marine - - June 30, 1824 1 75 do. 
John McThfahon - - Ordinary seaman - July 9, 1836 500 do. 
Samuel Miller - - Captain mar. corps April 24,1814 10 ()() do. 
James McDonnell - Seaman - - Dec. 31, 1836 300 do. 
Chari<·~ Morris - - Lieutenant - - August 19, 1812 12 50 do. 
John T. McLaughlin - Passed midshipman Feb. 8, 1837 9 37~ do. 
Jacoh }larks - - Marine - - June 30, 1810 43i do. 
Geor~e Mar~ hal\ - - Gunner - - March 31, 1825 2 50 do. 
James McDrmnell - Corporal mar. corps Dec. 31, 1814 2 25 do. 
Samnrl Meade - - Seaman - - October 19, 1837 300 do. 
'Villiam P. McArthur - Midshipman - lan. 15, 1838 4 75 do. 
John Mar,ton, jr. - Midshipman - Dec. 31, 1814 4 75 do. 
'William Middleton - Seaman - - Jan. 1, 1837 800 do. 
James Monnt - - Sergeant - - Jnne 7, 1837 3 25 do. 
Edward Myers - - Seaman - - May 27, 18'37 3 00 do. 
HenrU. Mercier - Ordinary seaman - May 20, 1837 1 25 do. 
John . oore - - Seaman - - Jan. 9, 18.18 4 50 do. 
Patrick Murphv - - Ordinary seaman - October 19, 1836 5 00 do. 
'Villiam Mervine - Midshipman - NoY. 28, 1812 3 66ii do. 
John Metzer - - Seaman - - Feb. 26, 1839 3 00 do. 
John Malprine - - Landsman - - Feb. 1, 1839 300 do. 
Jame~ Nickerson - Seaman - - Jan. 15, 1815 600 do. 
John Nugent - - Seaman - - August 14, 1813 600 do. 
John F. Noyer - - Marine - - July 1, 1826 500 dG. 
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William Napier - - Corporal mar. corps July 1, 182G ~H 00 April 23, 1800. John Neilson - - Quarter gunner - Jan. I, 1832 900 do. James Nagle - - Seaman - - Jtme 30 1834 500 do. David Newburg - - Ordinary seaman - April I5: 1836 250. do. Francis B. Nichols - Midshipman - June I , 1818 4 75 do. William Newton- - Ordinary seaman - Sept. lJ' 1814 I 25 do. Isaac Omans - - Seaman - - June 26, 1821 600 do. Samuel Ordiorne - Seaman - - Dec. 24. 1825 600 do. Asael Owens - - Seaman - - Jan. 2-2; I838 3 00 do. Thomas B. Parsons - Seaman - - Sept. I, 1808 600 do. William P erry - - Seaman - - April 9, 18-25 6 00 do. John Peterson - - Ordinary seaman - Sebt. 10, 181:3 500 do. Usher Parsons - - Surgeon - - Fe. 7, 18lG 12 50 do. Stephen Phyfer - - Ordinary seaman - April 1, 1H25 7 00 do. John Piner - - Ordinary seaman - Nov. G, 1828 500 do. Daniel Peck - - Seaman - - Jnly 1, 1829 (j 00 do. John Price - - Seaman - - May 11, 1835 6 00 do. Charles Pasture - - Seaman - - March 4, 1815 5 00 do. Neale Patterson - - Seaman - - July J, 1820 8 00 do. James Perry - - Ship's corporal - Sept. 1 1827 900 do. Thomas Payne - - Salingmaster - Feb. 7:1831 20 00 do. Peter Pierson - - Seaman - - March 20, I83(i GOO do. Payne Perry - - Seaman - - April G, 1815 600 April 2, 1816. Joseph Peck - - Seaman - - October 19, 1836 2 50 April 2:3, 1800. Charles T . Platt - - Lieutenant - - June 4, 18-29 25 00 do. N. A. PrentisS - - Sailingmaster - Nov. 30, 1811 10 00 do. John P ercival - - Lieutenant - - Dec. 22, 18-25 12 50 do. David Porter - - Captain - - Jan. 2-t 1825 40 00 do. Edward Power - - Ordinary seaman - May 27: 1831 500 do. Charles Perry - - Seaman - - Nov. :~o. I837 4 50 do. Henry Powell - - Seaman - - Feb. JO, 1840 3 00 do. David Quile - - Q.u:o~rtermaster - Feb. 20, 1815 5 00 do. Peter Q.uantin - - Ordinary seaman - Dec. 17, 1813 5 00 do. Nathan Rolfe - - Seaman - - Dec. ll, 1813 600 do. James Rodgers - - Sailingmaster - July 2i, 1815 15 ()() do. Edward Ross - - Boy - - Jan. I, 1827 300 do. Edward Rowland- - Ordinary seaman - Sept. 11, II:>J.l 500 do. Rosnante Rhodes - - Seaman - - Dec. 5, I8Hi G Oo do. John Rice - - Seaman - - July J!l, JH:3o (i 00 do. WiJJiam Robinson - Marine - - Jnne 5, I8l7 GOO do. John Rogers - - Captain 's yeoman - May 1H, 183-.l 'i 50 do. John Romeo - - Ordinary seaman - April 6, 18:~8 5 00 do. John Randall - - Marine - - Sept. 2, 1R05 300 do. John Riley - - Marine - - July J, 1H:3I 300 do. John Richards - - Quarter gtmner - October 20, 1829 !) 00 rlo. Benjamin Richardson - i\faster's mate - October 8, 18'29 10 ()(} do. Alonzo Rowley - - Ordinary seaman - March 15, 18:36 500 do. John Roberts - - Seaman - - June l, 18I:l :3 00 do. R. S. Randolph - - Midshipman - October 7, 1815 GOO do. John Revel - - Ordinary seaman - August 20, 18:3:3 250 do. James C. Reed - - Ordinary seaman - March 5, IR:37 250 do. James Roberts - - Quarter gunner - ~ril 1·1, 18:3-.l 1 Bit do. Samuel Rose - - Seaman - - ay 21, 1fl:lG 4 50 do. John Richmond - - Marine - - July :n , 1R16 1 75 do. Samuel Riddle - - Seaman - - June :~o, 1836 :l 00 do. John Robinson - - Ma;tcr's mate - Jan. 3t, 1814 l 25 do. Thomas Riley - - Gunner - - June 2:~. 1887 7 50 do. Burnet Rogan - - Landsman - - June ti, 18a8 2 00 do. James Reid - - Ordinary seaman - Jan. 14, I838 500 do. James Rankin - - Seaman - - June 8, I839 '1 50 do. Jasper Read - - Seaman - - March 28, 1811 300 do. 
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Thomas Ritchie - - Seaman - - May 14, 1839 $3 00 April 23, 1800. 
Nathaniel Staples - Seaman - - May 1, 1833 300 do. 
Aaron Smith - - Ordinary seaman - August 1, 1828 250 do. 
Patrick Scanlon - - Ordinary seaman - Jan. 1, 1811 600 do. 
Benjamin Stevens - Master's mate - June 27, 1814 1000 do. 
Otis Sage- - - Corporal m. corps - Nov. 16, 1835 450 do. 
SteRhen Simpson - - Marine - - Nov. 16, 1835 350 do. 
Wi liam Smith - - Ordinary seaman - June 1, 1827 500 do. 
John Schriver - - Seaman - - April 10, 1811 500 do. 
John Scbrouder - - Seaman - - June 29, 1819 600 do. 
Robert Scatterly - - Seaman - - March 28, 1812 400 do. 
Jonas A. Stone - - Seaman - - April 4, 1829 9()() do. 
William Sitcher - - Musician m. corps- Jan. 1, 1834 350 do. 
Eli Stewart - - Master's mate - May 20, 1814 700 do. 
Harmotl Sutton - - Seaman - - July 1, 1829 300 do. 
William Stockdale - Marine - - July 26, 1816 600 do. 
Thomas Smith - - Boatswain - - April 6,1B15 10 ()() April 2, 1816. 
Thomas J. Still - - Marine - - Jan. 1, 1832 3 00 April 23, 1800 
Richard S. Suter - - Midshipman - Dec. 16, 1814 950 do. 
Charles Sheeter - - Boatswain's mate - Nov. 1, 1832 600 do. 
Robert Sheddin - - Lieutenant - - Dec. 5, 1823 25 ()() do. 
Jacob Sc ri vcr - - Seaman - - March 15, 1836 600 do. 
William Seymour - Seaman - - Feb. 17, 1836 600 do. 
Thomas H. Stevens - Midshipman - Nov. 28, 1812 7 12i do. 
Joseph Smith - - Lieutenant - - Sept. 11, 1814 18 75 do. 
Joseph Smith - - Boatswain - - Dec. 31, 1837 500 do. 
James Shanklin - - Ordinary seaman - June 1, 1813 250 do. 
Leonard Stevens - - Sergeant m. corps - Jan. 27, t8:37 3 25 do. 
Alfretl Smith - - Ordinary seaman - Sept. 27, 1837 2 50 do. 
John Smith - - Seaman - - August 31, 1834 300 do. 
Alexander Smith- - Seaman - - July 26, 1836 300 do. 
James Smith - - Ordinary seaman - Dec. 2,1837 250 do. 
Thomas Stalling - - Ordinary seaman - Nov. 7, 1826 250 do. 
John Strain - - Seaman - - Feb. 28, 1837 4 50 do. 
John Steven~ - - Quartermaster - May 21, 1831 150 do. 
Jeremiah Sullivan - Seaman - - June 30, Hl37 600 do. 
Horace B. Sawyer - Midshipman - J une 3, 1813 1 75 do. 
William Smart - - Ordinary seaman - July 1, 1829 500 do. 
Thomas Smith - - Seaman - - April 5, 1839 200 do. 
James S~iers - - Ordinary seaman - .May 5, 1837 3 75 do. 
Samuel Spooner - - Ordinary seaman - October 15, 1838 1 66! do. 
John Smith, 5th - - Seaman - - May 5, 1837 300 do. 
James Trumbull - - Ordinary seaman - April 6, 1B15 500 April 2, 1816. 
Owen Taylor - - Seaman - - August 19, 1812' 600 April 23, 1800. 
Hcnrv Town~end - Ordinary seaman - Dec. 18, 1814 500 do. 
David Thomas - - Marine - - Jan. 1, 1806 300 do. 
Phillips Tulley - - Seaman - - Jan. 10, 1816 6 00 do. 
Isaa" Thoma~ - - Marine - - October 30, 1826 600 do. 
'Villiam Thompson - Ordinary seaman - May 20, 18'26 750 do. 
John Tarlton . - Ordinarv seaman - May 8,18:33 400 do. 
James Tnll - - Sergeant m. corps - June 29, 1816 5 00 do. 
George Tunstall . - Seaman - - April 14, 1ij36 300 do. 
Thomas Tindlcy - - Seaman - - April (i, 1815 3 00 Apr il 2, 1816. 
James Thompson - Seaman - - June 30, 1836 600 April 23, 1800. 
Julius Terry - - Ordinary seaman - August 31, 1812 500 do. 
R. R. Tinslar - - Surgeon - - Jan . 31, 1830 650 do. 
Peter Tooley - - Marine - - Jan. 27, 183i 3 50 do. 
John Taylor - - Quartermaster - May 31, 18:{9 ROO do. 
Lowis Thomas - - Private m. corps - May 11, 1839 2 6~! do. 
George Turry - - Boatswain - - August 9, 1839 3 33t do. 
Jacob Tonkins - - :\Iarine - - May 31, 1840 350 do. 
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Benjamin Underwood - Ordinary seaman - April 24, 1815 S5 00 April 23, 1800, 
George U~ham - - Marine - - July 12, 1816 300 do. 
William enable - Boatswain's mate - May 2, 1834 4 75 do. 
Gabriel Vanhorn- - Marine - - Dec. 23, 1837 3 50 do. 
Daniel Watson - - Carpenter's matt: - May 10,1838 4: 7'5 do. 
Caleb Wiggins - - Ordinary seaman - May 23, 1814 300 do. 
Peter Vf oodbury - - Quartermaster - March 18, 1813 900 do. 
Reuben Wright - - Carpenter's mate - August 30, 1814 8 00 do. 
John Williams - - Seaman - - July 1, 1818 6 00 do. 
John Waters - - Ordinary seaman - April 24., 1824. 5 00 do. 
William S. Welsh - Seaman - - May 1, 1827 600 do. 
Solomon White - - Seaman - - Feb. 29, 1812 300 do. 
John ·wright, 1st- - Quarter gunner - Sept. 6, 1835 6 00 do. 
Charles W eeks - - Seaman - - Feb. 23, 1830 600 do. 
James B. Wright - Quartermaster - May 1, 1831 900 do. 
Henry Ward - - Quarter gunner - May 27, 1833 900 do. 
Robert M. Wilson - Master's mate - Jan. 1' 1816 10 00 do. 
James Wines - - Seaman - - March 28, 1824 GOO do. 
Thomas Ward - - Captain of foretop - Jan. 14, 18:~5 750 do. 
William Williams - Marine - - July !l, 1838 3 50 do. 
William A. Weaver - Midshipman - June 1, 1813 9 ;,o do. 
Joseph Ward - - Seaman - - July 1, 1818 GOO do. 
James Wilson - - Quartermaster - July 1, 1817 900 do. 
James Williamson - Armorer - - Sept. 1,1831 3 00 do. 
William Whitney - Seaman - - No~·. 1, 1818 8 00 do. 
John A. ''lfebster- - Sailingmaster - Sept. 13, 1814 *20 00 June 30, 1834. 
William Wicks - - Ordinary seaman - August 4, 1813 400 April 23, 1800. 
James Woodhouse - Seaman - - March 17, 1836 GOO do. 
William Ward - - Seaman - - August 1, 1832 G 00 do. 
Charles Wheeler - - Seaman - - October 3, 1836 300 do. 
John Wright, 2d - - Quarter gunner - Nov. 7, 1836 5 62t do. 
William Welsh - - Ordinary seaman - Jan. 1, 1R22 250 do. 
Charles W . White - Ordinary seaman - Feb. 17, 1R37 500 do. 
Marvel Wilcox - - Carpenter's mate . Jan. 1, 1821 9 50 do. 
FJias Wiley - - Ordinary seaman - Sept. 10, 1813 250 do. 
R. D. Wainwright - Lieutenant m. corps August 27, 1810 750 do. 
Samuel E. Watson - Major marine corps Feb. 4, 1837 18 75 do. 
William Wright- - Seaman - - August 31, 183'2 3 00 do. 
Thomas Williamson - Surgeoa - - Dec. 31,1835 15 00 do. 
Job G. Williams - - 1st Iieut. m. corps - June 30, 1828 750 do. 
John Willi<~ms - - 1st captain foretop - Sept. 9, 1836 18n do. 
Edward Watts - - Seaman - - Dec. :~1' 18'l8 300 do. 
Henry Walpole - - Seaman - - October 2, 1820 300 do. 
Jack 'Williams - - Seaman - - March 22, 1828 600 do. 
Francis Williams - Landsman - - Jan. 15, 1838 100 do. 
George Wiley - - Seaman - - March 1, 1837 300 do. 
Henry Williams- - Ordinary seaman - March 3, 1838 5 00 do. 
Thomas Welsh - - Quarter gunner - Feb. 26, 1820 12 00 do. 
Samuel Williams - Quartermaster - Sept. 1, 1827 GOO do. 
William Wagner - Quarter gunner - Dec. 3, 181!! !100 do. 
Robert Woods - - Seaman - - Dec. 31, 1836 300 do. 
William G. Woolsey - Lieutenant - - October 22, 18'>..8 8 3:1-} do. 
J()hn Waters - - Seaman - - Sept. 30, 1838 300 do. 
George Wilson - - Seaman - - March 23, 1838 GOO do. 
John W . West - - Lieutenant - - Nov. 30, 1830 625 do. 
John Young - - Lieutenant - - May 21, 1829 2500 do. 
The number of invalid pe~ion.ers is 479. The annual sum to pay them is 831,419 75. 
• Special. 
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Sally Annis - - Seaman - . April 20, 1815 $6 00 March 4, 1814. 
Adelatde H. Adams - Master commandant Jan. 1, 1831 30 00 June 3, 1834. 
Louisa Auchmuty - Lieutenant - - October 8, 1835 25 00 do. 
Betsey Armstrong - Carpenter - - Sept. 6, 1836 10 00 do. 
Catharine Anderson - Marine - - Feb. 19, 1813 3 50 March 3, 183'7. 
Abigail Appleton - Seaman - - Jan. 4, 1815 600 do. 
Martha Ann Atwood - Purser - - May 11, 1823 2000 do. 
Elizabeth Armitage - Seaman - - March 7, 1810 6 00 do. 
Juliana Bnrchmore - Surgeon - - Sept. 10, 1829 27 50 June 30, 1834. 
Maria Babbit - - Surgeon - - May 24, 1826 2500 do. 
Caroline M. Berry - Lieutenant - - July 17, 1824 25 00 do. 
Elizabeth H. Baldwin - Captain's clerk - April 12, 1816 12 50 March :~, 1817. 
Nabby Burchstead - Carpenter - - Dec. 11, 1833 10 00 June 30, 1834. 
Susan Bainbridge - Captain - - July 27, 1833 50 00 do. 
Eliza K. Boughan - Lieutenant - - Nov. 6,1832 25 00 do. 
Emily Beale - - Purser - - April 4, 1835 2000 do. 
Mary J. Babbit - - - - - - Nov. 29, 1830 16 66} •July 2,1836. 
Letitia Blake - - Marine - - August 14, 1836 350 June 30, 1834. 
Lydia Brown - - Carpenter - - March 28, 1824 1000 do. 
Elizabeth Beeler - - Corp'l marine corps Sept. 8, 1830 4 50 March 3, 1837. 
Catharine M. Beers - Surgeon - - June 8, 18'J1 25 00 do. 
Polly Barry - - Marine - - Dec. 7, 1812 3 50 do. 
Elizabeth Bishop - - Seaman - - Dec. 18, 1813 6 00 do. 
Martha Burrill - - Seaman - - Dec. 14, 1822 600 do. 
Elizabeth Bartlett - - Seaman - - April 25, 1813 600 do. 
Elizabeth Barnes - - Carpenter - - Nov. 2, 1Hl9 10 00 do. 
Mahala Berry - - Seaman - - May 18, 183d 600 do. 
Eliza Brad lee - - Serg't marine corps April 12, 1838 650 do. 
Gratia Bay - - Quartermaster - Jan. 6, 1834 18 00 do. 
Sarah Bernard - - Carpenter's mate - Sept. 10, 1829 9 50 do. 
Abigail Bailey - - Landsman - - Dec. 31, 1813 400 do. 
Phebe Butler - - Purser - - ~ril !J, 1837 2000 do. 
Mary Ann Bokd - - Surgeon - - arch 26, 1839 3000 do. 
Elizabeth Buc - - Music'n marine corps Dec. 5,1838 400 do. 
Elizabeth Bellingham - Seaman - - August 9, 1837 600 do. 
Jane Bergamer - - Marine - - Sept. 12, 1839 3 50 do. 
Elizabeth Beckford - Landsman - - Nov. 30, 1839 4 00 do. 
Mary Cheever - - - - - - April 12, Hll4 8 33} • ~ril 12, 1814. 
Abigail Cowell - - Lieutenant - - April 18, 1814 25 00 arch 3, 1817. 
Harriet Carter - - Lieutenant - - Sept. 6, 1823 2500 do. 
Ann M. Clunet - - Serg't marine corps Dec. 1, 1825 650 June 20, 1813. 
Eliza M. Cloud - . Assistant surgeon - August 1, 1831 15 00 June 30, 1834. 
Celia Cross - - Lieutenant - - Feb. 10, 1834 25 00 do. 
Eliza Cassin - - Purser - - August 19, 1821 20 00 March 3, 1817. 
Frances F. Cook - - Lieutenant - - Feb. 7,1834 25 00 June 30, 1834. 
Leah Garter - - Musi c'n marine corps Sept. 23, 1834 400 do. 
Maria J. Cuvi\ier - l'vlusic'n marine corps June 28, 1834 400 do. 
Eliza M. Cocke - - Lieutenant - - March 7,1823 2500 June 20, 1813. 
Fanny Cassin - - Lieutenant - - Nov. 30, 1826 25 00 June 30, 1834. 
Ann . Cocke . - Lieutenant - - May 31, 1835 25 00 do. 
Ann Clarke - - Ordinary seaman - Sept. 27, 1836 500 do. 
Ann D. Campbell - Lieutenant - - June 3, 1836 2500 do. 
Sarah Clementson - Saihnaker - - July 9, 1833 10 00 March 3, 1837. 
Margaret Cowen - - Gunner - - Sept. 14, 1831 10 00 do. 
Elizabeth Cash - - Seaman - - Jan. 12, 1837 600 do. 
Ellen Coxe - - Passed midshipman June 30, 1822 12 50 do. 
Susannah Critchet - Seaman - - June 19, 1812 600 March 4, 1814. 
Eleanor Carrcia - Gunner . - Dec. 21, 1823 1000 March 3, 1837. 
! Special, 
Names of pensioners. 









































































ary Frances Davis 
orothy M. Evans 
ane Evans -
arriet Ann Elbert 
bigail Eldridge -
annah Everett -








liza M. Fortin -
ucy Flagg -
1\nn Fletcher -


















argaret F. Green 
!iza Gray~on -
ophia Gardner -
~Lizabeth C. Gray 
annah L. Gamble 
nn B. Grimes -
nn Gardner . 
live Grover -
ionysia Goodrum 
nn T. Green -
Lizabeth Goldthwait 






































Doc. No. Q~ 
N 3-Continued. 
Commencement 
Husband's rank. of pension. 
Lieutenant - - August !J, 1831 
Major marine corps Nov. 6, 1816 
Lieutenant - - October 15, 1837 
Ordinary seaman - Nov. 28, 182.3 
Lieutenant - - May 3, 1837 
Surgeon - - Dec. 4, 1838 
Landsman - - March 8, 1834 
Captain - - October 13, 1838 
Ship's corporal - October 25, 1834 
Marine - - April 10, 1837 
Seaman - - Sept. 7, 1839 
Seaman - - Jan. 31, 1840 
Ordinary seaman - July 5, 1840 
Surgeon - - . April 16, 1823 
Sailingmastcr - May 20, 1828 
Boatswain - - Dec. 19, 1831 
Gunner - - April 9, 1836 
Seaman - - June 27, 1836 
Sailingmaster - April 9, 1823 
Captain - - March 22, 1820 
Quarter gunner - August 10, 1800 
Passed midshipman August 3, 1836 
Landsman - - April 23, 1823 
Captain - - July 31, 1823 
Ordinary seaman - June 27, 18.17 
Steward - - JaJ.1. 25, 1838 
Seaman - - August 30, 1837 
Master's mate - Jan. 6, 18'20 
- - - - July I, 1823 
Sailmaker - - .Tan. 26, 1839 
Boatswain - - July 9, 1832 
Captain - - June 2, 1824 
Lieutenant - - Dec. 20, 1812 
Seaman - - June 2, 1831 
Chaplain - - April 12, 1837 
Lieutenant - - Jan. 19, 1824 
Gunner - - Feb. 2-2, IB-10 
Carpenter's mate - April 20, 1815 
Seaman - - Feb. 24, 1815 
Lieutenant - - October 1, l8'.!!'1 
Ordinary seaman - Jan. 20, J8:1u 
Seaman - - July 24, 1811 
Scrg't marine corps March 11, 1~32 
Steward - - Jan. 2R, 1833 
Gunner - - April 20, 18IG 
Marine - - .Tan. 20, 1818 
Serg't marine corps Nov. l(j, 1S:~!J 
Seaman - - .Tulv· 14, 1815 
Surgeon - - Noir. I, 1814 
Carpenter - - Nov. 11, 1831 
Captain marine corps .Tune :hl, I8:J3 
Master commandant Sept. I, 1815 
Boatswain - - Feb. Hi, 18:{6 
Major marine corps Sept. 11, 18:{6 
Captain marine corps July 25, IR31 
Gunner - - April 28, JA35 
Ordinary seaman - Feb. 2, 1836 
Lieutenant - - May 9, 1836 
Purser - - August 24, 1812 
Ordinary seaman - August 25, 1813 
Marine . - Dec. 28, 1831 
>.• 
Act of Congress -= ..co 
~-~ under which .:"' or:: allowed. :E~ 
---------
$25 00 June 30, 1834. 
25 00 March 3, 1837. 
25 00 do. 
500 do. 
2500 do. 
35 00 do. 
400 do. 
5000 do. 
7 00 do. 




27 50 March 3, 1817 . 




20 00 March 3, 1837. 
5000 do. 
7 50 do. 
12 50 do. 
400 do. 
5000 do. 




9 00 do. 
1000 do. 
10 Otl June 30, 1831. 
50 00 do. 
25 00 March 4, 1814. 
600 March 3, 1837. 
20 00 do. 
25 00 do. 
10 00 do. 
!) 00 March 4, 1814. 
600 do. 
25 00 June 30, 1834. 
500 do. 
(; 00 March 3, 1837. 
A 50 .Ttme 30, 1834. 
900 March 3, 1837. 
JO 00 do. 
3 50 do. 
(;50 do. 
6 00 do. 
30 00 March 3, 1817. 
10 00 June 30, 1834. 
20 00 March 3, 1817 . 
30 00 do. 
10 00 June 30, 1834. 
;?j 00 do. 
20 00 do. 
10 00 do. 
500 do. 
25 00 do. 
2000 March 3, 1837. 
500 do. 
350 do. 
Names of pensioners. 
Mary Gallon - -
Mary Glass - -
Mary S. Gadsden -
Rebecca Gulliver -
Joan Goodwin - -
Mary E. Holbert - -
Phebe Hamersley -
Sarah Higgins - -
Diana Hardy - -
Susan Harraden - -
Ellen Nora Hanbury -
Theresa Hoffman -
Eliza Henley - -
Mary Henley - -
Mary R. Hatch - -
Phebe W. Hoffman -
Anne R. Hall - -
Hannah Hazen - -
Cornelia Hobbs - -
Mary Ann H. Holmes -
Mary S. Hunter - -
Hannah Hammond -
Mary Ann Hartnett -
Phebe Hollis - -
Emma Horton - -
Hetty Henry - -
Mary A. Horsley -
Mary Hanna - -
Ann J. Holmes - -
Rebecca Hi~gins -
Sarah A. Huntt - -
Mary llackleton - -
Eliza Hals~y - -
Ellen Hunter - -
Abigail Jones - -
Ellen Jenkins - -
Mary Jones - -
Mary T. Johnson -
Elizabeth Jones - -
Catharine Jolly - -
Hannah Tngniham -
Abigail Jones - -
Elizab~th Johnston -
Catharine Johnson -
Mary Ann Jack~<m -
The'rcsa Jones - -
Abigail Kitchen - -
Harriet J. Kissam -
Eliza Kitts - -
C. C. King - -
Lydia Low - -
Julia M. L1wrcnce -
El izabcth Lee - -
Frances M. Lewis -
Elizabeth Lagoner -
Sarah Ann Lcut -
Dcboran Lindsay -
Betsey Low - -
Susannah Lippincott -
Ann G. McCullough -
jane Moulton - -
Doc. No. 2. 
N 3-Continued. 
Commencement 
Husband's rank. of pension. 
Seaman - - April 28, 1825 
Carpenter's mate - October I, 1837 
Master commandant August 28, '1812 
Marine - - Jan. 31, 182-2 
Seaman - - August 29, 1837 
Corp'l marine corps June 30, 1834 
Lieutenant - - October 1, 1823 
Seaman - - Sept. 28, 1834 
Ordinary seaman - Sept. 10, 1813 
Master commandant Jan. 20, 1818 
Serg't marine corps Jan. 4, 1825 
Music'n marine corps Sept. 19, 1837 
Captain - - May 23, 1835 
Captain - - October 7, 1828 
Pilot - - Feb. 5, 1814 
CaJ?tain - - Dec. 10, 1834 
Sa1lmaker - - Sept. 18, 1826 
Seaman - - March 28, 1814 
Lieutenant - - April 3, 1836 
Armorer - - Se,bt. 8, 1833 
Chaplain - - Fe . 24, 1823 
Mmine - - Nov. 10, 1817 
Carpenter - - Sept. 9, 1830 
Marine - - May 13, 1811 
Midshipman - August 7, 1815 
Seaman - - May 25, 1834 
Surgeon - - Sept. 8, 1831 
Gunner - - Jan. 17, 1837 
Master-at-arms - August 22, 1836 
Sea maR - - Sept. 30, 1837 
Purser - - April 4, 1837 
Seaman - - Dec. 5, 1812 
Purser - - January 2, 1838 
Marine - - May 16, 1838 
Cook - - April 20, 1815 
Seaman - - June 2, 1825 
Chaplain - - Jan. 2!l, 1829 
Carpenter's mate - .Tan. 30, 1814 
Marine - - Sept. 1, 1827 
Captain of fore-top Dec. 26, 1836 
Seam:m - - April 10, 1837 
Seaman - - August 1 G, 1800 
Landsman - - Feb. 21, 1833 
Gunner - - August 11, 1818 
Ordinary seaman - May 2, 1838 
Marine - - June 26, 1810 
Seaman - - August 16, 1800 
Surgeon - - October G, 1828 
Sailingmaster - Sept. 27, 1819 
Serg't marine corps August 3, 1837 
Yeoman - - August 1, 1834 
Captain - - June I, 1813 
Lieutenant - - June 30, 1832 
Master commandant Sept. l, 1815 
Seaman - - March 4, 1835 
Sailmaker's mate - Sept. 11, 1824 
Sailingmastcr - May 19, 1826 
Seaman - - Sept. 1, 1815 
Ordinary seaman - January I, 1838 
Sailingmaster - August 24, I814 





































































Act of Con~-re 









June 30, 1831 
March 3, 1837 
June 30, 1834 
March 4, 1814 
Jan. 20, 1813 




Jan . 20, 1813 
June 30, 1834 
do. 
Jan. 20, 1813 
June 30, 1834 















Jan. 20, 1813 





June 30, 18 
do. 











March 3, 183 
do. 
June 30, 183· 
Jan. 20, I81:~ 
June 30, 1834 
March 3, 181 
J tme 30, 1834 
do. 
7. 
March 3, 183, 
do. 
do. 
Jan. 20, 1813 
March 4 1814 
464 
Names of pensioners. 





Mary E. McPherson 
Eliza Ma'W;; -












Elizabeth H. Marshall 
Susan McCullough 





Mary Ann Marshall 
Celeste McGowen 









E Iizabeth Nagle -
Mary Neale -
Sarah H. Nichols 
Sarah L. Noyes -
Charity Nicholson 
Ann Nantz -
Ann Nelson . 











Lucretia M. Perry 
























































Doc. No. !2. 
N 3-Continued 
Commencement 
Husband's rank. of pension. 
Quarter gtmner . April 00, 1815 
Surgeon - - January 3, 18'28 
Seaman - - August 6, 1834 
Quarter gunner - Nov. 30, 1814 
Master's mate - Sept. 15, 1814 
Master commandant April 28, 182-1 
Lieutenant - - June 2<1, 1823 
Gunner - - Nov. 29, 1834 
Landsman - - Nov. 20, 1832 
- - Sept. 3, 1834 
Seaman - - Dec. 31, 1827 
Marine - - Jan. 26, 1830 
Purser - - March 23, 1836 
Corporal m. corps - Dec. 26, 1831 
First class boy - Feb. 15, 1837 
Boatswain - - Sept. 1, 1829 
Carpenter's mate - March 12, 1813 
Lieutenant - - October 16, 1819 
Landsman - - Sept. 11, 1823 
Corporal m. corps - Dec. 11, 1822 
Lieutenant - - Dec. 31, 18'27 
Lieutenant - - Nov. 5, 1837 
Surgeon - - Sept. 15, 1831 
Master-at-arms - Feb. 20, 1838 
Ordinary seaman - Feb. 17, 1838 
Quarter gunner - Sept. 30, 1837 
Gunner - - August 8, 1827 
Lieutenant - - Feb. 19, 1826 
Quarter gunner - June 5, 183-1 
Captain marine corps Feb. 22, 1H39 
Commander - Feb. 8, 1839 
Boatswain - - July 14, 1839 
Ordinary seaman . May 25, 1839 
Purser's steward - April 26, 1840 
Marine - - Oct. 10, 1839 
Lieutenant - - Nov. 1,1825 
Sailmaker . - October 2, 1823 
Boatswain - - Nov. 19, 1834 
Lieutenant - - Sept. 1, 1815 
Sailingmaster - Sept. 12, 1822 
Ship's corporal - October 9, 1835 
- - - Sept. 9, 1814 
Sailingmaster - Dec. 27, 1824 
Seaman - . Nov. 11, 1837 
Captain - - Dee. 12, 1838 
Captain's steward - Dee. 6, 1838. 
Seaman - . June 30, 1838 
Gunner ~ - March 30, 1834 
Seaman - - August 16, 183-'1 
Carpenter's mute - August 28, 1838 
Seaman - - March 21, 1839 
Seaman - - October29, 1812 
Purser - - May 8, 1832 
Lieutenant - - August 7, 18'22 
Sailmaker - - August 20, 1819 
Marine - - October 2-2, 1834 
Surgeon - - May 23, 1827 
Lieutenant - - Feb. 5, 1A33 
Surgeon - - March 15, 1832 
• Special. 
>,• 
Act of Congress :a§ 
t5 ";;1 under which 
o<: allowed. ::s~ 
------
9·oo Jan. 20, 1813. 
25 00 June 30, 183-l. 
600 do. 
900 Jan. 20, 1813. 
10 00 do. 
30 00 June 30, 183-i. 
25 00 March 3, 1817. 
10 00 June 30, 1834. 
4 00 do. 




450 March 3, 1837. 
400 do. 
1000 do. 
9 50 do. 
25 00 do. 
400 do. 
450 do. 
25 00 do. 
2;) 00 do. 
25 00 do. 




25 00 do. 
750 do. 
2000 do. 
30 00 do. 




25 00 June 30, 1834. 
10 00 March 3, 1817. 
950 June 30, 1834. 
25 00 March 3, 1817. 
20 00 March 3, 1837. 
700 do. 






10 00 June 30, 1834. 
600 do. 
950 March 3, 1837. 
600 do. 
GOO March 3, 1817. 
20 00 June 30, 1834. 
25 00 March 3, 1817. 
1000 do. 
350 June 30, 1834. 
2500 do. 
25 00 do. 
2500 do. 
Names of pensioners. 
Eliza C. Porter - -
Henrietta Prather -
Eliza Page - -
Elizabeth Perry - -
Mary Ann Patterson -
Catharine Ann Pierce -
Mary Preble - -
Jane R. Palmer - -
Frances W. Parker -
Mary Procter - -
Abigail Parrott - -
Nabby Pippen - -
Rachel Patten - -
Sarah Polls - -
Georgiana Patterson -
Sarah T. Phillips -
Lydia G. Pinkham -
Catharine Rossmusoin -
Nancy R1ggs - -
Mary ·w. Rose - -
Mary Russell - -
Mariha Rose - -
Ann M. Rodgers - -
Eliza Ring - ' -
Phebe Reynolds - -
Catharine S. J\1. Ray -
Catharine Rinker 
C1tharinc C. Read -
Ann J. Ro,s - -
Sally Russell - -
Eliza Rumney - -
Sarah Richardson -
Elizabeth RobcrL-; -. 
Rebecca Rainey - -
E. J. Russell - -
Sarah Robinson - ·-
Minerva Rogers - -
Hannah Stone - -
Mehitable Smith - -
M. C. Spence - -
Mary Stevenson - -
Ann Stephenson - -
Eleanor Smart - -
Harriet H. Sanders -
Mary Stellwagen -
Louisa Sherburne -
Anll E. Sardo - -
Elizabeth Sevier - -
Mary B. Shaw - -
Margaret E. Shaw -
. Jane Smith - -
Rachel Steele - -
Mary H. Stockton -
Mary Stevens - -
Sally Schlosser -
Louisa H. Smith - -
Hannah Striker - . 
Hannorah Sullivan -
Alice Smiley - -
Sarah Smith - -





Husband's rank. of pension. 
--------- -----
Master commandant Sept. 2, l&'l1 
Marine - - Sept. 14, 1834 
Sailingmastet - Sept. 16, 182£ 
Captain - - August 23, 1820 
Boatswain - - Dee. 13, 1836 
Carpenter's mate - Sept. 10, 1829 
Captain - - Augusr 25, 1837 
Passed ass't surgeon Nov. 6, 1836 
Carpenter - - August 26, 1830 
Steward - - J nly 1 , 1837 
Ordinarv seaman - Marc\t 3, 1839 
Coxswain - - April 20, 181[> 
Ordinary seaman - Aug-ust 11, J 835 
Sailingmaster - May 8, 1839 
Captain - - August 2;;, 1839 
Carpenter - - October !l, 1839 
Lieutenant - - October 27, 1839 
Pilot - - July 22, 18l3 
Seaman - - Dec. 27, 1814 
Master commandant August 27, 18:3o 
Sergeant mar. corps July 7, 1829 
Seaman - - Sept. 10, 1813 
Captain - - May ::ll, 1832 
Boatswain - - Sept. ~35, 1R..15 
Boatswain - - Mar 21, 182:~ 
Surgeon - - Sept. 7, 1835 
Sailingmaster - July 10, 1823 
Lieutenant - - January 6, li'Wl 
1st lient. mar. corps Dec. 11, 183ll 
Master's mate - October l '7, 180:3 
Sailingmastcr - M1irclt :H, 182:3 
Boatswain's mate - January 9, H<:{'i 
1st sergeant m. corps l<'eb. 14, 1838 
Ordinary seaman - NO\'. 11, l8(H 
Lieutenant - - July 21, 1838 
Ordinary seaman - Jane 10, 1838 
Captain - - August l, 1838 
Seaman - - July 1, 1815 
Lieutenant ·- - Sept. 10, 182!) 
Captain - - Sept. 26, 1826 
Seaman - - October, 1828 
Saj!ingmaster - August 27, 1818 
Seaman - . October 15, 1814 
Lieutenant - - Dec. 7, 1816 
Sailingmaster - Nov. 16, 1828 
Lieutenant - - Nov. 20, 1830 
Musician m. corps Dec. 20, 1835 
Captain mar. corps May ~~, 1837 
Captain - - Sept. 17, 18'.!3 
Purser - - October J 7, 18w 
Midshipman - March 21, 1831 
OrJ. serg't m. corps Nov. 28, 1832 
Lieute]\ant - - Nov. 20, 1836 
Sailing master - April 18, 1816 
Seaman - - Feb. 5, 1821 
Lieutenant - - Nov. 30, 1836 
·Serg't marine corps Oct. 1, 1820 
Seaman - - June 30, 18'J7 
Seaman - - Feb. 27, 1813 
Steward - - Dec-. 19, 1820 








































































June 30, 1834 
do. 
do. 
March 3, 181 















Jan. 20, 181 
March 4, 181 
3. 
4. 
June 30, I BU. 
do. 
March 3, 181 7. 
4. .June 30, 183 
do. -




June 30, 1 
March 3, 181 










March 3, 181 7. 
834. June 30, 1 
do. 
do. 




March 4, 181 
Jan. 30, 181 
Jan. 30, 18: 
do. 
do. 
Jan. 20, 181: 3. 
7. March 3, 181 
do. 
JmlC 30, 1 834 • 










466 Doc. No. 2. 
N 3-Continued. 
-------
Names of pensioners. Husband's rank. Commencement 
I 
of pension. 
Catharine Smith - - Marine - - March 18, 1837 
Mary Stone - - Seaman - - ~ril 20, 1815 Mary Ann Springer - Lieutenant - - - ay 25 1820 
Elizabeth Simmons - Marine - - Jan. ao: 18n 
Rebecca S. Stinger - Landsman - - July 15, 1839 
Ann Maria Stivers - Landsman - - April 2-2, 1839 
Ann E. Tingey - - Captain - - Feb. 2'2, 1829 
Elizabeth Trenchard - Captain - - Nov. 3 18~1 
Mary Tanner - - Q.na rtcr gunner - Feb. 2-2: 1S.'H 
Elizabeth Trapnell - Marine - - ~epL 10, 1SJ:J 
Frances H. Thomas - Lieutenant - - Sept. 10, 1829 
Emma C. B. Thompson Captain - - Sept. 2, 1832 
Lucy R. Temple - - Lieutenant - .- June 23, 1830 
Charlotte Trant - - Lieutenant - - Sept. 11, 18~20 
Ann Tight - - Seaman - - March ~!, 1834 
Hannah Thompson - Seaman - - April 9, 1835 
Grizel A. Taylor - Sailingmaster - Jan. 2 1820 
Eliza Tookey - .. Serg't marine corps Nov . 13: 1H37 
Ann Ta~gcrt - - Gunner - - Dec. 13, 1836 
Emily Tupper - - Capt'u marine corps Jan. 1H, 1838 
Catharine Thruston - Scrg't marine corjlS May 21, 1839 
Jane Trnsty - - Cook - - July 21, 1H39 
Hannah Ulrick - - Sai I ingmaster - June 6, JR22 
Ann Vandcrfier - - Ordinary searuan - June :;o, 1R-2ct 
Lydb VanHorn- - Marine - - Oct. 10, 1814 
Rachel Van Patten - Ordinary seaman - April 23, 182& 
Hannah W•·bb - - Seaman - - Jan. 1, 1813 
Catharine Wise - - Purser - - Nov. 20, 18~ 
Marvel 'Vilcox - - Carpenter's mate - August 8, 1813 
Charlotte Wares - - Sailingmaster - Dec. 4, 1815 
EJecta W eb3ter - - Lieutenant - - August 25, 1825 
Rebecea Winn - - Purser - - Feb. 18, 1836 
Erlnah Maria Wood - Passed midshipman Oct. 9, 1836 
Elizabeth White - - Master-at-arms - May 18,1815 
Mary D. Wade - - Lieutenant - - Nov. 1&, 181G 
Eleanor Wills - - Landsman - - August 10, 1800 Elizabeth We~tcott - Lieutenant - - March 25, 1837 
Sarah H. Willard - Serg't marine corps May 30, 1837 
Abigail Warren - - Marine - - Sept. 12, 1812 
Catharine Walling - Seaman - - Dec. 3, 181-3 
Julia Weed - - c~pt'n marine corps March 5, 1838 
Sarah V. Waldo - - Master - - August 30, 1838 
Susan C. Woolsey - Captain - - May 18,1838 
Mary S. Wilkinson - Passed midshipman Nov. 14, 1839 
The number of widow pensioners is 344. 
The annual sum required to pay them is $62,708 01. 





















50 00 I Jun 
5000 
750 






































Mar ch 4, 1814. 













:\>tar ch 3, 1817 
Jnne 30, 18:14. 
ch 4, 1814. 
ch 3, 1837_ 







h 3, 1817. 
do. 
June 30, 1834. 
do. 
do. 
:!\lar ch 3, 1817. 











Doc. No. 2. 467 
N4. 
Alphabetical list of rninor children, to whom pensions have been grantea 
· under the act of March 3,1837. · 
---
Names of children. 
John Armstrong ' . . Franklin Armstrong 
Venerando Armstrong • 
Laura V. Anderson -
Thomas W . Adams . 
Elizabeth Ardis . 
Ann Ardis . 
Emma Ardis . 
Julia Ann B!Clke,lie -
William L. Booth -
Thomas A. Booth -
George T. Bassett -
James R. Blade -
Thm·n~$ J. P. Bliss -
John Bell -
Mary Jane Bell -
Maria Bell -
ames Bell -
arcell us Bell -
illiam M. Caldwell . 
• dward T. Cunningham 







Charles W. Conway -
James Coven hoven -
Eliza E. A. R. Denison -
Emma Demarest -
Teresa Davis -
Margaret F. Desl1a -
Elizabeth C. navis -
Margaret P. Darragh -
Mary Jane Fisher . 
Edward Garrison -
M. A. Secunda Grimke-
Stephen D. 1-libbert -
John H. Harrison -
George J. Hall -
Mary Ann Hunt -
A(lulphus Heerman -
Theodore Hcerman -
Valentmc M. H eerman 
Charles f:'. Beerman -
Clifford Hcerman -
Danrcl F. Jones -
Jose~h B. Jones -
Wiltam Kidwell . 
John Kidwell -
Benjamin T. Li~htelle -
John B . O'H. Ligbtelle 
Caroline Lord . 
Mary F. Linscott . 
Caroline W. Linscott . 
Robert C. Ludlow . 
Adeline K. Lowe . 
James Livingston -
Augustus R. Macdonough 
Thomas Macdonough -
Charlotte R, Macdonough 
Father'~ ran Jr. 
. 
~Sergeant marine corps . . . Captain marine corps -. Sailmaker . . . 
~ Carpenter's mate - . -- Private marine corps -. 
} Master commandant --- Surgeon - -- Ordinary seaman -- Seaman - --
}Cook --. . ---- Lieutenant - -- Gunner - -- Sailingmaster - -- } Seaman • - . - Private marine corps -- Private marine corps -- Purser - -- Sergeant marine corps - Carpenter - -- 1~t Iieut. marine corps 
- Mu~ician marine corps' 
- Purser - -. Corporal marine corps 
- Seaman • -- Lieurenant - -- Gunner - -- Ordinary seaman -. Seaman - -- Ordinary seaman -- 1 -. (Surgeon . -- J -- ~ Sailingrnaster - - -. t Private marine corps -. 
- ~ Private marine corps - -- Gunner - -. t Gunner - . -- Purser - . . Lieutenant . . . Ordinary seaman . 
- l Captain • . . -
Mon.thly CommeRcement of 
penswn. pension. 
$7 50 January 23, 18'25. 
20 00 January I , 1837. 
1000 September 10, 1829. 
9 50 September 8, I831. 
3 50 July 31, 1827. 
30 00 January I, 1837. 
25 00 August 20,1830. 
500 September 26, 1834. 
6 00 July 1, I838. 
900 A.ugust I5, 1831. 
25 00 June 5, 1827. 
10 00 July I, 1837. 
20 00 February 8,1822. 
600 May 21, 1829. 
3 50 July 14, 1833. 
3 50 February 26, 1837. 
2000 March 15, 18~2. 
8 00 August 24, 1824. 
10 00 January lJ, 1829. 
15 00 November 6, 1822. 
4 00 January 4, 1822. 
20 00 January 9, 1831. 
4 50 May 18, 1829. 
6 00 April 2, 1825. 
25 00 November 30, lA25. 
10 00 July 9, 1832. 
500 August 1G, 1831. 
6 00 December 10, 1834. 
5 00 April 20, 1837. 
35 ()() April 20, 1837. 
20 00 May 21, 1826; 
350 July 1, 1837. 
3 50 December 22, 1824. 
10 ()() July 9, 1829. 
IO 00 May 25, 1827. 
2000 January I, I837. 
2500 May 2, 182& 
500 June 4, 1829. 
5000 January J, 1837. 
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Names of children. 
aryL. Mott -
argaret R. Munroe -
ames B. MeCauley -
ary A. McCloud -
lexander Moran -
ohn H. M. Madison -
ary Ann McCoy -































aria C. Norris -
hubrick Norris -
odfrey B. Neagle --lexander Perry 
liza ,V. B. Robert:son -
ary R. Ritchie -




manda A. Reynolds -
annah T. Sanderson -
ilbena F. Sinclair -
lom:o P. Smith -
ary V. Timberlake -
argaret R. Timberlake 
irginia A. To\Yner -
ohert Towner -
oshmt ·w Trimble -
liza J. Trimble -
dward Thinkham -
~mily Vandackenhau~e11 
ohn Woods J 
T 
-
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N 4-Continued. 
----· 
:Father's rank. Monthly Commencement ·of 
pension. pension. 
Lieutenant - - $25 ()() .Tuh· 4, 1623. Boatswain - - IO 00 March 27, I832. Lientenant - - 25 00 February 20,1827. Boatswain - - 10 00 July I, I837. Quarter gunner - 750 Serjterr. be r IO, IB29. Lieutenant - - 25 00 January 1, I838. Seaman - - 600 October 13, 1835. Lieutenant - - 25 00 June 24, I822. 
f M:~.stercommandant 30 00 January 1, I838 -
Sergeant marines - 650 August 5, I83S. Lieutenant - - 25 00 July 1, 1837 
Pur~er - - 20 ()() January I, I837 Lieutenant - - 2:> 00 June 26, I83J. 
Purser's steward - 900 January 3, I831. t Musician marine corps 4 00 October 1, I835 
Assistant surgeon - 20 00 July 1, 1639 
Boatswain - - 10 00 April 23, 1835 Lieutenant - - 25 00 August 23, I831 Captain - - 50()() Januarv 1, 1837. Lientenant - - 25 00 January I, 1840. 
~ Purser - - 20 00 I April 2,1828. 
~Gunner - IO 00 September 2, ISal. -
~ Sailmal:.;er 10 00 I July 1, 1837. - -
Seaman - - G 00 October 31, 1836 Private marine corps - 3 50 March 12, 1833. Boatswain - - 10 00 I Januan· I, 183~1 
Lieutenant marine corps I 12 50 July · 7, 1835 
The number of minor-children pensioners is 91. 
'l'he annual sum required t-o pay them is $1l,li:2i!. 
N 5. 
A statement showing the 1·eceipts and ~:tpen~itures on account of the navy pension fund, from t!te 1st day of Octob~r, 1839, 


















I. Balance in the Treasury to the credit of the fund on the 1st October, 1839, 
per Register's report - . - . - - - - _ _ 
II. Amount received into the TreasurJ since the 1st day of October, 1839, from 
whom, and on what account, viz : 
Secretary of the Navy, trustee, for interest on Wasliington corporation stock 
Do. for interest on Cincinnati corporation stock -
Do. for the proceeds of the sale of Illinois bonds 
Do. for the proceeds of the sale of Illinois bonds 
Do. for dividend on Washington Bank stock 
Do. for interest on Cincinnati corporation stock 
Do. for balance paid by M. W. Ash, pension agent, Penn. -
Do. for fractional part of Washington corporation stock, sold 
Do. for sum advanced by Bank of America on deposite of stock 
of the city of Cincinnati - - - -
III. Expenditures from October 1, 1839, to September 30, 1840, inclusively, viz : 
Paid James (alia5 Jas. S.) Brown, for arrears of pension 
Paid Lydia Vanhorne, do. do. 
Paid Elizabeth Trapnall, do. do. 
Paid Peter Thinkham, do. do. 




















































Paid Mary Tanner, for arrears of pension 
Paid Bank of America (advanced 16th December last, to pay pensioners) 
Paid administrator of Harriet Hubbard, for arrears of pension -
Paid John Adams, do. do. 
Paid J. H. McJ. Madison (per guardian) do. do. 
Paid W. W. Corcoran, for commissions, &c., selling stock 
Paid Alonzo P. Smith, (per guardian,) for arrears of pension 
Paid W. & J. Kidwell, (per guardian,) do. do. 
Paid estate of Phebe Eldridge, do. do. 
Paid G. "'\Y. Parker, (widow,) do. do. 
Paid George Bantam, do. do. 
Paid Susan M. Crane, child of Charles T. Clark, late lieutenant United 
navy, for arrears of pension • - -
Paid Daniel H. Cole, for arrears of pension· 
Paid Elizabeth Jones, do. do. 
Paid George Wilson, do. do. 
IV. Advances to agents to pay pensions, viz : 
To John P. Henry, Savannah, Georgia -
To George Loyall, Norfolk, Virginia 
To Elias Kane, Washington -
To John Thomas, Baltimore . --
To M. W. Ash, Philadelphia 
To President of Merchants and Manufacturers' Bank, Pittsburg 
Do. Trenton Bank, New Jersey · - -































































To John Laighton, Portsmouth , New Hampshire 
To Leonard Jarvis, Boston - - - -
To President of Arcade Bank, Providence, Rhode Island - _ 
Do. Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Hartford, Connecticut 
Do. Maine Bank, Portland -
Do. Savings Institution, Louisville, ·Kentucky 
Do. Arcade Bank, Providence, Rhode Island 
To John Laighton, Portsmouth, New Hampshire -
To President of Savings Institution, Louisville, Kentucky 
Do. Maine Bank, Portland - - -
Do. Arcade Bank, Providence; Rhode Island -
Do. Merchants and Manufacturers' Bank, Pittsburg 
Do. Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Hartford, Connecticut 
Do. Farmers' Bank of Delaware, at New Castle -
Do. Trenton Bank, New Jersey 
Do. Mechanics' Bank, New York -
To J. B. PeiTault, (per Citizens' Bank,) New Orleans 
To George Loyall, Norfolk, Virginia - -
To John Thomas, Baltimore 
To Michael W. Ash, Philadelphia - -
To John Laighton, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
To B. D. Heriot, Charleston, South Carolina 
To Leonard Jarvis, Boston 
To Elias Kane, Washington 
To B. D. Heriot, Charleston, South Carolina 
'l'o M. W. Ash, Philadelphia 













156 00 t;j 
850 00 0 
144 00 ~ 
486 00 
~ 10,760 50 
1,000 00 ? 
















Balance in the Treasury on the 1st of October, 1839 
Amount received from that date to the 30th September, 1840, inclusive 
Deduct-Expenditures -
Advances to agents -
I 
Balance to the credit of the fund 1st October, 1840 
-
'rREASURY DEPARTMENT, Fourth Auditor's Office, November 13, 1840. 
$1,240 63 
153,526 20 






7248 19 t::::l 
' 0 







Account qf sales qf Washington corporation five per cent. stock, by order qf the Secretary qf the Navy. 
1840: i840. 
Oct. 21 To commission on sale of $22,000 :May 13 By $1,700 for specie - -
stock, at :! per cent. - - $55 00 14 By 1,190 do. - -
July 1 To specie deposited in Bank of 15 By 600 do. -
America - - - 10,000 00 20 By 1,500 do. - -
Oct. 21 To specie deposited in Bank of 22 By 900 do. - -
America - - - 6,075 98 25 By 25Q. do. - -
27 By 400 do. - -
28 By 290 do. - -
Q) 
June 1 By 1,000 do. - -
10 By 700 do. - -, 
11 By 3,500 do. - -
12 By 1,200 do. - -
17 By 100 do. - -
18 By 300 do. - -
' . 27 By 1,300 do. - -
July 1 By interest on balance $7,070 for 
three months - - -
14 By $3,700 for ~ecie -
Aug. 4 By 330 o. - . 
13 By 1,000 do. - -
15 By 600 do. - -
20 By 1,000 do. - . -
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N 7. 
Stocks 01oned by the navy pensionfuml on the 24th Nov~mber, 1840. 
City of Cincinnati five per cent. 
City of Washington five cent. 
Bank of Washington -
Union Bank of Georgetown -






J. L. EDWARDS, 
Convmissioner ~f Pensions. 
Doc. No. ~. 475 
REPORT 
FROM 
THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 
PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT, December 5, 1840. 
Sm: I submit a report, showing the service of this department the past 
year, its present condition, and future prospects. . 
The extent of the post-routes in the United States covered by mail ser-
vice, on the 30th June last, as near as can be ascertained, was 155,739 miles. 
The annual transportation on these routes, at the rate existing on the 
30th day of June last, was about 36,370,776 miles. 
The annual cost of transportation, estimated at the rate of pay existing at 
the close of the year, was $3:296,876, viz: 
By horse and sulkey -
By stage and coach -












In addition to this service, the mails by steamboats and other vessels, un-
der the 5th and 6th sections of the act of 1825, are estimated to have cost, 
the last year, about S9,000 ; and there has been paid for ship and way let-
ters about $26,000. 
rrhe resolution of Congress of May 14, 1836, authorized the Postmaster 
General to extend the term of the then existing contracts for six months, 
so as to h;lVe them terminate on the 30th of June, instead of the last of De-
cember. In pursuance of this authority, the contracts which would have 
expired with the present year were extended to the 30th June, 1841; in con-
sequence of which, the lettings that would otherwise have fallen into the 
year 184.0 will not take place until the spring of 1841. The advertisement 
for this service has been prepared, and will soon be published. 
The new routes, amounting to about seven hundred, established by the 
act of the 7th July: 1838, have been put into operation during the past year, 
and have made considerable additi0n to the expenditure for the transporta-
tion service. This extension, with the belief that the usual increasa of rev-
enue would not be realized, has indicated a policy of retrenchment rather 
than-general improvement; but, since 1 took charge of the department, some 
improvements have been effected on some of the most important routes, 
which the public interest seemed to demand, and where little additional ex· 
pense was incurred. 1 have also executed contracts for additional service 
on a fe\v railroad and steamboat routes, where retrenchments could be made 
Qn other routes nearly equivalent to the new liabilities assumed. These 
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changes have given some additional expedition to the great north and south 
mai1, as well as to several large mails connecting with it at important points. 
'l'he number of contractors in the service during the last year was about 
2,100. The number who have been fined, or had deductions made from 
their pay for delinquencies in the performance of their engagements, is 628. 
The fines and deductions, during the year, exclusive of the remissions, 
amount to $60,685 60. 
In general, the transportation service has been performed faithfully, and 
in a commendable spirit of energy, perseverance, and devotion to the pub-
lic interest. The obstacles which, for a time, occasioned irregularities in 
the large mail south o.f this city, it is believed, have been removed. 
The number of post offices on the 1st day of July, 1838, was 12,519 ; 
the number on the 30th day of June, 1839, was 12,780; on the same day 
of the present year, the number was 13,4~8; showing an increase, during 
the year, of 688. There have been established, during the year, 959 post 
· offices; and 271 discontinued. The number this day is 13,638. There 
have been, during the year, 3,~31 postmasters appointed, of whom 959 were 
for new offices. 
The revenua of the department, for the year ending June 30, 1840, as 
appears from the settlement of the accounts of postmasters in the Auditor's 
office, was-
Letter postage 
Newspapers and pamphlets 
Fines paid to postmasters for violations of law 
- $4,003,776 07 
535,229 61 
260 00 
The expenditures of the department for the same pe-
riod were-
For compensation to postmasters - - $1,028,925 92 
For wrapping-paper, office furniture, ad-
vertising, mail-bags, mail locks and keys, 
and stamps, mail depredations and spe-
cial agents, blanks, clerks for offices, and 
miscellaneous -
For ship, steamboat, and way letters 
For transportation - -








The revenue, as compared with the preceding year, shows an increase 
of $61,651 64, being a fraction over one per cent. 
The average annual increase of revenue from 1832 to 1839, inclusive, 
has heen about 10 per cent. But as this period includes the two years 
~nding June 30, 1837, of extraordinary augmentation of revenue, amount-
Jng to 15 per cent_ the first year, and 20 per cent. the second, ten per cent 
is considerably above the ordinary annual increase, which may be estimated 
at about 6 per centum. The decline in the revenue, therefore, the past 
year, may be estimated at about 5 per cent., or $225,000. 
; 
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Stateme11t of the revenue and e:rpe11ditures of the Post Office Depa1·tment 
for the eleven years ending 30th June, 1839. 
Year end1ng 

































tl,f>21 ,837 16 
4,654,718 42 
From this tabular statement, it appears that while the expcnllitures of the 
department have been steadily advancing, with few exceptions, its reve-
nues have been· very fluctuating, varying from a mere nominal increase to 
an advance of 20 per cent. in a single year. 
The extension of the mail service, and the advance in the population aud 
business of the country, are the causes of the ordinary increase in the rcve· 
nue. But temporary and extraordinary circumstances often counteract 
these more permanent sources of iucreasc, so far as to prevent any material 
advance. 'l'hi has been the case the past year; during which a combina-
tion of causes has operated to impair the revenue of the department to 
nearly the extent of the average annual increase. 
But the present unfavorable condition of the finances of the department 
IS not wholly to be attributed to the decline of the revenue the past year: 
it is, in part, the result of the too stHldcn and large extension ot the service 
during the years 1837, 1838, and 1839, occasioned by the extraordinary 
surplus which accrued i 11 183G aud 1837. 'rbis surplus, on the 30th June, 
1836, was $641,84.2. 
The Postmaster General, in hts annual report of t~mt year, recommended 
a reduction of the rates of postage. Congress did not sanction that meas-
ure; but, by the act of the 2d July, 1836, established about sevcu huudred 
new post·routes, which it became the duty of the department to put into-
operation. The action on this subject by Congress was considered us in-
dicating its desuc that the surplus which had accrued, and which might 
accrue, shonld be expended in providing additional mail accommodations. 
The causes which bud. produced the above surplus ou the 30th June, 1 S36, 
continued to operate during the remainder of that year, and a part of the 
year 18:37; and as the new contracts did not go into operation until after 
the 1st February, \837: the revenue continued to exceed the expenditure; 
and, on the :30th June, 1S37, the surplus amounted to $756:208. During 
the session following, Congress, by the act of the 7th of July, 1838, estab-
lished about seven hundred additional routes, which were to be put in ope-
ration on the 1st July, 1839, or before, if the revenues of the department 
would justify it. The second section of the same act provides " that every 
railroad within the limits of the United States, that now is, or may hereafter 
be, made, shall be a post-route; and the Postmaster General shall cause the 
mail to be transported thereon, provided he can have it dope Oil reason-: 
,. 
~ 
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able terms, and not paying therefor, in any instance, more than 25 per 
centum over and above what similar transportation would cost in post-
coaches." 
The very liberal construction given to this act by the Postmaster General, 
favorable to the interests of the railroad companies, did not satisfy the spirit 
of cupidity which belongs to corporate monopolies ; and it was found im-
practicable to obtuin contracts from several of the railroad companies. And 
Congress, by the act of 25th January, 1839, extended the maximum rate of 
compensation for railroad service to three hundred dollars per mile. 
The new routes established by the act of 7th of July, 1838, were mostly· 
put into service in 1839; and contracts have been mnde for service on the 
railroads then in existence, and most of those which have since been com-
pleted, at rates of compensation varying from twenty-five to three hun-
dred per cent. above what had been paid for coach service on the same 
routes. In England, the average rate of compensation for railroad service 
is about ninety dollars per mile; and the highest sum paid on the most 
important rontes is one hundred and seven dollars per mile; and the con-
tractors are required to convey mails as often, and at such times, as may 
be ordered by the Postmaster General. Here, with a rate of compensation 
nearly two hundred per cent. higher, it has been found impracticable, on 
many of the rontes, to obtain that control over the time of the departure and 
delivery of the mail, which is so essential to the service, and is exercised 
on otht'l" rontcs. In addition to the compensation paid to the railroad 
cvrnpnnics, there are considerable incidental expenses incurred for truyel-
ling agents on the more important routes, for conveying the mail to and 
from the cars at the ends of the routes, and for supplying intermediate 
offices, not on tlw line of the roads. The substitution of railroad for 
coach service has borne very heavily on the revenues of the department. 
The now routes established in 1836 and 18:~8, being, mauy of them, in 
sections of the country where the roads are bad and the settlements sparse, 
have yielded an income bearing bu~ a small proportion to the expense of 
the transportation. 
rl'his great extension of the l'ervice, and the substitution of a higher and 
more expensive for a cheaper grade, under the acts of Congress referred to, 
and tire improvements on other routes, which the public interests seemed 
to demand, since I 836, have carried the expenditures of the department, 
for three successive years, beyond its accruing revenue. 
In the year ending on the 30th June, 1838, the expendi-
tures were 
The revenue which accrued was 
Excess of expenditure over the revenue 
The expenditures in the year ending June 30, 1839, were 
The revenne which a~crued was - - -







The excess of the expenditures for these two years was met by the 
surplus funds which had accumulated in 1837, and nearly exhausted all 
that surplus which was available. 
In ~he annual report of my predecessor, made in Decem~er, 1838, he 
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says : " The general financial disasters of last year have not reduced the 
revenue, as might have been expected j but have prevented most of the an-
ticipated increase, and thrown the department upon its surplus, to sustain 
most of its extensions. The indications now are, that there will be a 
slight improvement in the revenue of the current fiscal year, over the pre-
ceding; but not enough to produce any material effect. An advance some-
what greater may be reasonably expected next year, but not great enough 
to meet the increasing cost of mail service, and put into operation the new 
routes established at the last session of Congress. It will hence be seen 
that, for more than a year to come, the curtailment, rather than the exten-
sion, of service on routes now in operation, is to be expected." 
The anticipated increase during the year 1839 was realized, and 
amounted to 5! per cent., producing $241,560. But the grea~er increase 
looked for in ltl40 has essentially failed; and the quarter endmg 30th of 
September last" exhibits an actual declension in the revenne, as compared 
with the c.orresponding quarter of last year, of about 5 per cent. This 
unfavorable result has been occasioned mainly by the second suspension of 
the banks, in a large section of the Uuion, followed by a general depres-
sion of the commercial interests of the country; which appears to have 
been apprehended at tile close of the last year, as the Postmaster General 
then said: "It is possible that the recent' suspension of specie 'payments by 
the banks, in a large portion of the Union, may again check the increase 
in the r~venue of the department, so as to make retrenchments necessary; 
but, in any event, they will be inconsiderable." 
But the present apparently unfavorable financial condition of the depart-
ment need occasion no anxiety, It can be sustained upon its own re-
sources, and soon placed in a safe and prosperons condition. Yet, to afford 
it temporary relief, curtailments of service, to a limited extent, are neces-
sary. This has already been commenced, and will be continued as far as 
may be found requisite to place its finances in a sound condition. The 
curtailments, or suspensions of service, will be made so as to occasion as 
little inconvenie]lce to the public, or injustice to the contractors, as such 
an operation will admit of. As periodical retrenchments are unavoidable, 
it deserves consideration whether it would not be wi5e for Congress to 
prescribe some rule hy which all general curtailments are to be effected, 
so as to remove executive discretion, and secure an equal apportionment of 
the reduction of service among the different sections of the country. 
In examining the causes which have placed the department in its present 
condition, we discover its resources, and its ability not only to sustain it-
self, bnt probably, with the aid of some remedial legislation, to admit of a 
prospective- reduction of the tariff of letter postage, which public sentiment 
seems to demand. 
'rhese causes are to be found in the unexampled fluctuations, since 1834, 
in the financial interests and commercial business of the country. The 
period of unprecedented overaction in trade, from the fall of 1834 to the 
spring of 1837, occasioned an extraordinary increase of revenue, which· 
produced the large surplus that existed in 1836 and 1837. '!'his surplus. 
formed the basis of the great extension of the mail service since 1836,. 
which·so far exceeded the limits to which it could have been carried by 
the ordinary increase of revenue, as to absorb nearly the whole of this sur-
plus in two years. When the reaction came on, which, under any cir-
cumstances, would have depressed its revenues1 the department had to sus-
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tain itself with an extent of service beyond its natural limits; which had 
originated from the extraordinary increase of its revenues in 1836 and 
1837. But the unusual increase of revenue over the expenditures during 
those two years, was not entirely owing to the great activity of trade. 
'l'he contracts for transportation, during that period, had mostly been made 
when prices were low, and the revenue accruing from their performance 
was received when prices had advanced from fifty to one hundred per cent. 
The department, therefore, enjoyed the advantages of an excited state of 
b::.tsiness, without the drawback which, under other circumstances, the ad-
vance in prices would have occasioned. 
On the other hand, the excess of the expenditures over the receipts for 
postages the last three years is not more to be attributed to the depression 
of the revenue from the state of the times, than to the circumstance that all 
the existing contracts were made during the high state of prices, and at an 
average advance of about fifty per cetlt. above the rate of compensation paid 
prior to 1836. 
Should prices not vary essentially from their present standard, it is rea-
sonable to suppose that the future lettiugs can be made at greatly reduced 
rates of compensation 'rhis is an importaut resource, which, in a few 
years, without any ·retrenchment of service, could hardly fail of placing the 
finances ot the department in a prosperous condition. But it cannot be 
made immediately available; so that a suspension or cnrtnilment of service, 
to a limited extent, becomes necessary. 
The restoration of commercial activity, so confidently anticipated, may 
reasonably be calculated to produce a considerable improvemeut during the 
two last quarters o[ the current fiscal year, and a much greater increase the 
next vear. 
Wi.tli a reasonable expectation of a reduction in ihe expenses of the 
trunsportat10n, and nearly a certainty of a considerable increase in its rev-
enues, the future prospects of the departmeut are hig-hly satisfactory. 
The present is a peculiar crisis in its finallcial affairs, resultillg from the 
operation of causes which I have eudeavorcd pilrtially to explain, and 
which are not likely, in the same degree at least, again to oecur. 
There are other causes, of a more limited influence, which have contrib-
uted to impair the revenue the past year. 'l'be greatly enhanced expense 
or the transportation of the mail on railroads is not the only way in which 
they affect the reveuues of this department. 'l'he great facilities which 
they afford for the transmission of letters and newspapers ont of the mail, 
'have evidently diminished the receipts from postage. This is proved by 
the sudden falling off of the reven.ne at points where these facilities have 
recently been provided. Information has also been receiveu from the 
agents of the department, showing that letters, packets, and newspapers 
were extensively conveyed out of the mail, on the railroad and steamboat 
.lines, and on many of the stage and coach routes. So far as these prac-
tices, so detrimentaL to the income of the department, were believed to be 
irL violation of law, I endeavored to suppress them; regarding it as my 
highest duty to enforce the laws. And, in respect to letters conveyed by car-
riers and drivers, these efforts, it is believnd, have been generally effectual; 
but there is no prohibition against persons ~onveying letters and packets, 
who may pass over mail-routes in the same vehicle which transports the 
mail; and the railroads afford great facilities for sending letters in this way. 
For fifteen years preceding the introduction of th~ ~ww system in Eng-
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land, the postage tax had rather declined, notwithstanding the increase of 
population and business. 'l'his was by many ascribed to the high rate of 
the tax, but the better and more prevailing opinion attributes it to the nu-
merous railroads which have gone into operation. 
The practice of carrying newsp~pers out of the mail, without having Sf'-
cnred the privilege in the contract, I found to be so general that it could 
not be suppressed without great inconvenience to the public; and, as th 
ambiguity of the law admitted of doubts in regard to the restriction, I cort,-
clnded that I should best discharge my dnty by permitting these practices 
to continnc, and leave it for Congress either to remove the prohibition, or to 
make the law more explicit for its enforcement. As it is probable that the 
enforcement of the prohibition wonld bave the effect of stopping the carry-
ing of newspapers on the mail-rontes, rather than causing them to be eotl:r-
veyed in the mail, it would seem both just and politic to abolish the re-
striction entirely. 
Another source of detriment to th0 revenue, the past year, has been the 
exercise and nbnse of the franking privilege to au unprecedented exten,. 
During the last three quarters, the free matter constituted a very large por-
tion of the entire mails. As the contracts had been made without reference 
to this extraordinary addition to the bulk and weight of the mails, the bur-
den of the transportation was thrown upon the contractors. 'l'he free mat-
ter is not only conveyed without compensation, but the department is sub-
jected to the charge of two cents for every free letter or sealed pacl{et de-
livered at offices where the postmaster's commis>'ions do not exceed fiv 
hundred dollars per quarter. At some offices, this allowance to the post-
master has absorbed his whole quarterly balance. 
The hooks of the department furnish no dnta for determining the num-
ber of free packets conveyed in the mail, as a large portion of them are not 
entered on the post·bills. At the post office in this city an account was 
taken of the number and weight of free letters and packets during three 
weeks ending the 2d day of Mny, the 2d day of June, and the 7th day of 
July last. There were 22,0:18 free letters and packets from the executive 
departments ; 20,363 free letters from membflrs of Congress; and 392,26b 
public documents and other franked packets: making in all 434,669. Th 
public documents and packets from Congress, exclnsive of the letters, weigh-
ed 32,689 pounds- nearly sixteen and a half tons. Taking this as the 
average of the session of thirty-three weeks, it would appear that the free 
letters and packets sent from the office in this city during the lute session 
of Congress amounted to 4,781,359; and the two cents allowed to postmas-
ters for the delivery of free letters would be $95,627. This is probably 
above the average of the session ; and the two cents are not paid at offices 
where the postmaster's commiFsions exceed five hundred dollars per quar-
ter. 
ll may he estimated that there has been abstracted from the revenue, th · 
past year, in the allowance of the two cents to postmasters for tho delivery 
of free letters and packets, and the l wo cents paid for advertising free 
letters, the sum of $150,000. 
And there ru-e facts that have come to the knowledge of the department, 
which show that great abuses have been practised by those enjoying the 
privilegf', in the highest as well as the lowest stations, in covering the cor-
respondence of others, to the great injury of its revenue. This and other 
abuses of the privilege nppear to be rapidly increasing, nnd imperiously de-
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n1and a remedy, either by its entire abolition, or such restri::tions upon it as 
could Le enforced by the department. 
'!'he provision in the act of 1825, allowing two cents to postmasters on 
free letters, should be abolished, as it is n nreusouuble that those enjoying an 
exclusive privilt~ge should derive a revenue from the same privilege pos-
sessed by otl1ers. Po~tma~ters might be properly restricted, in sending and 
receiving free letters, to their own offices. It is in the nature of all exclusive 
privilegrs to rnn into abuse; and bence we find that, of the twelve acts of 
Congwss relating to the franking privilege of its members and officers, all, 
with one exception, have servf'd to enlarge the right. 
The collection and disbnrsetttent of the revenues have been conducted 
with success and convenience by the agents of the department, with little 
trouble to tbem, a11d without charge upon its means. 'fhe act of the 4th 
July last has occasioned no material change in the fiuancial system of this 
department, except substituting the receivn s general for the postmasters, 
at some important points, as the depositories of its funds. But the penal 
provisions of the act, which make the usin£; or loaning the public moneys 
a conversion and embezzlement of them, and punishable as a crimin1.1.l of-
fence, are applicable to postmasters, and cannot fail or having a salutary in-
fluence in promotiu~ prompt payment of the quarterly balances, (of which 
there has been great improvemeut the last few years, (and in preventing de-
falcations. 
'fhe revision of the tariff of postage, with the view to reduction and con-
venit!nce, has, for some years past, attracted the public attention, and, on 
several occasions, been brought under the consideration of Congress, with-
out any tlefi:1ite action. At the second sesston of tile twenty-fifth Congress, 
the Honse of Represental! ~·es adopted resolntions calling on the Postmaster 
General to state " what, in his opinion, wonld liP. the effect, on the revenues 
of the department, of the establishment of the following tariff of postages on 
letters: On lt' tters conveyed StJ miles aud under, five cents; over SO miles, 
and not exceeding 2UO, ten Ct•nts; over 200, and not exceeding 400, fifteen 
cents; ovt~r 400 miles, twenty cents: and to state what other tariff, (fixing 
the rates iu federal mouey, a11d having- in view the greatest reduction 
cobsisttmt with the necrssary means of tht; department,) if any, in his judg-
ment, would be more jnst than the above. Aud that he also state what al-
teralions, if any, may he made i11 the present rates of postage on newspapers, 
pamphlets, and periodicals, so as to promote the circulation of information, 
~ithout detriment to the reveunes of the department." 
It is snp!Josed that this resolution, in connexion with the prevailing in· 
terest then felt in the success of the experiment making in England by 
what is called the penny system, induced the late Postrnaster General to 
commission Geprge Plitt, Esq., one of the special agents of Utis department, 
to visit Enrope for the purpose of collecting such information concerning 
the new system in England, and the mail establishments in other Enropea.n 
countries, us might conduce to the improvement of our own system. 
Mr. Plitt left the United States on this special sP-r\'ice in June, 1839, and 
~eturned in August last. The results of his inquiries are contained in the 
report prepared by him, which is herewith submitted. It .contains exten-
sive details, tending to show the condition and management ofthe mail es-
tablishment in several of the most important countries in Europe, and many 
juteresting fitcts and valuable suggestions for the improvement of the sys-
tem in the United States. Many of the reforms and improvements suggest-
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ed are deserving of consideration. It will be seen that he recommends an: 
entire change in our tariff of postage, and to have all mail matter taxed by-
weight-letters not weighing: over half an ounce to be rated at five cents· 
for any distance less than 500 miles, and ten cents over that distance; ancl 
the same rates for every additional half ounce when pre-paid, and double. 
those rates when not pre-paid. As such a change would give great relief~ 
not only to the commercial interest, but to the whole community, it is to be 
regretted that neither the present condition nor future prospects of the 
establi:;;hment seem to justify so great a reduction in the postage tax. 
It is apparent that no essential change in the rates of postage should be 
made without great consideration. 'l'he post office establishment is different. 
from any other branch of the public service. It is a fundamental principle 
in its organization, that it is to be sustained by its own revenues. This 
principle not only avoids any charge upon the Treasnry, but serves to limit 
and regulate the action of the department. Should its expenses, in whole or 
in part, be thrown upon the Treasury, even for a single year, it might be 
difficult to return to the present prinriple; and such are the t1,;1mptations to 
enlarge the circle of its action, that it would not be easy to prescribe any 
reasonable limit to it. And such a change in the principle of the depart. 
meut, embracing, as it does, such a vast extent of private interests, both in 
number and amount, would open a door to extensive abuses, wasteful to the 
public revenue, extending its patronage, and at the same time removing the 
checks upon it which now exist. Without enlarging on this point, it is be-
lieved that no one will be disposed, either partially or temporanly, to thro1v 
the department for its support on the National 'l'reusury. 
Any sudden and material reduc1ion of its revenue, therefore, would ren-
der it necessary to make a corresponding cnrtailment of the mail service, 
which all must see would be attentled with the most serious inconvenience 
to the whole community. And as the present revenue, with the reasonable 
increase that may be anticipated, is barely sufficient to support the depart-
ment with the existing service, and such necessary improvements and ex:-
tensions as will be required, it is evident that there can be no reduction of 
its ag-gregate revenues. 
The qtiestion, therefore, of the reduction of its revenue, is excluded from 
consideration; and the only matter for inquiry is, whether the same amount 
of revenue can be collected with the proposed or any other reduced rates of 
postage? There may be cases, in ,every branch of indirect taxation, in 
which the reduction of the tax will increase the amount of revenue; but 
this result can only be realized when the duty is so exorbitantly high as to 
either occasion gross evasions of the law, or to check the business on which 
the tax falls. And although the reduction of the rate of postage would in-
crease correspondence, there is, in my judgment, no reason to believe that 
the addition of revenue from that source would equal the loss from the re-
duction of the rates. 'l'he experiment now making in England appears to 
afford little support to a contrary opinion, for, if unofficial information can 
be relied upon, the revenue there has fallen off more than 50 per cent., or 
about 840,000 pounds sterling, upon a revenue of Jess than 2,00,0,000. 
Shall we, then, be forced to the conclusion that the present high rates ot 
letter postage are to be permanently maintained? 
This would seem to be the case, unless there be a change in the system, 
by which the expense of the transportation may be reduced, the correspond-
ence increased, and the postage on newspapers and printed matter be_ 
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~qualized and raised. All these objects are practicable, and their united ia-
fluence wonld probably admit of a greater reduction in the rates of Jetter 
postage than is proposed in the resolution of the House of Representatives. 
Such a reform in the system, in my judgment, is demauded by views of 
lJUblic policy, and the higher considerations of private justice. The insti-
·1utions of this country are bnsed on the principles of justice and eqnal right·; 
and any legislation, and more especinlly any system of tnxation, which is a 
- manifest violation of those principles, can only be su ·tnined by the forbear-
ance of public opinion in subjecting it to that test by which all public meaa-
~ures must stand or fall. 
A slight examination of our taritr of postage, in comparison with the e:r-
pense ot the mail establishment, is sufficient to show its manifest injnstice. 
The quarterly retnrns of postmasters furnish uo data for detenmning the 
:relative proportions of the different kinds of matter conveyed in the mail. 
During one week iu the month of June, 1838, an account was token oftlte 
number and weight of the letters, and the weight of tbe newspapers and other 
printed matter received to be conveyed in the mail, at the offices in "New· 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Vfasllington city, and Richmond. The tal'-
ular statement containing these facts is J~erewith submitted. There were 
some orrissions, and, no doubt, some inaccuracies in the proce~s; but the rt-
sults are sufficiently correct for the present pnrpose. 
'l'he whole weight wns 55,2H pounds: of which: 4.4,4fi8 pounds consist-
ed of newspapers; 8,8::!7 of periodicals and pamphlets ; more than jive-
eighths of which being public documents, or other free packets, deposited m 
.the office at Washington city; and the letters, b.otll taxable and free, amormt. 
ed to only 1,922 pounds-being something less than four per cent. 'fhe pro-
portion of printed matter received at these offices, and especially dnrinz the 
session of Congress, may have been somet!Jing greater thnn that of the whole 
mails in the United States. 
It will not be far from the tmth to estimate the printed mnttBr a con:s!,-
tuting ninety five per cent. of the whole mails, whilst it pays but abom 
twelve per cent. of the whole gross revenue, and but about eight per cent. of 
the net r~venue; the commissions on the postage from newspapers and pam-
phlets ucmg- more than on that from letters. ... 
In the transportation, constituting the principal expenditure of the estn."L-
lishment, there are three main elements of price: 
1. The bulk and weight of the mail; 
2. The expedition with which it is conveyed; 
3. The mode of convey~nce, when not controlled by the bulk and we1;;ht 
of the mail, but in reference to accommodating the public travel. 
As the expense of expedition depends maiuly on the weight of the marl, 
these two clements of price are, essentially, resolved into one; so that the 
expense of transportation dependrl on the bulk and weight of the mail, and 
the mode of conveynnce, where it has reference to the public travel, and 1s 
of a higher and more expensive grade thnn the mail service weuld require. 
The services of postmasters depend on the amount. of mail-matter, tiH.. 
number of packets which arc received, distributed, or delivered, at their 
respective offices. But the letters, being made np into mails, require some 
more labor than the newspaper and other packages not sent in t!Jat form. 
From this analysis, it is apparent that nearly the whole expenditure of 
the mail establishment is thrown upon correspondence; it pays the whole 
expense of the free matter, the greater portion of that of newspapers, pen-
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odicals, and pamphlets, and the entire additional expense incurred for ac· 
commodating the public tra.vel. 
. With all these ?urdens, n?t properly belonging to it, thrown upon cor-
Iesp?ndence, the high rate of postage on letters cannot be surprisina · nor 
can _lt be reduced, and keep _np the present extent of the mail servic~ 'with 
the Improvements and additiOns which will be required, without som~ por-
tiOn, of ~ltose burdens are removed by a change in the system. 
Nothm$ can be mo_re apparent than the palpable injustice of onr present 
system of postage tantf. 
The objections against a high protecti\'e tariff on importations apply with 
~t1ll more force_ t~ ou_r tnntf of postages, both in respect to principle and 
the degree of IBJUSllce. Jn the former, the whole community are indi-
rectly taxed for the benefit of a. particular class, and the whole interests of 
the conn~ry are burdened_ to relieve a particular interest; but, the tax beiL:JO" 
l;~dtrect, ·~ose_ on \\~hom 1t i:1Ils ~ay, 111 some way, derive an incidental ad~ 
1 :ntag_e fi om lt:. 'I his; at least, IS contended by its advocates. The post-
u,..e tauff IS a duect tax npon one mau, for the benefit of another· a direct 
~urden on one class, for the relief of another class. ' 
What principle of justice or public policy can snstain a law which taxes 
a correspondent in New York, who has occasion to send a letter by maiL 
to New Orleans, two hundred and fifty per cent. more than the service is 
worth, or costs, to euable a subscriber in New York to a newspaper in New 
Orleans to have it conv.eyed to birn by mail eighty-eight per cent. less than 
the actual cost of the :;:ervice? And what adds to this injustice is the fact 
that the n::ail establishment is a Government monopoly, which, by probibit· 
ing private posts, compels the correspondent to send his letter by the public 
conveyance. 
Our system of postage tariff was dcri ved from England, where postage 
was a tax for revenue analogous to the starnp-lax, as, like that, it was a tax 
on business. Here, it is not a tax; but in the nature of freight, or a charge 
for the service performed. The injustice, therefore, is much greater where 
lhe postage is levied, not for revenue, but for defraying the expense of the 
mail service. 
The low rates of postage on newspapers and other printed matter ori-
ginated in considerations of pnblic policy, and were designed to promote 
the general dissemination of intelligence among the people. But the rea-
~ons for this policy, if admitted ever to have been just, have in a great 
measure ceased to exist. When the mail establishment was first organized, 
printing was confined to the large cities, and there were few ot!Jer channels 
of conveying ne1vspapers but the mail. Now, there are printing estab-
lishments in almost every village; and railroads, steamboats, and other 
Jines of communication, afford cheap and convenient channels for convey-
ing newspapers and other publications, the greater portion of which are 
distributed among the people without the agency of the mail. 
With the view to remove many of the growing evils of the mail estab-
lishment, and to secure the reduction of Jetter postage, I respectfully propose 
a change in the system, on the following bases : 
1. 'l,he entire abolition of the franking privilege, as an exclusive personal 
right, with the exception of the Executive and the heads of departments. 
2. A limitation by law of the maximttm rate of compensation for all 
steamboat, railroad, ai'd coach service. 
_3. The equalization of postage oa newspapers and other printed matter, 
wtth an advance of one hundred per cent. 
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4. A revision of the tariff of letter postage, with a reduction of twenty-
nve per cent. 
The effect of the first of these changes would iie to greatly diminish the 
bulk and weight of the mails, and to increase the postage. Probably two-
thirds of the mail matter now going free would be excluded, and what re-
:mained would be charged with postage; and the two cents paid for the de-
livery of free packets would be saved. 
The newspapers received by printers in exchange might be exempted 
from postage, with a limitation by law of the number. Letters addressed 
to a postmaster exclusively on the business of his office, it might be reason-
able to except from the postnge tax; and also all letters written by postmas· 
ters exclusive! yon official business, provided they are unsealed, (except when 
nddressed to another postmaster or agent of the department,) so that the 
office of delivery may be enabled to decide whether the letter is legally and 
properly entitled to go free. The postage on letters received by members 
of Congress might be paid from the contingent fnnd of the two Houses, 
and on those sent by them during the session, limited to a certain number 
daily; or such limited number per day, sufficient for their official corres-
pondence, might be permitted to go free of postage; and public documents, 
printed by order of either House of Congress, to possess the privilege they 
now do, when sent by a member, with his certilicate that they nre public 
documents. 
Such a modification of their privilege would relieve members of Congress 
from much correspondence very burdensome to them, and, in general, of 
very little public utility. It would tend to arrest the concentration at the 
seat of Government of those influences which, for some time past, appear 
to have directed and coutrollPd tile politics of the country, and to add to that 
stimnlus which aggravates political excitements. The unlimited extent of 
the franking privilege is amoug the causPs which have produced the cen-
tralization of poiitical influence, by enabiing it to exert its power, with n 
view to a definite pmpose, over the conntry. 
The effect of the second change would be to reduce the expense of trans-
portation, and on many routes to substitute a lower aud cheaper grade of 
:>ervice, as wagon, sulkey, or horse, iu the place of stage or coach service. 
The efl:'ect of equalizing and raising the postage on newspapers and other 
:printed matter, would be to diminish the bulk and weight of the mails, and 
mcrease that branch of the revenue about one hundred per cent. 
'l'he revision of the tariff of letter postage on the basis of a reduction of 
twenty·five per cent. would increase correspondence, yet add little to the 
bulk or weight of the mails; and the postage on the additional letters con- · 
veyed would supply, in part, the loss to the revenue from the reduction 
on the rates. 
· 'l'he effect of the whole would be to lighten tbe mails, and render their 
bulk and weight more nniform; tl) cheapen the transportation, and secure 
mo.re regularity in the service ; and, by redncing the tax on correspondence, 
reheve the commercial interest,and benefit the whole community. 
The tariff of po3tage on newspapers, periodicals, and pamphlets, i5 almost 
as .unequal and unjust as the cot'1parative rates of postage upon letters and 
pnnted matter. This inequality and injustice have 'arisen from the great 
changes which ha.ve taken place in the manufacture of paper, whereby the 
former ~istinctions as to dimensions have been lost, ·and a corresponding 
change m the forms of publications introduced. 
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All newspapers now pay the same postage, although some are ten times 
the dimensions and weight of others. 'l'his is not orily unjust to those who 
pay the tax, but equalli so to the publishers. It gives an undne advantage 
to the large establishments in the commercial cities over thP. penny papers in 
the same places, and over the country newspapers, which are more removed 
from sinister influences, and, in general, are the most indPpenden t channels 
of sound public opinion. There seems no good rP-ason for the difference in 
.postage between periodical and non.periodicul pamphlets; and the distinction, 
in fact, is often difficult to determine. By the present law, all printed matter, 
except newspapers, is taxed by the sheet ; and, hom the change in the forms 
of publications, the postage is not, and cannot be, coll ected with any uniform-
ity, from the difficulty experienced by postmasters in classing the various 
publications. Sixteen pages of octavo, or twenty-four of duodecimo, con-
stitute a sheet, although it is often nearly impracticable to distinguish be-
tween them. 
To remove all these difficulties, and to establish a uniform rnte of post-
age on printed matter, the best rule would he to tax it by weight. But if 
there should be objections to so great a change, newspapers could be divided 
into three classes, according to their dimensions, on the plan recommended 
by the late Postmaster General in his annual report in 1836. To tax other 
printed matter by weight, it is believed there can be no ohjection. Whether 
the other more important reforms which have been recommended be effect-
ed or not, the tariff of postage on newspapers and printed matter urgently 
demands a radical revision. The advance on the postage of newspapers -
and other printed mutter, althoug·h regarded as eminently just, is not deemed 
indispensable to tbe object in view; as a revision and equalization of the 
tariff, taking a commo11-sized newspaper of abont 550 square inches as the 
basis, would make a large addition to this branch of the revenue of the 
department. 
The tariff of letter postage proposed in the resolution of the House of 
Representatives would occasion a reduction in that brancl:J of the revenue, 
without reference to the increase of letters, of from twenty to twenty-five 
per ceut. This reduction, therefore, would amount to about $900,000. The 
increase of revenue, from the modification and restriction of the franking 
privilege, may he estimated at $2.i0,000; and that from an increase of cor-
respondtmce, at an equal sum. The saving in the transportation cannot 
well be estimated; bm it would no doubt amount to several hundred thou-
sand dollars. The increase of gross revenue from postages on newspapers 
and other printed matter, with the advance on the postage as proposed, 
would probably amount to $500,000. w·ithont the advance, the revision 
and eqnaliztttion might be estimated to produce half that sum. 
These changes in the establishment conld therefore be made not only 
with safety to its finances, bnt they could hardly fail of placing them in a 
more flourishing condition. 
The full benefit of these improvements conld not be realized under four 
y~nrs; that period being requisite to enable all the contracts to be made 
With reference to them. · · 
It may be deemed an inauspicious time, when the finances of the depart-
ment are low, to revise the tariff of postages on the basis of a reduction. It 
is believed, however, that it can be most safely and judiciously done at such 
a period. If attempted when the revenue is rapidly increasing, the new 
tariff would unavoidably be, in some degree, based on a state of revenue 
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·hich ·would be found fo be only tamporary. But, from the present condi· 
tion of the finances, it would be necessary to postpone the reduced tariff of 
Jetter postage until the lst of Jnly, 1842. And, by the other changes taking 
effect immediately, less retrenchments would be required, and the finances 
()f the department placed in a prosperous condition at the period the new 
tariff was to go into operation. 
'1'hese changes in the system, when tl1eir benefit shall have been fully 
realized, with such improvements as will naturally suggest themselves, it is 
confidently believed will admit of a still further reduction of the rates of 
letter postage, and ultimately bring them down fifty per cent. 
rrhe great inconvenience in the transaction of its business, to which, for 
several years, this department has been subjected, for the want of a public 
building adapted to its uses, and the constant exposure of its books and pa-
pers, will soon be removed by the completion of the building now erecting 
for it. I have adopted such measures as were within my control to protect 
the present building and public property from fire. 1'he building no\v 
erecting for the Post Office Department, if the contractors do not obtai11 
from Congress a further extension of the time for the performance of their 
contracts, will be fit for occupation in t!Je conrse of the ensuing autumn. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
To the PRESIDENT of the United Sta.tes. JOHN M. NlLBS. 
Table of mail SN'i'irf' for the y(wr prereding July 1, 18-10, as e.rlzi!Jited by tile roniNtr-! mTangemen!s in npemtion at tlte 
close !if the ymr . 
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4,010 276,018 $U ,747 767,104 $78,727 ' _ _ 1,013,122 :!!'!13,474 
2,874 134,090 6,196 821,725 6!,310 - - %5,815 70,506 
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949 90,008 7,33:~ 29,224 4,012 - - 119,232 11,345 
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Cpndensed statement oftnail-matter sent from tlte post offices at New York, Philadelplda, Baltimore, Wasltington, D. C., 
. ... and Richmond, Va., jo1· one week. 
- ~FREE PAMP!ILETS. J PAMPIILETS.l NEWSPAPER~.: TOTAL. LETTERS CIHRGED WITH POSTAGE. FREE LETTERS. 
\. 
_:eight. ~~~ Weight of Offic€s. Week ending Number. Weight. Number. Weight. Weight. mail-malier. ------- -------- ----- -----
Pounds oz. Pounds oz.l Pounds oz. Pounds oz. Pounds. Pounds. 
New York- . . 1838, June 13 42,734 79~ 7 1,407 Ill 4 ::11 8 1,6H 0 16,642 19,21!1! 
Phil:J.delphia (1) • . June 17 20,193 357 8 . 981 30 3~ 7 0 2,020 4 1 18,433t 20,841'1 
Baltimore (2) • . June 13 9,776 166 0 420 20 gl 4 0 I 2,510 2,i20 Washington, 0. C. (3) . May 9 - 7,5R5 341 •5,131 0 _ Not reported. l 9,515t Washington, D. C. . June 9 2,325 43 15} Estimated·at 4,000 
Richmond, Va. (4) . June 16 3,03~ 4tl 6i 178 4 6!1 None. _ 1 2,883 2,9351 
Aggregate • • I - w:Oco 1.4~« lo,571 50614,--s-,rn-8 3,66·1--4-1«,468! -55,241l-
--------~~---------~---
• Public Documents. 
. · NOTE& 
(I) Th~ postmaster rep0rts the total weigh~ of mail-matter from his office as less than the average would be, ~f se\·eral successive weeks were trie~. 
The weight of charg~able pamphlets sent m the first week of each month is greater by 100 per cent. than IS shown by h1s report of June 17, owmg to 
the greater number of their pcnodicals being published on the 1st ofevery month. . ; . . . . 
(2) The postmaster g1 vts no separate [report] of pamphlets, but mcludes themw1th the newspapers. rhe proportiOn of the former sent from hi~ office lS 
belie vet! to b~ ~mall. 
(3) Th~re is no report of the new-spaper~ sent from this 0ffice. The weight is estimated. The postmaster estimates the weight of public documents 
reported as Jess than the average of the session, but not more than the average of the year. 
The free letters he con>Iders as exceeding, both in weight and number, t~e average of the year, though less than the a\·erage of the session of Congress. 
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, 
Repwt of George Plitt, special agent of the Post Office Department. 
Vf ASHINGTON, November, 1840. · 
SIR: Your predecessor in office having honored me with a commission 
to visit Europe, "for the purpose of collecting and reporting useful in-
formation in relation to the mail arrangements which long experience, as 
well as modern improvements, have introduced into the post office estab-
lishments of the principal nations on that continent," I now beg leave to 
submit, for yotir consideration, the following report, as the result of my 
investigations : 
I left New York on the 13th of June, 1839, and returned on the 9th of 
August, 1840. During this period of my absence, I visited the Post Office 
Departments of England, Scotland, France, Belgium, Saxony, Prussia, 
Austria, Bavaria, Wurtemburg, Baden, and the free Hanseatic cities of 
Frankfort, Hamburg, Bremen, and Li.iebeck. 
In many of the countries my stay was necessarily short; yet, owing to 
the great facilities which were freely afforded me by the liberality and 
kindness of the various distinguished gentlemen at the heads of the dif-
ferent departments, I have been enabled to collect a mass of information, 
which will, I hope, prove useful with reference to any alteration which 
may hereafter be made in the post office system of this country. My 
warmest thanks are due to each and all of these gentlemen, and, were it 
practicable, it would give me pleasure to name them individually in such 
terms of praise as is deservedly merited by them; but especially am I in-
debted to Rowland Hill, Esq., the distinguished founder of the penny-
post system in England, and to Lieutenant Colonel Maberly, the able and 
talented secretary of the Post Office Department in London, for much valu-
able information which they communicated most freely, and with marked 
courtesy and kindness. 
POST OFFICE IN LO::."l"DON. 
The general post office and the city office are not, as with us, separate 
and distinct from each other, but are connected; the city office being under 
~he .immediate direction of the general post office. The interior organ-
lzatlOn of the department is as follows : 
Se~retary's office, containing 
Mml coach office, " 
Solicitor's office, " 
Receiver general's office, " 
Accountant genP.ral's office, " 
Money order oftice, - " · 
Dead letter office, " 
Ship letter office, " 
Marine guard, " 
Inland office, " 
Messengers 
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The above comprises all the letter carriers and receivers employed within 
a circle of twelve miles from the post office. In this circle letters are de-
livered at the residence of the person addressed, and taken up from the 
receiving-houses jive times per day. There is, besides, an inner circle of 
tlwee miles from the post office, within which there are seven deliveries 
per day, and also seven collections fi·om the receiving-houses, to go by the 
general post, as late as 5 o'clock, P. M. 
Arrival aud departure if tiLe mails. 
The mails, for every direction, leave the General Post Office ev01y day, 
except Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P. M.; and are made to arrive, as nearly as 
may be, at 6 o'clock, A. M., Sunday excepted. 
[The office is not opened on Sunday, either for the delivery of letters 
or for receiving or despatching the mails . This is, however, the only 
office in the United Kingdom where Sunday is so strictly obserYed.J 
Some innovations, as to hours of departure and arrival, have lately been 
allowed, for the particular accommodation of the railroad companies. 
Rates if postage. 
Since the lOth of January, 1840, the uniform rate of postage upon every 
letter weighing not more than half an ounce, for any part of the United 
Kingdom, has been one penny; letters of one ounce, two pence; and so 
on, adding one penny for every additional half-ounce. Packets are limited 
in weight to sixteen ounces; but, according to the law, there is no re-
striction as to size. Persons disposed to give trouble, therefore, might 
encumber the mail with parcels of wool under a pound weight, or might 
even insist upon sending a cane .fishinp;-rod. 
The offices of the department have already been greatly annoyed in this 
way; and doubtless the law will be altered, in this particular, during the 
present Parliament. 
Upon all foreign letters, either coming into or going out of the king-
dom, the old rates of postage are continued, with some modification. For 
instance: all letters from the United States, to any part of the country, 
weighing half an ounce, a uniform rate of one shilli~o~g is charged if arri-
ving in a packet-ship, and eight pence if in a merchant or transient vessel. 
.Pranking p1·ivilege. 
This privilege is entirely abolished under the late law. [For a list of 
those who formerly enjoyed the franking privilege in E.ngland, you are 
respectfully referred to my letter No. 3, dated London, 30th July, 18:39. 
You will there perceive that the members of Parliament were restricted as 
to the number of letters they were allowed .to frank each day, and were, .. 
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besides, obliged to put the day of the '11UJnth upon ench letter franked by 
them.] 
Newspapers. 
These are sent free to any part of the kingdom, provided they be 
mailed within eight days after they are printeu. All foreign newspapers 
are charged with postage at the rate of t1co pence each. Every newspaper 
published in England pays a stamp duty of two pence j it would, there-
fore, seem scarcely right to tax it again when sent by mail. 
Transmission of funds. 
There being no bank notes in England of a less denomination than fi \-e 
pounds, the department, for the convenience of those who wish to trans-
mit small sums by mail, have a money order qf!ice, where all sums under 
two pounds are insured for a small premium. Drafts arc drawn upon the 
respective postmasters at the offices where it is desired to remit money, 
and notices of such drafts are made out and forwarded to these officers the 
day prerious to the remittance of the drafts themselves. 
Transportation of the rnail on miln·nys. 
Contracts for carrying the mail are made by the Postmaster General 
with the respective railway companies, in the same manner as in this 
country_ Each company, however, is obliged by law to carry a mail 
whenever desired to do so by the Postmaster General, no matter whether 
it be night or day. Should the company and the Postmaster General dis-
agree as to the compensation to be allowed, the matter is referred to three 
disinterested individuals, whose award isjinal. 
At present, the mail is carried upon nine different rail w::tys, at an averao-e 
price of ninety dollw·s per mile per annum. On the great road from Lo~­
don "to Liverpool, upon which the large mails for Ireland, Scotland, the 
British Provinces in North America, and for the United States, arc carried, 
the price paid per mile per annum is $ 107 50, and the contract time for 
the performance of the whole distance of 210 miles is twenty-three miles 
-per hour; leaving London at half-past 8 o'clock, P. 1\1., and arriving in 
Liverpool on the following morning at about half-past 5, being altogether 
night service. 
Railzcay post rifjices. 
Each railway company provides a separate car, when desired to do so 
by the Postmaster ~neral, for the exclusive use of the mails. As with 
us, these cars are fitted up with boxes, to facilitate the distribution and 
:reception of the way-mails. On the London and Liverpool road, it re-
quires the constant and active employment of two clerks to assort, receive 
and hand out the mails; such is the rapidity of travel, and so muneron; 
are the post offices upon this route. No letters or papers are received at the 
cars and mailed, as with us. Every thing must come through the post 
office. 
•ro all the mail cars there is an ingenious machine attached, intended 
to catch and drop a mail at the same time, at places where the truin would 
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not otherwise be obliged to· stop. This I have seen successfully done 
several times, while travelling at the rate of 30 miles an hour; but it has 
been frequently known to fail-the mail to be taken in dropping upon the 
road, and the train proceeding without it. Such mail, however, would be 
picked up and forwarded by the next train, by an officer stationed to receive 
the mail left. 
Making up and despatclti11g mails. 
The hours for closing the mails for the evening despatch are as follows: 
At the receiving houses, 5 o'clock P. M. 
At the branch offices, 6 o'clock P. M. 
At the principal office, 6k o'clock P. M. 
All the principal mails for the kingdom, as well as for every part of the 
world, are sent off by this despatch. 'I'he hour for departure is 8 o'clock, 
thus leaving only one hour and a half for assorting and making up this 
immense mail. For a fee of si.tpence, letters can be mailed at the princi-
pal office until half past 7 o'clock P.M. Newspapers and pamphlets must 
be in the office by 6 P. M. 
NU1;1ber if letters and newspapers. 
The average number of letters received daily, for delivery in the Lon-
don Post Office, is 75,350. 
The average number of newspapers received daily, for delivery in the 
London Post Office, is 11,460. 
The average number of letters sent, daily posted in London, is 80,370. 
The average number of letters daily distributed and forwarded is 
22,310. 
The average number of newspapers daily posted in London is 83,510. 
'l'he average number of newspapers daily distributed and forwarded is 
3,000. 
In the London district post, the average number of letters received and 
delivered daily is 68,000; number of newspapers, 3,500. 
Delivery if letters. 
As all the principal mails arrive in London in the morning, there are 
btlt three deliveries a day by the carriers of the general post. These car-
riers are distinguished from those belonging to the t1copenuy post, or city 
delivery, by wearing the livery of the department, viz: a scarlet coat with 
a blue collar, and buttons stamped with an impression of the royal arms. 
The carriers of the twopenny post wear the common citizen's dress. 
When the mails coming in the general post are ready for delivery, the 
carriers are taken to their respective walks in omnibuses belonging to the 
department. Comparatively, there are very few letters delivered from the 
window of the post office at London. At Liverpool, and some other of 
the larger towns, boxes are put up similar to those in our cities, which 
are sold by the postmaster, and is one of his perquisites. The advantage 
to the owner of the box is, that he receives his letters much earlier than 
by waiting for the carrier. 
All letters by the general post are delivered by the calTiers without any 
additional charge. 
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Besides the letter caniers, there are also attached to the general post 
ninety-five bellmen, who ~all at every house in their walk for letters to 
go by the evening despatch. They carry a locked bag, with un :;.pertnre 
large enough to drop in a letter, which can only be opened at the post 
office. Any person having letters to go by the mail may drop them into 
the bag himself, pay the bellman his fee of one penny for each letter, and 
then may rest assured that they will be despatched by the mail of the 
same evening. 
'l'he letter carriers belonging to the twopenny post (still so called, to dis-
tinguish it from the general post, although the postage is only one pe1,ny) 
assemble at the several branch offices in their respective districts, where 
each receives the letters for his walk every two hours. 
The letters arc assorted at the principal office, and sent to the branch 
ofliccs. 
In Paris, where there are six deliveries of the "petite poste" per 
day, the carriers of the general and" petite poste" letters are the same. 
In a report made by Rowland Hill, Esq., on the French post office, in 
October, 1839, speaking of this plan, he says: '' The plan of employing 
one set of letter carriers for the delivery of all letters, appears to work ex-
ceedingly well in Paris; and all whom I consulted on the subject gave it 
a decided preference over our plan of employing two sets of letter carriers-
one to deliver the general post, and another the twopenny po.>t Letters. 
All that I saw and heard in Paris tends to confirm the opiuion I have 
already expressed: that great convenience and economy would result 
from the union of the two bodies in London." 
'l'he establishment of receiving houses in some of the larger cities in 
the Union, upon a plan similar to those of London and Paris, aud having 
carriers to deliver letters three or four times per day, would undoubtedly-
be a great convenience to the people, and would add considerably to the 
correspondence of those cities. It could be done, in my opinion, without 
ioss to the revenue of the department. The receivers in Loudon are 
generally men engaged in a business, the duties pfwhich oblige them to 
have some one constantly in attendance; and, therefore, they can afford 
to do the duty of receiving letters, and taking the pay for them, for a very 
small commission. The houses in Londo11 are principally drug stores, 
groceries, stationers, small retail shops, &c. &c. 
Mail transportation. 
The number of miles upon which the mail in the United 
annually carried by mail coaches, horse, and foot posts, is 
By railways, ~ - - - -
The annual cost of which, for the former, is 







The number of post towns in the United Kingdom and their dependen-
cies is as follows : 
England and Wales, 640 
Sub-offices and receiving houses, 1,821 
Ireland, - - - 339 
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Sub-offices and receiving houses, 
Scotland, 
Sub-offices and receiving houses, 






The general post office in London,_has accounts opened only with the 
640 offices called post towns, in England and ·wales, and with the post 
offices of Dublin, in Ireland, and Edinburgh, in Scotland. Mails are 
made up in London for the whole of Ireland, to the post office at Dublin, 
where they are distributed, and separate bills made out tor each office. 
ln like manner, the sub-offices in Ireland make up their mails direct to 
Dublin. So also in Scotland. The office in Edinburgh is, in fact, the 
post office department for Scotland. That officf' compares all the bills 
as they are returned, (which is done daily,) C'.ollcrts all the moneys due, and 
jinally settles the account with each sub-oilice under its jurisdiction. l f 
there should be any discrepancy between the account of any sub-office 
and the office at Edinburgh, the bills are sent to the general department 
at London for decision. The a~counts between the larger offices, sue!t 
as Dublin, Edinburgh, Liverpool, J\1anchester. &c., are sent to the depart-
_ment at London and settled monthly. 
It might be worthy of the serious consideration of the department, 
whether a plan, somewhat similar to this, could not be beneficially intro-
duced into the United States. The rapid increase in our population, the 
enormous extension of mail routes, and the vast accumulation of po:t 
offices, ruake it absolutely necessary that the labor required of the de-
partment at -washington, to be rjfactive, shonld be divided. It is well 
Jmown that, ereu at this time. it is entirely impossible to examine awl 
compare all the post bills which are returned rruarterly to the department, 
and that consettuently there is no r:!fectuat check upon a single post office 
in the Union. What will it be if the same state of things is '-'uifered 
to continue a few years longer? If three or four sub-depw·tments, with 
limited powers, were established in different quarters of the Union, the 
existillg evils of the present system would doubtless be remedied. Of 
course, these sub-dPparlments should be under the direction and control 
of the general department at Washington . 
• Vail-guards. 
Every mail, of any importance, leaving or coming into Lomlon, i-s aL.-
companied with a guard, who has the especial charge of the mail while 
on the road. He delivers and takes in all the mails at each office upon 
his route. He is employerl by the department, and, like the letter carriers 
of the general post, wears its livery when on d~. The guard is also fur-
nished with a chronometer, set exactly with the }ost office time, which is 
locked, so that it cannot be altered by him. Being furnished with a way-
bill containing the time of arrival at each office upon his route, and havi11g 
the entire control of the coach, he scarcely ever fails to be within the time 
specified. He is armed with a blunderbuss and pistols furnished by the 
department. 
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&eamboot mails. 
Mails are carried, in steamers, by contract with the departmE!nt at London, 
to Boston, via Hal\fax. A C(lpy of the contract with Mr. Cunard, and a 
no,ice of the days of saili'ng, from the' secretary of the general post office, 
are hereto annext'd, (marked A.) Letters post paid to Boston, from any 
part of the Union, will be sent by these steamers to England or France, 
without any additional charge on this side. When they reach England, 
each letter not weighing more than half an ounce, will be charged with 
one shillinf! postage, and at this rate for every additional half ounce, D() 
matter to what part of the kingdom it may be addressed. If destined for 
France, the French postage will be added-20 sons, or cents, for every 
half-ounce. 
A CQnventional arrangement is now existing between England and 
Franr.e, a copy of which is annexed, (marked B,) by which letters can be 
sent to and from either country, without the pre-payment of postage; 
which was not the case some time since. Similar arrangements are about 
being made bE;tween England and Belgium, Prussia, and some other of 
the German kmgdoms. 
Upon leaving England, the Chancellor of the Exchequer informed me 
that propositions of a like nature had been forwarded to the English min-
ister at Washington, to be laid before our Government. 
Steamboat mails are also sent from London to Rotterdam, and to Ham-
bmg and Bremen, semi-weekly. An agent from the department accom-
panies the mail each trip, under whose especial charge it is placed. 
Penny postage. 
A comparative statement, showing the number of letters delivered in 
the United Kingdom, for one week during the existence of the old law, 
and one week under the operation of the present law, was published on 
the 7th of July, 1840, by order of the House of Commons, and is as fol-
lows, viz: 
Whole number of letters delivered during the week end-
ing 21st June 1840 - - - - - 3,221,206 
Whole number ~f letters delivered during the week ending 
the 24th November, 1839 1,585,973 
1,635,23:l 
-----
Being an increase of more than double in favor of the new law, in the 
first six months of its operation. 
Stamps of one penny aud two pence each were first introduced on the 
6th of May, 1840; and since that period there has been an increase of 
nearly 300,000 letters, taking the week ending on the 26th April, and 
comparing it with the week ending 21st June. Some of these stamps are 
annexed. They are a great convenience to the corresponding public, as--
they can at all times be carried in the pocket, and, by wetting them slight-
ly, they will adbere most closely to the letters upon which they are placed. 
En vel opes of half a sheet of paper are also in use. The price of these is 
lfd. each; but they are by no means as convenient as the stamp. They-
have, however, been used as a medium of advertising, by many persons 
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having thflir notices printed on the inside. When this is the case, theJ 
arq sold at the 11tationers for ten and eleven peq~ per dozen. 
It is proper to state, that the estimated deficiency in the revenue of the 
department, for one year from the commencemtm~ pf the new law, will 
probabl( be nearly one million of pounds sterling. Admitting this esti-
mate to be correct, the department would still have a surplus revenue for 
the year of upwards of six hundred thousand pounds sterling. 
General duties. 
In the British post otfi~s the detail of duties is very similar to out· 
own, with the exceptions already given. Their system sooms to work 
exceedingly well in their own country, where there are, comparatively, 
few post offices and no bad roads to contend against, and is, perhaps, as 
nearly perfect as it can be made. 1'hey have the advantage of long ex-
perience, and of laws to meet any exigency that might have a tendency 
to retard the operations of the department. 
1 I cannot close thi~:~ part of my report without again expressing my obli-
gations to the gentlemen at the head of the British Post Office iJepart· 
ment. My thauks are also due to the chiefs of the several bureaus, all of 
whom, without an exception, took pleasure in showing and explaining to 
me the operations in their respective divisions. I should feel that I was 
neglecting a portion of my duty, if l did not. take this occasion to bear tes · 
timony to their extreme kindness and liberality. 
FRENCH POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
The following answers to numerous interrogatories, in relation to the 
interior organization and the divisions of duty in the Post Office Depart-
ment of France, were obligingly furnished by order of M. Conte, the 
experienced qirector of the department; to whom I respectfully beg 
leave to tender my grateful acknowledgments. 
Answers to the iuterrogatoril's cif Mr. George Plitt, a~ettJ if the United 
States Post O.fftce Department, from the Post OJice Department of 
l<rance.* 
Question 1. In what manner are the a~unts of the Post Offi~ De-
partment kept and settled 1 
Answer. '!'here is no office of accounts, properly so called, in the Gene~ 
ral Post Office. The accounts of the post office form one of the· branches 
of the general items of the Minister of Finance, in whom the financial 
concerns of every portion of the Government centre. In the Post Office 
Department there is simply one office to ascertain the proceeds, and an-
other the expenses. All the expenses are under the immediate orders of 
the Minister of Finance. 
*The questions proposed by Mr. Plitt, touching all the details of the PO!'t Office Department 
• in Fra~~cc it would be difficult to answer m a single note. It has therefore been deemed propel' 
to attach tb thi~ document, to facilitate explanation, a collection of instructiollll and regulations 
<1f the Post Office Department, comprising-
!. General instructions, three volumes. 
2. Particular instructions relating 10 distribntion, one volume. 
3. Ordinance of November, 1835, one volume. 
4. Manual of the franking privilege, one volume. 
5. Post Office dictionary, three volumes. 
li. Post Office book, one volume. 
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In each territorial department, a postmaster is bound to include in his 
own account those of the other postmasters in the same department. This . 
postmaster, who is called the "acr_ow.tiug postmaster," is himself amena-
ble only to the tribunal of accounts. 
The results, both as to receipts and expenditures, verified each day by 
the postmasters on their books, are reported by them on a manifest 01" 
duplicate, at the end ot every month, and transmitted to the "accouT!iing 
postmaster" of their department. 
At the same time, the" accountin.!f postmaster," uniting to his operations 
those verified by the monthly certificates of the other postmasters, makes 
out an abstract or recapitulation, which, with the certificate for a voucher, 
he forwards to the general accounting department of the ministry. One 
of the duplicates of certificates is forwarded to the postmaster whom it 
concerns, through the "acco11ntiug postmaster," with such corrections as 
there may be, so as to correspond with his own statpments; the other 
remains at the general department of accounts. One of the duplicates 
of abstract or recapitulation is returned to the "accounting postmaster," 
together with the certificate, and serves as a voucher to his credit. 
Evidences of credit form the basis of the monthly and annual accounts 
made out by the "accounting postmaster." 
The evidence required by the general financial department, in rela-
tion to the monthly returns, has for its object principally to ascertain if 
the receipts as well as the expenditures agree exactly with the classifica-
tion and employment regulated by the budget. The details belong more 
particularly to the examination of the central administration upon the 
particular accounts, and form the elementary accounts, serving as a basis 
in the establishment of these accounts by the board on the estimate of the 
receipts. 
Every postmaster, without exception, must produce at the end of each 
month the following special accounts: 
1. Account of the regular receipts of postage. 
2. Account of receipts of postage in conn try mails. 
3. Account of receipts for passengers in the mail coaches. 
4. Account of silver articles received, and the duty of five per cent. upoa 
them. 
5. Account of silver articles paid. 
6. Account of dead letters sent to the General Post Office. 
The special accounts are forwarded dimctly to the General Post Office. 
By the verification to which they ate subjected, each accountant may 
hav~ his account (if regular) approved of, or may be forced to acknowledge 
recetpts or deficits; the whole of which is nottfied to him by an order of 
the court, and which he is to include in the aceount of the succeeding 
month. 
'I'he result of the special accounts is transmitted every month, by the 
general post office, to the financial department, by means of certificates, 
the contents of which serve to regulat.e the statements of the directors or 
postmasters in their monthly exhibits. 
[For details respecting the mode of the establishment, and the certificate 
of the accou!tts, see the 1st volume of" General Instructions," 12th part, 
under the tttle of" Accout,ts," from page 330 to tl:e couclmion; also, 
"Rules," 3d vol.] 
Question 2. How often, and in what manner, do 1>0stm1sters ray the·r 
dues to the dep.utment1 
• 
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Anszoer. It hM been stated before; that the ac.counts of postmasters are 
kept monthly, and renewed every year by the" accounlittg postmaster." 
As to the disposable funds, the postmasters are bound to pay them over 
into the treasury of the financial department thrice, twice, or once a 
month, (according to the amount or the importance of their receipts,) re-
serving only such funds as may be strictly necessary for the expeuses of 
their establishment. 
Question 3. What are the checks upon postmasters, to prevent them 
:fiom defrauding the department 1 
Answer. As far as regards the receipts upon postage, the check is on the 
exhibits of the post office of destination, contrasted with those of the for-
warding post office, on the post bill, which reciprocally accompanies every 
daspatch. In the mean time, each postmaster having the right of cor-
rectiug, be it more or less, the amount of postage placed to his charge by 
his correspondent, it may happen that an unfaithful agent may charge 
mistakes which do not exist, in order to lessen so much the amount of 
receipts for which he would be accountable; but such a proceeding could 
not be habitually practised, without being effectually checked. 
Notwithstanding, certain portions of the receipts of postage escape con-
trol ; among others, the receipts of postages to and from the same district, 
which necessarily are subject to the good faith of the postmaster. especially 
in those cases where he himself performs all the duties. But the depart-
ment has endeavored to fortify the proofs of receipts, by precautions cal-
culated to make defaulting difficult; and this has been particularly the 
aim of the regulations of November, 1835, hereto annexed. 
'I'he profits arising from seats in mail coaches are exhibited by the rec·· 
ord of travellers on the way-bill, which is in the custody of the courier, 
and which is inspected by the postmasters on the principal points of too 
mute. 
The profits of silver articles are ascertained by the receipt and order -
delivered to the depositors. · 
As regards expenses, they cannot be paid by the postmaslt'rs except by 
an order from the Minister of Finance, and a sub·order of the general 
post office; and for their voucher, they must have the receipt of the party 
paid. 
Finally, each postmaster is obliged to give a bond to the Treasury De-
partment, before entering UJX>n his duties, proportioned to the respousi-
bility of his tmst, which remains as a security for his acts until a final 
settlement of his accounts; which bond cannot easily be forfeited by a 
deficit, when you take into account the obligation imposed upon the post-
masters, as has been before stated, to keep no more funds on baud than 
may be absolutely necessary for the expeuses of the establishment. 
Question 4. What is the annual pay of postmasters, and how often are 
they required to render their accounts? 
Answer. Postmasters are divided into two classes: postmasters with 
fixed salaries, and postmasters who receive a percentage on income.• 
* "Postmasters with fixed salaries" are so called becau~e they are oomposed of several a~ents 
at fixed rates; and those who receive a percentage are m~naged by a ~ingle p<lStmaster, reeeiv-
:lng a compensation proportionate to the income; exceptin~, so-netimes, a fixed allowan<-e has 
bcten gr&nted to certain postmasters who come under the class of I hose reeeiving ll per cmta~e. 
It is usual to establish lixed salaries to all offices whose receipts alOO\l.D.t to twenty thQu.saOO 
il"anc.s. 
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Besides the fixed allowance paid to them monthly, the postmasters of 
the smaried offices receive every three months the expenses in.curred for 
()){Jrk-hire, rent, statiouary,&.c. There is, however,.5 per cent. taken from 
the salary of these officers, which is placed in the retiring pension fund. 
The pay of the postmasters of the salaried offices varie~ from six and 
eight hnndred francs a year to seven thousand francs; and [they J are allow-
ed for rent and office expenses, from three and four hundred to fifteen thou-
sand francs. . 
The pay of the postmasters of the "percentage offices" is regulated by 
the receipts ofletter postage, and the duty of 5 per cent. on silver articles, 
as follows: 
On the amount of five thousand francs, or under, the allowance is 20 
per cent.; all above five thousand francs, 5 per cent. 
Whenever the receipts do not amount, during a whole year, to tw-o 
thousand francs, the postmaster is entitled to a fixed minimum of tour 
hundred francs. ·. 
The four fifths of the remittances only are taken into consideration in 
- the estimate of the salary, and, as such, subjected to the tax of 5 per cent. 
for the benefit of the retiring pension fund; tlw other one-fifth, not subject 
to the 5 percent., is considered as a substitute for office expenses, rent, &c. 
lndependently of the amount allowed hereinbefore specified, the post-
masters of the" percentage offices" receive, according to location and the 
importance of their duties, remuneration fi1r the expenses of night service, 
expenses of distribution of letters from house to house, and expenses of 
assistants; perquisites which average to each postmaster two hundred 
. francs a year. 
Answers to the second part of the 4th interrogat01y will be found in the 
1st aml ~d interrogatories. 
Ques{ion 5. What is the tariff of postages upon letters 7 
Answer. Letters sent from one post office to another are charged in pro-
portion to an estimated ratio of distance and weight. 
Estimated ratio of distances. 
Forty kilometres (about 25 miles) inclusive, (2 decimes,) about 4 cents . 
. From 40 to 80 lnlometres 3 " " 6 " 
" 80 to 150 " 4 " j( 8 " " 1511 to 220 " 5 " " 10 " 
" 220 to 300 ,., 6 " " 12 " " 300 to 400 " 7 " " 14 " " 4UO to 500 " 8 " " 16 " " 60ll to 600 " 9 " " 1~" " 600 to 750 " 10 " " 20 " " 750 to 900 " 11 " " 22 " " 900 and above " 12 " " 24 " 
Estimated r'atio of 1oeiglds. 
Unoor 7! grammes, (about t ounce,) 1 postage. 
From 7! to 10 " !- " 1! " 
" 10 to 16 " ! " 2 " 
" 15 to 20 " ! " 21 " 
. and so on, for every 5 grawmos, half a postage ad~litional. 
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All Jette~'$ mailed in a town for delivery in the same plaeO, are raied as 
l>Hows: 
Under 15 grammes (1 decirne) 2 cents. 
From 15 to 30 " 2 " 4 " 
"30to60 " 3 " 6" 
and for every 30 grammes nbove, 2 cents additional. 
The charges for the city of Paris form an exception ; the 10llowing is 
the ratio: 
Under 15 grammes, 3 cents. 
From 15 to 30 " 5 " 
· " 30 to 60 " 7 '' 
and for every 30 additional grammes, 2 cents more. 
Letters to and from places where there are no post office establishments, 
carried by special agents, called "country agents," pay two cents to the 
post office of such district. When destined to a post office out of that 
· district or place, they are subject to the postage of the office in that dis-
trict, and also to two cents more for the office out of the district.* 
Samples of goods pay one-third letter postage. Letters despatched by 
special charge (that is, registered letters for which a receipt is given) are 
subject to double postage. They must be post paid. 
Question 6. Are letters charged by weight, or by the number of sheets 1 
Answer. Letters are charged by weight, as has been just stated, with-
out regard to the number of sheets of which they may be composed, or 
which they may contain. 
Question 1. What is the postage upon newspapers and pamphlets 7 
.Answer. The postage on newspapers and periodicals sent from one depart-
ment to another, is 4 centimes a printed sheet of30 square decimetres (about 
1-! foot) size, and 4 centimes for every additional 30 decimetres, or any 
proportion thereof. . 
Extras, which may be published on account of abundance of matter, 
are exempt. 
The postage on newspapers and periodicals, with their extras, circu-
lating within the department where they are published, is two centimes 
only,(-} of a cent.) The postage on unbound books, pamphlets, cata-
logue8, prospectuses, advertisements, and notices of different kinds, is-
5 centimes for each printed sheet; 
2~ " every half-sheet ; and 
li " every quarter-sheet. 
The postage on newspapers and printed sheets rnust always be paid in 
advance. These articles cannot be despatched without wrappers. 
fllfr postage on periodicals, and letters in general, see the 1st vol. of 
" General Im~tructions," 3d part, from page 35 to page 76.] . 
Question 8. Who enjoys the franking privilege? and to what extent ts 
it practised 1 
Arzstoer. The franking privilege is allowed only to certain public officers, 
and to them only in their public correspondence. It is granted by the 
Jdinister of Finance, on the request of ministers, or the principal officer of 
the department to which these public officers are attached, and by the 
advice of the board of the general post office. It is more or less exten· 
• 'IlleR regulations are not apflicabk to &he .coontry villages ill. the. deparimenl of the Seine. 
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sive, according to the number of agents with whom each otlieer holds: 
torresponden<'.e. 
[For the conditions of the franking privilege, and the list of officers t() 
whom it is granted, see the " Manual of the Franking Privilege," here-
unto annexed.] 
Quest·ion 9. Upon what terms is money sent 7 and does the department 
insure its safe transmission? . 
Answer. The transmission of coin is done at an average of 5 per cent. 
on the amount deposited. 
A declaration of deposite, and an order payable at any of the post-
offices in the kingdom, is delivered to the forwarder, in place of the sum. 
deposited. The order is sent to the one who is to receive it. The decla-
ration of deposite is kept by the forwarder. It is a lien in case of non-
payment. 
To the amount of 100 francs, the orders are payable at sight; over that 
sum, they are not paid, .except by authority of the Post Office Department.. 
No sum of money under 50 centimes can be received. 
The orders above 10 francs are subject to a stamp-tax of 35 centimt'S", 
independently of the duty of 5 per ceut. 
The •transmission is insured. In case of the loss of the orders, the: 
money is refunded, on due proof, to the depositor. 
[See" General Instructions," 8th part, from page 231 to page 355.] 1 
Questum 10. What is the average cost of the transportation of the mail 
per mile per annum? 
Answer. 'l'he average price by the league, for the transportation of the: 
mail, is detailed as follows: 
Statement on the 3lst December, 1839. 
Number of leagues tra- General expen.o;es of Average rate p.lcague 
velled annually. transportation. of 4 kilometres. 
Mail coaches . 1,554,000 •6 022000 3 frs. 87 c· ) l 
In stag!Js - 3,760,000 1.761,000 46 
On horseback - 31119,000 1,076,000 34 
On foot - 1A20,000 328,000 23 
- --
9,853,000 9,187,000 frs. 1 fr. 7c. 
Question ll. Is the mail carried by contract with citizens, or by the. 
Government? 
.Amu>er. The transportation of ilespatclles is done by the Government, 
on-economical principles, according to the exhibit hereinafter made, (No. 
12;) and also by contract, in stages, on horseback, or on foot, in the'man-
ner hereiubefore shown, in the other parts of France. 
*In tile amount of 6~~000 franc.~ under the abwe head, are eompri~ the expenses ot 
eooveyi~ .travellers. Tile lncl)'lle of seats being 1,56i!,OOO francs, the ~tual t.>XpellSe of~• 
t~"PP.rtahon of.kltlers is ~ \o 4,460,000 francs; average by the league, two frali.CS 
Clghtf-lleVell 0011Cimes. 
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The transportation of despatches by the Government is effected by 4
' nwil eoaclws," drawn by two or four horses; the proprietor of the horses 
.receiving, as pay for this service, 1 franc 75 centimes per horse, 1 franc 
60 centimes more for drivers, and some other perquisites, for every myri-
ametre, (equal to six miles.) [See the Post Book hereto annexed; also, 
Ule Register of General Expenses of transportation of despatches by mail, 
established for the year 1841.] . 
Question 12. How far is the mail carried per oour upon the principal 
leading roads 7 
















lStrasburg -T<.ulouse -Valenciennes* 
SECOND SECTION. 
tB•yonne - -From Bordeaux to Toulou
8
e - -· Avignon~ - -From Lyons to Strasburg - -From Moulins to Clermont - -
{Bayonne - -From Toulouse to Marseilles - -From Troyes to Mulhausen - -
Distances in Time Average of 
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* The routes marked with an asteri1<k are travelled by light coaches, drawn by two hol"'iM,. 
These coaches take no passengers. They are callOO "erp'l'eJJ m«ilt," (malles estafettes.) 
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Question 13. Are the~e any mails carried on horseback or on foot 1 II 
so, how much is paid per mile per annum 1 
Ans1oer. For an answer to this interrogatory, see No. 10. 
Q!eeslion 14. Are there any secret travelling ag3nts of the department'? 
If so, what are their particular duties, and what is their annual compen-
sation 1 
Answer. The department has no secret agents. The superintendence 
of the service is, both in law and fact, managed by postmasters and in-
spectors stationed on the lines of the mail routes. 
The department has especial care, before establishing a mail, to have 
the route explored by special agents, instructed to determine upon the 
time absolutely necessary for travelling from one relay to another, and for 
changing the mails at each office. 
From the report of these agents a way-book is prepared, a printed copy 
of which is given to each mail-driver at the time of his departure, and 
upon which hfl is obliged to record, in writing, at each station, the exact 
time of his progress, and to set down explicitly the causes of his delay 
which may have accidentally occurred, and which must be verified by 
the attestation of the postmasters or the local authorities. . 
There is, also, kept by the department a "registry of control" on the 
travelling route, in which the mail-drivers are classed, and which serves: 
as the authority for their promotion. 
'rhose who are guilty of habitual delays are put at the bottom of the 
list for one, two, or more trips; and if they continue in being behind time, 
they are transferred to a route of insignificant importance. 
When the duties of a mail-driver are not regularly performed, or when 
he is suspected of fi·aud, the inspectors of the department keep a close 
watch upon him_ (ad /we.)• 
Question 15. How are post offices established, and under what circum-
::;tances are they discontinued? 
Answer. The conditions which the department generally requires for 
the establishment of a post office are the fi)llowing : 
The village must be about from three to four leagues (twelve to sixteen 
kilomerres-eight to twelve miles) from any post office . 
The probable annual income of the post office must amount to at least 
4,000 francs. 
Finally, the request must be made by the town council of the village, 
on proper deliberation, and approved of by the prefet of the department. 
1'his last condition is indispensable; the other two yield occasionally 
to considerations of public interest, when it would be advantageous to 
the trading or Government interests to encourage the correspondence of 
any particular place. It sometimes happens that a post office establish-
ment is transferred from one place to another, but never (or very rarely) is 
it abolished. 
. In situations, the importance of which depends upon certain facilities 
for correspondence, and by a direct intercourse without possessing the 
requisites of a post office establishment, properly so called, a distribution 
office is established i the duties of which are not essentially different from 
those of a post office. 
"'In the central dep'U"tment there are three inspectors especially commissioned to keep the 
drivers in order, and to whom are intrusted the duties vf th1s portion of the service. ' 
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Any distribution office is subordinate to a post office, from whkh it re-
ceives and despatches mails, and to which it must account for the receipts 
of each day. 
[See" Instructions on the Distribution Service," hereto annexed.] 
Q11estiott 16. By whom are postmasters appointed, and what are their 
duties 1 
Auszcer. The following are appointed by the minister, on the rer,om-
mendation of the Postmaster General, and by the consent of the council, 
Tiz: · 
The inspectors and sub-inspectors. 
The" accounting postmasters" of the department. 1 
The " postruastcrs at a fixed salary," and "those at a per centage," 
whose emoluments amoun~ to, or exceed, 2,000 francs; and, also, the 
mail contractors. · 
The Postmaster General appoints to all the other offices. 
The postmasters are the responsible heads of their particular offices. 
They order and direct all proceedings, and distribute the various portions of 
duty among the agents, in conformity with the general regulations, and 
with a particular regulation for each post office, as set forth by the depart-
ment. 
'l'he principal duties of a postmaster may be stated thus : 
1st. General superintendence. 
2d. Correspondence with the department, and a faithful performance of 
his duties to the authorities and to the public. 
3d. To keep the books, and render an -account of the proceeds of his 
office. 
4th. Collection of the accounts for the department in his district. 
(This duty belongs only to the "accounting postmaster.") 
5th. Sundry writings. 
6th. Opening and ascertaining the contents of the mails as they arrive, 
in ronjunction with the sub-inspector, or some one employed for that pur-
pose. 
'lh. Distribution of the amount of postages to be collected by the va-
rious agents intrusted with th~ delivery of letters. 
The other duties-such as the receiving of pre-paid letters, and makin~ 
up and despatching mails, the sorting and taxing of letters, &c.-are dl-
vided among the clerks. 
Question 17. What kind of mail-bags and locks are used 7 
Ans1oer. Leather bags or portmanteaus, fastened with a padlock, are 
used for mails sent on horseback, on foot, or by stages. 
'l'he letters carried in mail-coaches are placed thus: Those destined to 
the principal post office stations, are put into the hind boot of the coach, 
the key of which is kept by the postmasters only ; those for other offices, 
called" way-mails," are put into separate bags, under the care of the driver. 
Whatever may be the mode of transportation, the letter-packets are first 
enclosed in thick paper envelopes, tied, and sealed with the seal of the 
fOrwarding office. 
Que:;:tinn 18. Arc the mails frequently robbed 7 
Answer. Very rarely. There are some instances of loss, and yet the 
letters are commonly recovered. 
Question. 19. How are lost letters traced 1 
.Anstoer. Search is immediately and simultaneously set on foot in all the 
Doc. No. ~. 607 
.offices through which it was to pass. The department is aidM. by tho 
evidence of the person laying claim, and by the lists, and circumstances, 
according to the case, by which the letter has been described. 
A particular scrutiny, in case of need, is made by agents appointed for 
this purpose, who have authority to question all persons through whose 
hands the letter may have passed, or who may have been engaged in its 
transmission. 
Questwn 20. What is done with dead letters, and what is their average 
annual amount 1 
Ansrocr. Dead letters are returned to the general post offico as fOl-
lows, viz: 
Eve·y day, (c.'a1y deal letters.) 
Letter~ refused by public officers. 
Letters without super3cription, or the superscription of which is illegi-
ble or incomplete. 
Letters not paid for those countrie3 to which it is indispensable that 
postage should be paid. 
Letters not distributed, for any cause, be:1ring the private stamp of a 
commercial house; and others, an enumeration of which would be too 
numerous to mention. 
Every ten days, ('en-day deq.Jletters.) 
Letters directed to persons unknown. 
Every m.ont.i, (monthly dead letters.) 
After beina kept threA months. 
Letters refused by individuals. . 
Letters addressed to persons known, but whose present residence is un-
known. 
Letters addressed "poste restante," (to remain m the post office until 
called for.) 
I.etters addressed to persons deceased, without any known heirs. 
The "daily dead letters" are opened in Paris immediately on their ar-
rival, and sent back to the writers-without postage if the letters relate to 
the public service, and with postage if they relate to private concerns. In 
every case, letters becoming dead, from not being paid, or from a defec-
tive supersrription, are always returued free of postage. 
Letters, the writers of which cannot be discovered, are destroyed, after 
lying in the dead-letter office for six months. 
The" ten-dtty dead letters," after exhausting every means of discover-
ing the persons to whom they are addressed, are opened and returned 
under separate envelopes to their places of destination, if there be any; 
if not, to the writers, stamped with the postage of the place of destiuation. 
The" monthly dead letters" are kept in Paris fi)r three months; and at 
the expiration of that time they are opened, and destroyed, provided they 
do not contain matters of iuterest or valne; in which cases, they are re-
turned to the writers, charged with postage. 
All letters containing matters of interest, or important documents, which 
cannot be sent to the owners or returned to the writers, are destroyed .at 
the expiration of five years, dating from the time of their being put in&o 
the post office. [See" GcnerallnstrucJ,i<ms," from page 156 to page11l.] 
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In 1837, out of about 55,000,000 letters, there were 2,200,000 cread let-
ters, to wit: · 
Refused - - 1,400,000 
Persons unknown 685,000 
Never called for (poste restante) - 6Q,OOO 
Not paid • 1~,000 
Unintelligible superscription 43,000 
-,---
2~,000 ----
In 1838, the number out o£88,000,000 was 2,400,000. 
Question 21. What is the average number of letters received at the post 
office in Paris daily 1 
Answer. About thirty-four thousand. 
Question 22. What is the average number of letters sent daily from and 
through the post office of Paris 1 
Answer. About forty thousand. 
Question 23. What is the average amount of newspapers and pamphlets 
received daily at the post office at Paris 1 
Ans-wer. From four to five thousaud for Paris, and as many more 
through Paris. 
Question 24. What is the average amount of newspapers and pamphlets 
sent daily from and through Paris? 
Answer. About one hundred and twentv thousand. 
Question 25. Are letters coming in the· general post charged with any 
additional postage, when c:1rried out by the penny post 1 
Answer. By no means. The letters to and from the country towns 
only where there are no ppst offices, as has been already stated, are l>Ub-
ject to an additional postage of two so us. 
Letters to and from the colonies, and parts beyond seas, arc subject to 
the same additional post!lge.* 
Letters to and from foreign countries, which are not required to be paid 
at the several frontiers, are charged with French postage, iu ·addition to 
the foreign postage. 
[See what is stated before, relative to the postage of letters.] 
[See, also, in relation to postage on letters carried by the Levant pacl{ets, 
the rates of the same hereto annexed. "Post Book," page 280.) 
Question 26. How often per day do the carriers deliver letters in tOO 
city of Paris 1 
Answer. Six times a day during the week, and but five times on Sun-
days and holidays. 
Quest-ion 27. How many letter-carriers are there7 
Anszoer. For the city - - . - - - 248 
For the Court, the Chamber of Peers, the Chamber of Deputies, &c. 31 
Supernumeraries 121 
Total 406 
*The additional two cent~ upon let'ers to and 'from palts bey~nd seas, is paid by the depart-
ment to the commanders of vessels carrying the letters. 
• 
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~t!on 28. How many receiving-houses, where letters ean be mailed, 
m-e there in Paris 7 
Answer. Besides three letter-boxes at the general post office, there is 










" Chamber of Peers, 
" Chamber of Deputioo, 
" King's palace, 
and one at the Exchange. Besides these, there are 245 distributed in the 
different quarters of Paris; making, in all, 261 boxes. 
~uestinn 29. Does the Post Office Department engage to transport pas-
~~? 0 
AmmJer. The mail coaches of the first section carry three passengers, 
besides the matl carrier or guard. The Lyons mail takes four. On the 
Calais, Havre, and Valenciennes mail routes, light vehicles are used call-
ed" e:1:press mails," (mnlles estajettes,) which carry no passengers. There 
is but one passenger seat in the mail coaches of the second section. The 
fare for scats is estimated at the rate of 1 franc 15 sousa myriametre, (about 
6} miles.) 
• Quest~m 30. What is the average amount of revenue collected by the 
Post Office Department annually? 
A••s1oer. In 1838, 42,383,000 francs. 
Question 31. What is the average annual amount expended by the de-
partment? 
Answer. In 1838, 23,062,000 francs. Excess of income, 19,321,000 
francs. 
Question 32. What is done with the overplus, if any 7 
.A.Hslocr. The overplus belongs to the public treasury. 
Question 33. Are there any railroad companies employed in carrying 
the mail, and on what terms 7 
Answer. Since the enactment of new laws on the subject, the compa-
nies are bound to transport the mails free of charge. The system under 
the old laws stipulated an average rate of 8 sousa league, (4 kilometres.) 
Questiort 34. What is the punishment of persons detected in robbing 
the mail 1 
Aus1ccr. Removal from office, if he be an agent of the Government, 
without interfering with the punishment pronounced by the tribunals, ac-
cording to the circumstances of the robbery. Article 187 of the Penal 
Code reads thus: 
"Bvery retention and opening of letters put into tho mail, committed 
or conni\·ed at by an officer or any agent of the Government, or of the 
Post Office Department, shall be punished by a fine of from 16 francs t3 
300 francs. The offender shall, moreover, be excluded from any agency 
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or public employment for at least five years, and not longer than &ell· 
years." 
If the suppressed letters contain matters of value, which the offender 
intends to appropriate to his own use, the punishment is regulated by the 
169th, l71st, and 172d articles of the same code. 
Article 169th: "Every receiver, or person intrusted with the duties of 
a receiver, depositary, or public accountant, who may have diverted or 
abstracted public or private moneys or valuable effects, in possession or 
rev:ersion, writings, titles, deeds, and personal property, which may be in 
hands by virtue of his office, shall be punished by hard labor, according 
to the offence, if the property purloined shall exceed in value the sum of 
3,000 francs." 
Article 17lst: "If the property withheld or purloined shall be less than 
3,000 francs, the punishment shall be imprisonment for two years, at least, 
and not exceeding five years; and the offender shall, moreover, be de· 
clare·u incapable of ever afterwards holding any public office." 
Article 172d: "In the instances laid down in the foregoing articles, a 
part of the judgment against the otfenuer is a fine. the maximum of which 
shall be a restitution of one -fourth part, or an indemnity therefor, and the 
minimum the one-twelfth part." 
Articles of the Penal Code applicable to the robbery of letters com-mitted lnj 
private individuals. 
Article 254th : "As respects the withholding, destruction, or purloining 
of any crimiual records or other documents, or papers, requisites, deeds, 
and effects, contained iu the public records, courto!Iic('s, or public offices, 
or sent to a public depositary, iu such cases the pnuishment of the clerk, 
recorder, notary, or other depositary so offending, shall be from three • 
months to one year imprisonment, and a fine of from 100 to 300 ft'llncs." 
Article 255th : " Whoever shall be found guilty of the withholding, 
purloining, or destruction mentioned in the foregoing articles, shall be 
punished by solitary confinement." 
Article 256th: "If the withholding, purloining, or destruction of arti. 
cles have been committed, accompanied with violence towards any one, 
the punishment shall be hard labor, according to the offence; exrlnsive of 
higher punishment, if the case shouid require it, according to the nature 
of the violence, and the other crimes accompanying said otfence.'' 
Article 3S3d: "Robbery, committed on the highway, shaltl>e punished 
by hard labor tor life." 
General instructions. 
Article 416th : "If a driver be attacked, he must defend the mail at the 
risk of his life." 
Article 4l9th: "Every driver, who~e m::til has been robbed or broken 
open, is deprived of his situ:1ticn if his Je.1sons be not satisfactory." 
PRU3SIAN POST OFF!CZ DEPAilTMENT. · 
T he annexed raper contains the answer3 to numerous interrngatori~, 
in relation to the mail arrangements and interior organization of the Post 
, 
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Office Department of Prussia, politely fumishOO by direction of Baron de 
:Nagler, the distingui~hed head of that department; to whom my thanks 
are no less due for the interesting infonnation he has given, than for his 
kindness of manner during my stay in Berlin. 
~ns1oers to questions proposed by Mr. George Plitt, agent of the Post Of-
Ju;e Department of the United States of America, respectiNg the regula-
t1ons of the Prussian Post Office. 
BERLIN, Nquember 26, 1839. 
YouR ExcELLENCY : I do myself the honor to forward the answers to 
questions put by desire of Mr. George Plitt, agent of the Post Office Oe-
psrtmentofthe United States of North America, respecting the regulations 
of the Prussian Post Office; and l have further enclosed five documents, 
with a view of affording a clear and more distinct development of the 
subject. 
l have the honor, &c. 
NAGLER. 
To Mr. FAY, 
Charge d' A.ffaires of the United States nJ America. 
Question 1. How are the accounts kept and settled 1 
Answer. It is the invariable rult in Prussia to charge the postage of a 
letter at the place to which it i:, directed, whether it may have been pre-
viously paid or not. The same rule applies both to packages and moneys. 
The receipts, consequently, of each post office consist exclusively of 
the postage for letters delivered. 
The postage for unpaid letters is collected by the offices from which they 
are delivered; and the amount of those paid for on being despatched is 
drawn for, monthly, from the offices that received the same. Hence, a set-
tlement of accounts takes place every month between the different post 
offices, of the respective stHns to be received or disbursed by them. 
The leller bills are the primary vouchers for the receipts of postage in 
the different post office establishments. · 
In Pmssia, entries are made of all the letters in the letter bills, as may 
be seen by the enclosed document. 
The sums to be charged by the post office, on arrival of the letters, con-
aiatof the aggregate amount of the items of postage contained in the see-
ond column of the enclosure. 
The amount is added together each day at the post office to which the 
letter bill is directed, and the aggregate of these items constitutes the 
amount of the receipts of the post office. 
A book of receipts and expenses is kept by each post office. 
Each month an extract of these items is prepared and forwarded to the 
general post office at Berlin, accompanied by 11 remittance of the surplus 
ou hand. Should there, howt>ver, be a balance in favor of the post office, 
the amount is made good by the cashier of the general post office. 
Every fourth month a general statement, specifying each sum in the 
order in '~hich they may have bceu received or paid on each successive 
po~t day, Is drawn up for the treasury of the general post office, to which 
It IS foriVarded, accompanied by the necessary quittances and vouchers. 
These four monthly accounts are then forwarded to the audit office 
• 
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(?Jerificateur,) and passed, if found to be supported by the neeeasary 
vouchers. 
A yearly statement extending till the middle of March of the following 
year, based upon tllf~ four monthly statements, is drawn up by each post-
master, and forwarded to the accountant branch of the geneml post office. 
From the annexed work, entitled "An Exposition of the Rules by 
which the Treasury and the Accountant Department of the Prussian Post -
Office is governed in its proceedings," will be shown the exact method 
pursued in keeping the books and arranging the accounts; and it likewise 
contains the different directions issued on the subject by the general post 
office. 
Q''' stilln 2. What is the charge of postage for each lette1· 7 is it regu-
lated by weight, or by the number of sheets 1 
Ansmer. Postage in Prussia is regulated by distance and 'IJ>e"i~ht. 
The charge for postage iucreases in proportion to distance, according to 
the following scale: 
Scale for charge of posJage accrwding to distance. 
A distance of 2 miles, 1 silver grosch. 
From 2 to 4 " ll " 
" 4 to 7 " 2 tc 
" 7 to 10 " 21. " 
" 10 to 15 " 3" " 
" 15 to 20 " 4 " 
" 20 t.o 30 " 5 " 
~' 30 to 40 " 6 " 
and so on, calculating a silver grosch for every additionallO miles. • 
As regards weight, the scale is as follows: 
Letters not exceeding! of a lotht in weight pay a single po~ 
From !- to 1 loth, l ~ postage. 
,, 1 to 1! " 2 " 
" I! to 2 " 2~ " 
and so on, an additional half charge of postage being made for every ad-
ditioual half-loth in the weight. 
The last charge, however, is only for letters forwarded by the fast-letter 
(or courier) post. If they be sent by the wagon, (which is generally the 
case with letters exceeding 2 loths in weight, unless marked by the sender 
outside "to be forwarded by the fast-letter or courier post,'') this charge 
extends only to letters weighing two loths ; while those weighing from 2 
to 8 loths, inclusive, pay the postage of three letters; from 8 to 16, of four 
letters. 
Written documents weighing upwards of 16 loths must be made up in 
a distinct packet, and continue to pay fourfold postage until the amount 
reaches double the charge for packages. 
Packnge charges. 
Packages and money are forwarJed by the travelling and luggage post; 
·but, at the request of the sender, and on payment of an additional half 
eharge of postage, they may be conveyed by the fast post. 
• About 4i English miles make olle Ge1man. t Two loths make ooe English ounce. 
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The package (or packet) P?stage is subject t? a progressive increase of 
:l silver grosch per pound weight for every 5 miles. 
A double charge of postage, however, continues to be made on small 
packages until it amounts to more than is fixed in the above scale. 
Ea~h package must be provided with an address. However, several 
packages may be _included under o_ne and th_e same a.ddress_; and, in.that 
case, the carriage IS charged.accordm~ _to theu collective weight, prov1ded 
that it be not under the we1ght reqmnng a threefold postage. 
:Money carriage. 
The scale for the carriage of silver is as follows: 
'l'o the amount of 1 rixdollar, a single postage is charged. 
From 1 to 20, a double. 
From 20 to 50, a treble. 
Above 50, the same as charged for a full hundred of dollars. 
·with sums of 100 rixdollars and upwards, until they amount to 1,000, 
a progressive increase takes place of 4 silver grosch per cent. for every 
five German miles; and beyond this amount, 3 silver grosch are charged 
for every additional hundred. 
Gold and drafts pay only one-half what is charged for silver. Copper 
coin is charged according to its weight. 
Small snms, amounting to 100 rixdollars, are frequently forwarded in 
mixed quantities; i. e. silver in a letter, drafts, and gold, mixed up to -
gether. This is allowed for any weight not exceeding 8 loths. The 
charge is double postage if the weight be not above 4 loths, but is treble 
if the weight amount to 8 loths. 
The details of the royal regulations respecting the Prussian Post Office 
are contained in the Post Hand-Book for Berlin, from page 356 to 374.il!< 
Questiou 3. Who enjoys the franking privilege, and to what extent is 
it practised? 
Answer. 'l'his privilege is enjoyed by the King aud royal family, and 
the Postmaster General for the time Leiug. All Government officers, in 
carrying on a correspondence in the discharge of their respective duties, 
(the postage of which would have to be paid out of the Government 
treasury,) possess this privilege likewise. 
The Postmaster General is empowered to grant the privilege of frank-
ing for purposes of public utility; ·i. e. societies engaged in promoting in-
teresting and beneficial objeets, and to societies of arts and sciences, &c. 
The number of such is not limited; and the only restriction is, that in 
some instances the correspondence must be carried on unsealed. This 
privilege is granted by the Postmaster General, on the object and tendency 
of :mch society being stated to him. 
The postage ~acrificed in this manner is about one-third of the whole 
amount received. 
Question 4. What postage is charged upon newspapers and pamphlets? 
Amnccr. If the newspaper be forwarded to the post office by the pub-
lisher or sender with a cross envelope, bearing the address of the party to 
whom it bf' :>ent, and provided its weight do not exceed 16 loths, only 
33 
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'One-fourth of the postage which its actual weight would subject it to, is 
charged. 
If the weight exceed 16 loths, the charge is determined according to the 
scale fixed for packages. _ 
In the provinces, the newspapers are generally delivered by the post 
<>ffice to the subscribers. The post office furthers orders for newspapers to 
the post office at the plaee where the publisher resides; but for pamphlets, 
that come via Berlin, they must apply to the newspaper office at Berlin. 
'l'he following is the rate of postage paid by subscribers: 
For inland newspapers : 
For the whole sheet, 4 pfennings ; 
For the half sheet, 2~ pfennings ; 
For the quarter sheet, 1~- pfenning; 
For the whole supplement, 11 pfenning; 
For the half supplement, 1 pfenning. 
For foreign newspapers: 
For the whole sheet, 5 pfennings; 
For the half sheet, 4 pfennings; 
For the quarter sheet 2~ pfenllings; 
without any deduction being allowed for the supplements. 
These charges apply to all parts of the country, without reference to 
distance. 
A copy of the regulations for the year 1821, respecting the rates of 
postage upon newspapers, is annexed. 
Question 5. Upon what terms is money sent by mail? and does the de-
partment insure its safe transmission? 
Answer. Ha1·d cash is, in reality, not forwarded by the letter post. 'rhe 
travelling post is employed for the conveyance of moneys and packets. 
Letters with money must not exceed 8 loths in weight, and must be 
encircled with a cross envelope, and are to have five seal impressions 
upon them. 
Heavy packages with money must be packed in strong bags and sealed. 
They are forwarded to any amount, and the post office is responsible for 
any damage or loss, and is bound to make good the same, although the 
~;;ame may have been accidentally occasioned. 
ln every instance restitution is made to the amount declared on deliY-
ery of the sender, provided the loss took place within the Prussian 
dominions. 
On delivery of money parcels at the post offices, the sender is furnished 
with a quittance, for which an additional charge of 2 grosch is made; and, 
in case of accident, on production thereof he is enabled to make good 
his claim, and which is unconditionally satisfied so soon as the injury or 
loss is satisfactorily proved. 
It then rests with the post office to investigate the cause of the accident, 
~md to proceed against those by whom it may have been occasioned. 
Quest-ion 6. What is the average cost of the transportation of the 
mail, per German mile, per annum? 
Answer. The average expense of the letter post is fifteen silver grosch 
per horse per mile. It is sometimes, however, though rarely, as low as 
-twelve and a half silver grosch. 
Question 7. Is the forwarding of the mail effected by private contract, 
~ or is it managed by the Government? 
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Answer. The forwarding of the different posts is performed by contract 
with private individuals. 
'l'he general post office concludes with them a contract, (a copy: of • 
which is annexed,) iu which their remuneration is fixed, and which 
is effected in the following manner: 
'l'he contractors receive a remuneration of twelve and a half (see answer 
to 6th query) silver grosch per mile for every letter post, or fast post, and 
ten silver grosch for every luggage post, that passes through their respect-
ive stations. 
Besides this, the contractor has the extra profit arising from forwarding 
private carriages, post ch<~ises, the extra post, couriers, and estafettes, 
which are only couveyeJ with post horses. 
The above emoluments are, in many instances, insufficient to yield a 
fair return for the capital ernbarkeJ in the undertaking. The expense 
for postillions, horses, harness, carriages, and the rent for stables, must be 
taken into consideration. -
On account of this, it has latterly been fixed as a rule to make~the 
·Contractor a yearly allowance for each horse, at a nominal rate, calculated 
according to the prices of corn and other necessaries, which may rise in 
the different provinces; i. c., ascending from 180 rixdollars (as in Posen 
and in the 1\Iarck) to 2'10, 250, and even as much as 280 rixdollars, as iu 
the provinces on the Rhine. 
'l'he following arc the items for which contractors are entitled to com-
pensation: 
1. The interest, ca\culateJ at five per cent., of the capital embarked in 
the undertaking. 
2. From twenty to twenty-five for wear and tear. 
3. 'l'he keeping of hor"es. Oats reckoned at an average price. 
4. 'rhe maintenance of postillions-exclusive of clothing and beer-
money allowed for dri viug the fast travelling and luggage carriages, which 
are issued from the royal treasury. 
5. Repair of harness and carriages; (the principal carriages belong to 
the crown;) rent for the hire of stables, and charges for shoeing, &c. &c. 
The items from 1 to 5 constitute the real amount for which a contractor 
is entitled to reimbursement; but, in addition to this, he is entitled-
6. To a remuneration for the surerintendence and management of the 
post station, which is likewise included in the rate of from 180 to 280 
rixdollars per horse. 
An experience of several years shows that the above indemnity upon 
every horse kept by him is snfficient to enable him to keep the post sta-
tion in an effective state, without his deriving any undue profit at the 
expense of the royal treasury. 
To prevent this from occnrring, it is necessary to ascertain the precise 
number of horses for which the above allowance ought to be granted. 
'l'o effect this object, each post office must keep a register, specifying 
the number of letter, t~1st, travelling, and luggage posts; and also of the 
extra chaises, couriers, and estafettes, for which horses may have been 
daily required. 'I' his register is forward•)cl every year to Berlin, and from 
it may be discovered the maximum number of horses required to be kept 
by the contractor, so as to meet the demands for every description of con-
vcvance. 
Guided by these data, the general post office is enabled to determine and 
fix the number of horses for which the above nominal rate is to be granted. 
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The contractor, moreover, receives a further allowance so soon as the 
]>rice of grain exceeds the limits at which it was fixed at the time of the 
eon tract. 
The contractor is relieved from the payment of the usual taxes 
charged upon horses employed in labor. His horses and carriages cannot 
be seized for the payment of his debts. The contractor, however, is sub-
ject to the payment of the following contributions to the post office treasury 
1. For the post poor fund, one per cent. from the allowance for car-
l"iages granted to him by the contract. 
2. A deduction of two and a half silver grosch made from every dollm 
J"eceived for the conveyance of extra post, couriers, and estafettes. 
3. A deduction of two and a half silver grosch for every extra post, 
courier, and estafette, appropriated to the payment of the coach conduct-
ors. The engagement of the postillions is subject to the approval of the 
general post office. 
The expenses for their support arc embraced in the nominal rates al-
lowed. (See article 4 of this section.) The number of them is fixed 
by the general post office. 'l'he contractor is bound, by his agreement, to 
pay them monthly a fixed rate of wages, without reference to the allow-
ance for beer-money which they receive. 
The allowance for beer·moncy is as follows: 
1. From three to four pfimnings per horse per mile is paid by the royal 
treasury for driving the fast and travelling post, and about one silver 
grosch for the luggage post. 
Beer-money is uot usually allowed for driving two-horse carriages. 
2. \Vith respect to the extra post, the allowance for beer-money is pro-
portioned to the rate fixed for travellers. 
Bach postillion kept by the contractor, according to agreement, receives 
from the royal treasury, through the chief post office magazine at Berlin, 
the following major articles, for equipment: . 
For every tlco yMrs-1 cloak, 1 jacket, 1 hat, 1 body girdle, (belt,) and 
.a horn brace. When the journeys performed are long, the belt and the 
horn brace are renewed aunually. 
F'or every four years, 1 post trumpet is allowed. \VhNe the ·stations are 
long,.a stable cap and jnclret arc allowed every two years. 
The minor artielcs of equipment consist of the leathern breeches, over-
alls, boots, spurs, whip, neck collar, &c., and are provided by the postillion 
l1imself, out of the beer-money allowance which he receives. 
Though the postillions are merely viewed as private servants to tho 
contractor, yet he is bound 1'o dismiss such of them as the general post 
office may require. This right, however, is very rarely enforced, except 
in cases of aggravated misconduct. 
The contractors arc required to give security for the fulfilment of their 
contract. 
The contracts arc usually concludeJ for a term of from fom to six years, 
but upon long stations ti·orn ten to twelve years. Under certain circum-
:;tances, the term of their duration is unfixed. 
The contractors are not entitled to any claim for the loss of horses. 
However, iu the event of a horse being killed in the service of the post 
()flice, a moderate inr/emnj;ication is allowed. 
Question 8. Are there any post office agents, or surveyors of the roads, 
-whose duty it is to superintend the operations of the department in differ-
ent parts of the kingdom? lf so, how much are they paid 1 
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An&u.:er. 1. The post inspectors aud luggage overseers are intrusted with-
"the duty of controlling and seeing the business of the post office duly 
and regularly performed. 
'l'he following are the duties with which the post inspectors are in-
trusted: 
'l'hey are required constantly to visit the different post office establish-
ments within their circuit, (which generally embraces a whole province) 
and, us often as they may deem it necessary, ~o revise the post arrang~­
mtnts, the post office funds, the station-houses, and, in obedience to the 
official regulations, to keep a watch over the contractor, the inferior ser-
vants and postillions, as also to report to the general post office on the 
state of the roads and horses, or any irregularities that may exist. They 
are likewise required to suggest any improvements that may be conducive 
to the amelioration of the service. 
'l'he post inspectors are permauent commissioners for the general post 
office, and are frequently intrusted with special duties, snch as taking 
cognizance of the complaints of travellers, concluding contracts, and the 
establishing of new stations. 'I' hey are required to reside in the circuit 
over which their superintendence extends. 
IJ.'hc post inspector is entitled, gratis, to every description of post con-
veyance. The contractor is bound to furnish, without demanding pay-
ment, two extra post horses, when he is travelling in the performance of 
his duties. 
The post inspectors haYc a fixed salary, amounting to from 600 to 1,000 
rixdollars per annum, and an additional allowance of 2 rixdollars per 
diem when they are travelling. 
2. The lngg:tge overseers arc under the direction of the post inspectors. 
Their duty is to prevent and detect impositions on the part of porters, 
carriers, ferrymeu, carters, travellers, and all subordinate servants, such as 
conductors, coachmen, and packers. 
Each provinGe has a luggage overseer. He is bound to move to any 
spot to which the general post office, the post inspector of the province, 
or any other authorized officer, may deem it most expedient to send him. 
On his arrival at any station, he must report himself to the post office in-
tendant, and is bound to follow his instructions, as far as they are consistent 
with his official duties. He must also watch that the ostlers and postil-
lions do not surreptitiously admit unhooked persons secretly, or forward 
letters or packages of money. 
The luggage overseers are mounted, wear the dress of the subordinate 
officers, and are provided with a sabre. When employed on special busi-
ness, they wear a private dress, to prevent their recognition by the post 
office officials ; and on these occasions they are provided with a particular 
description of legalized medal. 
The luggage ovcr;::eers are provided with a horse by Government, and 
have a fixed yearly salarr of from 300 to 400 rixdollars, and when em-
ployed in travelling they have an allowance of 1 rixdollar per diem. Out 
of these allowances, they must provide for the keeping of their horse 
themselves. 
3. The general po;.;t ofiice occasionally employs confidential officials 
in travelling through the prtwinces and along the post stations, for the 
purpose of taking cognizance of snch irregularities as may exist, and of 
reporting upon them. 'I'o ~woiJ. being recognised, they fi·equently travel 
under feigned names. 
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Question 9. How are postmasters appointed, and what are their duties 1 
Answer. The postmasters in post towns are selected from among prac-
tical officials, who, from long service, have acquired a general knowledge 
of post office affairs. 
The titles of these postmasters are as follows : 
1. Court postmasters-of which there are two : one at Berlin, and the 
<lther at Konigsburg. 
2. Chief directors-in the larger towns. 
3. Post directors ; and 
4. Postmasters. 
The title of post director is merely a distinction conferred upon such 
postmasters as may have distinguished themselves by the length or fidel-
Ity of their service, and the knowledge which they have acquired. 
Postmasters of the third and fourth classes are appointed by the Post-
master General himself; but the appointments of the first and second 
classes must be confirmed by the King. These four classes all stand in a 
similar category with reference to the Postmaster General. 
In virtue of a royal regulation of ancient date, a certain number of in-
dividuals in the Prnssian military service, who have acquired a claim to 
be provided for in the civil service, must be admitted to postmasterships; 
and this number amounts to 132. 
The post situations are classed according to the extent and importance 
of the duties : 
1. Situations to be filled by staff-officers. 
2. By captains. 
3. By lieutenants. 
It frequently happens, though the postmaster title, together with the 
emoluments, are enjoyed by these military officers, that, with the sanction 
of the Postmaster General, the whole management of the business of the 
post office is transferred to the secretaries, in whose favor a certain portion 
of the emolument is relinquished. 'l'he remaining number of the postmas-
terships, amounting to 113, (including the court and chief postmaster-
ships,) are filled by practical officials, who are usually selected from 
among the oldest, the most experienced, and the most skilful of the post 
office secretaries. The new postmaster having already acquired a know-
ledge of the duties of the office, all that remains to be done is to remind 
him of them, and of his oath of office. 
The post inspector of the province, or an olJer postmaster in the neigh-
borhood, is charged by the Postmaster General with the duty of intro-
ducing the newly appointed postmaster to his office, of putting him in 
possession of the post-house and its appurtenances, and also of presenting 
him to the official secretaries, ns their future chief. 
The duties of a postmaster are : to conduct and superintend the affairs 
of the post office; to carry on the correspondence, inspect the cash ac-
counts, and revise them monthly ; to survey the post-house and the dif-
ferent bnildings connected with it; to write out all the time-bills ; to sign 
the quittances for money letters and other letters delivered for convey-
ance ; and to examine the cashier's hooks Hlld the accounts kept by the 
post secretary. 
rrhe duty of the postmaster is likewise to report evely month, to the 
general post office, all important occurrences that may have taken place 
within his uistrict.-(Newspaper intelligence.) 
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Question 10. How are post offices established, and how and when 
discontinued? 
Answer. The classification of post establishments in Prussia is as 
follows: 
I. Post towns, or town post offices. (Chief post C!_ffice merely an ap-
pellation applied to post offices in the principal cities.) 
2. Post administrations. 
3. Sub-offices. 
4. Receiving houses. . 
The classes 1 and 2 communicate directly with the general post,. 
excepting as regards the accounts, which can only be forwarded direct to 
Berlin by class 1. The classes 2, 3, and 4, are always under the direc-
tion of the town post offices, which, after revising the accounts of those 
classes, incorporate them with their own. 
Offices for the conveyance and collecting of letters are established, 
whether the inhabitants apply or not to the general post office, as soon as 
it becomes evident, either from letter bills or from representations made 
by any of the postmasters, that the correspondence of the place has in-
creased so much as to render such an establishment desirable, and pro-
vided the probable future receipts are likely to cover the expense of its 
organization and management. 
When these kinds of offices are established, the direction of them is in-
trusted to some confidential domiciliated inhabitant of the place-usually 
the tax-gatherer, or even the burgomaster, and, in many cases, the trades-
man, who may have been recommended to the postmaster general by the 
postmaster of the post office to which it is to be attached. 
The person to whom it is intrusted, though the necessary time be de-
voted to the performance of the post office duties, will view it as a mere 
auxiliary employment, it being seldom very extensive. The allowance 
made to such conveyancer is 120 rix(J.ollars per annum. After the ap-
pointment has been approved of by the Postmaster General, the post con-
veyancer is taught to prepare the letter bills, and is made acquainted with 
the system of desp:J.tching and receiving the letters, &c., and is so ini-
tiated into the most important branches of the post office business. 
All convepnce offices of this description are furnished by the chief 
post magazine in Berlin with a tin-plate coat-of-arms, with the eagle, the 
l)OSt horu, and the superscription," 'rhe royal post conveyance," or" The 
royal letter collecting office," and also with the necessary number of 
scales and weights, (for weighing the letters, letter packets, and money 
and other paclmges,) letter stamps with stamp apparatus, post bills, list of 
post chm-ges and post office laws and regulations, with a book of the post 
stations, a hst of the different post offices, &c., and a general post map of 
the kin~clom of Prussia, accompanied with the necessary printed forms of 
lett~r hills and accounts. 
Each post conveyance and collecting office has its particular post 
charn-cs, calculated according to their .distances from other post establish-
ments in the kino-dam of P1!ussia. These distances are measured accord-
ing to a correct map, drawn up in the route department of the general 
post oiliee at Berlin. · Of these scales of charges drawn up by the post 
oftiec ar>countant at Berlin, one copr is sent to the newly orgauized office, 
• The relnt"·:• c1nrge ·uc !>en fixed by the post o~··e ::tcconntan: at Berlin. 
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another to the superintending post office, and a third is kept by tile ac-
count audit office at Berlin. A superintending post office, or sub-post 
office having a more extensive circle of business than a conveyance, the 
postmaster of the former is not selected from among private individuals, 
but is, as is the case in post towns, selected by the Postmaster General 
from among the post office officials, and is generally one who has held 
the situation of secretary. The Postmaster General is invested with the 
power of forming conveyance into sub-offices, and sub-offices into post 
offices, and vice vm·sa. Post oillces are in some places entirely abolished 
so soon as the trade thereof becomes so triiling as no longer to justify the 
expense of such an es tablishment, or as soon as other similar establish-
ments in the neighborhood can be rendered available for such place. 
The abolition of post office establishments, however, takes place but 
very rarely; on the contrary, they are established not only whenever they 
are required, but even whenever a wish for their establishment is ex-
pressed. 
It rests entirely with the Postmaster General to decide, according to cir-
cumstances, as to the expediency of abolishing old or establishing new 
offices. 
Question 1 1. What description of mail bags are used? Arc they of 
leather, and secured by a lock? 
Auswer. The bags arc usually of stroug linen drill, and at long stations 
they are made of leather. 
The linen drill bags are made in one piece, without any sewing; aud 
are · durably manufactured by yarious manufacturers, who supply the 
general post office with them on reasonable terms. 
The general post office department poiut out those manufacturers whose 
articles are most durable and reasonable. 
· The post establishments must provide these bags at their own expense. 
They are, however, allowed a yearly compensation for them, as well as 
for all other expenses; such as those incurred for writing materials, ma-
terials for packing, wood, caudles, lamps, candlesticks, articles for lighting 
the fires and for cleansing the ofrlce and passenger rooms, inkstands, 
penknives, scissors, &c. 
'.rhis indemnification is made good from the postage collected for the 
carriage of newspapers mentioned in answer to query 4th. 
After the letter bills have been filled up, and an extract of them made 
and annexed to the letters, they are packed up together, and then securely 
tied up by the despatching clerk. 
The packets are then put into the linen or leathern bag; the opening of 
which is then tied and sealed, so that they cannot again be opened with-
out breaking the seal. 
The collective numbrr ofletter-bags for the same deli\·cry, from the dif-
ferent chief and sub-offices, are then placed in large leathern trunks, also 
secured with cords, and thP. straps pulled round and buckled and scaled 
twice, so that they cannot be easily opeued without the seals being broken. 
Letters, either containing money or without, are packed up in paper 
securely sealed, and then weighed; after this, they are placed in a letter-
bag and again sealed and weigbed, and subsequently enclosed in a leathjlr 
trunk and sealed again for the third time. Thus the conyeyancc of let-
ters is rendered perfectly secure. Locks arc never made use of. If the 
letter-bags contain any letters of value, they are always weighed 
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Question l2. Are the mails frequently robbed? 
Ans'wer. No : this seldom, if ever, happens with the one or two-horse 
post carts, driven by a single postillion, unaccompanied by a guard, and 
which only carries one letter trunk. 
All other descriptions of conveyance, and also those with money and 
packages, are in most instances accompanied by a guard and persons on 
horseback. Robberies seldom occur in these cases. 
Question 13. How are lost letters traced? 
Answer. The loss of letters seldom occurs, as all letters are alphabeti-
cally arranged in the letter bills, and are therefore subject to considerable 
control. 'l'he senders of letters can at any time ascertain whether their 
letters were regularly despatched, and through what sub-office they were 
forwarded; whether any delay was occasioned thereby, where the deten-
tion may have occurred, and whether they finally reached their desti-
nation. 
Should a sender of a letter complain that it has been lost, and request 
information on the subject, the post office establishment at the place where 
he resides despatches along the same line of road on which the letter must 
have been taken a circular (or running uote) to the place to which the letter 
was addressed. 
The post office to which it was directed ascertains from the letter bill 
whether the letter has reaehed its destination or not, and then returns the 
eircular by the most expeditions conveyance, with the necessary report 
thereon. In cases where no blame attaches to the post oftlcc, and in 
which the person at whose request the circular is despatched does it 
merely to ascertain whether the letter has really reached its destination, 
he is required to pay five silver grosch for each post-stage; and this charge 
is made accordiug to the rate noted on the letter bill. If the sender only 
wishes to ascertain whether his letter has been duly despatched, or in the 
event of any mistake having occurred at the post office, no charge is 
made. (Such instances for the circular, sec Post Hand Book, page 370, 
paragraph 77.) 
For every letter of importance recommended by the sender, he receives 
a quittance, whereby he is enabled to found his claim. 
For the loss of recommended letters, the post office awards an indemni-
fication-of twenty rixdollars. 
Question 14. What is done with dead letters, and what is the average 
annual amount? 
Answet·. In Prussia the sender of a letter is bound, in case the person 
to whom the letter is addressed is not to be found, to take back the letter 
and pay the single postage for its return. Letters to persons who cannot 
be traced are kept fourteen days at the post office ; if, however, they are 
directed "posle Testante," they are kept three uwnths. In the interval, 
the post office, and, if necessary, with the aid of the police, endeavor to 
trace out the person to whom it is addressed. 
After the expiration of the time allowed, the letters are returned to the 
place fi·om whence they were sent. 
If the sender can be traced, either by means of the handwriting or the 
impression of the seal, tlw letter is restored to him, and he is required to 
pay the return postage. Should, however, the sender of the letter be un-
known, the post office causes the returned letter, with its address, to be 
advertised iu the newspnpers, so that the sender thereof may recover it. 
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Such letters as are not claimed, are forwanleJ every fourteen Jays 
dead-letter office at Berlin. 
Here, by virtue of the exclusive power vested in this department, the 
letters are opened without the contents being read. The names of the 
writers are noted on the reversed sides in red ink, and again closed and 
sealed up with an official seal; after which, they arc returned to the office 
from which they were forwarded, in order that they may be delivered to 
the senders of them. 
Should the writer, after all, not be found, (of which fact a certificate from 
the police of the place must be produced,) the postage of the letter, with 
which the office from whence it was originally despatched as yet con-
tinues chargeable, must be liquidated at the general post office, by the 
transmission of the said letter; which, after the lapse of a year, is burnt 
at the dead-letter office at'J3erlin. 
The number of undeliverable letters yearly forwarded to the dead-letter 
department amounts to about 45,000; of which, however, more than 
two- thirds are delivered after the name of the writer has been ascertained. 
So that the annual total number of tnJ.delivered letters amounts to some-
what less than 15,000. · 
Question 15. What is the annual pay of a postmaster, and how often 
is he required to render his accounts? 
Answer. The salary of a postmaster differs according to the extent of 
the business of the office, and varies from 500 to 4,000 rixdollars. 
The duty of every post office superintendent is to render the accounts, 
and he is held particularly responsible for their correctness. 
A general statement of receipts and issues, according to their respective 
classification, is made out monthly, and sent to the general post office 
treasury at Berlin. At the same time, the overplus forwarded to the treas-
ury, or the additions sent by the treasury to the post office, must be round 
sums in dollars. 
Every four months each post officer must prepare a special statement of 
his receipts and issues. . 
The 1·eceipts for postage and fares, for each distinct post day, and the 
total amount of each item of receipt and expenditure, must be accompanied 
by the necessary voucher. 
For instance: the letter-bills and fare-tickets must be annexed, to enable 
the accountant department of the general post office at Berlin to verify 
the receipts for fares and postage. 
The issnes must, in like measure, be specially notified. They come 
under the heads of-
No. 1. Regular or usual expenditure. 
No. 2. Occasional or unfixed expenditure. 
The expenditures No. 1 consist cluefly of the allowances to the post-
masters and secretaries, and the salary of the masters of the post-horses. 
'I'he only vouchers required for these payments are the receipts of the 
persons to whom they have been made. 
The expenditures No. 2 consist of the other incidental expenses made 
in the course of the four months on account of the management of the 
post office, which cannot be sanctioned without the authority of the 
general post office ; thmefore the accountant department must be fur-
nished by the post offices with the general post office orders and quit-
tances for the sums paid. 
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The statements respecting the unfixed expenses must be prepared in 
duplicate. One of the copies, after approval, is returned to the post office; 
while the other is retained by the post office comptroller as a control for 
the annual account. 
After the receipts and expenditures of the post office have been thus 
controlled, and the most minute calculations made of every item, the 
surplus, if any, must be transmitted to the general post office treasury at 
Berlin; or, should the claim be in favor of the postmaster, it is accordingly 
remitted. 
Each post office must prepare, besides this monthly statement of the 
receipts and expenses, and the four monthly settlements with the general 
post office treasury, (which must be always rendered at Berlin by the 
middle of the ensuing month,) a yearly account, that must be laid before 
the general post office accountant. 
Question 16. How do postmasters pay their dues to the department? 
Answer. As stated at query 15, by transmission of hard cash; or by 
draft on banks, where there are such institutions. 
Question 17. How far is the mail carried, per hour, upon the principal 
leading roads? . 
Answer. The mail carts travel at the rate of 40 or 45 minutes per Ger-
man mile upon the Macadamized roads, and 60 minutes upon the com· 
mon roads. 
The fast mail travels with the same degree of speed. 
The stages proceed at the rate of a mile per hour. The wagons at the 
same rate; but are subject to considerable detention at each station, on 
account of the revision of the packages. The time lost by these deten-
tions is inserted in the time-bills at each station. At every post the time 
of arrival and departure is marked down in the time-bills. 
'l'he last post office is obliged every month to forward the time-bills to 
the road department of the general post office. This department exam-
ines these time-bills, and lays a statement of the time unnecessarily lost 
before the general post office, which generally decides the fine, (usually 
a silver grosch per minute,) which is appropriated to the post poor fund. 
Question 18. Are there any mails carried upon horseback, or on foot?' 
if so, how much is paid per mile per annum? 
Answer. The posts, which are exclusively letters and newspapers, are 
conveyed in one or two-horse post chaise-s. 
The expense for thern is, upon an average, 15 silver groschen per horse 
per mile. 
Even the smallest places have regular communication with the nearest 
post establishments by post foot-carriers, or countly foot-carriers, as well 
for the conveyance ofletters as of money, to the amount of 50 rixdollars, 
and small packages weighing six pounds. 'I'he total weight which they 
carry cannot exceed 50 pounds. 
'l'he post office includes them in the contract with the general post 
office, respecting the post contractors, and in which their allowance is 
fixed-usually regulated, according to the scale, at five silver groschen per 
Prussian mile. 
A copy of such contract is enclosed. 
Question 10. Do the receipts of the post office establishment equal the 
expenses? 
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Answer. The annual receipts have hitherto exceeded the expenses. 
Though the excess amounted, in the year 1821, to only about 700,000 rix-
dollars, this sum has, in consequence of the alterations and improve-
ments in every branch of post office concerns, commensurate with the , 
great increase of traffic and the wants of the country, increased to a net 
annual surplus of one and a half million of dollars. 
1. Number if post C!!Jices in the Prussian kingdom at the end of the 
year 1839. 
236 Post towns. 
5~ Sub post towns, 1st class. 
1,012 Sub post towns, 2d class. 
100 Receiving houses in small towns and boroughs. 
32 Stations. 
1,433 Post offices. 
2. 'I'Iw number if mails, mail-carts, mail-coaches, and other post-coaches, at 
the same time, ~cas-
83 Mails conveyed by one or two horses, and carrying only letters. 
91 Mail-coaches conveyed by three or four horses, carrying letters and 
passengers. 
209 Mail-coaches conveying chiefly passengers, not quite so fast as the 
preceding. 
301 Mail-coaches conveying only packets and the guard. 
309 Mail-coaches upon smaller distances, and ordinarily only with one 
or two horses. 
292 Foot posts. 
1 ,285 Posts. 
The number of miles made by the different sorts of posts in the year 
1838, was 2,395,056. 
Question 1. 'Vhat is the average number of letters received daily in 
the post office at Berlin? 
Answer. This number is stated to be 8,200. 
Question 2. What is the number of letters sent daily from and through 
the office at Berlin ? 
Answer. This number has been given to somewhat more; i. e. 
I. Letters sent from Berlin originally, 9,000. 
2. Letters sent through the post office at Berlin, 9,000. 
The daily number of two-penny post letters at Berlin is 2,000. 
Question 3. What is the average amount of newspapers received daily 
in the post office at Berlin? 
Answer. The number is 18,201. 
Saturday, (with those which are only published weekly-in all, 614 dif-
ferent sorts of newspapers,) 34,273. 
Question 4. 'Vhat is the average amount of newspapers sent daily from 
and through the office at Berlin ? 
Answer. 'l'his number is 15,930. 
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PRINTED DOCUMENTS. 
The department will, herewith, receive printed reports from various 
committees appointed by the British House of Commons, (in London,) 
numbered from 1 to 20, upon the subject of the post office department, 
{Ommencing with an early period of its history, down to the year 1838; 
also, all the laws passed in relation to it, as well as instructions to post-
masters issued by the department itself, numerous blanks, &c.; also, the 
printed laws, instrnctions, blank forms, &c., used by the post qffice depart-
rnent of Belgiu'm. [The regulations and organization of this department 
are so nearly alike to the department of France, that it is deemed unneces-
sary to make a separate report upon them.] 
'l'his is also the case with the post office departments o ·Austria, Sax-
ony, Bavaria, Wurtemburg, Baden, and the free towns of Germany. 
'l'he post office system in each of these countries is so uearly alike to 
that of Prussia, that it is deemed superfluous to give the detail of the du-
ties of their respective departments. Printed laws and instructions from 
each of these departments are herewith annexed. They were obligingly 
furnished by the gentlemen at the head of the respective departments. It 
may be well to add, however, that in all these countries, where railroads 
exist, the respective companies are obliged, by law, to carry the mails free 
if e.tpense, at such hours as will suit the convenience of the departments. 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Before closing this report, I most respectfully beg leave to suggest, for 
your consideration and for that of Congress, some alterations in the existing 
laws relative to the Post Office Department of the Union. Having been 
an agent of the department for a period of seven years, during which 
time I have visited the principal post offices in most of the States of the 
Confederary, as well as in the Territories, the defects of the present or-
ganization of the department have been frequently and forcibly impressed 
upon my mind; and my recent investigations abroad have strengthened 
my opinion as to the necessary remedy. The rapid increase in the popu-
lation of tiJc conntry, extending to L1e remotest parts of our western 
States and Territories, and tltc eonscquent pressing demands upon Con-
gress to create mail-routes, and upon the department to establish addi-
tional -post oflices, make it imperative that something should speedily be 
done to lessen the ltei;;ht of tlte mails, in order that they may be conveyed 
lllOre rapidly over the country. To do this without i11jury to the public, 
I have no hesitation in recommending the following as improvements 
upon the present system, viz: 
l. An t•ntire abolition of tlte Jmnl:ing privilege. 
Then' is no desire to cltarge any particular class of individuals with an 
abuse of this privilege under the existing law; yet it is well known by 
every one haviug couuexion with the department, that abuses do exist, and 
are of daily oc.~nl-rence. It is a fact, within my own knowledge, that gen-
tlemen high in oflicc, not being able to frank as often as they desired, for 
want of time or some otl1er cause, have actually procured substitutes to 
write their llanws; and yet these gentlemen did not suppose they were 
violating any law upon the subject. This I know to have been the case 
in a particular instance. 
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The actual number of franked packages sent from the post office of 
Washington city during the week ending on the 7th of July last, was 
201 :534; itnd the whole number sent during the last session of Congress 
amounted to the enormous quantity of 4,3l4,948! All these packages 
are not only carried by the department into every section of the country 
J1·ee r!f chmge, but it is actually obliged to pay to every postmaster, whose 
commissions do not amount to $2,000 per annum, t1co cents for the de-
livery of eaclt one! Supposing all the above to have been dehvered, the 
department would lose from its revenue, for this one item, upwards of 
$80,000, besides paying for the mail transportation. In addition to this, 
suppose many of these free packages are not called for, but remain in the 
<>ffices until they are advertised, (for which two cents is paid on each,) then, 
if afterwards taken out, the delivery of sNch package actually costs tlte depart-
ment jour cents! Each one of the 13,500 postmasters in the Union has 
the fianking privilege to an unlimited extent as n'lgards numbers, being 
only confined in weight. Suppose the average number to be one letter a 
day for each postmaster which is sent free in the mail, the amount in one 
year would be nearly five millions; so that, taking this data to be comlct, 
the department annually pays for the delivery of matter u:!tic!t it carries 
gratis about $150,000! 
Besides this, many of these packages, even when taken out, are rarely 
xead; for the reason, that the newspapers containing the same document 
or speech have anticipated their arrival. For instance: it is well known 
to every member of Congress, and to every one connected with a post 
>Qffice, that, long after the President's message has been published in every 
newspaper throughout the whole country, and when there is reason to 
suppose there is scarcely a man in the Union who reads at all that has 
not seen it, thousands upon thousands are still sent daily under frank 
from Washington. It is thus, also, with the annual reports of the respec-
tive heads of departments, and with numerous reports and speeches made 
in both Houses of Congress. Were the franking privilege abolished, the 
postage upon letters could he greatly reduced, without any diminution of 
the revenue of the department. I am much mistaken in the patriotism of 
the gentlemen composing the present Congress if they would not readily 
sacrifice a small pPrsonal privilege to effect a great public good. 
2. Letters to be charged by weigltt. 
This is so obviously just, that comment upon it is scarcely necessary. By 
the present regulations of the department, if a single letter is rated with 
double postage at the office where mailed, the postmaster at the offtee where 
it is delivered has no right to make any abatement of the postage, unless it 
be opened in his presence, or in the presence of one of his assistants. This 
cannot be done in nine cases out of ten, and consequently there is often 
great injustice done to individuals; and, in the end, the department is no 
gamer by it, for it more frequently happens that letters are uudcrclwrged. 
Besides, the present mode of charging letters holds out a temptation for 
derks to become dishonest. For instance : a letter coming to a delivery-
clerk, rated with single postage, and he perceiving it to be double, demands 
proportionable postage from the person to whom it is addressed. This he 
has fln indisputable right to do. If the person refuses to pay it, he is 
obliged to open the letter in the presence of the clerk; and then, should it 
turn out that the letter was not only double, but treble or quadrzlJ?le, he 
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would be compelled to pay postage accordingly. The surplus, whatever 
it might be, could be kept by the clerk without fear of discovery, and 
without defrauding the postmaster of the office to which he might be at-
tached. The postmaster would only be answerable to the department for 
the amount charged dpon the bill which accompanied the letter; the de-
partment would therefore be the loser, without even knowing that a fraud 
had been committed upon it. To charge letters by weight would be an 
effectual check upon frauds of this kind, if any exist, and wonld, besides, 
be equally just to the department and to the public. 
3. Only two m!cs of postage for the wltole Union. 
If the frankiug privilege should be abolished, and the law amended 
with regard to newspapers, I feel fnlly convinced that the following rates 
of postage for letters could safely be adopted, without decreasing the 
revenue of the department, viz: 
For all letters weighing not more than half :m ounce, for any distance 
under 500 miles 5cents ; 
For any distance over 500 miles - 10 cents, 
with the addition of 5 cents for eve1y additional half ounce, when under 
a distance of 500 miles, and 10 cents when over that distance. In all 
cases, the postage to be paid in advance; when not so paid, double these 
rates to be charged. No package weighing over one pound to be admitted 
into the mail; none, also, of an inconvenient size, or containing any 
thing that would tend to injure or destroy the other portions of it. For 
the convenience of the public, small cards, prepared for the purpose, of 
an adhesive nature, to be affixed upon the face of the letter mailed, of the 
denomination of 5 and 10 cents each, might be issued by the department, 
and sold at all the post offices, which would be evidence of the pre-pay-
ment of postage. 
The number of letters now carried by private individuals, particularly 
between the larger cities connected by railroads and steamboats, is almost 
beyond belief.. I have been repeatedly informed by intelligent gentle-
men, that it would be but fair to suppose that at least one half of the cor-
respondence between New York and Boston never goes into the mail. 
This is doubtless the case between other cities, and is owing to the pres-
-ent high rates of postage. ·were the postage reduced as here recom-
mended, all inducements to evade the law would be taken away. Nearly 
every person would prefer paying 5 or 10 cents to seeking for a private 
-opportunity at the railroad depots or steamboat landings. 
By the pre-payment of all letters, the number of dead letters would be 
greatly diminished, and thus the department would save a vast amount, 
in weight, of unnecessary mail-transportation. At present, the average 
number of dead letters returned to the department quarterly amounts to 
about 275,000, which, at an average post::Jge of fifteen cents for each letter, 
exhibits a loss to the department, quarterly, of $41,250. 'rhese letters are 
collected from every section of the Union, and all of them arc carried twice 
in the mails, without the depmtmeut being in the slightest degree bene-
fited by their transmission. 
From the gradual aud steady increase in the number of letters delivered 
in England since the introduction of the universal penny-postage law, I 
think I am warranted in saying that in another year the British post 
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office revenue will be nearly or quite as much as it was under its former 
organization. Compared with this country, it should be borne in mind, 
that, although the population of England is much larger, and confined to 
a smaller compass, yet the reduction made in the postage of that Govern-
ment is nearly ten times as great as what is here proposed. It would be 
but fair to presume, therefore, (notwithstanding our sparse population, and 
the distance we are obliged to carry the mails,) that this reduction in the 
postage cau be made in our country without loss to the department. 
4. Newspapers and printed matter of every description to be chm:ged by 
_1veight, and to be pre-paid. 
The transportation of newspapers, pamphlets, and other printed matter, 
is by far the most burdensome portion of the mail, and for which the de-
partment receives a very inauequate compensation. The price paid to a 
contractor is generally in proportion to the weight of the mail; and, con-
sequently, that portion for which the least compensation is received, the 
highest price is paid for its transmission. To remedy this, in some 
measure, I would earnestly recommend that all newspapers and printed 
matter of every description should be charged by we·~ght. There is no 
reason or justice in the present law, so fitr as regards the transmission of 
printed matter by mail. Why should one of the smaller newspapers pay 
as much postage as some of the mammoth sheets published in New 
York and elsewhere, which are perhaps six feet square? lt is posi-
tively unjust to the publishers, the public, and the mail service. If news-
papers were charged by weight, both the publishers and the department 
would be benefited by the change; for the publishers would then be 
careful to see that every paper should be welL dried before it was sent to 
the post office, thus securing its transmission without being rubbed or 
defaced; and it would, at the same time, aid in decreasing the weight of 
the mails. 
The postage upon all lluwspapers should be prtid 'in advwu-e, except 
when sent to offices within the county, district, or parish in which they 
are published; in that case, they might be sent free. Publishers of news-
}1Upers ought not to be allowed to send their e.1:dwuge papers FREE of post· 
age, as at present. As well might the merchants demand from the depart-
ment a free exchange of their prices current; or any other class of citizens 
be allowed to send, free of postage, every thing in rebtion to :my particu-
lar branch of business in which they might be engaged. 
As the country extends and increases in population, the attention of the 
department will necesf'mily be turned to one great object-the most effec. 
tual manner of ~ecre ..tsing the weight of the mails with the least injury 
to the public ; ~n order that it may be enabled to convey them with the 
speed that seems to be demanuctl by the increasing wants and enterprise 
of the country. 'rhis can be done without lessening the circulation of 
any paper to lr>gitimate and reading subscribers, by excluding from the 
nmil ollly such nYttter as is now transported from one section of the Union 
to another, withuut being taken from the post offices. As evidence of 
this, the following statement of the average number of newspapers re-
maining weekly in the post offices of New York, Philadelphia, Boston> 
and Baltimore, will be sufficient proof, viz: 
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No. of papers. 
In New York, 750 
In Philadelphia, 400 
In Boston, 500 
In Baltimore, - 400 
The number of periodicals and other publications remaining dead in these 
post offices is in about the same proportion. If the postage upon these 
papers and pamphlets had been paid in advance, the probability is that 
they would have been called for; or, if not, the department would at least 
have received its legal equivalent for their transportation. Suppose that 
the 13,500 post offices in the Union have a proportionate quantity of dead 
printed matter respectively, and that all this could and would be excluded 
from the mails if pre-payment were demanded, what an immense weight 
would at once be taken away! 
A newspaper the size of the "Globe," "National Intelligencer," or 
''Philadelphia Inquirer," will weigh, when. dry, with a wrapper, about two 
ounces. If papers are allowed to go free within the county in which they 
are published, a pre-payment of one cent per ounce postage woula be but 
a reasonable charge for those that are sent beyond the limits of the county. 
For other printed matter of all kinds, two cents per ounce might be charged 
for a distance of 500 miles, and three cents for any distance beyond. This 
would be a reduction upon the present prices, and yet the revenue of the 
department would be augmented. 
As one great desideratt;~m is to lessen the weight of the mails, all pub-
lishers might be allowed the privilege of sending their newspapers by 
private conveyance, or otherwise, even over a mail route. 
5. Special agents. 
At least one intelligent and experienced agent should be employed by 
the department for each of the larger States in the Union. His duty 
should be to visit, from time to time, every post office in his district; in-
struct postmasters in their duty; inform the department where new post 
offices might be advantageously established, and where existing ones 
should be discontinued; recommend the removal of unworthy incum-
bents; observe that the contractors faithfully perform their duty; recom-
mend the discontinuance of such mail routes as are useless; and, in short, 
to keep a vigilant eye upon all the operations of the department within his 
district. Such an agent, capable of giving instruction upon all points in 
relation to the duties of each individual attached to the department, con-
stantly and actively engaged himself, would save much of the labor of 
the officers in the department at Washington, (who have already m?re 
than they can well attend to,) and would be the means of preventmg 
many depredations upon the mail, and impositions upon the department, 
which are now, for want of such a surveillance, of constant occurrence. 
Two or three of the smaller States might be connected; one agent would 
be sufficient for such a district. 
6. Mail-guards. 
No mail of importance ought to be without a guard. He should have 
the entire control of it while on the road; receive and deliver the mails 
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at each office upon his route ; have a schedule of the time of arrival and 
departure at the end of the route, and report every failure at the moment 
of its occurrence, with the reasons, if any. He should be well armed, 
and be employed and paid by the department. Within a few years, there 
have been several robberies of the great leading southern, western, and 
northern mails, while upon the road. The loss to individuals, by these 
robberies, was much more than would defray the expenses of keeping an 
efficient mail-guard upon all the leading roads for the next twenty years. 
· · In so large and so rapidly increasing an establishment as the post office, 
simplicity in the detail of its duties should be the study of every one con-
nected with it. The more complicated the system is, the more difficult 
·will it be to manage it with accuracy. Regularity and certainty in a post 
office, are es~ential to effect the object for which it was established. 
·Knowing, from long experience, the mistakes that are of daily occurrence 
in nearly every post office in the country, and the impossibility of avoid-
ing them UJ}.der present regulations, it has been my aim in this report to 
recommend such alterations in the law as not only to reduce very con-
siderably the present high rates of postage without injury to the revenue, 
·but also to insure correctness, regularity, and despatch, in the transmission 
and delivery of the mails. 
I have the honor to be, with high regard, your obedient servant, 
GEO. PLITT. 
To the Hon. JoHN M. NILEs, 
Postmaster General. 
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Documents accompanying the report of George Plitt . 
A. 
Articles of agreement, made this 4th day of July, in the year of our Lord 
1839, between the commissioners for executing the office of Lord High Ad-
miral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for and on behalf 
of her Majesty, of the one part, and Samuel Cunard, of Halifax, in Nova 
Scotia, Esquire, of the other part, witness: That the said Samuel Cunard doth 
hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, covenant, pro-
mise, and agree with and to the said commissioners, that he., the said Samuel 
Cunard, his executors and administrators, shall and will, dnring the continu-
ance of this contract, diligently, faithfully, and to the satisfaction of the said 
commissioners for the time being, and with all possible speed, convey her 
Majesty's mails and despatches, twice in every calendar month, from Liver-
pool, in the county of Lancaster, in that parL of the United Kingdom called 
England, to Halifax aforesaid, and also twice in every calendar month, from 
Halifax aforesaid, to Liverpool aforesaid, by means of a sufficient number of 
good, substantial, and efficient steam vessels; each of such vessels being sup-
plied and furnished with engines of not less than three hundred horses 
power. And also will, in like manner, convey her Majesty's mails and des-
patches twice in every calendar month, to and from each of the under men-
tioned places, viz. : Prom Halifax aforesaid, to Boston, in the United States; 
from Boston aforesaid, to Halifax aforesaid ; and when and as often as the 
river St. Lawrence is unobstructed by ice, or navigable, in the opinion of the 
naval officer, or other person having the charge of her Majesty's mails ana 
despatches, from Pictou, in Nova Scotia, to Quebec, in Canada, and from 
Quebec aforesaid, to Pictou aforesaid, by means of a sufficient number of 
good, substantial, and efficient steam vessels ; each of such lastmentioned 
vessels being supplied and furnished with engines of not less than ons .hun-
dred and fifty horses power. And that all the vessels to be and while em-
ployed in the performance of this contract, shall be supplied and furnished 
with all necessary and proper apparel, furniture, stores, tackle, boats, and 
fuel, and manned with competent officers and engineers, and a sufficien't 
crew of able seamen and other men, to be in all respects as to vessels, en-
gines, equipments, and crew, subject to the approval of the said commis-
sioners, or such other person or persons as they shall from time to time ap-
point for that purpose. 
And that for the purpose of conveying such mails and despatches, one of 
such vessels, with engines of not less than three hundred horses power, and 
so equipped and manned, shall, twice in every calendar month, during the 
continuance of this contract, on such day and at such hour as the said com-
missioners shall appoint, proceed from Liverpool aforesaid, without loss of 
time, direct to Halifax aforesaid; and another of such lastmentioned vessels 
shall also, twice in every calendar month, during the continuance of this 
eontract, on such day and at such hour as the said commissioners shall 
appoint, proceed without loss of time, direct from Halifax aforesaid, to Liver-
pool aforesaid, with the said mails and despatches on board. ' 
That twice in every calendar month, during the continuance of this con-
tract, as soon as possible after the arrival at Halifax of each successive ves-
532 Doc. No. 2. 
sel, bringing the said mails and despatches from England, one of such ves-
sels, of not less than one hundred and fifty horses power, so equipped and 
manned as aforesaid, shall, without loss of timfl, proceed direct to Boston afore-
said, with the mails and despatches for that place on board, where such last-
mentioned vessel shall remain for the purpose of receiving any return mails, 
but not so long as to run any risk of her not arriving at Halifax, with such 
mails and despatches from Boston, previously to the departure from Halifax 
of the vessel which ought next to coBvey such mails and despatches to 
England. 
And, also, that twice in every calendar month, during the continuance of 
this contract, as soon as possible after the arrival at Pictou aforesaid of her 
Majesty's mails and despatches from Halifax, one of such steam vessels, with 
engines of not J~ss than one hundred and fifty horses power, and so equip· 
ped and manned as aforesaid, shall be in readiness to leave, and shall forth-
with proceed from Pictou, without loss of time, with the said mails and des-
patches on board, direct to Quebec aforesaid, where such vessel shall remain 
for the purpose of receiving any return mails not less than twenty four 
hours, but not longer than will ensure her return to Pictou with her Ma-
jesty's mails and despatches in time to allow such mails and despatches be-
ing pnt on board the steam vessel which, in performance of this contract, 
ought next to leave Halifax with the first return mail for England. 
That the said commissioners for the time being shall be at liberty, and 
have full power, to appoint the day aFid hour for the said vessels originally 
.leaving all the said places from whence the said mails and despatches are 
to be conveyed, and from time to time, on giving three months' notice, in 
writin!5, under their hands, or the hand of their secretary, to the said Sam-
·uel Cunard, his executors or administrators, to alter, as thfl said commis-
sioners may think fit, the time of departure of all or any of the said vessels; 
it being, nevertheless, expressly understood that the said commissioners, or 
auy on-e of their officers or agents, shall be at liberty, and have full power, 
at any time during the continuance of this contract, to direct that any one 
or more of such vessels so conveying her Majesty's mails and despatches 
from any of the said ports or places shall delay her or their departnre for 
any period not exceeding twenty-four hours beyond the period which may 
have been previously fixed for the departure of such vessel or vessels ; and 
a letter addressed to the commander of the vessel so to be delayed, shall be 
a suffici€Dt authority for such detention. 
That if at any time, from stress of weather, or other unavoidable circum-
stances, the vessel conveying the said mails and despatches from Halifax 
aforesaid shall not be able, in the opinion of the said naval officer, or other 
person duly authorized by the said commissioners, to fetch the river Mersey 
at Liverpool aforesaid, without considerable loss of time, then, and in every 
such case, her Majesty's mails and despatches, with the officer or person 
having the charge thereof, shall be landed at any of the undermentioned 
places, at the discretion of such naval officer, or other person so authorized 
as aforesaid, viz: Bristol, Falmouth, Plymouth, Southampton, Portsmouth, 
Dover, or Deal. 
That the sa id Samuel Cunard, his e:lrecutors or administrators, sha 1 re-
ceive, and allow to remain on board, on all and each of the V'essel& to be 
employed in the performance of this conttact, while they are so emplnyed, 
and also while remaining at any of the said ports ot 'places for return mails, 
an officer in her Mnjcsty's navy, or any other person, to be appointed by 
the ~aid commissioners, and also a. servant of the said officer or other per. 
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son as aforesaid, if required ; and that every such officer or other person 
shall be recognised and considered, by the said Samuel Cunard, 9is execu-
tors or administrators, and his and their officers, agents, !ind seamen, as the 
agent of the said commissioners in charge of her Majesty's mails and de-
spatches, and as having full authority, in all cases, to require a if.ue and 
stri..:t execution of the conditions of this contract on the part ofihe said 
Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, his and their officers, ser-
vants., and agents, and to determine every question, whenever arising, rela-
tive to proceeding to sea or putting into harbor, or to the necessity of stop-
ping to assist any vessel in distress or to save human life ; and that the 
decision of such officer or other person as aforesaid shall, in each and every 
of such cases, be final and binding on the said Samuel Cunard, his execu-
tors or administrators, unless the said commissiouers, on appeal from the 
said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, shall think proper to 
decide otherwise. That a suitable first-rate cabin, with appropriate bed, 
bedding, and furniture, shall, at the cost of the said Samuel Cunard, his 
executors or administrators, be provided and appropriated by the said Sam-
uel Cunard for and to the exclusive use and for the sole accommodation of 
each and every of such naval officers or other persons authorized as aforesaid; 
and also a proper and convenient place of deposite on board, under lock 
and key, for her Majesty's mails and despatches; and that each and every 
of the said officers or other persons, as aforesaid, shall be victualled by the 
said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, us n chief cabin pas-
senger, without any charge being made either for his passage or victual-
ling; and that, should all or any of such officers or other persons reqnire a 
servant, such servant shall be also provided with a proper and suitable 
berth, and be victualled by and at the cost of the said Samuel Cunard, his 
executors or administrators, without any charge being made for the same. 
And that, if the said commissioners shall at any time during the continu-
ance of this contract think fit to intrust the charge and custody of her 
Majesty's mails and despatches to the commander or commanders of all or 
any of the vessels to be employed in the performance of this contract be-
tween Halifax and Boston, or Pictou and Quebec, or any of them, or be-
tween any of the ports and places herein mentioned, that such commander 
or commanders shall take due care th€reof, and shall make the usual decla-
rations required, or which may be required, by her Majesty's Postmaster 
General in snch or similar cases; and such commaHder or commanders 
having the char!Se of such mails and despatches shall, immediately on the 
arrival at any of the said ports and places of any vessel so conveying the 
said mails and despatches, himself deliver the said mails and despatches 
into the hands of the postmaster of the port or place where such mails and 
despatches are to be delivered, or into the hands of such other person as the 
said commissioners shall direct and authorize to receive the same. 
That, at each and every of the said ports or places whme her Majesty's 
mails and despatches may be delivered or received, the said naval officer, or 
such other person having, or authorized to have, the charge of the said mails 
and despatches, shall, whenever and as often as by him deemed practicable 
or necessary, be conveyed on shore, and, also, from the shore to the steam-
vessel employed for the time beino- in the performance of this contract, to-
gether with or (if such officer or~ person considers requisite) without hf'r 
Majesty's mails and despatches, in a snitable boat, of not less than four oars, 
to be provided and properly manned and equipped by the said Samuel Cn-
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nard; and that the directions of the said naval officer, or of such other per-
son having, or authorized to have, the charge of the said mails and despatch-
es, shall, in all cases, be obeyed as to the mode of receipt and delivery of the 
said mails and despatches. 
That~f any vessel, having her Majesty's mails and despatches on board, 
shall stop, linger, or deviate from the direct conrse on her voyage, or shall 
delay starting at exact time, or shall put back into port after starting, with-
out the sanction, in each and every case: of such officer or other person au-
thorized to have the charge of the said mails and despatches <JS aforesaid, 
then, and in each and every of such cases, and as often as the same shall 
happen, the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, shall and 
will pay unto her Majesty, her heirs and successors, the sum of one hundred 
pounds; and that if a vessel which ought to leave Liverpool for Halifax, 
or Halifax for England, in the performance of this contract, shall not pro-
ceed on her voyage for twelve hours after the proper and appointed time, 
the S'Glid ::3amuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, shall and will, so 
often as any such omission shall happen, pay unto her Majesty, her heirs 
and successors, the sum of five hundred pounds; and, also, the further sum 
of five hundred pounds for every successive period of twelve hours which 
shall elapse until such vessel shall proceed on her voyage in the perform· 
ance of this contract: and that if a vessel, with engines of not less thnn 
one hundred and fifty horses power, which onght to leave Halifax, Boston, 
Pictou, or Quebec, in performance of this contract, shall not proceed on her 
voyage for twelve hours after the proper and appointed time, the said Sam-
uel Cunard, his executors or administrators, shall and will, so often as any 
such omission may occur, pay unto her Majesty, her heirs and successors, 
the sum of two hundred pounds; and, also, the further sum of two hundred 
pounds for every successive period of twelve hours which shall elapse until 
such vessel shall proceed on her voyage in the performance of this contract. 
That the said Samuel Cunard, bis executors or administrators, shall and 
will, at all times during the continuance of this contract, at his and their 
cost, provide and keep sea worthy, and in complete repair, a sufficient num-
ber (not less than fonr) of good, substantial, and efficient steam vessels, of 
not less than three hundred horses power each; and, in like manner, a suf-
ficient number of good, substantial, and efficient steam-vessels, of not less 
than one hnndred and fifty horses power each, for the service hereby agreed 
to be performed by him; and, at the like costs, adeqnately provide and fur-
nish all and every of the vessels to be and while employed in the perform-
ance of this contract, with all tackle, stores, oil, tallow, fuel, provisions, ma-
chinery, engines, anchors, cables, two efficient boats, fire-pumps, and all 
other proper and requisite means for extinguishing fire, and all other fur-
niture and appareL and whatsoever else may be requisite and necessary for 
equipping the said vessels and rendering them constantly efficient for the 
said service. 
That the said Samnfll Cunard, his executors or administrators, shall and 
will, from time to time, and at all times during the continuance of this con-
tract, make such alterations or improvements in the construction, eqnip-
ments, or machinery of the said vessels, which shall be used by him or them 
in thfl performance of this.contract, as the advanced state of science may 
sugg-est, and ~he said commissioners may direct. 
That any naval officer, or other person authorized to have the charge of 
her Majesty's mails and despatches, shall, either alone, or with snch other 
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persons as he may consider necessary, have full power and authority, when-
ever and as often as he may deem it requisite, to examine and survey, in 
such manner as he may think proper, all and every or any of the vessels 
employed, or to be employed, in the per'formance of this contract, and the 
hulls, machinery, and equipments thereof, on his giving notice in writing, 
to the commander for the time being of the vessel about to be examined, of 
such his intention ; and if any defect or deficiency be ascertained, and no-
tice thereof, in writing, be given to the master or commander of the vessel 
in which such deficiency or defect may be found, and ifthe said master or 
commander shall not immediately, or as soon as possible, thereupon remedy, 
replace, or effectively repair the same, he, the said Samuel Cunard, his ex-
ecutors or administrators, shall, in every such case, pay to her Majesty, her 
heirs and successors, the sum of £100; but the payment of such penalty 
shall not in anywise release or discharge the said Samnel Cnnard, his ex-
ecutors or administrators, from remedying, replacing, or effectively repair-
ing, such deficiency or defect. And that the said commissioners shaij also 
have full power, and be at liberty, whenever and as- oftr.n as they may deem 
it requisite, to survey, by any other of their officers or agents, all and every 
the vessels employed, and to be employed, in the performance of this con-
tract, and of the hulls thereof, and of the engines, machinery, furniture, 
tackle, apparel, stores, and equipment of every such vessel. And if al')y such 
vessel, or any part thereof, or any engines, machinery, furniture, tackle, 
apparel, boats, stores, or equipments, shall, on any such survey, be declared 
by any of such officers or agents unseaworthy, or not adapted to the ser-
vice of this contract ; or, if such officers or agents shall deem it necessary 
or expedient that any alteration or improvement shall be made therein, or 
any part thereof, in order to keep pace with the more advanced state of sci-
ence, the vessel which shall be disproved of, or in which such deficiency, 
defect, or want of improvement shall appear, shall be deemed inefficient for 
any service hereby contracted to be performed, and shall not be employed 
again in the conveyance of her [Majesty'sJ mails and despat(:hes until such 
defect or deficiency shall have been repaired or supplied, or the alterations 
or improvements, as the case may be, shall have been made to the satisfac-
tion of the said commissioners; and, if employed before such defect or defi-
ciency shall have been supplied, or such alteratiCins or improvements liiS 
the casp, may be) shall have been made to the satisfaction of the said com-
missioners, the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, shall 
pay to her Majesty, her heirs and successors, the sum of £500. 
That the said Samuel Cunard, and a.ll commanding and other officers of 
the vessels to be employed in the performance of this contract, and all 
agents, seamen, and servants of the said Samuel Cunard, shall, at all times 
during the continuance of this contract, pnnctnally attend to the orders and 
directions of the said commissioners, or of any of their officers or agents, as 
to the landing, delivering, and receiving her Majesty's mails and despatches. 
And it is hereby agreed, by and between the parties hereto, that all and 
every the sums of money hereby stipulated to be paid by the said Samuel 
Cunard, his executors or administrarors, unto her Majesty, her heirs and 
successors, shall be considered as stipulated or ascertained damages; and 
should the same, or any of them, become payable and not be discharged 
forth with on the application of the said commissioners, or their agent, each 
and every of such sums of money may be deducted ar:d retained by the said 
commissioners ont of the moneys payable to the said Samuel Cunard, hia 
' 
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executors or administrators, under this contract, or the payment thereof 
enforced, with full costs of suit: at the discretion of the said commissioners. 
That the said Samuel Cunard, his executors and administrators, shall 
and will, when and as often as in writing required so to do by the said 
commissioners, or by such naval or other officers or agents as may be au-
thorized by them to act in that behalf, (such writing to specify the rank or 
description of the person or persons to be conveyed, and the accommodation 
to be provided for him or them,) convey, provide for, and victual, on board 
each and every, or any, of the vessels to be employed in the performance of 
this contract, in addition to the naval officer or other r>erson who may be in 
charge of her Majesty's mails and dP.spatches, any number of officers in the 
navy, army, or civil service of her Majesty, not exceeding two as chief-cabin 
passengers, and any number not exceeding two as fore-cabin passengers, 
and any number of soldiers, seamen, or marines, not exceeding ten, charging 
for such passengers the following sums only, namely: for each chief-cabiu 
passe,ger from Liverpool to Halifax, or from Halifax to Liverpool, the sum 
of thirty pounds; for each fore-cabin passrnger, the sum of fifteen pounds; 
and for each soldier, seaman, or marine, the sum of four pounds; 'lnd from 
Halifax to Boston, or from Boston to Halifax, also from Pictou tu Quebec, 
or from Quebec to Pictou, for each chiefcabin passenger the sum of five 
pounds; for each fore cabin passenger, the sum of three pounds; and for 
each soldier, seaman, or marine, the sum of two pounds. 
And that the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, shall 
and will receive on board each and every of the said vessels employed in the 
performance of this contract, any number of small packages containing as-
tronomical instmments, charts, wearing apparel, or other articles, and con-
vey the same to, from, and between all or any of the said ports or places to 
or from which her Majesty's mails and despatches are to be conveyed in 
the performance of this contract, when, as, and as ofteu as directed by the 
said commi&sioners, or their secretary or agents duly authorized, free from 
all costs and charges. And, also, shall and will receive on board each and 
every of the said vessels, and convey to, from, and between all or any of 
the same ports or places, any naval or other stores, not exceeding five tons 
in weight, at any time, at the usual rate of. freight charged by the sttid 
Samuel Cunard for private goods, on receiving from the SLtid commission-
ers, or their secretary for the time being, two days' previous notice of its be-
ing their intent.ion to have such stores so conveyed. 
And the said commissioners, in consideration of the premises, and of the 
said Samuel Cunard, his execntors and administrators, and his and their 
officers, servants, and agents, at all times during the continuance of this con· 
tract strictly and punctually per!orming the covenants and agreements 
hereby eBtered into by him, the said Samuel Cunard, do, for and on behalf 
ot her Majesty, her heirs and successors, agree with the said Samuel Cu-
nard, his executors and administrators, that they, the said commissioners 
on behalf of her Majesty, will pay, or cause to be paid, to the said Samuel 
Cunard, his executors and administrators, by bills at sight payable by her 
Majesty's paymaster general, a sum after the rate of £60,000 per annum, by 
quarterly payments; and with a proportionate part thereof, should this con-
tract terminate on any other day than a day of quarterly payment. 
And it is hereby agreed and declared, that this contract shall commence 
on the first day of J nne, 1840; or, if agreed hetween the parties hereto, on 
such earlier day as they may mutually arrange; and shall continue in 
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force for seven years from the commencement thereof, and thencefonvard 
until twelve calendar months' notice iri writing shall be given by either of 
the said parties to the other of them that the same shall determine, and at 
the expiration of such notice this contract shall determine accordingly; but 
uot so as to prevent either of the !:'aid parti.es availing themselves of this 
contract for recovering any sum of money, or damages, should there have 
been any breach of the contract previously to the determination of the 
same. 
And it is hereby further agreed and provided, that the said Samuel Cu-
nard, his executors or adminiStrators, shall not assign, underlet, or otherwise 
dispose of this contract, or any part thereof; and that in case of the same, 
or any part thereof, being assigned, underlet, or otherwise disposed of, or of 
any breach of this contract on the part of the said Samuel Cunard, his ex-
ecutors or administrators, it shall be lawful for the said commissioners, (if 
they think fit,) by writing under their hands, or under the hand of their sec-
retary for the time being, to determine this contract, without any previous no-
tice to the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, or his or 
their agents; nor shall the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or adminis-
trators, be entitled to any compensation in consequence of such determina-
tion. 
And it is also agreed, that the notices or directions which the said com-
missioners, or their secretary, officers, or other persons, are hereby author-
ized and empowered to give to the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or 
administrators, officers, servants, or agents, may,_ at the option of the said 
commissioners, or their secretary, officers, or other persons, be either deliv-
ered to the master, or commander, (11" other officer, agent, or servant of the 
said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, in the charge or man-
agement of any vessel to be or while employed in the performance of this 
contract, or be left for the said Samuel Cunard with his agent, Mr. John 
Bromley Foord, at No. 52 Old Broad street, London, or at the last known 
place of business or abode of the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or ad. 
ministrators; and any notices or directions so given or left shall be as bind-
ing on the said Samuel Cunard, his executors or administrators, as if duly 
served upon, or left with, him or them. 
And in pursuance of the directions contained in a certain act of Parlia-
ment, made and passed in the twenty-second year of the reign of King· 
Georg-e the Third, intituled "An act for restraining any person concerned in 
any contract, commission, or agreement made for the public service, from 
bemg elected or sitting and voting as a member of the House of Com-
monsi' it is hereby expressly declared and agreed, and these presents are 
upon this express condition~ and the said Samuel Cunard doth covenant 
for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, that no member of the 
House of Commons shall he admitted to any share or part of this contract 
or agreement, or to any benefit to arise therefrom. 
Ami, lastly, for the due and faithful performance of all and singular the 
cwenants, conditions, provisoes, clauses, articles, and agreements herein· 
before contained, which, on the part and behalf of the said Samuel Cunard, 
are or ought to be observed, performed, fulfilled, or kept, the said Samuel 
Cunard doth hereby bind himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, 
un.t<? our sovereign lady the Queen, in the sum of .£15,000, of lawful 
Bnt1sh money! to be paid to our said lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, by the wny of stipulated or ascertained damages agreed upon 
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between the said commissioners and the said Samuel Cunard, (o\•er and 
above such extra cost and expenses as hereinbefore mentioned,) in case of 
the failure of the said Samuel Cunard in the due execution of this contract, 
or any part thereof. 
In witness whereof, the said parties to these presents have hereunto set 







Signed, sealed, and delivered, (being first dnly stamped,) in the presence 
of-
JoHN JAMES, 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC AND INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL I'OS'l'MASTERS. 
Mails for North America. 
GENERAL PosT OFFICE, June, 1840. 
The packet mails for North America will in future be despatched by· 
steam-vessels from Liverpool, instead of Falmouth. rrhe first mail will be 
made up in London on the 3d July, the second on the 3d August, and after 
that period (commencing with September) they will be made up in Lon-
don on the 3d and 18th of every month, except when either of these dates 
fall on the Sunday, and then on the succeeding day. The packets will de-
part from Liverpool the next morning, as soon after the arrival of the Lon-
don mail as possible. In the winter months, howevf:!r, viz. November, De-
cember, January, and February, but one mail in the month, (that of the 3d) 
will be despatched. , 
Mails by these packets will be mn.de up for British North America, viz : 
Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward's 
island, and Newfoundland, and for the United States; the postage remaining 
as at present, viz: a uniform charge of ls. the single letter, 2s. double, and 
so on, in whatever part of the United Kingdom the letter may be posted or 
delivered. 
Those postmasters whose instructions direct them to send their letters for 
Liverpool by cross post, will of course forward the correspondence intended 
for these mails in the same manner. 
By command: 
W. L. MABERLY, Secretary. 
To all Postmasters. 
GENERAL PosT On·IcE, July, 18~9. 
In accordance with the convention concluded with France, for sending 
the Indian mail through that country, mails will be made up iu London, 
for India, via Marseilles, on the 12th August, 16th September, 14th Octo-
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ber, and, after that time, on the 4th of every month, except when it happens . 
to fall on Sunday, when the mail will be made up the following day. 
The uniform rate on single letters to and from India, by this route, will 
be 2s. Sd.; and so on in proportion. On newspapers, the rate will be '2d. 
The postage, both on letters and new3papers, must be paid in advnnce. 
For the present, a mail will be made up for India, via Falmouth, accord-
ing to the existing regulations, every fourth Saturday; upon the letters sent 
by which, the present rates of postage will be taken, viz: 2s. 6d. single, and 
so on in proportion ; and the letters must be specially addressed by that 
route. 
With respect to the rate to be taken on letters for India, &c., through 
France, you will observe that the principle adopted with French letters 
must be followed ; and, upon this point, I must refer you to your instruc-
tions of 20th July, 1836, and 31st August, 1837. 
It must be borne in mind that the 2s. 8d. to and from India, through 
France, is composed of three rates: a uniform rate of lOd. to Calais, a 
uuiform French rate of lOd. for the transit through France, and a uniform 
packet rate of ls. between Egypt or Syria and India; making a rate of 
2s. Sd. to be taken on single letters. The charge on double and treble let~ 
ters will be in proportion. You must also bear in mind that the rate to 
Calais, and the packet rate of ls., are British rates. 
By command: 
W. L. MABERL Y, Sec1·etary. 
To all Receivers. 
GENERAL PosT OFFICE, July 25, 1839. 
With reference to the instructions on the subject of charging foreign 
letters when sent to or through France, I beg to explain that it was not 
intended to deprive the public of any advantage they enjoyed from the 
mode of charge in this country; and, consequently, a letter consisting of one 
piece of paper, not exceeding an ounce weight, is still chargeable as single 
only; a letter with one enclosure, not exceeding an ounce weight, is charge-
able as double only; and a letter with more than one enclosure, not exceed-
ing an ounce weight, is chargeable as treble. This applies to British rates 
only. 
. The British rates on such letters are only to be charged by weight when 
It is advantageous to the public at large: thus, a letter containing one or 
more enclosures, not exceeding a quarter of an ounce, is to be charged 
single only; a letter with more than one enclosure, above a quarter of au 
onnce, and not exceeding half an ounce: is to be charged double only; and 
(accordmg to the former practice) a letter with more than one enclosure, 
exceeding half an ounce, and not exceeding an ounce, is to be charged 
treble. 
There is a difference between the British and French mode of calculating 
the fractions of the weight. According to the English practice, a letter 
does not become chargeable with a hi~her rate of postage unless it exceeds 
the weight specified, by turning the scale ; whereas, according to the French 
system, ·if it reaches the weight named) it instantly becomes liable to the 
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increased rate. For instance : a letter is not liable to two British rates un-
less it exceeds a quarter of an ounce ; or to three rates, unless it exceeds 
half an ounce ; or to four rates, unless it exceeds an ounce. But in char-
ging the French rates, if the letter weighs the quarter of an ounce, although 
it does not exceed it, it must be charged with two rates; if it weighs half 
an ounce, with three rates ; if it weighs three-quarters of an ounce, with 
four rates; and if it weighs an ounce, with five rates; and so on for every 
quarter of an ounce. 
By command: 
W. L. MABERL Y, Secretary. 
To all Letter Receivers. 
With reference to a " notice to the public," that has been sent to you re-
lative to the convention concluded with France, for sending the India mail 
through that country, "via Marseilles," I think it right, for your guidance, 
to give you more distinct instructions as to the rates of postage you are to 
charge on letters forwarded under this convention. 
A French rate of lOd. is to be received on every letter under the weight 
of a quarter of an ounce; ls. Sd. on every letter weighing a quarter of an 
ounce and under half an ounce; 2s. 6d. on every letter weighing half atl 
ounce and under three-quarters of an ounce; and one additional rate for 
every quarter of an ounce above that weight. 
In addition to the above, the inland and Red Sea packet rates, (together 
ls. lOd.) are to be added, according to the usual method of single, double, 
&c.; with this difference-that a double letter is only to be charged as such 
when it exceeds in weight a quarter of an ounce, a t1·eble letter is to be 
charged as such only when it exceeds half an ounce; but any Jetter e.xcced-
ing one ounce weight is liable to four rates, whether it contains any enclo-
stues or none. 
By these instructions, the Jetter receivers will see that the rate of postage 
for any letter under the weight of a quarter of an ounce will be 2s. 8d. 
The inland and Red Sea packet postage is to be marked in one sum on 
the left-hand upper corner of the letter, and the French postage under it, 
and added together as thus : 
l .. 10 
10 
2 .. 8 
A. B. 
Calcutta. 
Newspapers to India, under the usual restrictions, will be subject to a 
rate of 2d. 
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After this regulation comes into operation, all letters for India are to be 
forwarded through France, unless specially addressed " vi(j, Falmouth," 
or " by private :ship." • 
The twopenny post rate is to be received, in addition, on all letters posted 
beyond the three mile circle; and the postage, in all cases, must be received 
in advance. 
The supplementary instructions to postmasters on the principle of char-
ging French letters not having been circulated to you when they were issu-
ed to the postmasters, I annex a copy of them, for your better information. 
By command: 
W. L. MABERL Y, Secretary. 
" 
